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ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


AGAI
ST 



 


WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ., 


LATE GOVERXOR-GE
ERAL OF BENGAL. 


(CONTINUED.) 


--+- 


Vil. - CONTRACTS. 
T HAT the Court of Directors of the East India 
COlnpany had laid down the following fundamen- 
tal rules for the conduct of such of the Company's 
business in Bengal as could be performed by contract, 
and had repeatedly and strictly ordered the Governor 
and Council of Fort 'Yillian1 to observe those rules, 
viz.: That all contracts should be publicly adver- 
tised, and the lnost reasonable proposals accepted; 
that the contracts of provi
ions, and for furnishing 
draught and carriage bullocks for the arlny, should 
be annual
' and that they should not fail to advertise 
for and receive proposals for those contracts every 
year. 
That the said Warren Hastings, in direct disobedi- 
ence to the said positive orders, and, as the Directors 
thelllselves say, by a 'nwst deliberate breach of his dllty, 
did, in 8eptelnber, 1777, accept of proposals offered 
by Ernest Alexander Johnson for providing draught 
and carriage bullocks, and for victualling the Euro- 
peans, 'without advertising for proposals, as he ".as 
expressly cOlnmanded to do, and extended the COll- 
tract for th1'ee years, which ".as positi\"cly ol'dercu to 
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be annual, - and, notwithstanding that extcnsion of 
the period, ,vhich ought at lcast to have been cOlnpen- 
sated by 
ome advantage to the COlnpany in the COll- 
ditions, did conclude the said contract 1.tpon terms 
less advantageous than the preceding contract, and there- 
fore not on the lowest terlns procurable. That the said 
Warren Hastings, in defiance of the judglnent and 
lawful orders of his superiors, 'which in this case left 
him no option, declared, that he disapproved of publish- 
ing for proposals, and that the contract was reduced too 
low already: thereby avowing hilnself the advocate of 
the contractor, against whonl, as representative of the 
Company, and guardian of their interests, he prop- 
erly was party, and preferring the advantage of the 
contractor to those of his own constituents and em- 
ployers. That the Court of Directors of the East In- 
dia Company, having carefully considered the cirmun- 
stances and tendency of this transaction, condelnned 
it in the strongest ter1ns, declaring, that they would 
not pern
it the contract to be continued, and that, " if 
the contractor should think hilllself aggri
ved, and 
take n1easures in conseq nence by \vhich the Compa- 
ny becan1e involved in loss or dalnage, they should 
certainly hold the 111ajority of the Council responsi- 
ble for such loss or dan1age, and proceed against 
them accordingly." -That the said Warren Hast- 
ings, in defiance of orders, which the Directors say 
\vere plain and unequivocal, did, in January, 1777, 
receive fron1 George Telnpler a proposal essentially 
different from the advertiseillent published Ly the 
Governor-General and Council for receiving proposals 
for feeding the Con1pallY's elephants, and did accept 
thereof, not only withuut having reconrse to the proper 
means for ascertaining whether the said proposal was 
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the lowest that would be offered, but with another 
actually before the board nearly thirty per cent lower 
than that Inade by the said George Telnpler, to whom 
the said 'Varren flastings granted a contract, in the 
tern1
 proposed by the said Telnpler, for three years, 
and did afterwards extend the saIne to five years, with 
Hew and dis
inct conditionf', accepted by the said War- 
ren Hastings, without advertising for fresh proposals, 
by which the CoÌnpany were very considerable losers: 
on all which the Court of Directors declared, "that 
this wa
te of their property could not be pern1Îtted ; 
that he, the said \, arren Hastings, had disregarded 
their authority, and disobeyed their orders, in not tak- 
ing the lowest offers"; and they ordered that the con- 
tract for elephants should be annulled: and the said 
Directors further declared, that, "if the contractor 
should recover damages of the Con1pany for breach 
of engagement, they were detern1ined, in such case, 
to institute a suit at law against those ll1embers of the 
board .who had presumed, in direct breach of their or- 
ders, to prefer the interest 0 f an individual to that 
of the Company." - That the said \Varren Hastings 
did, in the year 1777, conclude with Forde 
a contract for an anned ,e

el for the pilotage of the 
Chittagong river, and for the defence of the coast 
and river against the incursions of robbers, for the 
tern1 of five years, in further disobedience of the. 
Con1pany's orders respecting the mode and duratiol} 
of contracts, and with a considerable increase of ex- 
pense to the Con1pauy. That the farming out the de- 
fence of a country to a contractor, being ,vholly un- 
precedented, and evidently absurd, could have no real 
object but to enrich the contractor at the COlnpany's 
expense: since either the service was not dang'
rou.s
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and then the establi:5l11uent was totally unnecessary, 
or, if it was a dangerous service, it ,vas evidently the 
interest of the contractor to avoid such danger, and 
not to hazard the 10:5:S of his ship ur 111en, \vhich 111ust 
be replaced at his own expense, and therefore that an 
active and faithful discharge of the contractor's duty 
was incon1}Jatible with his interest. - That the saiJ 
Warren Hastings, in further defiance of the COlupa- 
ny's orders, and in breach of the established rule 
of their service, did, in the year 1777, conclude a 
contract with the 111aster and deputy Inaster attendant 
of the COlnpallY's luarille or pilot service, for supply- 
ing the said marine \vith naval stores, and executing 
the said service for the ten11 of two years, and with- 
out advertising for proposals. That the use and ex- 
penditure of such stores and the direction of the pilot 
vessels are under the managen1ent and at the dispusi- 
tion of the lllaster attendant by yirtue of his office; 
that he is officially the proper and regular check upon 
the person who furnishes the stores, and bound by his 
duty to take care that all contracts for furnishing 
such stores are duly and faithfully executed. That 
the said 'Varren Hastings, Ly uniting the supply and 
the check in the SêtlUe hands, did not only disobey 
the Con1pany's specific orders, and violate the funda- 
mental rules and practice of the service, but did over- 
set the only just and rational principle on \vhich this 
and every other service of a similar nature ought to 
be conducted, and did Hot only su bject the COlupany':; 
interest, in point of expense, to fraud and collusion, 
but did thereby expose the navigation of the Dengal 
river to Inanifest hazard and distress: considering 
that it is the duty ùf the 111aster attendant to take 
care that tho pilot vessels arc COllstan tly statiüll
U iu 
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the roads to wait the arrival of the COlnpallY's ships, 
especially in tempestuous weather, and that they 
should be in a constant condition to keep the sea; 
whereas it is 111anifestly the interest of the contractor, 
in the first instance, to equip the said vessels as scant- 
ily as possible, and afterwards to expose the111 as lit- 
tle as possible to any service in \vhich the stores to be 
replaced by him might be lost or consun1ed. And, 
finally, that in June, 1779, the said contract was 
prolonged to the said master attendant, by the said 
_ 'V arren Hastings, for the further period of two years 
fro1l1 the expiration of the first, ,vithout advertising 
for proposals. - That it does not appear that any of 
the preceding contracts have been annulled, or the 
charges attending any of them abated, or that the 
Court of Directors have ever taken any lueasures to 
compel the said 'Varren Hastings to inde1llnify the 
C01upany, or to Inake good any part of the loss in- 
curred by the said contracts.. 
That in the year 1777 the said Warren Hastings 
did reC0l11111end and appoint John Belli, at that tin1e 
his private secretary, to be agent for supplying the 
garrison of Fort "Tilliam. with victualling stores; 
that the stores were to be purchased with Inoney ad- 
vanced by the Company, and that the said agent was 
to be allo,,-red a con1n1Ïssion or percentage for his risk 
and troub]e; that, in order to ascertain what sum 
would be a reasonable c01l1pensation for the agent, the 
Governor-General and Council agreed to consult some 
of the principalillerchants of Calcutta; that the 111er- 
chants so consulted reported their opinion, that twen- 
ty per cent on the prime cost of the stores would be 
a reasonable c0111pensation to the agent; that, never- 
thele:-:;s, the said 1Yarren Hastings, supported by the 
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vote and concurrence of Richard Barwell, then a mem- 
ber of the Supreme Council, did propose and carry it, 
that thirty per cent per annUlll should be allowed up- 
on all stores to be provided by the agent. That the 
said Wan'en Hastings professed that "he preferred 
an agency to a contract for this service, becanse
 if it 
w:ere performed by contract, it must then be adver- 
tised, and the world would know what proyision was 
n1ade for the defence of the fort": as if its being 
publicly known that the fort was well provided for de- 
fence were likely to encourage an 
nemy to attack 
it. That in August, 1779, in defiance of the principle 
laid down by hÜnself for preferring an agency to a 
contract, the said 'Varren Hastings did propose and 
carry it, that the agency should be converted into a 
contract, to be granted to the 
aid John Belli, without 
advertising for proposals, and fixed for the term of 
five years, - "pretending that he had received fre- 
quent remonstrances from the said agent concerning 
the heavy losses and inconveniences to which he was 
subiected by the indefinite terms of his agency," not- 
withstanding it appeared by evidence produced at the 
board, that, on a supply of about 37,000l., he had al- 
ready drawn a cOlnmission of 22,000l. and upwards. 
That the said Warren Hastings pledged himself, that, 
if required by the Oourt of Directors, the profits arising 
from the agency should be paid into the Oompany's 
treasury, and appropriated as the Oourt should direct. 
That the Court of Directors, as soon as they were 
advised of the first nppointlnent of the said agency, 
d
clared that they considered the commission of 
twenty per cent as an alnple c0111pensation to the 
agent, and did positively order, that, according to the 
cngagelncnt of the said \Yarran IIastillgs," the COln- 
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mIssion }Jaid or to he paid to the said agent 
hould be 
reduced to twenty pounds per cent." That the said 
John Belli did positively refuse to refund any part of 
the profits he had received, or to subn1Ït to a din1inu- 
tion of those which he ,vas still to receive;. and that 
the said Warren Hastings has never made good his 
o,vn voluntary and solemn engagement to the Court 
of Directors hereinabove mentioned: and as his fail- 
ure to perforn1 the said engagement is a breach of faith 
to the COll1pany, so his performance of such engage- 
ment, if he had performed it, and even his offering to 
pledge himself for the agent, in the first instance, 
ought to be taken as presun1ptive evidence of a con- 
nection between the said Warren Hastings and the 
said agent, his private secretary, which ought not to 
exist between a Governor acting in behalf of the Com- 
pany and a contractor Inaking terms with such Gov- 
ernor for the execution of a public service. 
That, before the expiration of the contract herein- 
before mentioned for supplying the army with draught 
and carriage bullocks, granted by the said Warren 
Hastings to Ernest ...ilexander Johnson for three years, 
the said "7 arren Hastings did propose and carry it in 
Council, that a new contract should be made on a 
new plan, and that an offer thereof should be Inade to 
Richard Johnson, brother and executor of the said 
contractor, without advertising for proposals, for the 
term of five years,. that this offer was voluntal'ily ac- 
cept3d by the said Richard Johnson, who at the sanle 
tin1e d
sired and obtained that the ne\v contracts 
should be Inade out in the name 'of Charles Croftes, 
the Company's accountant and suh-trea
urer at Fort 
William; that the said Charles Croftes offered the 
said Richard Johnson as one of his securities for th
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perforn1ance of the said contract, who was accepted 
as such by the said 'Varren Hastings; and that, at 
the request of the said contractor, the contract for 
victualling the Europeans serving at the Presidency 
was added to and united with that for furnishing bul- 
locks, and fixed for the same period. That this ex- 
tension of the periods of the said con tracts was not 
cOlnpensated by a dÍlninution in the charge to be 
incurred by the COlnpany on that account, as it 
ought to have been, but, on the contrary, the charge 
'was Ìlllmoderately increased by th
 ne,v contracts, 
insollluch that it was proved by statelnents and C0111- 
putations produced at the board, that the increase on 
the victualling contract "Tonid in five years al110ullt 
to 40,000l., and that the increase on the bullock con- 
tract in the same period would amount to above 
400,000l. That, ,vhen this and many other weighty 
objections against the terms of the said con tracts 
were urged ill Council to tl1e said 'Varrel1 Hastings) 
he declared that lte should deliver a reply thereto
' but 
it does not appear that he did ever deliyer such re- 
ply, or ever enter into a justification of any part of 
his conduct in this transaction. - That the act of 
Parliament of 1773, by which the first Governor-Gen- 
eral and Council were appointed, did expressly limit 
the duration of their office to the terln of five years, 
which expired in Octoher, 1779, and that the several 
contracts hereinbefore mentioned were granted in 
September, 1779, and were made to continue fi.ve 
years after the expiration of the governlnent by which 
they ,vere granted. That by this anticipation the dis- 
cretion and judgment of the succeeding goverlllneut 
respecting the subject-matter of such contracts was 
taken away, and any correction or improvement tllfwe- 
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in rendered inIpracticable. That the said ,Varren 
Hastings luight have been justified by the rules and 
practice or by the l1ece

ity of the public service in 
binding the governluent by engagements to endure 
one year after the expiration of his o"n office; but 
on no principles could he be justified in extending 
such engagements beyond the term of one year, nIuch 
less on the principles he has avowed, namely, ,
 that it 
was only an act of COllllnon justice in hÏIl1 to secure 
every man connected u'itlt hirn, as far as he legally 
could, from the apprehension of future oppression.". 
That the oppression to which such apprehension, if 
real, must allude, could only consist in and arise out 
of the obedience which he feared a futura govern- 
ment luight pay to the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, by making all contracts annual, and advertising 
for proposals publicly and indifferently froln all per- 
sons whatever, by which it ll1ight happen that such 
beneficial contracts would not be constantly held by 
men connected 
()itlt ltÙn, the said Warren Hastings. 
That this declaration, lllade by the said "r arren 1last- 
ings, combined ,,
ith all the CirCUl1IstallCes belonging 
to these transactions, leaves no room to doubt, that, in 
disobeying the Conlpany's orders, and betraying the 
trust reposed in him as guardian of the Conlpany's 
property, his object was to purchase the attachment 
of a number of individuals, and to fOrIn a party capa- 
ble of supporting and protecting hilll in return. 
That, "rith the salne view, and on the sallIe prin- 
ciples, it appears that excessive salaries and enlolu- 
ments, at the East India COinpany's charge and ex- 
pense, have been lavished by the said Warren Hast- 
ings to sundry individuals, contrary to the general 
principles of his duty, and in direct contradiction to 
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the positive orders of the Court of Directors: partie 
ularly, that, \vhereas by a resolution of the Court of 
Proprietors of the East India COillpany, aud by an in 
struction of the Court of Directors, it was provided 
and expressly ordered that there should be paid to 
the late Sir John Clavering " the sum of six thou- 

and pounds sterling per annum in full for his services 
as cOlllmander-in-chief, in lieu of travelling charges 
and of all other advantages and emoluments \vhat- 
ever," and whereas the Court of Di'Eectors positiyely 
ordered that the late " Sir Eyre Coote should recei YC 
the same pay as cOl1uuallder-in-chief of their forces 
in India as was received by Lieutenant-General Sir 
John Claverillg," the said Warren Hastings, nev- 
ertheless, within a very short thne after Sir Eyre 
Coote's arrival in Bengal, did' propose and carry it 
in Council, that a new establishment should I
,e err- 
ated for Sir Eyre Coote, by which an increase of ex- 
pense would be incurred by the India C0111pany to 
the amount of eighteen thousand pounds a year allfl 
upwards, exclusive of and in additiou to his salary 
of ten thousand pounds a year, provided for hiln hy 
act of Parliamcnt as a 111ember of the Suprellle 
Council, and exclusive of and in addition to his sal- 
ary of six thousand pounds a year as COllll11ander-iu- 
chief, appointed for hhn by the C01l1pany, and ex- 
pressly fixed to that aluount. 
That the disobedience and breach of trust of \vhich 
the s!lid Warren Hastings was guilty in this transac- 
tion is highly aggravated' by the following cirCllll1- 
stances connected \vith it. That from the death of 
Sir John Clavering to the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in 
Bengal the provisional cOlumand of the arn1Y had de- 
volved to and been vestpd in Brigadier-General Giles 


# 
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StibLert, the eldest officer on that estaLlisllluent. 
That in this capacity, and, as the said 1\T arren Hast- 
ings has declared, "standing no way distinguished 
from the other officers in the arluy, but by his acci- 
dental succession to the fir
t place on the list," he, 
the said Giles Stibbert, had, oy the reconlluendatioll 
and procurement of the said Warren Hastings, re- 
ceived and enjoyed a salary, and other allowances, to 
the. anlount of 13,854l. 12s. per anllUln. That Sir 
Eyre Coote, soon after his arrival, represented to the 
board that a considerable part of those allowances, 
all10unting to 8,220l. 10s. per annun1, ought to de- 
volve to himself, as commander-in-chief of the Com- 
pany's forces in India, and, stating that the said Giles 
Stibbert could no longer be considered as cOl1ul1and- 
er-ill-chief under the Presidency of Fort Willialn, 
made a formal demand of the saIne. That the said 
Warren Hastings, instead of reducing the allowances 
of the said Giles Stibbert to the establisluuel1t at 
which they stood during General Clavering's COlll- 
111alld, and for the continuance of which after Sir 
Eyre Coote's arrival there could be no pretence, cUJ)- 
tinued the allowances of 13,854l. 12
. per annunl to 
the said Giles Stibbert, and at the sallIe tilue, ill or- 
der to appease and.satisfy the demand of the said 
ir 
Eyre Coote, did create for him that new establi
ll- 
Iuent, hereinbefore specified, of eighteen thou
alld 
pounds per annum, - insoilluch that, instead of the 
allowance of six thousand pounds a year, in lieu vf 
travelling charges, and of. all enwluments and allol/)- 
ances 'whatsoever, to 1vhich the pay and allowances of 
cOlnmallder-in-chief were expre
sly limited by the 
united act of the legislatiye and executive powers of 
the Company, the annual charge to be borne by tho; 
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COinpany on that account was increased by the said 
'Varren Hastings to the Cllorlnous SHIn of thirty-eight 
thousand two hunùred and seventeen pounds teu 
shillings sterling. 
That on the 1st of November, 1779, the said 'Var- 
rell IIastings did 1110ve and carry it in Council, "that 
the Resident at the Vjzier's court should be furnish- 
ed with an account of all the extra allowances and 
charges of the cOl1llnander-in-chief when in the field, 
with orders to add the san1e to the '-debit of the Viz- 
ier's account, as a part of his general subsidy, - the 
charge to COITIInenCe froln the day on which the gen- 
eral shall pass the Caralnnas
a, and to continue till 
his return to the saHle line." That this additional 
expense iInposed by the said 'Varren IIastings on the 
'Tizier was unjust in it
clf, and a breach of treaty 
with that prince: the specific amount of the subsidy 
to be paid by hiIn haying' been fixed by a treaty
 to 
,vhich no addition could justly be rnade, but at the 
previous requisition of the Ylzier. That the Court 
.of Directors, in their letter of the 18th of October, 
1780, did condeinn and prohihit the continuation of 
the allowances above mentioned to Sir Eyre Coote in 
the following ,vords: "These allowanêes appear to us 
in a light so very extraordinary, ånd so repugnant to 
the spirit of a resolution of the General Court of Pro- 
prietors respecting the allo,yance made to General 
Clavering, that ,v
 po
itively direct that they be dis- 
continued iU1111ediately, and no part thereof paid after 
the receipt of this letter." That on the 27th of ...;\pril, 
17g1
 the Goyernor-G0ueral and Council, in ohedieilce 
to the orders of the Directors, did signify the same to 
the COlnn1issary-Gelleral, as an instruction to hin1 that 
the extraorùillary allowances to Sir Eyre Coote slwuZ.Z 
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he discontinued, and"no part the/'eof paid after that day. 
That it appears, nevertheless, that the said extra allow- 
ances (amounting to above twenty thousand pounds 
sterling a year) were continued to be charged to the 
Vizier, and paid to Sir Eyre Coote, in defiance of the 
orders of the Court of Directors, in defiance of the 
consequent resolution of the Governor-General and 
Council, and in contradiction to the terlllS of the orig- 
inal motion made by the said 'Varren Hastings for 
adding those allowances to the debit of the Vizier, 
viz., " that they should continue till Sir Eyre Coote's 
return to the Caramnassa." That Sir Eyre Coote 
arrived at Calcutta about the end of August, 1780, 
and must have crossed the Carainnassa, in his return 
from Dude, some weeks before, when the charge on 
the Vizier, if at any tin1e proper, ought to have 
ceased. That it appears that the said allowances were 
continued to be charged against the Vizier and paid 
to Sir Eyre Coote for three years after, even while he 
was serving in the Carnatic, and that this was done 
by the sole authority and pri\ate command of the 
said Warren Hastings. 
That the East India Company having thought prop- 
er to create the office of Advocate-General in Bengal, 
and to appoint Sir John Day tQ that office, it was 
resolved by a General Court of Proprietors that a. 
salary of three thousand pounds a year should be al- 
lowed to the said Sir John Day, in full consideration 
of all demands and rtllowances 'U'hat.soet'er .for llÍ.s servi- 
ces to the Company at the Presidency of Fort TVillianl. 
That the 'said Warren Hastings, nevertheless, shortly 
after Sir John Day's arrival in Bengal, did increase 
the said Sir John Day's salary and allowances to six 
thousand pounds a year, in direct disobedience of the 
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l"esolution of the Court of Proprietors, and of the or- 
der of the Court of Directors. That the Directors, 
as soon as they were informed of this proceeding, 
declared, " that they held tn.mnselves bound by the reso- 
lution of the General Court, and that they could not 
allow it to be disregarded by the COlnpany's servants 
in India," and ordered that the increased allowan- 
ces should be forthwith discontinued. That the said 
\Varren Hastings, after having first thought it neces- 
sary, in obedience to the orders of t
e Court of Direc- 
tors, to stop the extraordinary allowance which he had 
granted to Sir John Day, did afterwards resolve thaf 
the allowance which had been struck off should be ')'e- 
paid to him, upon his signing an obligation to refund 
the amount ,vhich he might receive, in case the Direc- 
tors should confirm their former orders, already twice 
given. That in this transaction the said Warren 
Hastings trifled with the authority of the Company, 
eluded the repeated orders of the Directors, and ex- 
posed the Company to the risk and uncertainty of re- 
covering, at a distant period, and perhaps by a process 
of la,v, a SUIn of money which they had positively or- 
dered him not to pay. 
That in the latter part of the year 1776, by the 
death of Colonel :àionson, the whole power of the gov- 
ernment of Fort William devolved to the Governor 
and one member of the Council; and that from that 
tÍIne the Governor-General and Council have general- 
ly consisted of an even number of persons, in conse- 
'\. 
q nence of which the casting voice of the said Warren 
Hastings has usually prevailed in the decision of all 
questions. That about the end of the year 1776 the 
whole civil establishment of the said government did 
not exceed 205,399l. per annum; that in the year 
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1783 the said ciyil cstablis]llucnt had been increased 
to the enormous annual sum of 927,9-:1.'5l. That such 
increase in the civil establisllluent could not have tak- 
en place, if the said "T arren Hastings, ,vho was at the 
head of the government, with the power annexed to 
the casting voice, had not actively pronloted the said 
increase, which he had po,ver to prevent, and ,vhich 
it was his duty to have prevented. That by such im 
moderate waste of the property of his enlployers, and 
by such scandalous breach of his fidelity to them, it 
was the intention of the said Warren Hastings to gain 
and secure the attacluuent and support of a 111ultitude 
of indiyiduals, by whose united interest, influence, all<1 
intrigues he hoped to be protected against any future- 
inquiry into his conduct. That it was of it
elf higb: 
Iy criminal in the said ,,- arren IIastings to ha\e so 
wasted the property of the East India COlllpany, and 
that the purpose to be obtained by such waste was a 
great aggravation of that crinle. 
That among the various instances of profusion by 
which the civil estahlislullent of Fort 'Villian1 was 
increased to the enormous annual sun1 hereinbefore 
mentioned, it appears that a Salt Office was created, 
of six comn1issioners, whose annual elnoluments were 
as follows, viz. : - 


President, or Comptroller, per annum 
1st member 
2d do. 
3d do. 
4th do. 
5th do. 


æ 18,480 
13,100 
11,480 
13,183 
6,257 
10,307 
æ 72,807 


VOL. IX. 


t 



18 


.\ RTICLES OF CHARGE 


That a Board of Revenue ,vas created by the said 
Warren Hastin

..
, con
b;ting of five cOlnlnissioners, 
whose annual cillohunellts were as follo\vs, viz.:- 


1st meruber, per annun1 
2d do. 
3d do. 
4th do. 
5th do. 


æ 10,950 
9,100 
9,100 
9,100 
9,100 
æ 47,350 


'"" 


That David Anderson, E
quire, first member of 
the said board, did not execute the duties, though he 
received the en10lun1ents of the said office: having 
acted, for the greatest part of the tilHe, as alubas- 
sador to 
Iahdajee Sindia, with a further salary of 
4,280l. a year, Inaking in all 1.3.230l. a year. 
That the 
aitl \Varren I-Iastings did create an office 
of Agent - ,Tîctualler to th9 garrison of Fort 'Yillialn, 
whose profit
, on an average of three years, ,vere 
15,970l. per annUlll. That this agency was held by 
the Postlnaster-Gencral, who in that capacity received 
2,200l. a year froln the Conlpany, and who was actu- 
ally no higher than a \\Titer in the service. That the 
person who held these lucrative offices, viz., 
J ohn 
Belli, was private secretary to the said "T arren IIast.- 
1 n gs. 
That the said Warren Hastings created a nomina] 
office of Resident at Goa, where the Company never 
had a Resident, nor business of any kind to transact, 
and gave the sai<l nOlninal office to a person ,vho was 
not a covenanted servant of the COlupallY, ,vith an 
allowance of 4,2ROl. a year. 
That these instances are proof
 of a crÏlninal pro- 
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fusion and high breach of trust to the India COlnpany 
in the said "T arren IIastings, under whose govern- 
ment, and by nleans of whose special po'wer, derived 
from the effect of his casting voice, all the said waste 
and profusion did take place. 
That at the end of the year 1780, ,,
hen, as the 
Court of Directors affirm, tn.e Oompany we1.e in the ut- 
'Jnost distress for nwney, and alnlOst every department in 
arrear, and when it appears that there was a great 

carcity and urgent want of grain at Fort St. George, 
the said Warren Ha stings did accept of a propo
al 
made to him by James Peter Auriol, then Secretary 
to the Council, to supply the Pre
idency of Fort St. 
George with rice and other articles, and did appoint 
the said Auriol to be the agent for supplying all the 
otn.e'r Presidencies with those articles: that the said 
Warren Hastings declared that the intention of the 
appointment" was l1l0St likely to be fulfilled by a lib- 
eral consideration of it," and therefore allowed the 
said Auriol a conullission of fifteen per cent on the 
whole of his disbursenlellts, thereby rendering it the 
direct interest of the said Auriol to Blake his dis- 
bursements as great as possible; that the chance of 
capture by the enenlY, or danger of the sea, was to be 
at the risk of the India Conlpany, and not of the said 
Auriol; that the said "T arrell Ha
tings declared per- 
sonally to the said 
turiol, "that this post was in- 
tended as a reward for his long and faithful services." 
That the President and Council of BOinbay did rc- 
monstrate against what they called the enormous 
amount of the charges of the. rice with which they 
were supplied, which they state to be nine rupee
 a 
bag at Calcutta, when they thenlselves could have 
contracted for its delivery at BOlllbay, free of all ri
k 
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and charges, at five rupees and three sixteenths per 
bag; and that even at 
fadras, where the distress and 
demand was greatest, the supplies of grain by private 
traders, charged to the Company, were nineteen per 
cent cheaper than that supplied by the said Auriol, 
exclusive of the risk of the sea and of capture by the 
ell e lny . That it is stated by the Court of Directors, 
that the agent's commission on a supply of a single 
year (the said cOinmission being not only charged on 
the prime cost of the rice, but a
o on the freight 
and all other charges) would amount to pounds ster- 
ling 26,873, and by the said Auriol himself is adn1it- 
ted to amount to 18,292l. That William Larkins, 
the Accountant-General at Fort William, having been 
ordered to examine the accounts of the said agent, 
did report to the Governor-General and Council, that 
he found them to be co'rrect in the additions and cal- 
culations:/' and that then the said Larkins adds the 
following declaration: "The agent being upon honor 
with respect to the snms charged in his accounts for 
the cost of the articles supplied, I did not think my- 
self authorized to require any voucher of the sums 
charged for the demurrage of sloops, either as to the 
time of detention or the rate of the charge, or of those 
for the articles lost in going do,vn the river; and on 
that ground I thought myself equally bound to admit 
the sums acknowledged as received for the sales of 
goods returned, ,vithout requiring vouchers of the 
rates at which they were sold." That in this transac- 
tion the said Warren Hastings has been guilty of a 
high breach of trnst and duty, in the unnecessary ex- 
penditure of the Company's money, and in subjecting 
the Company to a profusion of expense, at all times 
wholly unjustifiable, but particularly at the tÎIne when 
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that expense ,vas incurred. That. the said 'Varren 
Hastings was guilty of breach of orders, as well as 
breach of trust, in not advertising generally for pro- 
posals; in not contracting indifferently for the supplies 
with such Inerchants as might offer to furnish theln 
on the lowest tern1s; in giving an enorlnous cOllllnis- 
sion to an agent, and that cOlnmission not confined to 
the prime cost of the articles, but to be computed 011 
the whole of his charges; in acceptit)g of the honor of 
the said agent as a sufficient voucher {or the cost of 
the articles supplied, and for all charges whatever on 
which his comlnission was to be COlllputed; and final- 
ly, in giving a lucrative agency for the supply of a 
distressed and starving province as a reward to a Sec- 
retary of State, whose labors in that capacity ought 
to have been rewarded by an avowed public salary, 
and not otherwise. That, after the first year of the 
said agency was expired, the said Warrell Hastings 
did agree, that, for the future, the comn1ission to be 
drawn by the said agent should be reduced to five 
per cent, which the Governor-General and Council 
4:hen declared to be the custon
ar!J. anlOl.lnt drawn by 
merchants; Lut that even in this reduction of the 
cOllunission the said Warren Hastings was guilty of 
a deception, and did not in fact reduce the conunis- 
sion from fifteen to five per cent, having in1n1ediately 
after resolved that he, the agent, should be allowed 
the current interest of Calcutta upon all his drafts 
on the Treasury from the day of their dates, until 
they should be con1pletely liquidated; that the legal 
interest of money in Bengal is twelve per cent per 
allnun1, and the current interest froln eight to ten 
per cent. 
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\rIll. - PRESENTS, 
THAT, before the appointInent of the Governor
 
General and Council of Fort Willialll by act of 
Parliainent, the allowances n1ade by the East India 
COlllpany to the Presidents of that government "
erc 
abundantly sufficient; and that the said Presidents 
in general, and the said \Van'en Hastings particular- 
ly, was restrained by a specific covenant and indent- 
ure, which he entered into with the COinpany, frol11 
accepting any gifts, rewards, or gratuities whatsoev- 
er, on any account or pretcnce whatsoever. That 
in the Regulating Act passed in the year 1773, 
which appointed the said 'Varren Hastings, Esquire, 
Governor-General of Fort Willialll in Bengal, a sal- 
ary of twenty-five thousand pounds a year ,vas e
- 
tahlished for hiIn, to which the Court of Directors 
added, "that he should enjoy their principal houses, 
with the plate and furniture, both in town and coun- 
try, rent-free." That the saIne la\v which created 
the office and provided the salary of the said Warrell 
Hastings did expressly, and in the clearest and most 
cOinprehensive tern1S that could be devised, prohibit 
hiIn froin receiving any present, gift, or donation, in 
any n1annor or on any account ,vhatsoever; and that 
the said \Varren Hastings perfectly understood the 
meaning, and acknowledged the binding force of 
thif\ prohibition, before he accepted of the office to 
,vhieh it was annexed: he knew, and had declared, 
that the prohibition was positive and decisive; that it 
ad11zitted neither of refinement or rnisconstruction,o and 
tllat in his opinion an opposition would be to incur the 
penalty. 
That, notwithstanding the covenants and ellgage- 
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lllents above Inelltioncd, it appears in the recorded 
proceedings of the Goyernor-General and Council 
of Fort 'Yillianl, that sundry charges ha ye been 
brought against the said "r arren Ha
tings for gifts 
or presents corruptly taken by hill1 before the pro. 
nnllgatiou of the act of 1773 ill India
 and that these 
charges ,vere produced at the Council Board in the 
presence of the said 'Yarren Hastings. That, in 

Iarch, 1775, the late Rajah X ulldcoIl1ar, a native 
llindoo, of the highest caste in his religion, and of 
the highest rank in society, by the offices 'which he 
had held under the country govenllnent, did lay be- 
fore the Council an account of various Sluns of 111011- 
ey paid by hiln to the said Warren Hastings, alnount- 
ing to forty thousand pounds and upwards, for offices 
and elllploynlents COITUIJt!y disposed of by the said 
1Varren IIastings, and did offer and engage to prove 
and establish the saIne by sufficient eyidence. That 
this account is stated with a 11lillute particularity and 
precision; the date of each paYll1ellt, dowll to that of 
slnall Stuns, is specified; the various coins in which 
such paYInents were severally lllade are distinguished; 
and the different persons through ,vhose hands the 
nloney passed into those of the said Warren IIastings 
are nalHed. That such particularity on the face of 
such a charge, supposing it false, is favorable to the 
party wrongfully accused, and exposes the accuser 
to an instant and easy detection: for, though, as the 
said "T arren Hastings hilnself has observed on an- 
other occasion, "papers may be forged, and eviden- 
ces l11ay appear in nUlubers to attest theIn, yet it 
HUlst always be au easy nlatter to detect the falsity 
of any forged paper produced by exanlillillg the wit- 
nesses separately, and subjecting thel11 to a subse- 
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quent cross-exaluination, in \vhich case, if false, they 
Will110t be able to persevere in one regular, consistent 
story"; \vhercas, if no advantage Le taken of such 
particularity in the charge to detect the falsehood 
thereof, and if no atte111pt to disprove it, and no de- 
fence whatever be made, a presumption justly and 
reasonably arises in favor of the truth of such charge. 
That the said \Varren Hastings, instead of offering 
anything in his defence, declared that he would not 
suffel. Nitndcontar to appear before the board as hi,,,; 
accuser; that he attelnpted to indict his said accuser 
for a conspiracy, in which he failed; and that the 
said Rajah N undcomar was soon after, and ,vhile his 
charge against the said 'Varren I-Iastings \vas depend- 
ing before the COlincil, indicted upon an English 
penal statute, \vhich does not extend even to Scot- 
land,* before the Supreme Court of J udicatnro, for 
an offence said to have been C0111nlitted seyeral years 
before, and not capital by the laws of India, and ,vas 
condelnned and executed. That the evidence of this 
man, not having been encountered at the thne 'VhOll 
it might and ought to have been by the said 'Van'en 
Hastings, rernains justly in force agaiust hilll, and is 
not abated by the capital punislnnent of the said 
Nundcomar, but rather confirillod by the tÏ1ne and 
circumstances in which the accuser of the said \Var- 
ron Hastings suffered death. That one of the offices 
for which a part of the Inoney ahove 111entioned is 
stated to have been paid to the said \Varren Hastings 
was given by him to 
Iunny Begun1, the widow of 
the late 1\111' Jaffier, Nabob of Bengal, whose son, hy 
another woman, holds that title at present. Tha t 
the said Warren Hastings had been instructed hy the 


· 2d Jcar of Gcorgc II. 
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Court of Directors of the East India COlnpany to ap- 
point" a minister to transact the political affairs of 
the goverIunent, and to select for that purpose some 
person well qualified for the affairs of government, to 
be the minister and guardian of the Nabob's minor- 
ity." That for these offices, and for the execution of 
the several duties belonging to theln
 the said War- 
l'cn Hastings selected and appointed the said 
Iullny 
Begum, a WOlnan evidently unqualified for and in- 
capable of such offices, and restrained froll1 acting in 
such capacities by her necessary seclusion from the 
world and retirelnent in a seraglio. That, a consid- 
erable deficiency or elnbezzlement appearing in this 
woman's account of the young Nabob's stipend, she 
voluntarily declared, by a writing under her seal, 
that she had given fifteen thousand pounds to the 
said Warren Hastings for an entertaÏInuent, - which 
declaration corresponds with and confirms that part 
of the charge produced by Rajah Xundcomar to 
which it relates. That neither this nor any other 
part of the said charge has h30n at any time direct. 
ly denied or disputed by the said Warrèn Hastings, 
though ll1ade to his face, and though he 'was repeat- 
edlyaccused by his colleagues, who were appointed by 
Parlialuent at the stune tinle with hilnself, of pecula- 
tion of every sort. That, instead of promoting a strict 
inquiry into his conduct for the clearance of his inno- 
cence and honor, he did repeatedly endeavor to elude 
and stifle all inquiry by attempting to dissolve the 
nleetings of the Council at which such charges were 
produced and by other lueans, and has not since 
taken any steps to disprove or refute the same. 
That the said Warrell Hastings, so long ago as Sep- 
tember, 1775, assured the Court of Directurs, "that 
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it was his fixed deterl11ination Inost fully and liber- 
ally to explain every circuln

allce of his conduct 
on the points on which he had been injuriously ar- 
raigned, and to afford then1 the clearest conviction 
of his own integrity, and of the propriety of his n10- 
tiyes for declining a present defence of it"; and hav- 
ing never since given to the Court of Directors any 
explanation whatever, Inucb less the full and lih
ul 
explanation he had pron1Ï
cd so rep2atedly, has there- 
by abandoned even that late and protracted defence 
which he hilnself lllust have thought necessary to be 
made at SOlne tilne or other, and ,\
hich he "Tonld be 
thought to have deferred to a period Inore suitable 
and convenient than that in which the facts were re- 
cent, and the ilnpression of these and other charges 
of the saIne nature against hin1 was fresh and uniln- 
paired in the luinds of l11en. 
That on the 30th of 
Iarch, 1775, a Inolnbor of the 
Council produced and laid before the board a peti- 
tion fro1l1 l\Iir Zein ...\..bul Deen, (forn1erly farn1er of 
a district, and 'who had been in creditable stations,) 
setting forth, that I\.:.hân J rhan Khân
 thon Phonsdar 
of Hoogly, had obtained that office froln the said 
Warren Hastings, with a salary of sevcnty-two thou- 
sand sicca rupees a year, and that the said P1IOllsdar 
had given a re(]e
Jt of bribe to the patron of the city, 
l11eaning \Varren Hastings, to pay him annually thir- 
ty-six thousand rupees a year, aud also to his hanian, 
Cantoo Baboo, four thousand rupees a year, out of 
the salary abuve n1cntioncd. That by the thirty-fifth 
article of the instructions given to the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Council, they are directed "illlll1ediately to 
cause the strictest inquiry to be 111aÙe in to all op- 
pressions which 111ight have been COlllll1itted either 
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against the natives or European
, and into all abuses 
that 111ight have prevailed in the collection of the rev- 
enues, or any part of the civil gOyernnlent of the 
Presidency, and to COlluuullicate to the Directors all 
infornlation ,yl1Ích they 111ight be able to obtain rela- 
tive thereto, or to any dissipation or elnbezzlel11ent 
of the C0l11pany's 1110ney." That the ubove petition 
and instruction having been read in Council, it was 
11loved that the petitioner should be ordered to attend 
the next day to luake good his charge. That the 
said Warren Hastings declared, ,. that it appeared to 
hinI to be the purpose of the 111ajority to Inake hin1 
the sole object of their personal attacks; that they 
had taken their line, and 111ight pursue it; that he 
should have other remarks to make upon this trans- 
action, but, as they would be equally applicable to 
'I1zany others 'which in the course of this business "'-ere 
likely to be brought before the board, he should say 
no Inore on the subject ,. ; - and he objected to the 
1110tion. That by the preceding declaration the said 
1Yarren Hastings did adnlÍt that lilany other charges 
were likely to be brought against hinI, and that such 
charges would be of a sin1Ílar nature to the first, viz., 
a corrupt bargaining for the disposal of a great office, 
since he declared that his remai'ks on that transac- 
tion would be equally applicable to the rest; and 
that, by objecting to the Illotion for the personal at- 
tendance of the accuser, he resisted and disobeyed 
the Company's instructions, and did, a
 far as de- 
pended on his power, endeavor to obstruct and pre- 
vent all inquiry into the charge. That in so doing 
he failed in his duty to the Conlpany, he disobeyed 
their express orders, and did leave the charge against 
himself without a reply, and even 'without a denial, 
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and with that unayoidable presulnption against his 
innocence which lies against every person accused 
whç> not only refuses to plead, but, as far as his vote 
goes, endeavors to prevent an examination of the 
charge, and to stifle all inquiry into the truth of it. 
That, the nlotion having been nevertheless carried, 
the said 'Varren Hastings did, on the day following, 
declare, " that he could not sit to be confronted with 
such accusers, nor suffer a judicial inquiry into his 
conduct at the board of which he was president, and 
declared the meeting of the board dissolved." That 
the board continued to sit and exanlÌne witnesses, 
servants of the Phousdar, on oath and written evi- 
dence, being letters under the hand and seal of the 
Phousdar, all directly tending to prove the charge: 
viz., that, out of the salary of seventy-two thousand 
rupees a year paid by the Company, the said Phous- 
dar received but thirty-two thousand, and that the re- 
mainder was received by the said 'Varren Hastings 
and his banian. That the Phousdar, though repeat- 
edly ordered to attend the board, did, under vari- 
ous pretences, decline attending, until the 19th of 
May, when, the letters stated be his, that is, under 
his hand and seal, being shown to hiIn, it was pro- 
posed by a melnber of the board that he should be 
asked whether he had any objection to swear to the 
truth of such ans\vers as he might nlake to the ques- 
tions proposed by the board; that the said "\Varren 
Hastings ol
jected to his being put to his oath; that 
the question ,vas nevertheless put to hiln, in consc- 
quence of a resolution of the board; that he first 
declined to swear, under pretence t/tat it "l(}a
 a 'Jnat- 
tel' of seri()u,
 consequence to /tis c/taracter to talce an 
oath, and, when it was finally left to his option, he 
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declared, "
Ieall people might swear, but that his 
character would not allo\v him, - that he could not 
s'wear, and had rather subject hinlself to a loss." 
That the evidence in support of the charge, being on 
oath, was in this manner left uncontradicted. That 
it 'was adn1Ïtted by the said 'Yarren Hastings, that 
neither 
Iussuhnen or Hindoos are forbidden by the 
precepts of their religion to swear; that it is not true, 
as the said 
... arren Hastings asserted, that it was re- 
pugnant to the manners either of Hindoos or )Ius- 
sulmen; and that, if, under such pretences, the na- 
tives were to be exelnpted from taking an oath, 
when examined by the Governor and Council, all the 
inquiries. pointed out to then1 by the COlllpany's in- 
structions might stop or be defeated. That no valid 
reason was or could be assigned why the- said Phous- 
dar should not be exan1ined on oath; that the charge 
was not against himself; and that, if any questions 
had been put to him, tending to make him accuse 
himself, he might have declined to answer them. 
That, if he could have safely sworn to the innocence 
of the said Warren Hastings, fl'oln ,vholn he received 
his employment, he was bound in gratitude as well 
as justice to the said Wan'en Hastings to have con- 
sented to be exalnined on oath; that, not having 
done so, and having been supported and abetted in 
his refusal by the said Warren Hastings himself, 
whose character and honor ,vere Ünmediately at 
stake, the whole of the evidence for the truth of the 
charge remains unanswered, and in full force against 
the said Warren Hastings, who on this occasion re- 
curred to the declaration he had before made to the 
Directors, viz., "that he would most fully and lib- 
erally explain every circUlllstance of his conduct," 
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but has never since that tillle given the Directors 
any explanation whatsoever of his said conduct. 
And finally, that, when the Court of Directors, in 
January, 1776, referred the question (concerning the 
legality of the power assulned and repeatedly exer. 
ciscd by the said Warrell Hastings, of dissolving the 
Council at his pleasure) to the late Charles Sayer, 
then standing counsel of the East India COlnpany, 
the said Charles Sayer declared his opinion ill fayor 
of the power, but concerning the use and exercise of 
it in the case
 stated did declare his opinion in the 
following words: "I believe he, Warrell Haf'tings, is 
the first governor that ever dissolved a council in- 
quiring into his behavior, when he was iunocent." 
Before he could SUlnmon three councils, and dissolve 
them, he had tiu1e fully to consider what \vould be 
the result of such conduct, to convince everybody be- 
yond a donbt of lâs conscious guilt. - That, by a reso- 
lution of a Inajority of the Council, constituting a 
lawful act of the Governor-General and Council, the 
said Khân J ehan Khâll was dislnissed frol11 the office 
of Phousdar of IIoogly for a contempt of the au- 
thority of the board; that, ,vithin a fe,v weeks after 
the death of the late Colonel :
fonson, the nUlnLer 
of the Council being then even, and all questions 
being then deternlined by the Governor-Gcneral's 
casting voice, the said 'Yarren Hastings did Inove 
and carry it in Council, that the said Khâll J ellan 
l{hân should be restored to his office; and that res- 
toration, not having been preceded, accompanied, or 
followed by any explanation or defence \vhatsoever, 
or even by a denial of the specific and circlun
tan- 
tial charge of collusion with the said !Chân Jchan 
Khân, has confinued tho truth of the said charge. 


. 
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That, hcsic1c
 the 
nnlS chargcd to havc becn paid 
to the said W arrcn Hastin
s by the said X nllLleolnar 
and 
r unny Bcgnn1 anù Khân J chan Khân, and hc- 
sides the 
lUll of one hundred and ten thousand 
pounds already n1entioned to have been accepted 
without hesitation by hiIll, as a prcscnt on the part 
of the Nabob of Oude and that of his lllinisters, the 
circnnlstances of which have been particularly report- 
ed to the House of Conlmons. it appears by the ('on- 
fe
sion of the said V\-r arren Ha
tings, that he has at 
different tiines since the prolllulgation of thc act of 
1773, received various other sUIns, contrary to the 
express prohibition of the said act, and his own de- 
clared sense of the evident intent and obligation thcre- 
of. - That in the 11l0IlÌh of J un e, 1780, the said War- 
1'en Hastings 111ade to the Council what he called" a 
yery unusual tender, by offering to exonerate the 
COlllpallY fron1 the expense of a particular lneasure, 
and to take it upon lâmself
' declaring that he had al- 
ready deposited two lacs of rupees [or twenty-three 
thou
alld pounds] in the hands of the COlllpany's 
sub-treasurer for that service." That in a subse- 
. quent letter, dated the 29th of Novelnber, 1780, he 
illforlned the Court of Dircctors, that "this 1110ney, 
by ,yhatever llleans it ca1l1e into their possession, 'Was 
not his own"; but he did not then, nor has he at any 
tÌlne since, lllade known to the Court of Dircctors 
from whonl or on what account he received that nlon- 
oy. as it ,vas his duty to hayc done in the first in- 
stance, and notwithstailClillg the said Directors sig- 
nified to hin1 their expectation that he should COlll- 
nnlnicate to then1 "inunediate infol'lnation of the 
channel by which this Inoner calllC into hi
 po
session, 
with a c0111plete illustration of the canse or causes of 
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so extraordinary an event." But, froln evidence ex- 
alninedin England, it has been discovered that this 
money was received by the said \Varrcn IIastings 
fron1 Cheyt Sing, the Rüjah of Benares, ,vho was soon 
after dispossessed of all his property and driven from 
his country and goverlunent by the said \Varren Hast- 
ings. That, notwithstanding the declaration lnade 
by the said Warren Hastings, that he had actually 
deposited the sum above mentioned in the hands of 
the Company's sub-treasuror for their service, it does 
not appear that" any entry whatsoever of that or any 
other payn1en t by the Governor-General ,vas Inade in 
the Treasury accounts at or about the tilne," nor is 
there any trace in the Company's books of its being 
actually paid into their treasury. It appears, then, 
by the confession of the said Warren Hastings, that 
this money was receh
ed by hirn; but it does not ap- 
pear that he has converted it to the property and use 
of the COlnpany. 
That in a letter from the said \Varren Hastings to 
the said Court of Directors, dated the 22d of l\Iay, 
1782, but not dispatched, as it might and ought to 
have been, at that tinIe, but detained and kept back 
by the said "\Varren Hastings till the 16th of Decen1- 
bel' following, he has confessed the receipt of various 
other sunlS, alnounting (with that ,vhich he accepted 
from the Nabob of Oude) to nearly t\VO hundred 
thousand pounds, which sunlS he affirmed had been 
converted to the COlnpany's property through his 
111eans, but without discovering fron1 wholn or on 
what account he received the saIne. That, instead 
of converting this lnoney to the COlnpany's property, 
as he affirlned he had done, it appears that he had lent 
the greater part of it to the Company upoil bonds 
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bearing interest, which bonds were den1anded and re- 
ceived by hiln, and, for aught that yet appears, have 
never been given up or cancelled. That for another 
considerable part of the above-n1entioned SUln he has 
taken credit to himself, as for a deposit of his own 
property, and therefore demandable by him out of the 
Con1pany's treasury at his discretion. That all sunlS 
so lentoI' deposited are not alienated from the persoll 
\vho lends or deposits the saIne; consequently, that 
the declaration nlade by the said Warren Hastings, 
that he had converted the whole of these Sluns to the 
Company's property, was not true. Nor would such 
a transfer, if it had really been made, have justified 
the said Warren Hastings in originally receiving the 
money, which, being in the first instance contrary to 
law, could not be rendered legal by any subsequent 
disposition or application thereof; much less would it 
have justified the said Warren Hastings in delaying 
to Inake a discovery of these transactions to the Court 
of Directors until he had heard of the inquiries then 
begun and proceeding in Parlialuent, in finally mak- 
ing a discovery, such as it is, in ter1ns the 1110St in- 
tricate, obscure, and contradictory. That, instead of 
that full and clear explanation of his conduct \vhich 
the Court of Directo
s demanded, and which the said 
Warren Hastings was bound to give them, he has 
contented hilnself with telling the said Directors, that, 
"if this n1atter was to be exposed to the view of the 
public, his reasons for acting as he had done Inight 
furnish a variety of conjectures to which it ,vauld be 
of little use to reply; that he either chose to conceal 
the first receipts from public curiosity by receiying 
bonds for the amount, or possibly acted without any 
studied design which his rnemory could at that dis- 
VOL, IX. 3 
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tance of tilue verify; and that he could have concealed 
then1 from their eye and that of the public forever." 
That the discovery, a
 far as it goes, establishes the 
guilt of the said 'Varren I-Ia
tings in taking nloney 
against law, but docs not ,varrant a conclusion that 
he has di
covered all that he may have taken; that, 
on the contrary, snch di
covery, not being n1ade in 
pi'oper tilne, and ,vhell Inade being imperfect, per- 
plexed, and wholly unsatisfactory, leads to a just a,nd 
reasonable presunIptlon that other facts of the salne 
nature have been concealed, since those which he has 
confessed might have heen forever, and that this 
partial confession was either extorted from the said 
'Varren Hastings by the dread of detection, or made 
'with a view of reluoving suspicion, and preventing 
any further inquiry into his conduct. 
That the. said 'Varren IIastings, in a letter to the 
Court of Directors dated 21st of February, 1784, has 
confessed his having privately received another sum 
of Inoney, the amount of which he has not declared, 
hilt which, frOlll the application he says he has luade 
of it, could not be less than thirty-four thousand 
pounds sterling. That he has not inforlned the Di- 
rectors from Wh01U he receive
 this 111oney, at what 
tilne, nor on what account; but, on the contrary, has 
attempted to justify the receipt of it, which ,vas illegal, 
by the application of it, which was unauthorized aud 
unwarrantable, and which, if adlnitted as a reason for 

eceiving Inoney privately, ,vonld constitute a prece- 
dent of the l110st dangerous nature to the COlllpany's 
service. That, in attenlpting to justify the receipt 
and application of the said Inoney, he has endeavored 
to establish principles of conduct in a Governor which 
tend to subvert all order and regularity in the C011- 
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duct of public business, to encourage and facilitate 
fraud aHd corruption in all offices of pecuniary trust, 
and to defeat all inquiry into the misconduct of any 
person in ,vhom pecuniary trust is reposed. - That the 
said Warren Hastings, in his letter above ll1entioned, 
has l1lade a declaration to the Court of Directors in 
the following tern1S: "Having had occasion to dis- 
burse from my o,vn cash many sunls, which, though 
required to enable n1e to execute the duties of my 
station, I have hitherto onlitted to enter in lllY public 
accounts, and my own fortune being unequal to so 
heavy a charge, I have resolved to reimburse lnyself 
in a Inode the most suitable to the situation of your 
affairs, by charging the sallle in lllY Durbar accounts 
of the present year, and crediting thenl by a sum pri- 
vately received, and appropriated to your seryice in 
the same luanneI' with other sunlS received on account 
of the IIonorable COlnpany, and already carried to 
their account." That at the tinle of writing this let- 
ter the said Warren Hastings had been in possession 
of the government of Fort 'Yillian1 about twel ye years, 
with a clear salary, or avowed emohllnents
 at no tilne 
less than twenty-fiye thousand pounds sterling a year, 
exclusive of which all the principal expenses of his 
residence were paid for by the Conlpany. That, if the 
services 111entioned by hin1 "\\-"ere required to enable 
him to execute the duties of his station, he ought not 
to have omitted to enter them in his public accounts 
at the tinles when the expenses were incurred. That, 
if it was true, as he affirms, that, 'when he first en- 
gaged in these expen
es, he had no intention to carry 
them to the account of the Company, there was no 
subsequent change in his situation which could ju
tify 
his departing from that intention. That, if his own 
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fortune in the year 1784 was unequal to so heavy a 
charge, the state of his fortune at any earlier period 
nlust have been still more unequal to so heavy a 
charge. That the fact so asserted by the said 'V ar- 
1'en Hastings leads directly to an inference palpably 
false and absurd, viz., that, the longer a Governor- 
General holds that lucrative office, the poorer be 11Ulst 
beco111e. That neither ,vould the assertion, if it ,vere 
true, nor the inference, if it were admitted, justify 
the conduct avo,ved by the said Warren Hastings in 
resolving to rein1burse hÌ1nself out of the C01l1pany's 
property ,vithout their consent or knowledge. - That 
the account transmitted in this letter is styled by him- 
self an aggregate of a contingent account of twelve years; 
that all contingent accounts should be subrnitted to 
those who ought to have an official control over them, 
at annual or other shorter periods, in order that the 
expense already incurred may be checked and exalll- 
ined, and similar expenses, if disapproved of, may be 
prohibited in tirne; that, after a very long period is 
elapsed, all check and control over such expenses is 
impracticable, and, if it were practicable in t
le pres- 
ent instance, ,vonld be c0111pletely useless, since the 
said Warren Hastings, without \vaiting for the COll- 
sent of the Directors, did resolve to reÙnburse himself. 
That the conduct of the said 'Varren Hastings, in 
withholding these accounts for twelve years together, 
and then resolving to reirnburse himself without the 
consent of his ernployers, has been fraudulent in the 
first instance, and in the second alnounts to a deni- 
al and 1110ckery of the authority placed over hin1 by 
law; and that he has thereby set a dangerous exam- 
ple to his successors, and to every man in trust or 
office under hirn. - That the nlode in which he has 
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reilnbursed himself is a crin1e of a n1uch higher order, 
and greatly aggraYate
 whate\Ter was already criminal 
in the other parts of this transaction. That the said 
Warron IIastings, in declaring that he 
hould rein1
 
burse himself by crediting the COlnpany by a sum 
privately received, has ackllow ledged hin1self guilty 
of an illegal act in receiving money privately. That 
he has suppressed or withheld every particular 'which 
could throw any light on a conduct so suspic'ous in 
a Governor as the private receipt of ll10ney. That 
the general confession of the private receipt of a 
large stun in gross, in which no circulnstance of 
tÏ1ne, place, occasion, or person, nor e,en the an10ullt, 
is specified, tends to cover or protect any act of the 
saIne nature (as far as a general confession can pro- 
tect such acts) which ll1ay be detected hereafter, and 
which in fact may. llot Inake part of the gross Slun so 
confessed, and that it tends to perplex and defeat all 
inquiry into such practices. - That the said Warren 
Hastings, in stating to the Directors that he has re- 
solved to reÍ1nburse hin1self in a mode tlte most suit- 
able to the situation of their affai'l"s, viz., by receiving 
money privately against law, has stated a presun1p- 
tion highly injurious to the integrity of the said Di- 
rectors, viz., that they 'will not object to, or e\'en in- 
quire into, any extraordinary expenses incurred and 
charged by their Governors in India, provided such 
expenses are reilnbursed by n10ney privately and ille- 
gally received. That he has not explained what that 
situation of their affairs was or could be to which so 
dangerous and corrupt a principle was or 1night be 
applied. - That no evidence has been produced to 
prove that it 'was true, nor any ground of argtUnellt 

tated to show that it ll1ight be credihle, that any na- 
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tive of India had voluntarily and gratuitously given 
money privately to the said 'Yarrcn Hastings, that is, 
without SOlne prospect of a benefit in return, or some 
dread of his resenhnellt, if he refused. That it is not 
a thing to be believed, that any native ,vouId give 
large StUllS privately to a Governor, which he refused 
to gi\ye or lend publicly to goVel'lllnent, unless it ,vere 
. to derive S01l1e adequate secret advantage from the 
favor, or to avoid SOlne Inischief froln the enlnity'of 
such Governor. - That the late confessions made by 
the said 'Varren Hastings of money received again:::;t 
law are no proof that he did not originally intend to 
appropriate the salne to his own use, such confessions 
having been made at a suspicious moment, ,vhen, 
and not before, he was apprised of the inquiries com- 
menced in the House of C0l11111ons, and when a dread 
of the consequence of those inquiries might act upon 
his mind. That such confessions, from the obscure, 
intricate, and contradictory manner in ,vhich they 
are Inade, Ï1nply guilt in the said Warren Hastings, 
as far as they go; that they do not furnish any color 
of reason to conclude that he has confessed all the 
Inoney ",-hich he may have corruptly received; but 
that, on the contrary, they ,varrant a just and reason- 
able presUlllption, that, in discovering SOlne part of 
the bribes he had received, he hoped to lull suspicion, 
and thereby conceal and secure the rest. 
That the Court of Directors, 'when the forn1er ac- 
counts of these transactions caIne before theIn, did 
show an evident disposition not to censure the said 
Warren Hastings, but to give the most favorable 
construction to his conduct; that, nevertheless, they 
found theinseives obliged" to confess that the state- 
ment of those tran:::;actio11s appeared to thelu in Inany 
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parts so unintelligible, that they felt themselves under 
the necessity of calling on the Governor-General for 
an explanation, agrecaLly to his pron1Íse voluntarily 
made to theln." 
That their letter, containing this requisition, ",-as 
received in Bengal in the l1l0llÌh of ...-tugust, 1784, 
and that the said 'Van'en IIastillgs did not elnhark 
for England until the 2d of February, 178;5, but 
n1ade no reply to that letter before his departure, 
o"ing, as he has since said, to a vai'iety of other nW1'e 
irnportant occupations. That, under pretence of such 
occupations, he neglected to tran
mit to the Court 
of Directors a copy of a paper ,,-hich, he says, con- 
tained the only account he ever kept of the transac- 
tion. That such a paper, or a copy of it, n1Îght have 
been transn1Ïtted without interrupting other Î1upor- 
tant occupations, if any could be lllore ÏIuportaut 
than that of giving a clear and satisfactory answer 
to the requisition of the Director
. That since his 
arrival in England he has ,vritten a letter to the 
chairman of that court, professedly in answer to 
their letter above Inentioned, but in fact giving no 
explanation or satisfaction 'whatsoever on the points 
which they had declared to be unintelligible. That 
the tenl1S of his letter are aillbiguous and obscure, 
such as a guilty luan 111ight have recourse to in order 
to cover his guilt, but such as no innocent luan, froln 
,,-honl nothill
 was required but to clear his inno- 
cence by giving plain answers to plain questions, 
could possibly have nlade use of. That in his letter 
of the 11th of July, 1785, he says, " that he has been 
kindly apprised that the illforIllation required as above 
u'as yet expected fl"O'Jn hÍ1n: that the subn1Ïssion which 
his respect ,vould have enjuined hinl tu pay to the 
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command Ï1nposed 011 him U'as lost to his recollection, 
perhaps frOlTI the stronger Ï1upression which the first 
and distant perusal of it had left on his Inind that it 
was rather intended as a reprehension for sOlllething 
which had given offence ill his report of the original 
transaction than as expressive of any want of a fur- 
ther elucidation of it." * 
That the said Warren I-Iastings, in affecting to 
doubt whether the information expressìÿ req Hired of 
him by his employers was expected or not, has en- 
deavored to justify a crin1Ïnal delay and eva
ion ill 
giving it. That, considering the illlportanc
 of the 
subject, and the recent date of the cOlnnland, it is not 
possible that it could be lost to his recollection ,,' llluch 
less is it possible that he could have understood the 
specific denland of an answer to specific q uestiolls to 
be intended only as a reprehension for a forlner of. 
fence, viz., the offence of \vithholding froln the Di- 
rectors that very explanation which he ought to have 
given in the first instance. That the said 'Yarrcn 
IIastings, in his answer to the said questions, cau- 
tiously avoids affirn1Ïng or denying anything in clear, 
positive tern1s, and professes to recollect nothing with 
absolute certainty. That he has not, even now, in- 
formed the Directors of the nanle of anyone person 
frorn Wh0111 any part of the monoy in question wa
 
received, nor what was the motive of anyone person 
for giving the same. That he has, indeed, declared, 
that his Illotive for lending to the COlllpany, or ùepos- 
iting in their treasury in his 0"''''11 nalne, Inoney which 
he has ill other places declared to be their proper- 
ty, was to avoid ostentation, and that lending the 


*' See his letter of the 11th of July, 1785, at the end of the 
Charges. 
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Inolley ,vas the least liable to reflection
' yet, when he 
has statcd these and other conjectural 11lotives for his 
own conduct, he declares he 
()ill not affinn, though 
he is firmly persuaded, that those were his sentiments on 
the occasion. That of one thing only the said Warren 
Hastings declares he is certain, viz., "that it 'vas his 
design originally to have concealed the receipt of all the 
SUlllS, except the second, evcn fro111 the knowledge of 
the Court of Directors, but that, ,vhen fortune threw 
a SUlll in his way of a luagnitude u'hich could not 
be concealed, and the peculiar delicacy of his situation 
at the tillle in ,vhich he received it 11lade him more 
circulllspect of appearances, he chose to apprise his 
elllployers of it." That the said 'Yan'en Hastings 
inforllls the Directors, that he had indorsed the 
bonds taken by hinl for 11loney belonging to the 
COlllpany, and lent by him to the Conlpany, in order 
to guard against their becoming a claim on the C'om- 
pany, as part of his estate, in the event of his death; 
but he has not affirnled, nor does it anywhere ap- 
pear, that he has surrendered the said bonds, as he 
ought to have done. That the said ,Yarren Hast- 
ings, in affirming that he had not tinle to ans,ver the 
questions put to him by the Directors, w"hile he was 
in Bengal, - in not bringing with hilll to England 
the doculnellts necessary to enable hÜn to answer 
tho
e questions, or in pretending that he has not 
brought them, - in referring the Directors back again 
to Bengal for those docuinents, and for any further 
inforlnation on a subject on ,vhich he has given them 
no inforlllation, - and particularly in referring them 
back to a perRon in Bengal for a paper which he says 
con tained the only account he ever kept of the trans- 
action, while he hitnself professes to doubt whether 
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that paper be still in being, ,vhether it be in the hands 
of that person, or ,vhether that person can recollect 
anything distinctly concerning it, - has been guilty of 
gross evasions, and of palpable prevarication and de- 
ceit, as well as of contlunacy and disobedience to the 
lawful orders of the Court of Directors, and thereby 
confinl1ed all the former evidence of his having COll- 
stantly used the influence of his station for the n10st 
scandalous, illegal, and corrupt purpo
es. 


IX,-RESIGNATION OF THE O:FFICE OF GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL. 


THAT \\T arren Hastings having by his agent, Lauch- 
Ian l\Iacleane, Esquire, on the 10th day of October, in 
the year 1776, "signified to the Court of Directors 
his desire to resign his office of Goyernor-General of 
Bengal, and requested their nomination of a succes- 
sor to the vacancy which ,vouid be thereby occa- 
sioned ill the Supren1e Coullcil," the Court of Direc- 
tors did thereupon desire the said Lauchlan l\Iacleane 
"to infonn then1 of the authority under which he 
acted in a point of such very great ill1portance"; 
and the said Lauchlan l\facleane "signifying there- 
upon his readiness to gi\Tc the court every possi- 
ble satisfaction on that subject, but the powers with 
which he was intrusted by the papers in his custody 
being mixed with other 111atters of a nature extrell1ely 
confidential, he would sublnit the san1e to the inspec- 
tion of any three of the 111elnbers of the court," the 
said Court of Director
 elnpo,vored tho Chairn1all, 
Deputy Chairinan, and Richard Dccher, E
quire, to 
inspect the authorities, po\vers, aud directions with 
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which 
Ir. 
Iacleane ,vas furnished by 
Ir. Hastings to 
n1akc the propositions contained in his letter of the 
10th October, 1776, and to report their opinion there- 
on. And the said con11nittee did accordingly, on the 
23d of the said 1110nth, report, "that, having con- 
ferred with 
Ir. 
Iacleane on the subject of his letter 
presented to the court the 11th instant, they found, 
that, fro In the purport of 
Ir. Hastings's instructions, 
contained in a paper in his own handwriting given 
to 
Ir. 
Iacleane, and produced by hitn to theIn, 
Ir. 
Hastings declared he would not continue in the gov- 
ern111ent of Bengal, unless certain conditions there- 
in specified could be obtained, of which they saw no 
probability; and 
Ir. George Vansittart had declared 
to then1, that he was present when these instructions 
,vere given to 
Ir. 

acleane, and ,vhen 
Ir. Hastings 
eU1powered 1\11'. l\Iacleane to declare his resignation 
to the said court; that 
Ir. Stewart had likewise con- 
finned to then1, that 1\11'. Hastings declared to him, 
that he had given directions to the above purpose by 
1\11'. 
Iacleane." 
Aud the Court of Directors, having received fro1l1 
the said report due satisfaction respecting the au tho1'- 
ity vested in the said Lauchlan 
Iacleane to propose 
the said resignation of the office of Governor-General 
of Bengal, did unanimously resolve to accept the 
same, and did also, under powers vested in the said 
court by the act of the 13th year of his present 

Iajesty, "non1Íllate and appoint Edward 'Yheler, 
Esq uire, to succeed to the office in the Council of 
Fort 'Vin
an1 in Bengal which will becolne vacant by 
the said resignation, if such nonlÍnation shall be ap- 
proved by his l\Iajesty": which non1ination and ap- 
poihtn1ent ,vas afterwards in due form approved and 
confir111ed by his 
Iajesty. 
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That the Court of Directors did, by a postscript 
to their general letter, dated 25th October, '1776, ac- 
quaint the Governor-General and Council at Calcutta 
of their acceptance of the said resignation, of their 
appointnlent of Edward Wheler, Esquire, to fill the 
said vacancy, and of his }lajesty's approbation of the 
said appOil1tnlent, together with the grounds of their 
said proceedings; and did transmit to the said Gov- 
ernor-General and Council copies of the said instru- 
Inents of appointlnent and confinllation. 
That the said dispatches fro111 the Court of Direc- 
tors were received at Calcutta, and ,vere read in 
Council on the 19th day of June, in the year 1777 ; 
and that Warren Hastings, Esquire, having taken no 
steps to yield the goveflunent to his successor, Gener- 
al Clavering, and having observed a profound silence 
on the subject of the said dispatches, he, the said 
General Clavering, did, on the next day, being the 
20th of June, by a letter addressed to the said War- 
1'en Hastings, require him to surrender the keys of 
Fort William, and of the C0l11pany's treasuries; but 
the said Warren Hastings did positively refuse to 
comply with the said requisition, "denying that his 
office was vacated, and declaring his resolution to 
assert and maintain his authority by every legal 
means." 
That the said General Clavering, conceiving that 
the office of Governor-General was vacated by the 
arrival of the said dispatches, ,vhich acquainted the 
Council-G-eneral of the resignation of the said 'Var- 
ren Hastings and the appointlnent of the said Edwarù 
"\Vheler, Ef:quire, and that he, the said Gencral Clav- 
ering, had in consequence thereof legally succeeded 
uuder the proyisions of tho act of the 13th year of hið 
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present 
Iajesty's reign, to the said office of Governor- 
GeneraL beco1l1e vacant in the manner aforesaid, did, 
in virtue thereof, issue ill his own name SllllU110nS- 
es to Richard Barwell, Esquire, and Philip Francis, 
Esquire, 111ell1bers of the Council, to attend the same, 
and in the presence of the said PhililJ Francis, Es- 
quire, who obeyed the said SUllllUOnS, did take the 
oaths as Governor-General, and did sit and preside in 
Council as Governor-General, and prepared several 
acts and resolutions in the said capacity of Governor- 
General, and did, amongst other things, prepare a 
proclamation to be made of his said succession to the 
go\Ycrn111ellt, and of its cOlnn1encing fron1 the date of 
the said proclan1ation, but did not carry any of the 
acts or resolutions so prepared into execution. 
The said "... arren Hastings did, notwithstanding 
thereof, and in pursuance of his resolution to assert 
and nlaintain his authority, illegally and unjustifiably 
SUUlmon the Council to n1eet in another deparbnent, 
and did sit and preside therein, apart from the said 
General Claverillg and his Council, and, in conjunction 
'with Richard Barwell, Esquire, who concurred there- 
in, issucd sundry orders and did sundry acts of gov- 
el'lllnent belonging to the office of Governor-General, 
and, all1Gngst others, did order several letters to be 
written in the nan1e of the Governor-General and 
Council, and did subscribe the sanle, to the com- 
lllalldant of the garrison of Fort "Villiam, and to the 
C0111n1311ding officer at Barrackpore, and to the C01l1- 
Inanding officers at the other stations, and also to the 
provincial councils and collectors in the provinces, en- 
joining them severally" to obey no orders excepting 
such as should be signed by the said 'Yarren Hast. 
ings, or a majority of his Council." 
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That the said Warren Hastings did, by the said pro
 
ceedings, which ,vere contrary both to la,v and to 
good faith, constitute a double gOYCrIllllcnt, thereby 
destroying and annihilating all government ,vhatever ; 
and, by his said orders to the 1l1ilitary officers, did 
prepare for open resistance by arms, exposing thereby 
the scttlen1ent, and all the inhabitants, subjects of or 
dependent on the British goverillnent, whether natiye 
or European, not only to political distractions, but to 
the horrors of civil war; and did, by exposing the 
divisions and weakness of the supren1e government, 
and thereby loosening the obedience of the provinces, 
shake the whole foundation of British authority, and 
in1n1inently endanger the existence of the British na- 
tion in India. 
That the said evils were averted only by the n10d- 
eration of the said General Clavering and Philip 
Francis, Esquire, in consenting to a refcrence, and 
subnlitting to thc decision of the judges of the Su- 
prelne Court of Judicature, although' they entertained 
no doubts themselves on the legality of their proceed- 
ings and the validity of General Clavering's instant 
right to the chair, and although they ,vere not in any 
way bound by la,v to consult the said judges, who had 
no legal or judicial authority theroin in virtue of their 
offices or as a court of justice, but were consulted, and 
interposed their advice, only as individuals, by the 
voluntary reference of the parties in the said dispute. 
And the said "\Varren Hastings, by his declaration, 
entered in 
finutes of Council, " that it was his deter- 
Inination to abide by the opinion of the judgcs," and 
by the n1easures he had previously taken as aforesaid 
to enforce the san1e by arl11S, did risk all the danger. 
ous consequcnces above mentioned: ,vhich Inust have 
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taken place, if the said General Clavering and Philip 
Francis, Esquire, had not been more tender of the 
puhlic interests, and less tenacious of their own 
rights, and had persisted in their claÏ1n, as they were 
by law entitled to do, the extra-judicial interposi- 
tion of the judge
 notwith
tanding; and frolH w'hich 
claim they receded only froll1 their desire to preserve 
the peace of the settlen1ent, and to prevent the nlis- 
chiefs ,vhich the illegal re
istance of the said Wan'en 
IIastings would otherwise infallibly haye occasioned. 
That, after the said judges had delivered their 
opinion, " that the place and office of Governor-Gen- 
eral of this Presidency had not yet been vacated by 
Warren Hastings, and that the actual assun1ption of 
the government by the nIen1ber of the Council next 
in succession to )11'. Ha
tings, in consequence of any 
deduction which could be 11lade froln the papers 
COIDllllu1Ïcated to then1, wonlrl be absolutely illegal," 
and after the said General Cla,-ering and Philip 
Francis, Esquire, had signified to the said \\T arren 
Hastings, by a letter dated the 21st of J nne, "their 
intention to acquiesce in the 
aid opinion of the 
judges," and when the differences in the Suprenle 
Council were by these IHeans cOlnposed, and the ca- 
lamities consequent thereon were ayoided, the said 
".,. an'en Hastings and Richard llarwell, E
quire
, di<l 
once more endanger the public peace and security by 
other illegal, unwarrantable, and unproyoked acts of 
violence: having oll1Ítted to sun1nlon either the said 
General Cla,.ering or the 
aid Philip Francis, E
- 
quire, to Council;. and lUHring, in a Council held 
thus privately and clande
tinely and contrary to law, 
on the 
2d day of June, conle to the following reso- 
lutions, viz. 
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"Resolved, That, by the said acts, orders, and 
doclarations of Lieutenant-General John Clavering, 
recited in the foregoing papers," (lneaning the pro- 
ceedings of General Clav-ering in hi
 separate Coun- 
cil 011 the 20th of June,) "he has actually usurped 
and assuilled and taken possession of the place and 
office of Governor-General of the Presidency of Fort 
'Villi am in Bengal, granted by the act of the 13 th of 
his present l\Iajesty to \Va.rren IIastings, Esquire. 
" Resolved, That Lieutenant-General John Claver- 
ing has thereby relinquished, resigned, surrendered, 
and vacated the office of Senior Counsellor of Fort 
"\Villialn in Bengal. 
" Resolved, That Lieutenant-General John Claver- 
ing has thereby relinquished, resigned, surrendered, 
and vacated his place of Comillander-in-Chief of the 
COll1pany's forces in India. 
" l
esolved, That Richard Barwell, Esquire, by vir- 
tue of the said act of Pariiainent, and by the death 
of the IIonoraLle George 
Ion
on, Esquire, is pro- 
moted to the office of Senior Counsellor of the Presi- 
dency of Fort \Villialn in Bengal, in consequence of 
the said rclinq uisllluent, resignation, snrrender, and 
vacation of General Clavering. 
" Resolved, That the office of Comlnander-in-Chief 
of the Con1pany's forces in India, by the relinquish- 
luent, resignation, surrender, and vacation of Gen- 
eral Clavering, and by the death of the Honorable 
George 
Ionson, Esquire, Joes no longer exist. 
"Resolved, That, for the preservation of the le- 
gality of our proceedings, Lieutenant-General John 
Clavering be not in futUl'O sunl1l1oIlod or adillitted as 
a lllcinber of the Goyerllor-General and Council." 
And the said \Varrcn IIastings and Richard Bar- 
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well, Esquire, did again 
it ill Council 011 the next 
day, being the 23d of J UllC, \vithout SUllllllonillg 
either General Clavering or Philip Francis, Esquire, 
and did C01ne to several other resolutions, and Inake 
several orders, contrary to law or justice, and incon- 
sistent with the tranquillity and the security of the 
settleillent: that is to say, they ordered their secre- 
tary " to notify to General Clavering that the board 
nad declared his offices of Senior Coull
ellor aHd 
COllllnander-in-Chief to be vacant, and to furnish hÎln 
with a copy of these proceedings, containing the 
grounùs of the board for the aforesaid declaration." 
Ând they ordered extracts of the said proceedings 
"to be issued in general orders, ,vith letters to an 
the provincial councils and n1Ïlitary stations, directing 
theln to publish the stune in general orders"; and 
they resolved, " that all Inilitary returns be n1ade to 
the Governor-General and Council in their n1ilitary 
departlnent, until a cOlllluallder-ill-chief shall be ap- 
pointed by the Con1pallY." 
That on the day following, that is to say, on the 

-!th of June, the said "r arren Hastings did again 
Oll1Ït to sumn10n General Clavering to Council, and 
did again, together with Richard Barwell, Esquire, 
who concurred therein, adhere to and confinn the 
said illegal resolutions C01l1e to on the two for1ner 
days, declaring "that they could not be l'etracted 
but by the present authority of the law or by future 
orders from home," and aggravating the guilt of the 
said unjustifiable acts by declaring, as the ::;aid ,r ar- 
ren Hastings did, " that they were not the precipitate 
efÌects of an instant and passionate hnpulse, but the 
fruits of long and most ten1perate deliberations, of 
inevitable necessity, of the strictest 
:;ense of public 
YOI., IX. 4 
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duty, and of a conviction equal in its llnpre
sion on 
his mind to absolute certainty." 
That the said 'Varren Hastings was the less excus- 
able in this obstinate adherence to his foriller unjust 
proceeùings, as the said declarations ,vore n1ade in 
answer to a 111otion Inade by Philip Francis, Esquire, 
for the reversal of the said proceedings, and to a 
jlninute introducing the said ll10tion, in which 1\11'. 
'Francis set forth in a clear and forcible nianner, and 
in tenus with which the Court of Directors have since 
declared their entire concurrence, both the extrclne 
danger and the illegality and invalidity of the said 
proceedings of Warren Hastings and Richard Bar- 
well, Esquire, concluding the said 111illute by the 
follo\ving conciliatory declaration: "And that this 
salutary Inotion Inay not be ilnpeded by any idea or 
suspicion that General Clavering Inay do any act 
inconsistent \vith the acquiescence which both he and 
I have avowed in the decision of the judges, I will 
undertake to answer for him in this respect, or that, 
if he should depart from the true spirit and n1eaning 
of that acquiescence, I will not be a party with bin1 in 
such proceedings." 
That the said 'ValTen Hastings could not plead 
ignorance of the la\v in excuse for the said illegal acts, 
as it appears from the proceedings of the four preced- 
ing days that he ,,"'as \vell acquainted \vith the teD.ure 
by \vhich the n1en1bers of the Council held their offi- 
ces under the act of the 13th of his present l\I3jesty, 
and had stated the san1e as a ground for retaining his 
own office, contrary to an express declaration of the 
Court of Directors anù an in
trlllnent under the sign- 
manual of his l\Injesty; and the judges of the Suprelne 
Court, in their reasons for their ùecision in his favor.. 
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l1ad stated the provisions in the said act,. so far as 
they related to the 11latter in dispute, fron1 which it 
appeared that there 'were but four grounds on which 
the office of any member of the Council could be 
vacated, - namely, drath, 1"el11o\al, resignation, or 
pron10tion. And as the act confined the power of 
reInov'al to h his )Iajcsty, his heirs and successors, 
upon representation n1ade by the Court of Directors 
of the said United COlnpany for the tÍIne being," and 
conferred no such po\ver on the Governor-General. or 
a 111ajority of the Council, to rClllO'YC, on any ground 
or for any cause w"hate\er, one of their colleagues,- 
so, gra.nting the claÏIl1 of (+enor31 Clayerillg to the 
chair, and hi
 acts done in furtherance thereof, to 
have been illegal, and criminal in whatever degree, 
yet it did not furnish to the rest of the Council any 
ground to renl0ye hirn fro111 his office of Counsellor 
under the provisions of the said act; and there could 
therefore relnain only his resignation or promotion, as 
a possible means of vacating his said office. But ","ith 
regard to the promotion of General Clavering to the 
office of Governor-General, although he claÏl11ed it 
hinlself, yet, as 
lr. Ha
tings did not adlnit it, and as 
in fact it was even receded froln by General Clavering, 
it could not be con
idered, at least by 
Ir. Hastings, 
as a valid ground for vacating his office of Senior 
Counsellor, since the act requires for that purpose, 
not a rejected clailn, but an actual and effectual pro- 
Il1otion; and General Cla,ering's office of Counsellor 
could no lllore be vacated by such a naked claiIn, 
unsupported and disallowed, than the seat of a n1el11- 
bel' of the IIon
e of COllullons could be vacated, and 
a ne"
 writ is
ucd to 
npply the yacancy, by his claim 


· I.'J Ceo. III. e, 63, 
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to the office of Ste,vard of the Chiltern Hundreds, 
when his 
fajesty has refused to appoint hhu to the 
said office. And with regard to resignation, although 
the said 'Yarren Hastings, as a color to his illegal 
resolutions, had affectedly introduced the word " re- 
sio'ned" alnono'st those of" relin q uished surrendered 

 
 " 
and vacated," yet he well kne,v that General Claver- 
ing had Inade no offer nor declaration of his resig- 
nation of his offices of Senior Counsellor and C0111- 
n1ander-in-Chief, and that he did not clailn the of- 
fice of Governor-General on the ground of any such 
resignation lnade by hilnsclf, but on the ground of a 
resignation made by the said 'Varren Hastings, ,vhich 
resignation the said 'Varrel1 Hastings did not adlnit; 
and the use of the term resigned on that occasion was 
therefore a manifest and wilful misconstruction and 
n1isapplication of the words of the act of his present 
1.Iajesty. And such misinterpretation and false exten- 
sion of the tertn of resignation was the more indecent 
in the said 'Varren Hastings, as he was at the saIne 
monlent disavowing and refusing to give effect to his 
own clear and express resignation, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the ,vord as used in the 
said act, made by his agent, duly authorized and iu- 
structed by hinlself so to do, to an authority cOlnpe- 
tent to receive and accept the same. 
That, although the said tVarren Hastings did after- 
wards recede froln the said illegal Ineasures, in com- 
pliance ,vith the opinion and advice of the judges 
again interposed, and did thereby avoid the guilt of 
such further acts and the blanle of such further evils 
as lnust have been consequent on a persistence there- 
in, yet he was lleyertheless still guilty of the illegal 
acts above described; and the SainG are great criules 
and misdelneanors. 
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rhat, although the judges did decide that the of- 
fice of Governor-General, held by the said 'Yan-en 
Hastings, ,vas not ipso facto and instanter vacated by 
the arrival of the said dispatches and doclunents trans- 
n1itted by the Court of Directors, and did con
ider the 
said consequences of the resignation as awaiting SOlne 
future act or event for its cOlnplete and effectual op- 
eration, yet the said judges did not declare any opin- 
ion on the ultiInate inyalidity of the said acts of 
Lauchlan ltlacleanc, Esquire, as not bcing binding 
on his principal, Warren Hastings, Esquire; nor did 
they declare any opinion that the obligation of the 
said resignation was not froln the beginning conclu- 
sive and effectual, although its operation was, froIn 
the necessity of the case, on account of the distance 
between England and India, to take place only in 
future, - or that the said resignation nlade by Lauch- 
Ian 
racleane, Esquire, was only an offer or proposal 
of a resignation to be made at S0111e future and indef- 
inite period, or a n1ere intÌlnation of the desire of 
Warren Hastings, Esquire, to resign at sonle future 
and indefinite period, and that the said resignation, 
notwithstanding the acceptance thereof by the Court 
of Directors, and the regular appoinhnen t and con- 
finuation of a successor, was still to renlain optional 
in the said Warren Hastings, to be ratified or depart- 
ed fron1 at his future choice or pleasure; nor did the 
said judges pronounce, nor do any of their reasonings 
which accompanied their decision tend to estabJish it 
as their opinion, that even the tin1e for ratifying and 
completing the said transaction was to be at the sole 
discretion of the said 'Yarren Hastings; but they 
only delivered their opinion as aforesaid, that his said 
office" has not yet been vacated, and [therefore] that 



54 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


the actual assuITlptiol1 of the governUleIlt by the menl- 
bel' of the Council next in succession ,vas [in the act. 
ual circllll1stances, and rebus sic 
tantibus] illegal." 
That the said \\1' an'en Hastings does nowhere hiIT1- 
self contend that the said resignation ,vas not abso- 
lute, but optional, according to the true 111eaning and 
undel'stanùin o ' of the l )al'ties in Eno'land and so far 
o b , 
as the acts of Lauchlall 
[acleane, Esquire, and the 
Court of Directors, were biuding on binl; but, on the 
contrary, he grounds his refusal to cOluplete the saIne, 
110t on any interpretation of the words in which the 
said resignation, and the other instru111ents aforesaid, 
were conceived, but rather 011 a disavowal (not direct, 
indeed, but il11plied) of his said agent, and of the 
powers under which the said agent had clai111ed tc 
act in his behalf. N either did the said 'Varren Hast- 
ings ground his said refusal on any objection to the 
particular day or period or circulllstances in which 
the requisition of General Clavcring ,vas luade, nor 
acconlpany the said refusal with any qualification in 
that respect, or ,vith any illtÎ1nation that he 'would at 
any future or nlore convenient season C01l1ply with 
the sal118, - although such àn intÎ1natiolllnight proba- 
bly have induced General Clavering to ,vaive an in- 
stant and inunediate clailll to the chair, and Inight 
therefore have prevented the distractions which hap- 
pened, and the greater evils which Ï1npended, in con- 
sequence of the said claÏIn of Gencral Clavering, and 
the said refusal of 'Varren IIastings, Esquire; but 
the fSaid "
 arrell IIastings did, on the contrary, ex- 
press his said refu
al in such general and unqualified 
tern1S as intÏInated an intention to resist absolutely 
and altog
ther, buth then and at any future tilne, the 
said req uisitioll of General Clavering. And the suo. 
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sequent proceedill

 of the 
aid 'Yarren Hastings do 
all concur in proving that 
uch was his intention; for 
he did afterward:.;, in confonnity to the advice of the 
judges., 1110YC a re
olution in Council, ,,' that all parties 
be placed ill the san1e situation in which they stood 
before the receipt of the la
t advices fron1 England, 
re
erving and sulnuitting to a decision in England the 
respective clainls that eaeh party luay conceive they 
have a right to luake, but not acting upon those 
claÏ1ns till such decision shall arrive in Bengal": 
thereby clearly and explicitly declaring that it "
as 
Bot his intention to surrender the goVerlllUent until 
such deci
ion should arrive in Bengal, ,vhich could 
110t be expected in 10
s tinle than a year and a half 
after the date of the said resolution; and thereby 
clearly and explicitly declaring that he did not con- 
sider his resignation as binding for the present. And 
the said intention ,vas 11lallifested, if possible, still 
Blore directly and expre
sly in a letter written by the 
said ",.. arren IIa
tings to the Court of Directors, dated 
the 13th of August. 1777, being ahnost two 11l0llÌhs 
after the receipt of the said dispatches, in which the 

aid "
arrell IIastings declares that" he did not hold 
hiln
elf hound by the notification made by )11'. )lac- 
leane. U01' hy any of the acts consequent of it." 
That., 
uch appearing to have been the intention of 
thc said 'Yarren Hastings., General Clavering was jus- 
tified in inuncdiatcly a
sun1ing the govel'luuent, w"Ïth- 
out waiting for any future act of the said ,,-r arren 
Ha
tings for the actual surrender of the said govern- 
luent, none such being likely to happen; and Philip 
Francis, Esquire, was ju
tificd in supporting General 
Clayering ia the sanle on the soundest principles of 
justi
c. n
1(1 on a Inaxi1ll receiyed in courts of equity, 
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narnely, that no one shall ayail hÏ1nself of his \)wn 
wrong, - and that, if anyone refuse or neglect to 
perfonn that 'which he is bound to do, the rights of 
others shall not be prejudiced thereby, but such acts 
shall be deeilled and reputed to haye been actually 
perforn1cd, and all the consequcnces shall be en- 
forced ,\
hich 'yoldd have followed froin such actual 
perfonnance. .A.ud therefore the resolutions nloved 
and yotcd in Council by the said 'Yan'en Hastings, 
declaring the offices of General Claverillg to be va- 
cant, were not only illegal, inasilluch as the said 
Warren IIastings had no authority to warrant such a 
dcclaration, even on the supposition of the acts of 
General Clavering bcing contrary to l::n\
, but the said 
rcsolutions ,vcre further highly culpable and crÌlllinal, 
inasnHlch as the said acts done by Gcneral Claverillg, 
vthich were n1ade the pretence of that proceeding, 
were strictly regular and legal. 
That the refusal of the said Warren Hastings to 
ratify the said resignation, and his disavo,val of the 
said Lauchlan )lacleane, his agent, is not justified by 
anything contained in his said letter to the Conrt of 
Directors, dated on the 13th of ....\.ugust, 1777, - the 
said 'Varrcn IIastings nowhere directly and po
itively 
asserting that the said Lauchlau )Iacleane "as not 
his agcnt, and had not both full and gcneral po'\\-ers, 
and evcn particular instructions for this very act, 
a lthonp;h the said 'Yarren Hastings uses 111any in- 
dircct and circuitous, but insufficient nnd innpplira-.. 
Llc, insinuntions to that effect. .dnd the said letter 
does, on the contrary, contain a clear and express 
avowal that the said Lauchlan )[acleane was his con- 
fidential agent, and that in that capacity he acted 
throughout, and particularly in this 
peeial lllatter, 
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with zpal and fi(}.-lity. "lnd the 'id letter doe... fur- 
ther adlnit in eff
ct th..
 ill::--tructions producéd by the 
said Lauchlan 
Iacleane.. E'quire. confirnled by )Ir. 
\" an
ittart and )fr. Stewart. and relied on and con- 
fided in by the Court of Directors b" which the said 
Lauchlan :\Iacleane appeared to be specially empow- 
,'red to declare the 
aid re.o:ibnation the words of 
[he said in...tructiou being a'- follow'-: .. That he [Mr. 
Ha
tin_ 'J . .Jt let' " tOt' m e 0 B - 

I ,I unle...s certain condition tht
rein pecified can 
Le obtained'''; and the words of the '-aid letter bcing 
a" follows: .. '\llat I Iny
 If know with certainty.. or 
can recollect at this db-tance of tinlt
 concerning the 
power... and instructions which were i\"en to lle....... 
sieu
 
Iacleane and Graham, when they undertook 
to be Iny agents in England. I will circum..tantially 
relat(1o. I am in po55es
ion of two papers which were 
pr
ented to those gentlemen at the time of their 
dt-parture from Ben
al. one of which conlprbes four 

hort prop05ition
 hi.h I r Jl ir as h con .. 8 OJ. 
.J illJ ji I . th. gor nnl 1. .1.nd althouO'h 
the aid Warren Ha:,tin'-:" dl)e
 here artfully some- 
\\ hat chaut!e the word... of hi... writtèll in..tructions 
(and which ha\"'ing in his po e....,ioll he might as 
easily ha\"'c iven verhatilu to other word
 which 
D1ay appear le...
 explicit. yet they are in fact capable 
of onl
 the . Ine Ineanin!!: for. a..... at the time of gi\"'- 
iUQ" the ...aid in...trllction to his a"ents he was in full 
po..... ......ion of his office. he could", ant no confirmation 
therein except h' l' and. in uch circum..tancc Cl 
.. to retluire certain thin;;: s tl n Ii i tlSJ oJ. his h 
in!] (Y "..fir" ill h's f.. n tt:' ic.. tantalnount to a 
declal'ation u h h ill l.t nl; 1 . 'i. !J v ro- 
m 
. JillI >t.ol II . I ,1' . ,z
 1 
 h {/l" _\.nJ 
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the said attelupt at prcyarication can serve its author 
the le
s, as either both sentences have one and the 
san1e Ineaniug, or, if their 111caning be different, the 
original instructions in his own handwriting, or, in 
other ,vords, the thing itself, must be preferred as 
evidence of its contents to a loo:se statülnent of its 
purport, founded, perhaps, on a loose recollection of 
it at a great distance of time. 
That the said refusal of 'Varren I-Iastings, Esquire, 
was a breach of faith with the Court of Directors and 
his 
Iajesty's ministers in England; as the said resig- 
nation was not merely a voluntary offer without any 
consideration, and therefore suhject to be recalled or 
retracted at the pleasure of the said 'Varren Hast- 
ings, hut ought rather to be considered as having 
been the result of a negotiation carried on bet\veen 
Mr. 
Iacleane for the benefit of 'Yarren Hastings, 
Esquire, on the one hand, and by the Court of Direc- 
tors for the interests of the Company on the other: 
,vhich view of the transaction ,vill appear the lnore 
probable, when it is considered that at the tinle of the 
said resignation a strict inquiry had been carrying on 
by the Court of IHrectors into the conduct of the said 
"\Varl'en IIastings, and the solicitor and counsel to the 
COlnpany, aud other en1Înent counsel, had given it as 
their opinions, on cases stated to theIn, that there 
were grounds for suing the said "\Varren IIastings 
in the courts of law and equity, and that the COln- 
pallY would be entitled to recover in the said suits 
against 'Yarren I-Iastings; Esquire, several very large 
SUlns of Inoney taken by hin1 in his office of Govern- 
or-General, contrary to law, and in breach of his cov- 
enants, and of his duty to the COlnpany anù the pub- 
lic; aud the Court of Directors had also COine to 
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various severe resolutions of censure against the said 
".... a1'ren Hastings, and aillongst others to a resolution 
to recall the said 'Ya1'ren Hastings, and ren10ve him 
frolH his office of Governor-General, to answer for 
sundry great crÜl1es and delinquencies by hilll con1- 
nlÍtted in his said office. ....\nd on these accounts it 
appears probable that the said resignation "
as ten- 
dered and accepted as a consideration for sonle bene- 
ficial concessions lnade in consequ
nce thereof to the 
said 'Varren Hastings in his said dangerous and des- 
perate condition. 
..\lld the said refusal was also an act of great disre- 
spect to the Court of Directors and to his )Iajesty, 
and, by rendering abortive their said llleasures, sol- 
enlnly and deliberately taken, and ratified and con- 
finned by his )Iajesty, tended to bring the authority 
of the Court of Directors and of his Majesty into con- 
tenlpt. 
Ând the said refusal was an injury to General 
Clayering. 
. ...-\nd ,vas also, or might have been, a great injury 
to Eò.-ward """heler, Esquire. 
.A,nd v.as an act of signal treachery to Lauchlan 

Iacleane, E5quire, as also to 
Ir. '
ansittart and )11'. 
Stewart, whose honors and veracity ,\?ere thereby 
brought into question, ùoubt, and suspicion. 
And the said refusal was prejudicial to the affairs of 
the servants of the Con1pany in India, by shaking the 
confidence to be placed in their agents by those persons 
with WhOll1 it nlight be for their interests to negotiate 
on any Iuatter of inlportance, and by tlnls subjecting 
the 'collnnunication of persolls abroad ,vith those at 
hOI11e to difficulties not known before. 
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X. - SURGEON-GENERAL'S CONTRACT. 


THAT the said Warren Hastings, in the year 1777, 
did grant to the Surgeon-General a contract for three 
years, for defraying every kind of hospital and llledi- 
cinal expense, - not only in breach of the general 
orders of the Court of Directors ,vith respect to the 
duration of contracts, but ill direct opposition to a 
particular order of the Court of Directors, of the 30th 
of }'Iarch, 1774, ,vhen they directed" that the Surgeon 
should not be penllitted to enjoy any eillohullent al'is
 
ing froin his being concerned in dieting the patients, 
and that the occupations of surgeon and contractor 
should be forthwith separated." That the said con- 
tract ,vas ill itself highly inlproper, and inconsistent 
with the good of the service; as it afforded the great- 
est temptation to abuse, and established a pecuniary 
interest in the Surgeon-General, contrary to the duties 
of his station and profession. 


XI.-CONTRACTS Fon POOLBUNDY REPAIRS. 
THAT the Governor-General and Council at Fort 
Willian1 did, on the motion and recoml
endation of 
Warren Hastings, Esquire, enter into a contract with 
Archibald Frazer, Esquire, on the 16th of A.pril, 1778, 
for the repairs of the. pools and banks in the province 
of Bllrd wan, for two years, at the rate of 120')000 sicca 
rupees for the first year, and 80,000 rupees for the 
second year. 
That OIl the 19th of December, 1778, the said 'Var- 
ren IIastings did fu},ther persuade the 8uprelne COUll- 
cil to prolong the tCl'ln of the abu\Tc contract with 
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Archibald Frazer for the space of three years more on 
the saIne conditions, nainely, the paYlnent of 80,000 
· sicca rupees for each year: to .which was added a 
perlnissioll to }fr. Frazer to Inake dobunds, or special 
repairs, ,,
henever he should judge the1n necessary, at 
the charge of governinent. 
That the said contracts, both in the Inanner of their 
acceptance by the Suprelne Council, without having 
previously advertised for proposals, and in the extent 
of their dllration, were Inade in direct violation of the 
.special orders of the Court of Directors. 
That, so far fr01n any advantage having been ob- 
tained for the COlnpany in the tenns of these contracts, 
in consideration of the length of time for which they 
were to continue, the expense of governlnent upon 
this article was increased by these engage1nents to a 
very great anlount. 
That it appears that this contract had been held for 
SOlne years before by the Rajah of Burd wan at the rate 
of 25,000 rupees per annUln. 
That the superintendent of poolbundy repairs, after 
an accurate and diligent survey of the bunds and 
pools, and the Provincial Council of Burdwan, upon 
the best inforlnation they could procure, had delivered 
it as their opinion to the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil, before the said agreelnent was entered into, that, 
after the heavy expense stated in 
fr. Kinlock's esti- 
Inate, viz., 119,405 sicca rupees, if disbursed as they 
recolnn1eJ1ded, the charge in future seasons would be 
greatly reduced, and, after one thorough and effectual 
repair, they conceived a snzall annual expense would be 
sz!tJicient to keep the bunds up and prevent their going to 
d

. . 
That, whatever extraordinary and unusual damages 
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the pools and bunds might have sustained, either from 
the neglect of the Rajah's officers, or froln the violence, 
of the then late rains, and the torrents thereby occa- 
sioned, to justify the expense of the first year, yet, as 
they were all considered and included in the estimate 
for that year, there could be no pretence for allowing 
and continuing so large and burdenso111e a payment 
as 80,000 rupees per annum for the four succeeding 
years. 
That the said Warren IIastings did, in his Ininutes 
of the 13th of February, 1778, hilnself support that 
opinion, in the c01l1parison to be made between :l\Ir. 
Thomson's proposals, of undertaking the sanle service 
for 60,000 rupees a year for nine years, and the terlns 
of 
Ir. Frazer's contracts: preferring the latter, be- 
cause these ,vere "to effect a con1plete repair, which 
could hardly be concluded in one season, and the sub- 
sequent expense ,vould be but trifling." 
Notwithstanding ,vhich, the said 'Varren Hastings 
urged and prevailed upon the Council to allow in the 
first year the full amount proposed by All'. ]{illlock in 
his estimate of the necessary repairs, and did burden 
the Company with \vhat he must have deemed to be, 
for the greater part, an unnecessary expense of 80,000 
rupees per alUltUn for four years. 
That the pennission granted to 
Ir. Frazer to lnake 
dobunds, or new and additional elnbanlnnellts in aid 
of the old ones, ,vhenever he should judge thClll 
necessary, at the charge of governlnent, (the said 
charge to be verified by the oath of the said Frazer, 
without any voucher,) ,vas a power very luuch to be 
suspected, and very in1proper to be intrusted to a 
contractor who had already covenanted to keep the 
old pools in perfect repair, and to construct ne,v 0110S 
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wherever the ola pools had been broken down and 
,vashed away, or where the course of the rivers n1Ïght 
have renùered new ones nece
sary, in consideration 
of the great SUlns stipulated to be paid to hiln by the 
governillent. 
That the grant of the foregoing contracts, and the 
1,crn1Ïssion aftcr\vards annexed to the second of the 
said grants, beCOITle much Inore reprehensible froln a 
consideration of the circulnstances of the person to 
whonl such a grant was n1ade. 
That the due perforll1ance of the service required 
local knowledge and experience, \vhich the said Archi- 
bald Frazer, being all officer in the Supreme Court 
of Justice, could not have possessed. 


XII. - CONTRACTS FOR OPIUM. 


THAT it appears that the OpiUlll produced in Bengal 
and Dahar is a considerable and lucrative article in 
the export trade of those provinces; that the ,vhole 
produce has been for many years monopolized either 
by individuals or by the governlucllt; that the Court 
of Directors of the East India COll1pallY, ill cOllsidcra., 
tion of the har<hdlÏp ilnposed on the native o\vners 
and cultivators of the lauùs, who \vere deprived of 
their uatural right of dealing with lnany cOlllpetitors, 
and cOlnpclled to sell the produce of their labor to a 
single 111onopolist, did authorize the Governor-General 
and Coullcil to gi,.e up that cOlnn1odity as an article 
of conllnerce. 
That, while the said conllnodity continued to be a 
Inonopoly for the benefit of goverllll1ent, aud 111anaged 
by a contractor, the contracts for providing it ,,,,ere 
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Rubject to the COlllpany's fundaillental regulation, 
llaluely, to be put np to auction, and disposed of to the 
best bidder; and that the Company particularly 01'- . 
dered that the COlll1110dity, when provided, should be 
consigned to the Board of Trade, ,vho were directed 
to dispose thereof by public auction. 
That in l\Iay, 1777, the said Warren IIastings 
granted to John l\Iackenzie a contract for the pro- 
vision of opilun, to continue three years, and without 
advertising for proposals. That this transaction was 
condemned by the Conrt of Directors, not\vithstanding 
a clause had been inserted in that contract by which 
it was left open to the Court of Directors to annul the 
saille at the expiration of the first or second year. 
That, about the end of the year 1780, the said War- 
1'en IIastings, in contradiction to the order above 
111entioned, did take away the sale of the opium from 
the Board of Trade, though he disclaÎlned, at the 
same thue, any intention of Ùnplying a censure on their 
.. 
rnanagement. 
That in l\Iarch, 1781, the said Warren Hastings 
did grant to Stephen Sulivan, son of Lawrence Suli- 
vall, Chairlnan of the Court of Directors of the East 
India COlnpany, a contract for the provision of opilun, 
without advertising for proposals, and without even 
receiving any ,vritten proposals from him, the said 
Sulivan; that he granted this contract for four years, 
and at the request of the said Sulivan did on1it that 
clause \vhich ,vas inserted in the preceding contract, 
and by which it was rendered liable to be detern1Ïned 
by orùers froIH the COlnpany: the said 'Varren Hast- 
ings declaring, contrary to truth, that such clause was 
now unnecessary, as the Directors had .approved the 
cuntract. 
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That the 
aid Sllli,'an had been but a few lllOllths 
in Dcngal whcn the aboye contract "a
 giv<:n to him; 
that he wa
 a stranger to the country, and to all the 
local COl1UllerCe thcreof, and therefore unqualified for 
the lnanagclllcnt of such a concern; and that the 
said Suliyan, instead of executing the contract hiIl1- 
self, did, shortly after obtaining the saIne, assign it 
oyer to John Benn and others, and in con
ideration 
of such assignment did receive froll1 the said Benn a 
great sunl of lnoney. 
That fronl the preceding facts, as well as from 
sundry other circlunstances of restrictions taken off 
(particularìy by abolishing the office of inspector into 
the quality. of the opÌlun) and of beneficial clauses 
introùuced, it appears that the said "T arrcn Hastings 
gave this contract to the said Stephen Sulivan in con- 
tradiction to the orders of the Court of Directors, and 
without any regard to the intcrests of the India 
Company, for the sole purpose of creating an instant 
fortune for the said Sulivan at the expense of the 
India Conlpany, without any clainl of service or pre- 
tence of merit on his part, and without any apparent 
lllotive whatever, except that of securing or reward- 
ing the attaclunellt and support of his father, Law- 
rence Sulivan, a person of great authority and influ- 
ence in the direction of the COlllpany's affairs, and 
notoriously attached to and connected with the said 
1\T arren IIastings. 
That the said Stephen Sulivan neither possessed 
nor pretended to possess any skill in the business of 
his contract; that he exerted no industry, nor showed 
or could sho,,
 any exactness, in the performance of it, 
since he inunediately sold the contract for a sum of 
Inoney to another person, (for the sole purpose of' 
VOL, IX, 5 
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which sa]
 it lliust be preslul1cd the same was given,) 
by which pcr
on another profit \vas to he lllaùe; and 
by that per
on the saIne wa
 again sold to a third, by 
whoIn a third profit was to be Inade. 
That the said 'Varren IIastings, at the very tÏIne 
when he engaged the COlHpany in a contract for en- 
grossing the \vhole of the OpiUIll produced in Ben- 
gal and Rahal' in the ensuing four years on tenus of 
such exorLitant profit to the contractor, affinned, that 
"there ,vas little prospect of selling the opium in 
Bengal at a reasonable price, and that it was but 
natural to snppose that the price of OpiU111 wOlddfall, 
fro'Jn the de1Jzand being lfsscncd"; that in a lettel 
dated the 5th of 
Iay, 1781, he infurilled the Direc 
tors, "that, owing to the indifferent 
tate of th
 
lllarkets last season to the Eastward, and the vel" 
enhanced rates of insurance which the war had occa 
sioned, they had not been able to dispose of the opium 
of the present year to so great an ad yan tage as they 
expected, and that Inore than one half of it ren1ained 
still in their \varehouses." That the said 'Varrell 
IIastings wa
 guilty of a Inanifcst breach of trust to 
his constituents and his clnploycrs ill 1110nopolizing, 
for their pretended use, an article of COlnlnerce for 
which he declared no purchaser,ç húd offered, and that 
there IUXlS little prospect of any o.tfering, and the price of 
'which, he said, it 'lcas lntt nal1l1"al to suppose would fall. 
That the said 'Varren Hastings, having, by his 
own act, loaded the COInpany ,vith a COlll1110dity for 
which, either in the ordinary and regular course of 
public auctioll, or even by private contract, there was, 
as he affinncd, llO sale, ditl, uuder pretence of find- 
ing a 111arket for the s
unü. engage the COlupany in 
an en ter{J..i
e of gt'ell t a ud e
l'ta in pxpense, suhject to 
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a manifest risk, and full of disgrace to the East India 
Company, not only in their political character, as a 
great sovereign po\ver in India, but ill their conlnler- 
cial character, as an en1incnt and respectable body of 
Inerchants; and that the execution of this enterprise 
,vas accompanied with sundry other engageinents 
\vith other persons, in all of which the Company's 
intcrest was constantly sacrificed to that of individ- 
uals favored by the said 'Varren IIastings. 
That the said 'Yarren Hastings first engaged ill a 
schenle to export one thouf'and four hundred and 
sixty chests of opiun1, on the Conlpany's account, on 
board a ship belonging to Cudbert Thornhill, half of 
","hich was to be disposed of in a coasting voyage, and 
the relnainder in Canton. That, besides the freight 
and cOllunission payable to the said Thornhill on this 
ad\-enture, twelve pieces of cannon belonging to the 
Con1pany were lent for arn1ing the ship; though his 
original proposal \va
, that the ship should be arlned 
at his expense. That this part of the adventure, 
depending for its success on a prudent and fortu- 
nate Inanagenlellt of various sales and resales in the 
course of a circuitous voyage, and being exposed to 
such risk both of sea and enerny that all private trad- 
ers had declined to be concerned in it, was particu- 
larly unfit for a great trading company, and could 
not be undertaken on their account ,vith any rational 
prospect of ad,.antage. 
That the said 'Yarren Hastings soon after engaged 
in another schclne for exporting two thousand chests 
of opilul1 directly to China on the COll1pany's ac- 
count, and for that purpose accepted of an offer nlade 
by Henry "7" atson, the COlllpany's chief engineer, to 
convey the saIne in a vessel of his own, and to delivcr 
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it to the COlupany's supra-cargoes. That, after the 
offer of the said Henry 'Vatson had been accepted, a 
letter fro1l1 hinl was produced at the board, iu \vhich 
he declared that he \vas unable to equip the ship \vith 
a proper llUlnber of cannon, and requested that he 
might be fnrnished with thirty-six guns from the 
Con1pany's stores at J\Iadras; with which request the 
board cOlnplied. 
That it appears that George Williamson, the Conl- 
pany's auctiolieer at Calcutta, having cOlnplained that 
by this Inode of exporting the opium, \vhich used 
to be sold by public auction, he lost his comn1Ïssion 
as auctioneer, the board allowed hilll to draw a COln- 
mission of one per cent on all the opiurll 'which had 
been or was to be exported. That it appears that 
the contractor for opium C\vhose proper duties and 
ell10lunlcnts as contractor ended with the delivery of 
the opiuln) .was also allowed to draw a conunission 
on the OpiUlll then shipping on the COIl1pany's ac- 
count; but for what reason, or on what pretence, 
does not appear. 
That the said Warreu Hastings, in order to pay 
the said Stephen Sulivan in advance for the opium 
furnished or to lie furnished by hinl in the first year 
of his contract, did borro\v the SUlll of twenty lacs of 
rupees at eight per cent, or two hundred thousand 
pouuds sterling, to be repaid by drafts to be drawn 
on the Company by their supra-cargoes in China, pro- 
vided the OpiUlll consigned to theln should arrive 
safe; but that, if the adventure failed, ,vhcther by 
the loss of the ships or otherwise, the subscribers to 
the above loan were to be repaid their capital and 
interest out of the Cornpany's treasury in Bengal. 
That the said Warren I-Iastings, having in this 
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manner purchased a con1IIlodity for which he said 
there ,vas no sale, and paid for it with 1110ney which 
he was obliged to borro\v at a high interest, ,vas 
stilllTIore criminal in his attell1pt, or pretended plan, 
to introduce it clandestinely into China. That the 
ÏInportation of opilun into China is forbidden by the 
Chinese governn1ent; that the OpÌllll1, on seizure, is 
bnrnt, the vessel that imports it confiscated, and the 
Chinese in ,,,hose possession it lnay be found for sale 
punished ,vith death. 
That the Goyernor-General and Council were well 
aware of the existence of these prohibitions and pen- 
alties, and did therefore inforul the snpra-cargoes in 
China, that the ship belonging to the said IT enry 
Wat80n would enter the river at China as an armed 
shi p, and 'Would not be reported as bearing a Ca1"go of 
opÚun, that being a contraband trade. 
That, of the above two ships, the first, belonging to 
Cndbert Thornhill, was taken by the French; and 
that the second, arriving in China, did occasion luuch 
elubarrassment and distress to the Con1pany's supra- 
cargoes there, ,vho had not been previously consulted 
on the forn1ation of the plan, and ,vere exposed to 
great difficulty and hazard in the execution of their 
part of it. That the ship was delayed, at a den1ur- 
rage of an hundred dollars a day, for upwards of 
three months, 'waiting in vain for a better market. 
The factory estiluate the l088 to the Con1pany, in- 
cluding port charges, deu1urrage, and factory charges 
allowed the captain, at sixty-nine thousand nine hun- 
dred and ninety-three dollars, or' about twenty thou- 
sand pounds sterling. 
That the Company's factory at China, after stating 
the foregoing facts to the Court of DÎl
ectors, conclude 
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with the following general observation thereon. " On 
a revie,v of these eirCU1115tances, with the extrava- 
gant and unusual tern1S of the freight, delnurrage, 
factory charges, &c., &c., we cannot help being of 
opinion that private considera tions have been suf- 
fered to interfere too 111uch for any benefit that n1ay 
have been in tended to the IIonorable Conlpany. 
'Ve hope for the IIonorable Court's approbation of 
our cond nct in this affair. The novelty and nature 
of the consignlnen ts ha ve been the source of 111 uch 
trouble and anxiety, and, though we wished to have 
h?-d it in our power to do n101'e, we 11lay truly say 
we have exceeded our expectations." 
That every part of this transaction, from the nlO- 
nopoly writh ,vhich it conl1nenced, to the contraband 
dealing '\Tith ,vhich it concluded, crÏ1ninates the said 
"r arren I-Iastings ,vith wilful disobedience of orders 
and a continued breach of trust; that every step taken 
in it was attended ,vith heayy loss to the Conlpany, 
and ,vith a sacrifice of their interest to that of individ- 
uals; and that, if finally a profit had resulted to the 
Conlpany froIn such a t.ransaction, no profit attending 
it could cOll1pensate for the probable risk to ,vhich 
their trade in China was thereby exposed, or for the 
certain dishonor and consequent distrust which the 
East India COlnpany nlust incur in the eyes of the 
Chinese goverlunent by being engaged in a low, clan- 
destine traffic, prohibited by the laws of the country. 


XIII, -APPOINTMENT OF R. J. SULIVAN. 


Tn -\T in the month of February, 1781, l\fr. Richard 
Joseph Suli van, Secretary to the Select ComnÜttcc 
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at Fort St. George. applied to them for leave to pro- 
ceed to Caleutta on hieS private affairs. That, being 
the confidential 
ecretary to the Select COllunittee at 
Fort St. George, and con
equently possessed of all the 
yiews and secrets of the Con1pallY, as far as they re- 
lated to that gOyernn1ent, he ,vent priyately into the 
service of the X aLob of ..:\..rcot, and, under the pretence 
of proceeding to Calcutta on his private busine

. Ull- 
dertook a con1n1i

ion fron1 the said X abob to the 
Goyernor-General and Council, to negotiate with then1 
in favor of certain projects of the said :x abob which 
had been reprobated by the COll1pany. 
That the said 
uliYan was soon after appointed 
back again by the f'aid Warren Hastings to the office 
of Resident at the Durhar of the said Kabob of Arcot. 
That it was a high crime and misdelneanor in the 
said IIastings to encourage so dangerous an exampie 
in the Company's service, and to iÏlterfere unnecessa- 
rily with the go'
erIllnent of :i\Iadras in the discharge 
of the duties peculiarly ascribed to then1 by the prac- 
tice and orders of the Con1pany, for the purpose of 
appointing to a great and confidential situation a n1an 
,vho had so recently cOlnlnitted a breach of trust to 
his en1ployers. 
That the Court of Directors, in their letter to Ben- 
gal, dated the 12th of July, 1782, and received there 
on the 18th of February, 1783, did condenzn and revoke 
the said appointll1ent. That the said Directors, in 
theirs to Fort St. George, dated the :!8th of .Åugust, 
1782, and received there the 31st of January, 1783, 
did highly condelnn the conduct of the said 
ulivan, 
and. in order to deter their seryants froln practices 
of the same kind, did disJJlÍss him from their service. 
That the said Hastings, knowing that the said Suli- 
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van's appointInent had been condemned and revoked 
by the Court of Directors, and pretending that on the 
15th of }'Iarch, 1783, he did not kno,v that the said 
Sulivan ,vas disntissed from the COlnpany's service, 
though that fact was known at 
Iadras on the 31st of 
the preceding January, did reconllnend the said Suli- 
van to be ambassador at the court of Niz
lll1 Ali IChân, 
Subahdar of the Deccan, in defiance of the authority 
and orders of the Court of Directors. 
That, even adlnitting, ,vhat is highly improbable, 
that the disntis
ion of the 
aid Sulivan fronl the ser- 
vice of the said COlllpany was not known at Calcutta 
in forty-three days fron1 
Iadras, the last-lnentioned 
nomination of the said Sulivan was nlade at least 
in contelnpt of the censure already expressed by the 
Court of Directors at his fortner appointll1ent to the 
Durbar of the Nabob of ..ttrcot, and ,vhich was certain- 
ly known to the said Hastings. 


XIV, - RANNA OF GOHUD. 


THAT on the 2d of Decen1ber, 1779, the Governor- 
General and Council of Fort Willialn, at the special 
recolnn1endation and instance of Warren Hästings, 
Esquire, then Governor-General, and contrary to the 
declared opinion and protest of three of the 111enlbers 
of the Council, viz., Philip Francis and Edward 'Yhe- 
leI', Esquires, ,vho were present, and of Sir Eyre Coote, 
\vho ,vas absent, (by whose absence the casting voice 
of the said 'Varren Hastings, Esquire, prevailed,) did 
conclude a treaty of perpetual friendship and alliance, 
offensive and defensive, ,vith a IIindoo prince, called 
the Ranna of Gohud, for the express purpose of using 
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the forces of the said Ranna in opposition to the 
Iah- 
rattas. 
That, aillong other articles, it waR stipulated with 
the said Ranna by the said Warren Hastings, " that, 
whenever peace should be concluded between the C0111- 
pany and the )Iahratta state, the 
laha Rajah should 
be included as a party in the treaty which should be 
luade for that purpose, and his present possessions, 
together with the fort of Gualior, which of old be- 
longed to the fan1ily of the 
Iaha Rajah, if it should be 
then in his possession, and such countries as he should 
have acquired in the course of war, and which it 
should then be stipulated to leave in his hands, should 
be guarantied to him by such treaty." 
That, in the late war against the :\Iahrattas, the said 
Ranna of Gohud did actually join the British army 
under the COl111nand of Colonel )luir with two battal- 
ions of infantry and tw'elve hundred cavalry, and did 
then serve in person against the )lahrattas, thereby 
affording lna terial assistance, and rendering essential 
service to the COlnpany. 
rrhat, in conforulity to the above-mentioned treaty, 
in the fourth article of the treaty of peace concluded 
on the 13th of October, 1781, between Colonel 
luir, 
on the part of the English Company, and :i\Iahdajee 
Sindia, the 
Iahratta general, the said Ranna of Go- 
hud ,vas expressly included. 
That, nOhyithstanding the said express provision 
and agreelnent, )Iahdajee Silldia proceeded to attack 
the forts and lay ,vaste the territories of the said Ranna, 
and did undertake and prosecute a war against him 
for the space of two years, in the course of which the 
Ranua and his fanÚly ,vere reduced to extrelue distress, 
and in the end he was deprived of his forts, aud the 
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whole not only of his acquired possessions, but of his 
original d01l1inions, so specially guarantied to hiln by 
the British goverllll1Cnt in Loth the above-n1entioned 
treaties. 
That the said 'Varren IIastings was duly and regu- 
larly illforll1ed of the progress of the war against the 
Ranna, and of every event thereof; notwithstanding 
which, he not only neglected in any luanner to inter- 
fere therein in favor of the said Ranna, or to use any 
endeavors to prevent the infraction of the treaty, but 
gave considerable countenance and eneouragclnent to 
1\Iahdajee Sindia in his viola.tion of it, both by the 
residence of the British nlinister in the )Iahratta canlp, 
and by the approbation shown by the said 'Varren 
IIastings to the pro111ises made by his agent of observ- 
ing the strictest lleutl'ality, notwithstanding he was in 
justice bound, and stood pledged by the 1110st solemn 
and sacred engagenlents, to protect and preserve the 
said Ranua from those enelnies, whose rescntIncnt he 
had provoked only by his adherence to the interests 
of the British nation. 
That, in the only attelllpt n1ade to sound the dis- 
position of 
Iahdajee Silldia relath
e to a pacification 
between hilll and the Ranna of Gohud, on the 14th 
of }Iay, 1783, 
Ir. .A.ndersòn, ill obedience to the 
orders he had received, did clearly and explicitly 
declare to Bho,v Buckscy, the luinister of 
[ahdajee 
Sindia, the sentilllents of the said 'Varren IIastings 
in the words following: '" That it was so far from 
your [the said IIastings'sJ llleaHing to intercede in'his 
[the said Rallna's] favor, that I only desired hiln to 
sound 8illdia's scntilncllÌs, and, in case he was desir- 
ous of peace, to Inention what J had said; but if he 
seenled to prefer carrying on the war, I Legged that 
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he would not nlelltion a syllable of what had passed: 
but let the nlatter drop entirely." 
That it aftcrwanls appeared, in a Ininute of the 
aid 
Hastings in Council at Fort 'Yillial11, on the 22d of 
Septenlber, 1783, that he promised, at the instance of 
a Ineluber of the Council, to write to Lieutenant J alnes 
....\llderson in favor of the Ranna of Gohud, and lay 
his letter before the board. 
That, nevertheless, the said Hastings, professing 
not to 'recollect llis said promise, did neglect to write 
a formal letter to Lieutenant .A..nderson in favor of the 
said Rl1nna of Gohud, and that the private letter, the 
extract of 'which the said Hastings did lay before the 
board on the 21st of October, 1783, so far frOln di- 
recting any effectual interfercnce in favor of the saiù 
Ranna, or conlmanding his agent, the said J al11es 
Allder:-:on, to interpose the nlediation of the British 
governmell t to procure "honorable tern'/;s" for the 
said Ranlla, or even " safety to his person and fanÛly ," 
contains the bitterest invectives against hiln, and is 
expressÍ\-e of the satisfaction which the said Hastings 
acknowledges hinlself to have enjoyed in the distresses 
of the said Hanna, the ally of the Cou1pany. 
That the ll1easures therein reconlnlcnded appear 
rather to have been designed to sati
fy )Iahdajee Sin- 
dia, and to justify the conduct of the British govern- 
Inent in not ha,ying taken a nlore active and a more 
hostile part againf't the said Ranna, than an interces- 
sion on his behalf. 
That, though no consideration of good faith or ob- 
seryance of treaties could induce the said Hastings to 
incur t.he hazard of any hostile exertion of the British 
force for the defence or the relief of the allies of the 
CÛll1panr, yet in the said private letter he directed, 
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that, in case his n1ediation should be accepted, it 
should be made a specific condition, that, if the said 
Ranna should take advantage of Sindia's absence to 
rene
o his hostilities, we ought, in that case, on requisi- 
tion, to invade the dorninions of the Ranna. 
That no beneficial effects could have been procured 
to the said Ranna by an offer of mediation delayed 
till Sindia no longer wanted " our assistance to crush 
so fallen an enemy," at the san1e tin1e that no reason 
was given to Sindia to apprehend the danger of 
drawing upon himself the resentInent of the British 
government hy a disregard of their proposal and the 
destruction of their ally. 
That it was a gross and scandalous mockery in the 
said Hastings to defer an application to obtain honor- 
able terms for the Ranna, and safety for his person 
and falnily, till he had been deprived of his principal 
fort, in defence of which his uncle lost his lifo, and 
on the captnre of which, his wife, to avoid the dis- 
honor consequent upon falling into the hands of her 
enemies, had destroyed herself by an explosion of gun- 
powder. 
That, however, it does not appear that any offer of 
nlediation was ever actually Inade, or any influence 
exerted, either for the safety of the Ranna's person 
and family or in n1itigation of the rigorous intentions 
supposed by Lieutenant Anderson * to have been en- 
tertained against hiIn by !Iahdajee Sindia after his 
'5urrender. 
That the said Hastings, in the instructions t given 
by him to Mr. David Anderson for his conduct in 
negotiating the treaty of peace \vith the 
Iahrattas, 
expressed his deterlnination to de::;ert the Ranna of 


'* 29 Februar)', 1784. 


t Dated, Benan's, 4th ur Noycmùcr, I 'is!. 
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Gohud in the following words. " Yon will of course 
be attentive to any engagelnents subsisting between 
us and other po,vers, in settling the tenns of peace 
and alliance "ith the 
fahrattas. I except from this 
the Ranna of Gohud. . . . . Leave him to settle his 
own affairs with the )Iahrattas." 
That the said Anderson appears very assiduously to 
ha,yc sought for grounds to justify the execution of 
this part of his instructions, to which, however, he 
was at all events obliged to conforn1. 
That, even after his application for that purpose to 
the 
rahrattas, whose testimony was much to be sus- 
pected, because it was their interest to accuse and their 
detennined object to destroy the said Ranna, no satis- 
factory proof ,vas obtained of 11Ïs defection from the 
engagelnents he had entered into with the COlnpany. 
. That, nloreover, if all the charges ,vhich have been 
pretended against the Ranna, and have been alleged 
by the said Hastings in justification of his conduct, 
had been ,veIl founded and proved' to be true, the 
subject-n1atter of those accu
ations and the proofs by 
which they were to be supported were kno,vn to Col- 
onel )Iuir before the conclusion of the treaty he en- 
tered into with 
Iahdajee Sindia; and therefore, ,vhat- 
ever suspicions ll1ay have been entertained or what- 
ever degree of criminality may have been proyed 
against the said Ranna previous to the said treaty, 
froin the time he was so provided for and included in 
the said treaty he was fully and justly'entitled to the 
security stipulated for him by the C01l1pany, and had 
a right to delnand and receive the protection of the 
British government. 
That these considerations were urged by 
Ir. An- 
derson to the said 'Yarren Hastings, in his letter of 
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the 24th of June, 1781, and were enforced by this 
additional arglunent, - "that, in point of policy, I 
belicyc, it ought not to be our wish that the l\Iahrat- 
tas should e\?er recoyer the fortress of Gualior. It 
fornls an Ï1nportant barrier to our own pos
essions. 
In the hands of the Ranl1a it can be of no prejudice 
to us; and notwithstanding the present prospect of a 
pennanent peace betwixt us and the 
Iahrattas, it 
seems highly expedient that there should always re- 
nlain some strong barrier to separate us, on this side 
of India, from that warlike and powerful nation." 
That the said 'Varren IIastings was highly culpable 
in abandoning the said Ranna to the fury of his ene- 
nlies, thereby forfeiting the honor and injuring the 
credit of the British nation in India, notwithstanding 
the said I-Iastings was fully convinced, and had pro- 
fessed, "that the most saçred observance of treaties, 
justice, and good faith were necessary to the existcnce 
of the national interests in that country," and though 
the said IIastings has complained of the insufficiency 
of the laws of this kingdom to enforce this doctrine 
"by the punislullcnt of persons in the possession of 
power, w'ho l1lay be impelled by the provocation of 
alnùition, avarice, or vengeance, stronger than the 
restrictions of in tegrity and honor, to the violation of 
this just and wise luaxim." 
That the said Hastings, in thus departing from 
these his own principlcs, with a full and just sense 
of the guilt he ,vould thereby incur, and in sacrific- 
ing the allies of this country" to the provocations of 
a1nbition, a
'arice, or t1engeance," in violation of the 
national faith and justice, did conlmit a gross and 
\vilful breach of his duty, and was thereby guilty 
of an high crilue and misdrmeanor. 
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xv. - REVE:NUES 


P ART I. 


THAT the property of the lands of BelJgal is, ac.. 
cording to the law"S and custolns of that country, an 
inheritable property, and that it is, with few excep-- 
tions
 yested in certain natives, called zen
indars, or 
landholders, under wholn other natives, called talook.. 
dars and ryots, hold certain subordinate rights of 
property or occu paney in the said lands. That the 
said natives are Hindoos, and that their rights and 
privileges are grounded upon the possession of regular 
grants, a long series o.f family succession, and fair 
jJurcha
e. That it appears that Bengal has been nn- 
del' the don1Ïnion of the :\Iogul, and subject to a )Ia- 
hOlnedan gO\Ternnlellt, for above two hundred years. 
That, while the 
Iogul gO\TerIllnent was in its yigor, 
the propert): of zenlindars was held sacred, and that, 
either hy voluntary grant fronl the said 
Iogul or 
by conlposition with hÜn, the native Hindoos were 
left in the free, quiet, and undisturbed possession 
of their lalld
, on the single condition of paying a 
fixed, certain, and unalterable reyenue, or quit-rent, 
to the :\Iogul goVerIllUent. That this revenue, or 
quit-rent, was called the aussil iZl1Jzma, or original 
ground-rent, of the proyince
, and was not increased 
fron1 the till1C when it ,va., first settled in 1573 to 
17 --10, when the regular and effective )Iogul goyern- 
lHent ended. That, frolll that titHe to 1765, invasions, 
llsurpations, and various reyolutions took place in the 
gOyernlllent of Bengal, in consequence of which fhe 
couutry was considerably reduced and in1poyerished" 
when the East India COlllpany received from the 
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present 
logul enlperor, Shah Alhun, a grant of the 
dpwanny, or collection of the revenues. That about 
the year 1770 the provinces of Bengal and Bahar 
were visited with a dreadful fan1Ïne and Inortality, by 
which at least one third of the inhaLitants perished. 
That "T arren I-Iastings, Esquire, has declared, " that 
he had al ways heard the loss of inhabitants reckoned 
at a third, and in nlauy places near one half of the 
,vhole, and that he knew not by what means such a 
loss could be recruited in four or five years, and be- 
lieved it impossible." That, nevertheless, the reve- 
nue was violently kept 'Up to its fornzer standard,- 
that is, in the t\VO years imlnediately preceding the 
appointrnent of the said 'Varren I-Iastings to the gov- 
ernn1ent of Fort 'Villialn, - in consequence of 'which 
tlte remaining two tlârds of the r;.
nhabitants were obliged 
to pay for tlw lands now left without culttvation,. and 
that fron1 the year 1770 to the year 1775 the country 
had languished, and the evil continued enhancing every 
day. That the said 'Varren I-Iastings, in a letter 
to the Secret Cornlnittee of the Court of Directors, 
dated 1st Septelnber, 1772, declared, " that the lands 
had suffered unheard-of depopulation by the fan1Îne 
and mortality of 1769; that the collections, violently 
kept up to their fornzer !:5tandard, had added to the dis- 
tress of the country, and threatened a general decay 
of the revenue, unless imlnediate relnedies were ap- 
plied to preyent it." That the said Warren Hastings 
has declared, "that, by intrnsting the collections to 
the hereditary zemindars, the people ,vould be treated 
'with rnore tenderness, the rents Inore improved, and 
cultivation more likely to he encouraged; that they 
have a perpetual interest in the country; that their 
inheritance cannot be re111oved; that they are the 
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propriètors; that the lands are their estates, and their 
inheritance; that, froln a long continuance of the 
lands in their fan1Ïlies, it is to be concluded they 
have riveted an authority in the district, aèquired an 
ascendency over the minds of the ryots, and ingratiat- 
ed their ajf
cti()ns
' that, froln continuing the lands un- 
der the Inanagenlellt of those ,vho have a natural and 
perpetual interest in their prosperity, solid advan- 
tages Inight be expected to accrue; that the zenlin- 
dar ,,
ould be less liable to failure or deficiencies than 
the farmer, fronl the perpetual interest \vhich the for- 
Uler hath in the country, and because his inheritance 
canllot be relnoved, and it would be improbable that 
he should risk the loss of it by eloping froln his dis- 
trict, which is too frequently practised by a fa rUler 
'when he is hard-pressed for the payulent of his bal- 
ances, and as frequently predeterulined when he re- 
ceives his farn1." That, nohvithstanding all the pre- 
ceding declarations Inade by the said 'Yarren Hast- 
ings of the loss of one third of the inhabitants and 
general decline of the country, he did, inlnlediately 
after his appointlncnt to the governulent, in the year 
1772, ulake an arbitrary settlement of the revenues 
for fiye years at a higher rate than had ever been 
received before, and with a progressive and aCCUlnu- 
lating increase on each of the four last years of the 
said settlclnent. 
That, notwithstanding the right of property and 
inheritance, repeatedly acknowledged by the said 
"'1' arren Hastings to be in the zeulilldars and other 
native landholders, and notwithstanding he had de- 
clared ,
 that the security of private property is the 
greatest encourageulent to industry, on which the 
\vealth of pvery state depends," the said 'Varren Ilast, 
VOL. I
, 6 
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ings, nevertheless, in direct violation of those acknowl
 
edged rights and principles, did univer
ally let the 
lauùs of Bengal in fll'nn for five years, - thereùy 
dcstroyiug all the rights of private property of the 
zen1Ïlldars, - thereby delivering the rnanagen1ent of 
their estates to fanners, anù trall
ferring by a lllOst 
al'uitl'ary and unjust act of power the 'whole landed 
property of nengal froIn the owners to strangers. 
That, to accolllplish this iniquitous purpose, he, the 
said 'Van'en IIastings, did put the lands of Bengal up 
to a pretended public auction, and invited all persons 
to make proposals for farmilZ!J tlw same, thereby encour- 
aging strangers to bid against the proprietors, - in 
consequence of which, not only the said proprietors 
were ousted of the possession and rnanagen1ent of 
their estates, hu.t a great part of the lands fell into 
the hands of the banians, or principal black servants 
of British :-;ubjects connected with and protected by 
the gOyerIllllent; and that the said 'Yarren IIastings 
hirnself has since declared, that by this way the lalids 
too generally fell into the hands of desperate or knav- 
ish adventurers. * That, before the rneasure herein- 
before described was carried into execution, the said 
Warren IIastillgs did estahlish certain fundarnental 
regulations in Council, to be observed in executing 
the sarne. t That arllong these regulations it was 
specially and strictly ordered, that no fann should 
exceed the annual an10unt of one lac of rupees, and 
"that no peshcar, baniall, or other ser-vallt, of ,vha.t- 
ever denon1Ìnation, of the collector., or relation or de- 
pendant of any such servant, should be allo\ved to farm 
lands, nor d
rectly or inùirectly to hold a concern in 


. Revenue Consultation, 28th' .January, 1775, 
t Revcnue Board, 14[h l\lay, 1772. 
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any farm, nor to be security for any farmer." That, 
in direct ,iolation of these his own regulations, and 
ill breach of the public trust reposed in hinl, and suf- 
ficiently declared by the manifest duty of his station, 
if it had not been expressed and enforced by any posi- 
tive institution, he, the said ",.. arren Hastings, did per- 
mit and suffer his own banian or principal black stew- 
ard, nanled Can too Baboo, to hold farms in different 
purgunnahs, or districts, or to be security for fanns, 
to the anIolult of thirteen lac of rupees (130,OOOl. 
or upwards) per anllUlll: and' that, after enjoying the 
whole of those fanns for two years, he was pern1Ïtted 
by the said 'Varren Hastings to relinquish tw.o of 
theuI. That on the subject of the farnls held by 
Can too Baboo the said Warren Hastings has n1ade the 
following declaration. "
rany of his farms "'
ere tak- 
en without UlY knowledge, and ahnost all against my 
advice. I had no right to use COIllPulsion or author- 
ity; nor could I with justice exclude him, because he 
was 111Y ser\.an t, from a liberty allowed to all other 
persons in the country. The farlns which he quitted 
he quitted by my advice, because I thought that he 
111ight engage hinlself beyond his abilities, and be 
inyolved in disputes, which I did not choose to have 
conle before ll1e as judge of them." * That the said 
declaration contains sundry false and contradictory 
assertiOI)s: that, if alnwst all the said fanus were 
taken against his advice, it cannot be true that 'lnany 
. 
of them were taken 'without his knowledge; that, 
whether Can too Baboo had been his servant or not, 
the said ",.. arren Hastings was bound by his own reg- 
ulations to prevent his holding any farnls to a greater 
alnount than one lac of rupees per annUln, and that 


.. Addre5S to the Court of Directors, 25th 
Iarch, I ïï5. 
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the said Calltoo Baboo, being the servant of the Gov- 
ernor-General, 'was excluded by the said regulations 
Û
oln holding any farms whatever; that, if (as the Di- 
rectors observe) it was thought dangerous to permit 
the banian of a collector to be concerned in fanns, the 
same or stronger objections would always lie against 
the Governor's banian being so concerned; that the 
said Warren IIastings had a right, and was bound by 
his duty, to pre\yent his servant from holding the same; 
that, in advising the said Cantoo Baboo to relinquish 
some of the said farIns, for which he was actually 
enga.ged, he has acknowledged an influence over his 
servant, and has used that influence for a purpose 
inconsistent with his duty to the India Company, 
namely, to deprive thern of the security of the said 
Can too Baboo's engagement for farn1s which on trial 
he had found not beneficial, or not likely to continue 
beneficial, to hiinself; and that, if it was in1proper 
that he, the said Warren Hastings, should be the judge 
of any disputes in which his servant n1ight be involved 
on account of his farms, that reason ought to have 
obliged hin1 to prevent his servant fron1 being engaged 
in any farins whatever, or to have advised his said 
servant to relinquish the ren1ainder of his farms, as 
well as those which the said Warren Hastings affirms 
he quitted by his advice. That on the subject of the 
said charge the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company have come to the following resolution: 
"Resolved, That it appears that the conduct of the 
late President and Council of Fort Willian1 in Bengal, 
in suffering Cantoo Baboo, the present Governor-Gen- 
cral's ballian, to hold farms in different purgunnahs to 
a large amount, or to be security for such farms, con.. 
trary to the tenor and spirit of the 17th regulation of 
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the Committee of Revenue at Fort William, of the 
14th 
Iay, 1772, and afterwards relinquishing that 
security without satisfaction n1ade to the C0111pany, 
was highly improper, and has been attended with 
considerable loss to the Company"; and that in the 
whole of this transaction the said 
 arren Hastings 
has been guilty of gross collusion with his servant, 
and n1anifest breach of trust to his en1ployers. 
That, whereas it was ackno,vledged by the said 
Warren Hastings, that the country, in the years 1770 
and 1771, had suffered great depopulation and decay, 
and that the collections of those years, having been 
violently kept up to their fonner standard, had added 
to the distr
ss of the country, the settlelnent of the 
revenues 111ade by hin1 for five years, conll11encing the 
1st )Iay, 1772, instead of offering any abatement or 
relief to the inhabitants who had survived the famine, 
held out to the East India Con1pany a pron1Ïse of great 
increase of revenue, to be exacted from the country 
by the Ineans hereinbefore described. That this set- 
tleIl1ent was not realized, but fell considerably short, 
even in the first of the five years, when the den1and 
was the lightest; and that on the 'whole of the five 
years the real collections fell short of the settlen1ent 
to the enorn10US amount of two nÜllions and a half 
sterling, and upwards. That such a settle111ent, if it 
had been or could have been rigorously exacted from 
a country already so distressed, and from a population 
so ÍIl1paired, that, in the belief of the said Warren 
Hastings, it was Ünpossible such loss could be recruited 
in four or five years, would have been in fact, what it 
appeared to be in form, an act of the n10st cruel Dnd 
tyrannical oppression; but that the realll
e 111ade of 
that unjust demand upon the nati'yes of Bengal was, 
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to oblige them to con1pound privately with the per- 
sons w'ho fornled the settlement, and who threatened 
to enforce it. rrhat the cnOflnous balances and ren1is- 
sions on that settlmnent arose fron1 a general collusion 
between the farn1ers and collectors, and fron1 a gen- 
eral peculation and clnhezzlmncnt of the revenues, by 
which the East India Con1pany ,vas grossly ilnposed 
on, in the first instance, by a pron1ised increase of rev- 
enue, and defrauded, in the second, not only by the 
failure of that increase, but by the revenues falling 
short of what they \vere in the two years preceding 
the said settlement to a great amount. That the said 
Warren Hastings, being then at the head of the gov- 
ernment of Bengal, was a party to all the said imposi- 
tion, fraud, peculation, and embezzlement, and is prin- 
cipally and specially .answerable for the san1e; and 
that, \vhereas sundry proofs of the said peculation 
and embezzlen1ent were brought before the Court of 
Directors, the said Directors (in a letter dated the 4th, 
of 
Iarch, 1778, and signed by 'Villi am Devaynes and 
Nathaniel Smith, Esquires, no\v Chairman and Depu- 
ty-Chainnan of the said Court,- and melnbers of this 
House) did declare, that, " although it was rather their 
wish to prevent future evils than to enter into a se- 
. vere retrospection of past abuses, yet, as in son1e of the 
cases then before then1 they conceived there had been 
flagrant corruption, and in others great oppressions 
conlluitted on the native inhabitants, they thought it 
unjust to suffer the delinquents to pass ,vholly un- 
punished, and therefore they directed the Goyernor- 
General and Council forthwith to conllnence a prosecu- 
tion against the persons who con1posed the Conllnittee 
of Circuit, and their representatives, and against all 
other proper partiês"; but that the prosecutions so 
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ordered by the Court of Directors in the year 1778 
have never been brought to trial; and that the said 
Warren Hastings did, on the 23d of Decenlber, 1783, 
propose and carry it in Council, that orders should be 
given for 'll'itlulrawing the sa id prosecutions, - declar- 
ing, that he was clearly of opinion that there was no 
ground to Inaintain theIn, and that they would only 
be productive of expense to the OOlnpany and unn
erited 
vexation to the parties. 


REVENUES. 


P ART II. 
THAT the said Warren Hastings has on sundry 
occasions declared his deliberate opinion generally 
against all innovations, and particularly in the col- 
lection and managelTIent of the revenues of Bengal: 
that 'r. he was well aware of the exþense and incon- 
venience 'Which ever attends innovations o..f all kinds, on 
their first institution; * - that innovations are always 
attended with difficulties and inconveniences, and in- 
novations in the revenue ,vith a suspension of the 
collections; t - that the continual variations in the 
1110de of collecting the revenue, and the continual 
usurpation 011 the rights of the people, have fixed 
in the n1Ìnds of the ryots a rooted distrust of the or 
dinances of government." t That the Court of Di- 
rectors have repeatedly declared their apprehensions 
" that a sudden transition fr0111 one lÌ10de to another, 
in the investigation and collection of their revenue, 
111ight have alarn1ed the inhabitants. le
sened their 
confidence in the COlnpany's proceedings, and been 
attended ,vith other evils." 
 


· 3d Xoyembcr, 1772. t 2-1th Octoher, 177-1, t 22d April, 1775. 
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That the said \Varren Hastings, iminediately after 
his appoilltlllent to the government of Fort \Villian1, 
in April, 1772, did abolish the office of Naib IJewan, 
or native collector of the revenues, then existing; 
that he did at the same time appoint a cOlnmittee of 
the board to go on a circuit through the provinces, 
and to form a settlelnellt of the revenues for five 
years; that he did then appoint sundry of the Con1- . 
pallY's servants to have the Jnanagement of the col- 
lections, viz., one in each district, under the title of 
Oollector j that he did then abolish the General Board 
of Revenue or Council at 
Ioorshedabad, for the fol- 
lowing reasons: "That, ,vhile the controlling and 
executive part of the revenue and the correspondence 
with the collectors was carried on by a council at 
1tfoorshedabad, the Inembers of the adn1Ínistratioll at 
Calcutta had no.. opportunity of acquiring that thor- 
ough and comprehensive knowledge which could only 
result from practical experience
' that the orders of the 
Court of Directors, which established a new systeln, 
which enjoined many new regulations and inquiries, 
could not properly be delegated to a subordinate 
council, and it becalne absolutely necessary that the 
business of the revenue should be conducted under tlte 
innnediate observation and direction of the board." * - 
That in N oveIl1ber, 1773, the said 'Varren IIastings 
abolished the office of Collector, and transferred the 
collection and managen1CIlt of the revenues to sev- 
eral councils of revenue, comlnonly called Provincial 
Councils. That 011 the 24th of October, 1774, the said 
vVan'en IIastillgs earnestly offered his advice (to the 
Governor-Gcneral and Council, then newly appointed 
by act of Parlian1en t) for tlte continuation of tlte saii 
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ystem of Provincial Councils in all its parts. That 
the said Warren IIastings did, on the 22d of April, 
1775, transnlit to the Directors a formal plan for the 
future settlelnent of the rcvenues, and did therein de- 
clare, that, "\vith respect to the mode of managing 
the collection of the revenue and the administration 
of justice, none occurred to hinl so good as the sys- 
tem w-Ilich was already established of Provincial Coun- 
cils." That on the 18th of January, 1776, the said 
"... arren lIastings did transn1Ït to the Court of Direc- 
tors a plan for the better adnlinistration of justice, 
that in this plan the establishnlent of the said Pro- 
vincial Councils was specially provided for and con- 
firnled, and that "r arren Hastings did recommend it 
to the Directors to obtain the sanction of Parlia-ment 
for a confirmation of the said plan. That on the 30th 
of April, 1776, the said Wan'en Hastings did transmit 
to the Court of Directors the draft or scheme of an 
act of Parlialnent for the better adn1Înistration of jus- 
tice in the provinces, in w'hich the said establishment 
of Provincial Councils is again specially included, and 
special jurisdiction assigned to the said Councils. 
That the Court of Directors, in a letter dated 5th of 
February, 1777, did give the following instruction to 
the Governor-General and Council, a 111ajority of 
'whon1, viz., Sir John Clavering, Colonel l\lonson, and 

Ir. Francis, had disapproved of the plan of Provincial 
Councils: "If you are fully convinced that the estab.. 
lisillnent of Provincial Councils has not answered nor 
is not capable of answering the purposes in tended by 
such institutions, we hereby direct you to fornl a new 
plan for the collection of the revcnues, and to trans- 
mit the f'anlC to us for our consideration." - That the 
said ,y arren Ha
tings, in contradiction to his own 
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sentÎ111ents repeatedly declared, and to his own ad- 
vice repeatedly and deliberately givcn, and in defiance 
of the orders of the Directors, to wholn he transillitted 
no previous comn1unication ,vhatever of his intcntion 
to abolish the said Provincial Councils, did, in the 
beginuing of the year 1781, again change the ,vhole 
8ysten1 of the collections of the public reven uc of Ben- 
gal, as also the adn1Ïnistration of civil and crin1inal 
justice throughout the provinces. That the said \Var- 
ren IIastings, in a letter dated 5th of l\lay, 1781, 
advising the Court of Directors of the said changes, 
has falsely affinned, " that the plan of superintending 
and collecting the public revcn ue of the provinces 
through the agcncy of Provincial Councils had been 
instituted for the telnporary and declared purpose of 
introducing anothcr ll10re pernlanent n10de by an easy 
and gradual change"; that, on the contrary, the said 
Warren IIastings, froln the year 1773 to the year 
1781, has constantly and unifonnly insisted on the 
,visdon1 of that institution, and on the necessity of 
never departing froln it; that he has in that time 
repeatcdly advised that the said institution should be 
confirmed in perpetuity by an act of Parlialnent; that 
the said total dissolution of the Provincial Councils 
was not introduced by any easy and gradual change, 
nor by any gradations ,vhatever, but was sudden and 
unprepared, and instantly accon1plished by a singlc 
act of power; and that the said 'Varren Hastings, in 
the place of the said Councils, has substituted a COln- 
Inittee of Revenuc, consisting of four covenanted ser- 
vants, on principles opposite to those which he had 
hilnself professcd, and with exclusive powers, tcnding 
to deprive the n1elubers of the Sllpren1c Council of a 
due knowledge of and inspection into the Inanagement 
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of the territorial revenues, specially and unalienably 
yested by the legislature in the Governor-General 
and Council, and to vest the sanle solely and entirely 
in the said 1Yarrell Hastings. That the reasons as- 
signed by the said \Yarren Hastings for constituting 
the said COl1ullittee of Revenue are incolnpatible with 
those which he professed ,vhen he abolished the sub- 
ordinate Council of Revenue at 
Ioorshedabad: that 
he has iInyested the said COlnn1Ïtte
 in the fullest 'Jnan- 
ner with all the powers and authority of the Governo1'- 
General and G01tncil
' that he has thereby contracted 
the 'whole power and office of the Provincial Councils 
into a sUlall cOlllpass, and vested the SalTIe ill four per- 
sons appointed by hhuself; that he has thereby tak- 
en the general transaction and cognizance of revenue 
business out of the Suprelne Council; that the said 
COllunittee are enlpowered to conduct the current 
business of the revenue departlnent without refer- 
ence to the Supreule Council, and only report to the 
board such extraordinary occu'rrences, claims, and pro- 
posals as rrnay require the special orders of the board
' 
that even the instruction to report to the board in 
extraordinary cases is nugatory and fallacious, being 
accolnpanied ,vith lilnitatiolls ,vhich nlake it ilnpos- 
sible for the said board to decide on any questions 
'whatsoever: since it is expressly provided by the 
said \Varren Hastings, that, -if the mernbers of the Com- 
n1Íttee dijJer in opinion, it is not expected that every dis- 
sentient opinion should be recorded
' consequently the 
Suprenle Council, on any reference to their board, 
can see nothing but the resolutions or reasons of 
the 111ajority of the COlnn1Ïttee, without the argu- 
ments on ,vhich the dissentient opinions nlight be 
fouuded: and since it is also expressly provided by 
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the said Warren Hastings, that the deteJ.mination of 
the majority of the Oomrnittee should not therefore be 
stayed, unless it should be so agreed by the majority, - 
that is, that, notwithstanding the reference to the 
Supreine Council, "the measure shall be executed 
without waiting for their decision. 
That the said 'Varren Hastings has delivered his 
opinion, ,vith many arguments to support the saIne, 
in favor of long leases of the lands, in preference to 
annual settlelnents: that he has particularly declared, 
"that the farn1er who holds his farn1 for one year 
only, having no interest in the next, takes what he can 
with the hand of rigor, which, even in the execution 
of legal claÏ1ns, is often equivalcnt to violence; he is 
under the necessity of being rigid, and even cruel,- 
for what is left in arrear after the expiration of his 
power is at best a doubtful debt, if ever recoverable; 
he ,vill bo tempted to exceed the bounds of right, and 
to augnleIlt his incon1e by irregular exactions, and 
by racking the tenants, for ,vhich pretences ,vill not 
oe wanting, ,yhere the farn1s pass annually fro In one 
hand to another; that the discouragen1erlts which the 
tenants feel fron1 being transferred every year to new 
landlords are a great objection to such short leases; 
that they contribute to injure the cultivation and 
dispeople the lands; that, on the contrary, frorn long 
farms the farmer acquires a permanent interest in his 
lands; he will, for his own sake, layout Inoney in 
assisting his tenants in irnproving lands already cul- 
tivated, and in clearing and cultivating ,vaste lands." *' 
That, nevertheless, the said 'Van'en Hastings, having 
left it to the discretion of the COinmittee of Revell He, 
appointed by hÏIn in 1781, to fix the tiIne for which 
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the ensuing settlenlen t should be Inade, and the said 
COl1uuittee having declared, that, wit7
 'respect to the 
period of tlte leases in general, it appeared to the Oornrnit- 
tee that to lÍinit then
 to one year would be the best pe- 
riod, he, the said 'Varren Hastings, approved of that 
linlÏ tation, in Inanifest contradiction to all his own 
arguinents, professions, and declarations concerning 
the fatal consequences of annual leases of the lands; 
that in so doing the said 'Varren Hastings did not 
hold hiInself bound or restrained Ly the orders of the 
Court of Directors, but acted upon his own discre- 
tion; and that he has, for partial and interested pur- 
poses, exercised that discretion in particular instances 
against his o\vn general settlelnent for one year, by 
granting perpetual leases of farnls and zenlindaries to 
persons specially favored by him, and particularly by 
gran ting a perpetual lease of the zelnindary of Bahar- 
bund to his servant Cantoo Baboo on very lo\v ternlS. 
That in all the preceding trausactions the said 'Var- 
ren Hastings did act contrary to his duty as Governor 
of Fort Willialn, contrary to the orders of his enlploy- 
ers, and contrary to his own declared sense of ex- 
pediency, consistency, and justice, and thereby did 
harass and afflict the inhabitants of the provinces 
with perpetual changes in the systenl and execution 
of the government placed oyer theln, and with contin- 
ued innovations and exactions, against the rights of 
the said inhabitants, - thereby destroying all securi 
ty to private property, and all confidence in the good 
faith, principles, and justice of the British govern- 
ment. .A.lld that the said Warren Hastings, having 
substituted his own instrunlents to be the managers 
and collectors of the public revenue, in the Inanner 
hereinbefore mentioned, did act in manifest breach 



94 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


and defiance of an act of the 13th of Ins present 
laj- 
esty, by which the order1
ng and 'ìnanagelnent and go v- 
erJl1ìlent of all the territorial revenues in the kingdoms 
of Bengal, Rahar, and Orissa were vested in the 
Governor-General and Council, without any power 
of delegating the said trust and duty to any other 
persons; and that, by snch unhnvflll delegation of 
the powers of the Council to a subordinate board 
appoint
d by hirnself, he, the said 'Varren Hastings, 
did in effect unite and vest in his own person the 
ordering, goverlllnent, and n1anagement of all the 
said territorial revenues; and that for the said illegal 
act he, the said Warren Hastings, is solely ans,verable, 
the saIne having been proposed and resolved in Coun- 
cil when the Governor-General and Council consisted 
but of two persons present, - namely, the said War- 
1'en Hastings, and the late Edward Wheler, Esquire, 
and 1vhen consequently the Governor-General, by vir- 
tue of the casting voice, possessed the whole power 
of the governrnent. That, in all the changes and in- 
novations hereinbefore described, the pretence used 
by the said 'Varren llastings to recomlnend and jus- 
tify the saine to the Court of Directors has been, that 
such changes and innovations ,vonld be attended with 
increase of revenue or dilninntion of expense to the 
East India COlnpany; that snch pretence, if true, 
would not have been a justification of such acts; but 
that such pretence is false and groundless: that dur- 
ing the adlninistration of the said \Varren IIast- 
ings the territorial revenues have declined; that the 
charges of collecting the saIne have greatly increased; 
and that the said 'Va1'ren IIastillgs, by his neglect, 
nlislnanagement, and by a direct and intended waste 
of the COlllpany's property, is chargeable with and 
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answerable for aU the said decline of revenue, and aU 
the said increase of expense. 


XVI,-
nSDE
IEAKORS IN DUDE. 


1. THAT the province of Gude and its dependencies 
were, before their connection with and subordination to 
the COlnpany, in a flourishing condition with regard 
to culture, conl111erce, and population, and their rul- 
ers and principaillobility 111aintained thenlselves in a 
state of affluence and splendor; but very shortly after 
the period aforesaid, tbe prosperity both of the country 
and its chiefs began sensibly and rapidly to decline, in- 
s01l1uch that the revenue of the said province, which, on 
the lowest estilllation, had been found, in the commence- 
nlellt of the British influence, at upwards of three n1il- 
lions sterling annually , (and that aillple revenue raised 
,without detrin1ent to the country,) did not in the year 
1770 exceed the sunl of 1,500,000l., and in the subse- 
quent years did fall much short of that sum, although 
the rents 'were generally advanced, and the country 
grie\ou
ly oppressed in order to raise it. 


II. That in the aforesaid year, 1779, the demandf' 
of the East India COlnpany on the Nabob of Gude ar
 
stated by )11'. Purling, their Resid.eut at the court of 
Oude, to al110unt to the stun of 1,360,000l. sterling 
and upwards, leaxillg (UpOll the supposition that the 
wl101e revenue should anlouut to the SUIn of 1,500, 
OOOl. bterling, to ,vhich it did not anlount) no nlore 
than 140,000l. sterling for the support of the dignity 
of the household and fan1ily of the X ahob, and for the 
Inaintellance of his gOYernnlellt, as well as for the pay.. 
ment of the public debts due within the province. 
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III. That by the treaty of Fyzabad a regular brigade 
of the COlnpany's troops, to be stationed in the don1Ïn.. 
ions of the N ahob of Oude, was kept up at the expense 
of the said Kabob; in addition to ,vhich a telnporary 
brigade of the same troops "Tas added to his estab. 
lishIl1ent, together ".,.ith several detached corps in the 
COlupany's service, and a great part of his own native 
t.roops were put under the con1lnand of British officers. 


IV. That the expense of the Company's telnporary 
brigade increased in the same year (the year of 1779) 
upwards of 80,000l. sterling above the estin1ate, and 
the expense of the country troops under British offi- 
cers in the san1e period increased upwards of 40,000l. 
sterling; and in addition to the aforesaid ruinous 
expenses, a large civil establishment was gradually, 
secretly, and without any authority from the Court 
of Directors" or record in the books of the Council- 
General concerning the san1e, forlned for the Resident, 
and another under 
ir. W olnbwcll, an agent for the 
C0111pany; as also several pensions and allo,vances, 
in the saIne secret and clandestine n1aUller, were 
charged on the revenues of the said Nabob for the 
benefit of British subjects, besides large occasional 
gifts to persons in the COlnpany's service. 


V. That in the month of November, 1779, the said 
Nabob did represent to 
Ir. Purling, the Corilpany's 
Resident aforesaid, the distressed state of his revenuc:; 
in the following terlns. "During three years past, 
the expense occasioned by the troops in brigade, and 
others cOlnn1anded by European officers, has lnuch 
distressed the snpport of my household, inson1uch that 
the allowances made to the seraglio and children of 
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the deceased X abub have been reduced to one fourth 
of what it hall been, upqn vd1Ïch they have subsisted 
in a very distressed lUanneI' for two years past. The 
attendants, writers, and servants, &c., of my court, 
lwxe received no pay for two years past; and there 
is at present no part of the country that can be allot- 
ted to the paYlnent of lllY father's private creditors, 
,,
hose applications are daily pressing upon me. ..All 
these difficulties I have for these three years pa
t 
struggled Þthrough, and found this consolation therein, 
that it wa
 c01l11'lying ,vith the pleasure of the Honor- 
able Conlpany, and in the hope that the Suprellle Coun- 
cil would lllake inquiry from illlpartial persons into 
lllY di
tre
sed situation; but I allI now forced to a 
representation. Froill the great increase of expense, 
the revenues were necessarily fanned out at a high 
rate;,' and deficiencies followed yearly. The country 
and cultivation is abandoned; and this year in partic- 
ular, from the excessive drought, deductions of many 
lacs" (stated by the Resident, in his letter to the 
board of the 13th of the month following, to amount 
to twenty-five lac, or 250,000l. sterling) " have been 
allowed the fanners, who \vere still left unsatisfied. 
I have received but just sufficient to support my ab- 
solute necessities, the re,enues being deficient to the 
an
oullt of fifteen lac [150,000l. sterling], and for this 
reason many of the old chieftains with their troops, 
and the useful attendants of the court, ,vere forced to 
leave it, and there is now only a few foot and horse 
for the collection of lny revenues; and should the 
zen1Ïndars be refractory, there is not left a sufficient 
nl.uuber to reduce thenl to obedience." And the said 
N aboL did therefore pray that the assignments for the 
new brigade, the corps of horse, and the other de- 
VOL, IX. 7 
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tached bodies of thc COlnpany
s troops might not 
be required froin hiln: alleging, "that the former 
was nut only qui te usele
s to his goverlunent, but, 
llJOrCOVCl', the cau
e of HIHCh l():-;
, both ill the revenues 
and eustOlllS; and that the detached bodies of troops 
Hnder their European officers brought nothing but con- 
fu
i()ll ill to the affitirs of his goVel'lllllellt, and were en- 
tirely their OWll Inasters." 


",TI. That it appears that the said N aùob was not 
bounù hy any treaty to the Inaintenance, without his 
conscnt, even of the olil brifJ.'lde,-the Court of Direc- 
tors having, ill their letter of the 15th Decenlber, 
1775, approved of keepillg the saIne in his service, 
"provided it was done witlt tlte free consent of the SUr 
bah, and by no nwaus 'lVitlwllt it." 1-\lld the new br'i- 
f}ad
 and tern porary corp
 \\Tere raised on the express 
condition, that the expense thereof should be charged 
on the N abou only "for so lOJlfJ a tl111e as he s7wuld 
require the corps for his ,ç;ervice." .And the Court of 
Directors express to the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil their sense of the said agre
Inent in the following 
terms: "But if you intend to exert your influence 
first to induce tho ",TizÍer to acquiesce in your proposal, 
anù afterwards to compel Itint to kep]J tlte troops in !tis 
pay during your plellf5ure, your intents are unfiust;,' and 
a rorre:5pondent conduct would reflect great dishonor on 
t7te C01npau!J'" 


'TII. That, in ans,ver to the decent and humhle 
repre
elltation aforesaid of the Nabob of Oude, the 
allegations of which, 
o far as they relate to the di
- 
tressed state of the Nflhnb's finances, and his total 
inability to discharóc the ùeluands made on hini, 
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were confirmed by the testimony of the English Resi- 
dent at Oude, and which the said Hastings did not 
deny in the ,,
hole or in any part thereof, he, the said 
"an'en Hastings, did, on pretence of certain political 
dangers, declare the relief desired to be "without 
hesitation totallll inadnlissihle," and did falsely and 
nlaliciously insinuate, "that the tone in which the 
deillallds of the Nabob were asserted, and the season 
in which they were made, did give cause for the most 
alarming suspicions." And the said "... arren Hast- 
ings c1id, in a letter to the X abob aforesaid, written in 
haughty and insolent language, and without taking 
any notice of the distresses of the said Nabob, alleged 
and \'erified as before recited, "req nire and insist 
upon your [the Xabob'sJ granting tllncaws [assign- 
nlellt
J for the full amount of their [the Company's] 
demands upon you for the current year, and on your 
reser\ing funds sufficient to answer them, even should 
tlte Llejiciencies of your revenues compel you to leave YOlU. 
own troops 1.lnpro
'iaed for, or to disband a part of theln 
to enable you to effect it." 


VIII. That, in a letter written at the same tIme to 
the Resident, Purling, and intended for his directions 
in enforcing on the N ahob the unjust delnands afore- 
said, the said Warren Hastings hath asserted, in direct 
con tradiction to the treaties subsisting between the 
said 
abob and the Company, "that he [the 
abobJ 
stands engaged to our government to maintain the 
English armies which at his own request have been 
formed for the protection of his don1Înions, and that 
it is Oll1' part, and not his, to i1.lclge and determine in 
what rnanner and at wltat time these shall be reduced 
and u'ithdrawn." And in a 
Iillute of Consultation, 
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when the aforesaid Ineasnre wag proposed by th
 said 
Hastings to the SUprell1e Council, he did affirm and 
maintain that the troops aforesaid" had now no sepa- 
'rate or distinct existence from ours, and may be prop- 
erly said to consist of our whole luilitary establish- 
ment, with the exception only of our European infan- 
try; and that they could not be withdrawn without 
Ï1nposing on the COlllpallY the addit'ional burden of 
them" or disbanding nine battalions of disciplined se- 
poys and three regin1ents of horse." 


IX. That in the 1t1inut
 of Consultation aforesaid, 
he, the said Warren Hastings, hath further, in justifi- 
cation of the violent and arbitrary proceedings afore- 
said, asserted, "that the arrangelnent of measures 
betw'een the British government and their allies, the 
native powers of India, Inust, in case of disagreelnent 
about the necessity thereof, be decided by the stron- 
!Jest"; and hath thereby advanced a dangerous and 
1110st indecently expressed position, subversive of the 
rights of allies, and tending to breed' war and con- 
fusion, instead of cordiality and coöperation alnongst 
theIn, and to destroy all confidence of the princes of 
India in the faith and justice of the English nation. 
And the said Hastings, having further, in the minute 
aforesaid, presumed to threaten to "bring to pun- 
ishu1el1t, if IllY influence" (his, the said Hastings's, 
influence) " can produce that effect, those incendiaries 
who have endeavored to make themselves the instru- 
ments of division betweên us," hath, as far as in him 
lay, obstructed the perfonnance of one of the 1110st 
essential duties of a prince engaged in an unequal al- 
liance with a presiding state, - that of representing 
the grievances of his subjects to that Inore powerful 
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state by whose acts they suffer: leaying thereby the 
governing power in total ignorance of the effects of 
its o\vn measures, and to the oppressed people no 
other choice than the alternative of an unqualified 
subn1ission, or a resistance productive of consequen- 
ces more fatal. 


X. That, all relief being denied to the Nabob, in 
the manner and on the grounds aforesaid, the de- 
mands of the Company on the said Kabob in the year 
following, that is to say, in the year 1780, did an10ullt 
to the enorlllOUS sum of 1,400,000l. sterling, and the 
distress of the province did rapidly increase. 


XI. That the Nabob, on the 24th of February of 
the same year, did again write to the Governor-Gen- 
eral, the said Warrell Hastingf', a letter, in which he 
expressed his constant friendship to the Company, 
and his subnlÏssion and obedience to their orders, and 
asserting that he had not troubled thelll with any 
of his difficulties, trusting they ,vould learn them 
frolll other quarters, and that he should be relieved 
by their friendship. " But," he says, " when the 
knife had penetrated to the bone, and I was surrounded 
I with such heavy distresses that I could no longer live 
in expectations, I then wrote an account of IllY diffi- 
culties. The answer I have received to it is such that 
it has given nle inexpressible grief and affliction. I 
neyer had the least idea or expectation from you and 
the Council that you ,,-ould have given your orders 
in 80 afflict-ing a manner, -in 
l'hich you never bef01"e 
'llJrote, and I could never have imagined. I have deliv- 
ered up all my private papers to hÜn [the Resident], 
that, after examini
lg nlY receipts and e
penses, he 
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may take 'whatever relnains. That, as I know it to 
be 111Y duty to satisfy you [the COlupany and Coun.. 
cilJ, I have not failed to obey in any instance; but 
requested of hiln that it n1ight be done so as not to 
distress IUC in 111Y necessary expenses. There being 
no other funds but those for the expenses of lUY 'Inut- 
seddies [clerks and accountants], household expenses, 
and servants, &c., he delnanded these in such a nlan- 
ner, that, being reluediless, I was obliged to con1ply 
'with what he required. He has accordingly stopped 
the pensions of my old servants for thirty years, whether 
sepoY8 [soldiers], rnutseddies [secretaries and account- 
ant::; J, or household servants, and the expenses of IJny 
farnily ànd kitchen, together with the jaghires of 'Iny 
fj1"andlnotlwr, 'Inotlter, and aunts, and of my brothers and 
dependants, which were for their support." 


XII. That, in answer to the letter aforesaid, the 
Resident received fron1 the said Warren Hastings and 
Council an order to persevere in the demand to its 
fullest extent, - that is to say, to the amount of 
1,-:1:00,000l. sterling. 


XIII. That on the 15th of 
fay the Nabob replied, 
complaining in an humble and suppliant manner of 
his distressed situation: that he had at first opposed 
the assigning to the use of the Con1pany the estates 
of his mother, of his grandmother, of one of his un- 
cles, and of the sons of another, but that, in obedi- 
ence to the injunctions of the gentlemen of the Coun- 
cil, it had been done, to the an10unt, on the whole, 
of 80,000l. sterling a year, or thereabouts; that what- 
ever effects were in the country, ,vith even his table, 
hi:; all i 111 al s., and the salaries of his servants, ,vere 
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granted in assiglilnents; that, besides these, if they 
'were resolved again to cornpel hÏ1n to give up the es- 
tates of his parcnts and relations, which were granted 
theln for their Illaintenance, they were at the COlllpa- 
ny's disposal; saying, " If the Council have directed 
you to attach thern, do it: in the country no further 
sources relnain. I have no means; for I have not a .. 
subsistence. - Ho,v long shall I dwell upon my Ini
- 
fortunes ? " 


XIV. That the truth of the said remonstrance
 
was not disputed, nor the tone in which they ,vere 
\\Titten cornplained of, the same being submissive, 
and even abject, though the cause (his distressc
) 
was by the said Ifastings, in a great degree, and in 
tern1S the 1110st offensive, attributed to the Kabob 
himself; but no relief was given, and the saIne un- 
wan'an table establisluuen ts, maintained at the same 
ruinous expense, were kept up. 


XV. That the said 'Varren Hastings, having con- 
sidered as incendiaries those who advised the remon- 
strances aforesaid, and, to prevent the same in fu- 
ture, having denounced vengeance on those concerned 
therein, did, for the purpose of keeping in his own 
power all representations of the state of the court and 
country aforesaid, aud to subject both the one and 
the other to his o,yn arbitrary will, and to dra-\\ to 
hÏ1nself and to his creatures the 111anagement of th8 
N al)Qb's revenues, in defiance of the orders of the 
COUl't of Directors, a second time recall 
lr. Bl'i
tow 
 
the CUlllpallY's Resident, fron1 the court of Oude,- 
havillg unce before recalled hiIn, as the said Directors 
exprL:
s thcu1sclves, " without the shadow of a charge 
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being exhibited against hin1," and having, on the oc- 
casion and tÌlne no\v stated, produced no fìpecific 
charge against the said Resident; and he, the said 
Hastings, did appoint Nathaniel 
Iiddleton, E
quire, 
to succeed hin1, - it being his declared principle, that 
he must have a person of kis own confidence in that 

 situation. 


XVI. That the said Warren Hastings, after he 
had refused all relief to the distresses of the Nabob in 
the manner aforesaid, and had described those who 
advised the representation of the grievances of Oude 
as incendiaries, did himself, in a minute of the 21st 

fay, 1781, describe that province " as fallen into a 
state of great disorder and confusion, and its re- 
sources in an extraordinary degree diIninished,"- 
and did state, that his presence in the said province 
was requested by the Nabob, and that, unle
s son18 
effectual lueasures were taken for his relief, he [the 
Nabob] must be under the necessity of leaving his 
country, and con1ing down to Calcutta, to represent 
the situation of his goveflunent. And 
Ir. Wheler 
did declare that the Governor-General's representa- 
tion uf the state of that province ",vas but too well 
founded, and ,vas convinced that it ,vould require his 
utrnost abilities and powers, applied and exercised on 
the spot, to restore it to its former good order and 
affluence." 


XVII. That the said 'Varren Hastings, in conse- 
qucnce of the minute aforesaid, did grant to hÜnself, 
and did procure the consent of his only colleague, 
Edward vVheler, Esquire, to a comn1Ïssion or dele- 
gation, with powers "to assist the N abou ,rizier in 
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fonning such regulations as may be necessary for t11e 
peace and good order of his governnlent, the improve- 
ment of his revenue, and the adjustment of the mu- 
tual concerns subsisting between him and the Compa- 
ny." .And in the said comnlission or delegation he, 
the said Warren Hastings, did cause to be inserted 
certain powers and provisions of a new and danger- 
ous nature: that is to say, reciting the business before 
lllentioned, he did convey to himself" such author- 
ity to enforce the same as the Governor- General and 
Oouncil might or could exercise on occasions in which 
they could be warranted to exercise the same, and to 
fbrnl and conclude such several engagenlel1ts or trea
 
ties with the Nabob Vizier, the government of Berar, 
and \vith any chiefs or powers of Hindostan, as he 
should judge expedient and necessary." Towards 
the conclusion of the act or instrument aforesaid are 
the words following, viz.: "It is hereby declared, 
that all such acts, and all such engagelnents or trea- 
ties aforesaid, shall be binding on the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Council in the same Inanner, and as effectu- 
ally, as if tllPY had been done and passed by the specific 
and inl1nediate concurrence and actual :junction of the 
Govel'nor- General and Oouncil, in council asseJnbled." 
Ànd the said powers were, by the said Warren Hast- 
ings, given by hiInself and the said Wheler, under 
the 
eal of the Conlpany, on the 3d July, 1781. 


XVIII. That the said commission, delegating to 
him, the said 'Varren Hastings, the whole functions 
of the Council, is destructive to the constitution 
thereof, and is contrary to the Company's standing 
orders, and is illegal. 
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XIX. That, in virtue of those powers, and the il- 
legal delegation 'aforesaid, the said Warren Hastings, 
after he had fini
hed his Lusiness at Benares, did pro- 
cure a lneeting with the N aLob of Oude at a place 
called Chunar, upon the confincs of the country of 
Benares, and did there enter into a treaty, or pre 
tended treaty, with the said Nabob; one part of 
which the said 'Varren Hastings did pretend ,va
 
drawn up froln a series of requisitions presented to 
him by the Nabob, but which requisitions, or any 
copy thereof, or of any other Inaterial doculnent rel- 
ative thereto, he did not at the tÏ1ne transn1it to the 
Presidency, - the said 'Varren Hastings inforn1Ïng' 

Ir. "Theler, that the Resident, 
Iiddleton, had taken 
the authentic papers relative to this transaction with 
him to Lucknow: and it does not appear that the 
said Warren IIastings did ever reclaim the said pa- 
pers, in order to record them at the Presidency, to 
be transmitted to the Co.urt of Directors, as it wa:s 
his duty to do. 


XX. That the purport of certain articles of the 
said treaty, on the part of the COlnpallY, was, that, in 
consideration of the Nabob's inability (which inabil- 
ity the prealnble of the treaty asserts to have been 
" repeatedly and urgently represented") to support 
the expenses of the tenlporary brigade, and of three 
reginlents of cavalry, and al:so of the British officers 
with their Lattalions, and of otlter gentlemen who 
were then paid by him, the several corps aforesaid, 
and the other gentIel11CU, (with the exception of the 
Resident's office then on the .1Vubob's list, and a regi- 
Inent of sepoys for the Resident's guard,) should, after 
a tenn of two anù a half months, be no longer at his, 
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the Xabob's, charge: "the true Ineaning of this being, 
that. no nlore troops than olle brigade, and the pay and 
allowance
 of a regin1ent of sepoy
," (as aforesaid, to 
the Resident,) aUlounting in the ,,
hole to 342,000l. a 
year, should be paid by the :x abob; and that no officers, 
troops, or others, 
hoZlld be put upon the 
-rabob' s estab- 
lisll1Jlent, exclusive of those in the said treaty stipu- 
lated. 


XXI. That the said Warren Hastings did defend 
and justify the said articles, in which the troops afore- 
said v{erp to ue reuloved frolll the Nabob's establish- 
ment, by declaring as follo\vs. " That the actual dis- 
Lurselnents to those troops had fallen upon our own 
funds, and that we support a body of troops, estab- 
lished solely for the defence of the Nabob's possessions, 
at our own expense. It is true, we charge the Nabob 
with this expense; but the large balance already due 
froll1 him shows too justly the little prospect there was 
of disengaging ourselves from a burden which was 
daily adding to OlU. distresses and lllust soon become 
in.supportable, although it were granted that the Na- 
bob's debt, then suffered to accunnllate,1night at sorne 
future period be liquidated, and that this measure 
would substantially effect an instant relief to the pe- 
cuniary distresses of the Company." 


XXII. That Nathaniel 
Iiddleton, the Resident, 
did abo declare that he would at all tÏ1nes testify, 
,. that, upon the plan of the foregoing years, the 
receipts from the Nabob were only a deception, and 
not an advantage, but an inJury to the C0111pallY," and 
,. that a rernissioll to the X aboh of this insufferable 
burden was a profit to the COl11pany." And the said 
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Hastings did assert that the force of the COlnpany was 
110t lessened by withdrawing the ten1porary troops; 
although, when it suited the purpose of the said Hast- 
ings, in denying just relief to the distres
es of the said 
l\ abob of Oude, he had not scrupled to af'scrt the 
direct contrary of the positions by hin1 maintained in 
justification of the treaty of Chunar,- having in his. 
minute aforesaid, of the 15th of Decelnber, 1779, 
asserted, " that these troops" (the troops maintained 
by the Nabob of Oude) "had no separate or distinct 
existence, and may be properly said to consist of our 
whole Inilitary establishn1ent, with the exception only 
of our European infantry, and that they could not be 
withdrawn, without imposing on the Oompany the addi- 
tional burden of their expense, or disbanding nine. bat- 
talions of disciplined sepoys and three regiments of 
horse." 


XXIII. That he, the said Warren Hastings, in 
justification of his agreelnent to withdraw the troops 
aforesaid from the territories and pay of the Nabob 
of Oude, did further declare, "that he had been too 
much accustomed to the tales of hostile preparation 
and impending invasions, against all the evidence of 
political probability, to regard them as any other than 
phanto1l1S raised for the purpose of perpetuating or 
111ultiplying commands," and he did trust "all ideas 
of danger from the neighboring powers were alto- 
gether visionary; and that, even if they had bee
 bet- 
ter founded, this mode of anticipating possible evils 
would be 1110re n1ischieyons than anything they had 
reason to apprehend," and that the internal state of 
the Nabob's dOlninions did not require the continuance 
of the said troops; and that the Nabob, "whose concern 
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it was, and not ours," did affirn1 the same, - notwith. 
standing he, the said Hastings, had before, in answer 
to the humble supplications of the Nabob, asserted, 
that" it was our p.art, and not Itis, to judge and deter- 
n1Ïne in what manner and at what time they should 
be reduced or withdra,vn." 


XXIV. That the said Warren Hastings, in support 
of his measure of withdra"wing the said brigade and 
other troops, did also represent, that" the remote 
stations of those troops, placing the commanding offi- 
cers beyond the notice and control of the board, af- 
forded too much opportunity and temptation for un- 
warrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion 
of peculation and rapacity throughout tlte 
()ltole army, 
and, as an instance thereof, that a court-martial, com- 
posed of officers of rank and respectable characters, 
unanin10usly and honorably, 'most honorably,' ac- 
quitted an officer upon an acknowleàged fact which 
ill tiu1es of stricter discipline would have been deemed 
a criu1e deserving the severest punishment." 


XX\T. That the said Warren Hastings, baving in 
the letter aforesaid contradicted all the grounds and 
reasons by hÍln assigned for keeping up the aforesaid 
establisillnent, and having declared his own conviction 
that the whole was a fallacy and imposition, and a 
detrill1ent to the Company instead of a benefit, cir.. 
CUll}stances (if they are true) which he might and 
ought to have well known, was guilty of an high crime 
and n1Îsdelneanor in carrying on the imposture and 
delusion aforesaid, and in continuing an insupporta- 
ble burden and grievance upon the Nabob for several 
years, ,vithout attending to his repeated supplications 
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to be relieved thersfrom, to the utter ruin of his coun- 
try, and to the destruction of the discipline of the 
British troops, by diffusing alnollg them a general 
spirit of peculation; and the said Hastings hath COln- 
n1itted a grievous offellce in upholding the saIne p'er- 
nicious system, until, by his own confession and dec- 
laration, in his minute of the 21st of l\Iay, 1781, 
".the evils had grO'll'n to so great an height, that ex- 
ertions will be required n10re powerful than can Le 
made through the delegated authority of the ser- 
vants of the Cornpany now in the province, and that 
he was far froin sanguine in his expectations that 
even his own endeavors would be attended with much 
success." 


. 


XXVI. That, at the tin1e of making the said treaty, 
and at the time when, under color of the distress of 
the Nabob of Gude, and the failure of all other means 
for his relief, he, the said Hastings, broke the Com- 
pany's faith ,vith the parents of the Nabob, and first 
P\lcouraged and afterwards compelled him to despoil 
them of their landed estates, money, je\vels, and house- 
hold goods, and while the said Nabob continued 
heavily in debt to the Con1pany, he, the said 'Varren 
IIastings, did, "'without hesitation," accept of and 
receive fro111 the Nabob of Gude and his ministers 
(,,,"ho are notoriously known to be not only under his 
influence, but under his absolute command) a bribe, 
or unlawful gift or present, of one hundred thousand 
pounds sterling, and upwards. That, even if the said 
pretended gift could be supposed to be voluntary, it 
was contrary to the express provision of the Regulating 
Act of the 13th year of his 
{ajesty's reign, prohibiting 
the receipt of all presents upon any pretence whatso- 
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ever, and contrary to his own sense of the true intent 
and meaning of the said act, declared upon a similar, 
but not so strong a case, - that is, 'where the service 
done, and the present offered in return for it, had 
taken place before the promulgation of the above laws 
in India: on that occasion he declared, " that the ex- 
clu
ion by an act of Parlianlent acbnitted o.l no abate- 
'ì7lent or e
'asion, 'wherever its authority extended." 


XX'TI!. That the said Warren Hastings, confiding 
in an interest which he supposed hilnself to have 
forI11et1 in the East India House, did endeavor to pre- 
vail on the Court of Directors to violate the said act, 
and to suffer him to appropriate the money so ille- 
gally accepted by him to his o'\vn profit, as a reward 
for his services. 


XXVIII. That the said Warren Hastings has since 
declared to the Court of Directors, that, when fortune 
threw a sum in his way (Ineaning the sum of money 
above luentioned) of a ?nagnitude which could not be 
concealed, he C7W.
é to apprise his employers of it: * 
thereby confessing, that, but for the magnitude of the 
sanle rendering it difficult. to be concealed, he never 
'would have discovered it to them. And the said un- 
lawful present being received at the tiine when, for 
reasons directly contradictory of all his forl11er record- 
ed declarations, he did agree to rel11o\'e the aforesaid 
troops froln the Xabob's don1Ïnions, and to recall the 
lJen
ioners aforesaid, it nln
t be pre
ulned that he 
did not agree to give the relief ('\vhich he had before 
so obstinately refused) upon the grounds and motives 
of justice, policy, or lnllnanity, but in consideration 


· See his letter of the 11 th July, 1785, at the enù of the Charges, 
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of the SUln of lnoncy aforesaid, which, iu a time of 
such extrcnle distrcss in the Nabob's affairs, could not 
be rationally givcn, cxcept for th.ose and other conces- 
sions stipulated for in the said treaty, but which had 
on forIner occasions been refused. 


XXIX. That, notwithstanding his, the said War- 
1'en IIastings's, receipt of the present of one hundred 
thousand pounds, as aforesaid, he did violate every 
one of the stipulations in the said treaty contained, and 
particularly he did continue in the country, and in 
the service of the Nabob of Qude, those troops which 
he had so recently stipulated to withdra-w fi'om his 
country and to take from his establislunent: for, up- 
on the 24th of December following, he did order the 
telnporary brigade, making ten battalions of five hun- 
dred 11len each" to be again put on the Vizier's list, - 
although he had recently iuformed the Court of Di- 
rectors, through Edward 'Vheler, Esquire, that any 
benefit to be derived froln the Nabob's paying that 
brigade was a fallacy and a deception, and that the 
sanle was a charge upon the COlnpany, and not an 
alleviation of its distresses, as well a
 an insupportable 
burden to the Nabob: thus having, within a short 
space of tÏlne, "twice contradicted hÏlnself, both in dec- 
laration and in conduct. 


XXX. That this measure, in direct violation. of a 
treaty of not three months' duration, was so injudi- 
cio
s, that, in the opinion of the Âssistant Resident, 
Johnson, " nothing less than blows could effect it": 
he, the said Resident, further adding, " that the Nabob 
,vas not even able to payoff the arrears still due to it 
[the nc,v brigade] ; and that the troops being all in 
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arrca
's, and no pos
ibility of present paY1l1ellt, so large 
a body asselnbled herc [viz., at Lucknow] without any 
IneallS to check and control theIn, nothing but disor- 
der could follo'w. ...1s one proof that the Xabob is as 
badly off for funds as 'we are, I Inay infol'lll you that 
his cavalry rose this day upon hin1, and weut all armed 
to the palacc, to dCll1and froB1 thirtcen to eighteen 
11l01Ühs' arrears, and \vere with grcat difficulty per- 
suaded to retire, \vhich was probably 1110re effected 
by a body of troops getting unùer anns to go against 
thelTI than any other consideration." -TIut the letter of 
'Yarren IIastings, E
quirc, of the 24th of Decen1ber, 
giYing'the above orders for the infraction of the treaty, 
and to \vhich the lettcr froln \vhcnce the foregoing 
extracts are taken is an answer, doth not appear, any 
otherwise than as the san1e is recited in the said an- 
swer. 


XXXI. That, llohvithstanding the disorders and 
deficiencies in the revenue aforesaid had continued 
and increased, and that three very large balances 
had acctllnulated, the said 'Varren IIastings did 
causc the Treasury accounts at Calcutta to be ex- 
an1Íned and scrutinized, and an account of another 
arrear, composed of yarious articles, pretended to 
have accu111ulated during seven years previous to the 
year 1779, (the articles COlllposing which, if they had 
Leen just, ought to have been charged at the tÜnes 
thcy bc,.erally becalne due,) was sent to the Resident, 
and paY1l1cnt thercof dCluanded, to the alnount of 
2GO ,000l. sterling ; which unexpected deluand, in so 
distressed a situation, did not a little embarrass the 
X abob. But \vhilst he and his n1Ïnisters were exanl- 
ining into the said unexpected demand, another, and 
VOL. IX. 8 
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fifth balance, l11ade up of sÏ1nilar forgotten articles 
,vas delnanded, to the aluount of 140,000l. sterling 
11101'e. 'Vhich said two last delnands did so terrify 
and confound the N aLoL and his 111inisters, that they 
declared that the Resident" nlÏght at once take the 
country, since justice was out of the question." 


XXXII. That the said Hastings, in order to add 
to the confusion, perplexity, and distress of the N a- 
bob's affairs, did send to his court (in ,vhich he had 
already a Resident and .A...ssistant ltesident) two se- 
cret agents, 
Iajor Pahner and 
Iajor Davy, and did 
instruct 
Iajor PalIner to lnake a variety of Hew 
clain1s, one of a loan to the COlnpany of 600,000l. 
sterling, although he well knew the Nabob ,vas hÏ1n- 
self heavily in arrear to the C01l1pany, and ,vas utter- 
ly unable to discharge the san1e, as well as in arrear 
to his own troops, and to lnany individuals, and 
that he borrowed (when he could at all borrow) at 
an interest of near thirty per ceut. To this delnalld 
was added a new bribe, or unlawful present, to hÜn- 
self, to the anlount of 100,000l. sterling, ,vhich he 
did not refuse as unla\vful and of evil example, but 
as indelicate in the Nabob's present situation, - and 
did, as if the saIne ,vas his own property, presulne 
to dispose of it, and to desire the transfer of it, as of 
his own bounty, to the COlllpany, his masters. To 
this second delnand he, the said I-Iastings, added a 
third dell1and of 120,000l. sterling, for four addi- 
tional regÏ1nents on the Nabob's li::5t, after he had sol- 
emnly engaged to take off the ten with which it had 
been burdened: the ,vhole of the clailns through his 
private agent aforesaid Inakillg the sun1 of 820,OOOl. 
sterling. 
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XXXIII. That the delnands, claÏ1ns, &c., n1ade by 
the f'aiù Warren IIaf'tings upon thc govennl1ent of 
Gude in that year al110unted to the ellorlnOllS sum 
of 2/>30,000l, sterling; which joined to the arrears 
to troop
, and SOlne internal failures, alnounting to 
2.j.\000l. sterling l11ore, the ,vhole charge arose to 
2,783,000l. sterling, which \,.as considerably more 
than double the net produce of the X abob's revenuc, 
- the saIne ouly anlounting to 1,450,000l. "nomi- 
nal rc\"enue, never completely realized." 


XXXIV. That, towards providing for these ex- 
travagant deillallds, he, the said Warren Hastings, 
did direct and authorize another breach of the pub- 
lic faith given in the treaty of Chunar. For whereas, 
by the second article of the treaty aforesaid, it was 
left to the 
 abob's discretion whether or not he should 
reSllllle the landed estate:s, called jaghires, within his 
dOlninions, and notwithstanding the said Hastings, in 
defence of the said article, did declare that the Na- 
bob should be left to the exercise of his own author- 
ity and pleasure respecting theIn, yet he, the said 
Hastings, did authorize a violent compulsion to be 
used towards the said X abob for accoluplishing an 
universal confiscation of that species of landed prop- 
erty; and in so doing he did also compel the Nabob 
to break his faith with all the landholders of that 
description, not only in violating the assurance of his 
o\vn original grants, but his assurance recently given, 
when, being pressed by the Company, he, the Nabob, 
had n1ade a temporary seizure of the profits of the 
lands aforesaid, in the manner of a cOlnpulsory loan, 
for the repaynlent of \\Thich he gave his bonds and ob- 
ligations; and although he had at the same tÏ1ne sol- 
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cll1nly pledged his faith that he never would ng.lin 
resort to the like oppressive Inea
urc, yet he, the said 
'Varren Hastings, did cause hin1 to be cOlnpellcd to 
confiscate the e
taies of at least sixty-seven of the 
principal persons of his coun try, c01l1prehending there- 
in his o,vn nearest relations and the ancient friends 
and dependants of his falnily: the annual value of the 
said estates thus confiscated amounting to 435,000l. 
sterling, or thereabouts, upon an old valuation, but 
stated by the Resident, 
Iiddleton, as being fonnd to 
yield considerably 1110re. 


XXXV. That the violent and unjust Ineasure 
aforesaid, subversive of property, utterly destructive 
of several ancient and considerable falnilies, and Inost 
dishonorable to the llritish governlnent, did produce 
an uniyersal discontent and the greatest confusion 
throughout the whole country, - the said confiscated 
lands being on this occasion put to rack-rents, and the 
people grievously oppressed: and to prevent a possi- 
bility of redress, at least for a considerable tin1e, the 
said confiscated estates were Inortgaged (it appearing 
otherwise Ï1npracticable to Inake an approach towards 
satisfying the exor
itant delnands of the said Hast- 
ings) for a great stun to certain usurious bankers or 
nloney-dealers at Benares. 


XXX'T!. That, besides these enorn10US delnands, 
'which ,vere in part nlade for the support of several 
corps of troops under British officers ,vhich by the 
treaty of Chunar ought to have been relnoved, very 
large extra charges not belonging to the nlilitary list 
of the said Nabob, and several civil charges and pen- 
sions, were continued, and othQrs lle\vly put on since 
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the treaty of Chunar, nan1ely, an allowance to Sir 
Eyre Coote of 15,55-1: rupees per 1110Ut11, (being up- 
wards of 18,G6-1:l. sterling a year
) and an allowance 
to 'rrevor 'Yheler, E
quire, of 5,000 rupees per l110nth 
(or 6,000l. 
terling and upwards a year); and the 
whole of the settled charges, not of a 1uilitary na- 
ture, to El'itbh 
ubjects, did alllount to little less than 
140,000l. yearly, and, if other allo\vances not includ- 
ed in the estiluate were added, \vould greatly ex- 
ceed that Stun, Leside
 111uch lnore which 1uay just- 
ly be suspected to haye been paid, no part \vhereof 
had at that titne been brought forward to any public 
accoun t. 


XXX'VI!. That the c0111mander of one of these 
corps, of whose burden the said NalJob did cOlllplaill, 
was Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander IIannay, \vho did 
fann the re\.enues of certain districts called Earaitch 
and Goruckpore, which the said Hastings, in the ninth 
article of his in
tructions to )11'. Bristow, did estilllate 
at twenty-three lacs of rupees, or 230,000l., per an- 
nUlll: but under his, the said IIaunay's, Inanageluellt, 
the collections did very greatly decline; cOlllplaints 
'were Inade that the countries aforesaid were harassed 
and oppressed, and the salue did fall into confusion, 
and at last the inhabitants broke out into a general 
rebellion. 


XXX'
III. That the far greater part of the said 
heavy list was authorized or ordered by hinl, the said 
'Yarren I-Iastings, for the purpose of extending his 
O'Wll corrupt influence: for it cloth appear, that, at 
the tilHe when he did pretend, in conforlnity to the 
treaty of Chunar aforesaid, to ren10ye the COlupany's 
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servants, " civil and n1ilitary, froln the court and scr- 
vice of the Vizicr," he did assert that he thercby did 
" dinlÏllish lti
 own influence, as ,veIl as that of his col- 
leagues, by narrowing the linc of patronage"; which 
proves that the offices, pcnsions, and other eUlolu- 
1nents aforesaid, in Ouùe, ,vere of his patronagc, as 
his patronage coulù not be dill1inished by taking away 
the said officcs, &c., unless the sanIe had been sub- 
stantially of his gift. .Aud he did, at the tinlc of the 
pretended reforulation aforesaid, express both his 
know ledge of the cxistence of the said exccssive and 
abusive establislullcnts, and his sense of his duty in 
taking thenI a,vay: for in agreeing to the article in 
the treaty of Chunar for abolishing the said establish- 
ments, he did declare hÏ1nself" actuated solely by n10- 
tives of }ustice to the Nabob, and a regard to the 
honor of our national character"; and, according to 
his own reprcsentation", the said servants of the Com- 
pany, civil and lllilitary, " by their nl.unbers, their in- 
fluence, and the enonnou,s amount of their salaries, 
pensions, and e1110lUlnents, were an intolerable burden 
on the rcvenues and authority of the Vizicr, and ex- 
posed us to the envy and resent1nent of the 'lv/tOle COlln- 
try, by excluding the native servants and adherents 
of the Vizier fron1 the rewards of their services and 
a ttaclunen t. " 


XXXIX. That the revenue of the country being 
anticipated, 1110rtgaged, and dilapidateù, by the COUll- 
sel, concurrence, connivance, and influence, and often 
by the direct order of the said 'Varren Ilastings, 
the "Thole civil goverulnent, Inagistracy, and adluin- 
istration of justice gradually declined and at lcngth 
totally ceased through the whole of the vast provinces 
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which cOlnpose the territory of Oude, and no power 
was visible therein but that of the farlner:: of the rev- 
enue, attended by bodies of troops to enforce the col- 
lections; inSOll1Uch that robberies, assassinations, and 
acts of every description of outrage and violence were 
perpetrated" ith Î1npullity, - and even in the capital 
city of Lucknow, the seat of the sovereign power, 
there was no court of justice whatever to take cogni- 
zance of such offences. 


XL. That the said ",.. ar1'en Hastings, when he did 
interfere in the government of Oude, ,vas obliged by 
his duty to interfere for the good purposes of gove1'll- 
luent, and not Inerely for the purpose of extorting 
Inoney the1'efron1 and enriching his own dependants, 
- which latter IJurpose alone he did effect, in the 111an- 
ner before 111entioned, but 110t one of the former. For 
the said Hastings, having procured the extraordinary 
powers giyen by and to hÏ1nself by his delegation of 
the 3d of July, 1781, did declare the same to be for 
the purpose, 3lnong luany others, " of assisting the 
XaLob Vizier in forluing such regulations as n1ay be 
necessary for the peace and good order of his govern- 
Incnt and the ilnprovelncnt of his revenue." _
nd in 
consequence of the said powers, the said Warren 
Hastings did, in the treaty of Chunar, obtain an arti- 
cle fro111 the Xabob by which the said Sabob did proln- 
ise to attend to his ad, ice in the refol'lnation of his 
civil administration; and he did give certain instruc- 
tions to the Resident, )Iiddleton, to which he did 
require hÏ1n to yield the 'JJlOf5t implicit oLedience, and. 
did in one article thereof direct hin1 to urge the Xa- 
bob to endeavor gradually, if it could not be doae at 
once, to establish COUl'ts of ada1.c?ut [ju
ticc], and that 
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the darogalts chief crilninal 111agistratcs], rnolilavies 
[consulting or assistant la,vyers], and other officers, 
should be selected by the lllinisters, with his, the 
Resident's, concurrence; and afterwards, in his in- 
structions to the Resident TIristo\v, desiring hÏ1n to 
pursue the 
allle object, he declared his opinion, " that 
the want of such courts, and the extrenle licentious- 
ness occasioned thereby, is one of the Inost disreputa- 
ble defects in his IIighness the Nabob's govern111ent, 
and that, while they ùo not exist, every DUtn knows 
the hazard which he incurs in lending his inoney"; 
but he did give hin1, the said Resident, no positive 
instruction concerning the sarne, supposing tho estab- 
lisillnent of such courts a luatter of difficulty, and 
did therefore leave hÏ1n a latitude in his proceedings 
therein. 


XLI. That the said Resident Bristow did, how- 
ever, in couforlnity to the said instructions, at last 
given with such latitude, endeavor to prevDil on the 
said n1Ïnister gradually to introduce courts of justice 
for the cognizance of crillles, by beginning to establish 
a crÏ1ninal court under a uative judge, to judge accord- 
ing to the 
Iahomedan la,v in the city of LuckllO'V. 
Rut Hyder Beg IChân, a lninister of the said 'Yarren 
IIastings's non1Ïnation, and solely dependent upon 
hiln, did elude and obstruct, and in the cnd totally 
defeat, the establislullcnt of the same. 


XLII. That the obstruction aforesaid, and the evil 
consequences thereof, ,vere duly represented to the 
said Hastings; and though the said IIastings had 
n1ade it the fourth article of a crilninal charge against 
the Residen t 
Iiddleton, "that he did not report to 
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the Governor-General, or to the board, the progress 
,vhich he had nlade froln tilne to titne in his endeavors 
to con1ply with his'instructions, and that, if he Inet 
wi th 3 ny hnpedinlcn ts in the execution of then1, he 
had on1itted to state those Í1npedilnen ts, and to apply 
for fresh orders upon thcIn," yet he, the 
aid IIastings, 
did give no BlaBncr of support to the Residcnt Bris 
tow against the said Hyder Beg Khân, and did not 
even ans'wer several of his letters, the said Bristuw's 
letters, stating the said inlpedÏ1nents, or take any no- 
tice of his ren10nf'trances, but did at length revoke 
his o'wn instructions, declaring that he, the said Resi- 
dent, should not presl.une to act upon the sanle, and 
yet did not furnish hiln with allY others, upon ,vhich 
he nlight act, but did uphold the said Hyder Beg 
Khân in the obstruction by hin1 giycn to t!
e perf 01'111- 
ance of the first and fundanlental duty of all goveru- 
n1ent, -nalncly, the adn1Ïnistratioll of justice, and the 
protection of the lives and property of the subject 
. agaiust wrong and violence. 


XLIII. That the said Hastings did afterwards pro- 
ceed to the length of crin1Ïnating the Resident Bris- 
tow aforesaid for his endeavors to establish the said 
necessary court, as an invasion of the rights of the 
Kabob's gOyernlllent,-'whell, if the Kabob in his own 
proper person and character, and not the aforesaid 
Hyder Beg, (who was a creature of the said Hastings,) 
had opposed tbe reëstablishment of justice in the said 
country, it 'was the duty of the saidllastings to have 
prcsseù the saIne upon hItn by every exertion of his 
influence. .A_nd the said "
 arren Hastings, in his 
pretended attention to the Nabob's authority, ,,
hen 
excrcised by his, the said Hastings's, n1Ïnister, to 



122 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


prevent the estaLlishn1cnt of courts of justice for the 
protection of life and property, at thc salnc tÏ1ne that 
he did not hesitate, in the case of the confiscation of 
the jaghires, and the pruceedings against the Inother 
and grauchnother of the Nahob, totally to supersede 
bis authority, and to force his inclinations in acts 
which overturned all the la\vs of property, and otTered 
violence to all the sentilncnts of natural affection and 
duty, and accusing at the san1e tilHe his instrlunellts 
for not going to the utInost lengths in the execution 
of his said orders, is guilty of an high crilne and n1Ïs 
den1eanor. 


XLIV. That the said Hastings did highly aggravate 
his offence in discuuntenancing and discouraging the 
rcëstablislul1cnt of 111agistracy, law, and order, in the 
country of Oudc, inasll1uch as he did in the eighth 
article of his instructions to the Resident order hiln 
to excrcise powers 'which ought to have been cxercised 
by lawful 11lagistrates, and in a n1anller agreeable to · 
law. And in the f'aid article he did state the preva- 
lence of rebellion in the said country of Oude, - as 
if rebelliun could exist in a country in which there 
was no Inagistracy, and no protection for life or 
property, and ill \vhich the nativc authority had no 
force \vhatever, and in 'which he hÎ1nsclf states the 
exercise of British au thori ty to be an a1>sol u te usur- 
pation ; aud he did accordingly dircct a rigorous pros- 
ecution against the offonce of rebelliou under sueh 
circulllstallcos, but" with a fair and Ï1npartial iuqui- 
ry," "'hen he did not peru1it the cstablisilluent of 
those courts of justice and 111agistracy by 'whieh alune 
rebellion could Le prevented, or a fair and Ï1upartial 
inquiry relatiye to the saIne could be had; and par- 
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ticularly he did instruct the said Resident to obtain 
the Nabob"s order for eluploying sonle sure l11eans 
for apprehending certain zen1indars, aud particularly 
three, in the instruction nalued, whon1 he, the said 
IIastings, did canse to be apprehended upon what 
he calls good inforlnation, founded upon S0111e facts 
to which he asserts he has the testinlony of several 
'witne
ses, " that they had the destruction of Colonel 
IIallnay and the officers under his cOllunand as their 
i1l1Illediate object, and ultilnately the extirpation of 
the English influence and power throughout all the 
Naboh's dOlllinions," and that they did still per
evere 
in their rebellious conduct ,,
ithout deviation, " though 
the Nabob's, and not our goVerIllnent, was then the 
object of it"; and he did direct the said Resident, if 
it should appear, " on a fair and. regular inquh'y, that 
their conduct towards the 
abob had been such as it 
had been reported to be, to insist upon the X abob
s 
punishing theln with death, and to treat with the saIne 
rigor every zelnindar and every subject ,,,ho 
hall be 
the leader in a rebellion against his authority." 


XLV. That the crinle of the said Hastings, in his 
procedure aforesaid, was further highly aggravated 
by his having received inforrnation of several striking 
circulnstances ,vhich strongly indicated the necessity 
of a regular 11lagistracy and a legal judicature, frolll 
the total failure of justice, affecting not only the 
suhjects at large, hut even the reigning fainily itself, 
- as also of the causes why no legal 11lagbtraey could 
exi
t, and why the princes of the reigning f
unily were 
not only exposed to the attacks of assas:,ins, but even 
to a want of the protection ,yhich lllight be had frolll 
their servants and attendants, ,vho were driven frolH 
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their n1asters for want of that luailltenance which 
the princes, their luasters, could not procure even for 
thclnselves. And the circull1stances aforesaid 'were 
detailed to hiln, the said IIastings, by the Resident, 
TIristow, in a letter froln Lucknow, dated the 29th 
J all nary, 1784, to the Governor-General, the said 
'Yarren Hastings, and the Council of Bengal, in the 
tenus following. 
,.. The frequent robberies and Inurders perpetrated 
in his Excellency's, the Vizier's, don1Ïnions, have been 
too often the subject of IllY representations to your 
honorable board. Froln the total ,vant of police, 
hardly a day elapses but I am infonned of SOlne 
tragical event, whereof the bare recital is shocking to 
lnullanity. About two n10nths since, an attelnpt was 
llladc to assassinate Rajah Ticket Roy, the acting 
Ininister's confidential agent; but he happily escaped 
Ùnhurt. Nabob Bahadur, his IIighness's brother, has 
not been so fortunate, as ,viII appear from translations 
of two of his letters to 111e, No.1, ,vhich I have the 
honor to inclose for your inforulation. .Although IllY 
feelings are sensibly hurt and lUY conlpassion strong- 
ly excite<1 by tlte clisgracrful ancl 'lniserable state of pov- 
erty to z,llldclt Ids Excellency's brotlwrs are reclucecl, yet, 
situated as I aln, it is not in Iny po,ver to interfere 
,vith effect. 
Iy efforts on a fonner occasion failed 
of success, ancl my interposition now UJoulcl only excite 
the resentment of the minister towarcls the unhappy 
slffferers, in consequence of their application to me,fr01n 
'l(}7wnl ALONE, lwwever, thc!} hope for relief fro'm t7wir 
present clistress, ,vhich, their near connection with the 
'Tizier considered, is both shalneful and unprece
 
dented. That no regular courts of justice have been, 
established in this country is particularly pointed at 
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in 111Y instructions, as the 1110st disreputable defect in 
his Highne
s's gOyernll1ent; yet the 111Ïni
ter seems 
detern1Ïned on abolishing eyen the shadow of so neces- 
sary an institution. The office of Chief Justice, as 
held by JIoulavy 
Iorobine, was ever nugatory, but 
now it is sunk into the lowest conten1pt. The origi- 
nal establishment, inadequate as it was, is mouldering 
away, and the officers no,," attached to it are literally 
starving, as no part of their allowance has been paid 
for above six 1110n ths past. He hin1self has proposed 
to resign his appoilltlnent, being every way precluded 
from a possibility of exercising the duties of it." 


XL,TI. That it appears by the said letter, and the 
papers therewith transn1Íttcd, as ,,-ell as other docu- 
n1ents in the said correspondence, that, in consequence 
of the di
tress brought upon the Kabob's finances, cer- 
tain of the princes, his brethren, the children of Sujah 
ul Dowlah, the late sovereign of the country, were 
put upon pensions unsuitable to their birth and rank, 
and by the n1Ïslnanagen1ellt of the 111inister afore- 
said, (appointed by the said Warren Ha
tings,) for 
two years together no considerable part of the said 
inadequate pension '\
as paid; and not being able to 
n1aintain the attendants neces
ary for their protection 
in a city in which all 111agistracy and jUf'tice was abol- 
ished, they were not only liable to suffer the greatest 
extren1ities of penury, but their lives were exposed to 
the attclnpts of assas
ins: the condition of one of the 
said princes, called the X abob Bahad ur, being by hiIn- 
self strongly expressed in three letters to the said Res- 
ident Bristow, - the first dated the 28th of Decelnber, 
1783; the second, the 7th of January, 1784; and the 
third, the 15th of January, 1784, - ,vhich letters 
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were duly transn1Ïtted, in the dispatch of the 29th of 
the sanle 11lonth, to 'Van'en IIastillgs, Esquire, and are 
as follow. 


" Your own servant carried you the account of what 
he hiulsclf was an eye-witness to, after the affair of 
last night. These are the particulars. About nÜd- 
night lllY aunt received twelve wounds frOln a ruffian, 
of which 
he ùied. I also received six successive stabs, 
which alarlneù the people of the house, \vho set up a 
shouting: \vhereupon the assassin run off. Besides 
being witlwut food or the 1,wans (if provÙlin[j any, this 
luisfol'tune has befallen nlC. I am) desirous of s()nding 
tlte coffin to your door. It is your duty, both for the 
sake of God and of Christ, to execute justice, and to 
inquire what hal'ln I have done to the llllu'ùerer suf- 
ficient to deselTe assassination, or even injury. You 
now stand in tlte place oj his E.rcelleJl(,y the Vìzier. I re- 
quest you will do lue justice. 'Yhat nlore can I f:'ay? 
" P. 8. I anI also desirous to show you 11IY \vounds." 


.From the same, 29tl
 [7tlt ?JJanuary, 1784. 


" You have been duly informed of all the circuln 
stances relative both to tho lllurder of the iUllocent_ 
and of Iny being 'wounded, as ,veIl by Iny fonner let- 
tor, as by the lnessonger 'Vh0111 you sent to inquire 
into the state of IllY health; and I haye every reason 
to hope, froln your known kindness, that you 'will not 
be delicient in seeking out the assassin. I am at this 
1JlO1nent overwhelmed Ù
 'misfortune. 1Vlâlst the blood 
is flowing fr01n 'lllY 1VOU-J1ds, neitlw}. I nor 'my children 
nor 1ny servants have wherewitltal to procure subsistence .; 
nor have I it in my power either to purchase remedies 
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or to reward the physician: 't is for the sake of God 
alone t!tat he atteJld
 1Jze. Thus loaded with calal11ity 
upon calalnity, I aUI unable to support life; for I find 
no relief froln any affliction either day or night. Do 
you now stand in the place of l1lY father; grant 111e 
fresh life by speedy acts of beneyolence. 
" For these two last years his Excellency establi
he(l 
a pension for 111e of twenty thousand rupees; but I 
neyer receiyed the full ailloullt of. it, either last year 
or the year before. Bhould it, howeyer, be paid 111e, 
though inadequate to Iny de
ires, I 5hall still be en- 
abled to support lnyself. Froln the beginning of this 
year to the present tilHe I have not received a farthing, 
nor do I expect any; though, if you afford protection 
to the oppressed, alllny wishes will be acco11lplished. 
I was desirous of "yaitillg on you with Iny family, 
that you lnight be an eye-witness to their condition; 
but I was ad \yised not to stir out on account of Iny 
wounds. 'Yhat 1110re can I say? ' 


The folluwing Extracts are 1JzaLle fr01n tlte Third Letter 
fron/- tlte same Prince, duted January 15, 1784. 


" The particulars of the late and unforeseen misfor- 
tune .with which I ha\e been oyerwhehned arc not 
unknown unto you, - that the innocent blood of 111Y 
aunt, the prop and ruler of 1n!J family, was shed, and 
in the saIne 1uauner I, too, was "younded. Until now 
I feel the pain and affliction of my wounds; and no 
jJPrson hrlB regarded 1ny solicitations for redres
, sou[Jht 
after the assassin, and brou[Jltt hi1n to condign Pllnish- 
rnent, yourself excepted." - "In like manner as the 
Honorable Goyernor-General has adopted my brother 

aadut 
\.li Khâll for his son, and reliev.ed hinl fronl 
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the yexation, affiiction, and dependence of this place, 
,vonld it be ex.traordinary that you also should, in 
your bounty and fayor, COllSCllt to adopt me, who do 
not possess the necessaries of life, and pernlit l11e to 
attend you to whateyer part of the world you lllay 
travel, ,,-hereby I shall at all tin1es derive honor anll 
adyantage ? Fonllerly us three brothers, Saaclut Ali, 
J\Iirza Jungly, and I, tlie poor and oppressed, were, in 
the presence of our blessed father, ,vhose soul rests 
in heayen, treated alike. No\v the n1Ïnisters of this 
gO\.el'lllllent put nle upon a fouting with our younger 
brothers, who have lately left the zenallah, and \vhose 
expensos are slnall. On this scale, which is in every 
ref;pect insufficient for Iny llutÌntonancc, they pay the 
pitiful allowance only when it is their pleasure to do it. 

[y situation has for years past been increa
ing in 
\vretchedness to a degree that I ant in 'It'CUlt of daily 
bread, and Tny servants and anÍ1nals are dying of hunger. 
lJIy di,stres
es are so great that I have not been able to 
pap a daunt to the surgeons for the cure of nly 'lvounds ,,' 
and tltPY, too, are discouragpd from affording rne their 
assÚdrtnce or furnishing 1ne with 1nedicines. Ho\v, then, 
is it possible for 111e to exist? Considering you as Iny 
patron, participating in IllY afflictions, I have repre- 
sented the circun1stances concerning my situation; 
and I hope, froln your friendship, that you win honor 
ll1e \vith a favorable answer." 


XLVII. The Resident, Brif;tow, did also receive a 
strong applieatioll froln three others of the brethren of 
the reigning sovereign, called 1\Iirza Hyder Ali, 
Iirza 
Eunayut Ali, and l\Iirza Syef Ali, representing their 
:very pitiable case, in a letter of the 9th of 1\Iarch, 
1783, in which, an10ng other particulars, are contained 
the following. 
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"Our situation is not fit to be represented. FOT 
two years 'iDe have not received a hubba on account of 
our tuncaw [assigiunent on the revenue], though the 
Ininisters have annually charged a lac of rupees, and 
never paid us anything. After all, we are the sons 
of Bujah ul IJowlah! It is surprising, having such 
a friend as you, our situation is arrived at that pass 
that we should be in distress for dry bread and clothe.
. 
Whereas you have done n1allY generous acts, be 
pleased so to show' us your fa Yor, that by S0111e means 
we Iuay receive our allowances from the Con1pany's 
treasury, and not be obliged to depend upon and so- 
licit others for it." 


XL'TIll. That oue of the princes aforesaid, called 
the )Iirza J ungly, about the beginning of the year 
1783, was obliged to fly froln the dOininions of the 
Nabob of Oude, and to leave his country and con- 
nections; and as the Resident, Bristo,v, \\Titing from 
LuckllOW, hath observed, " he went to try his fortune 
at other courts, in preference to starving at hOIne, 
,vhich n1Ïght have been his fate, by all accounts, at 
this place." And the said prince sought for succor 
at the court of one of the neighboring 
Iahon1edall 
princes; but conceiving SOine disgust at the treatlnent 
he 1uet with there, he departed fron1 thence, and on 
the 8th of February, 1783, arrived at the l\Iahratta 
ean1p, while David Ånderson, Esquire, ,vas there in 
the character of )Iinister Plenipotentiary to the Com- 
pany, with a view, if his reception there should not 
prove answerable to his wishes, to pass on to the south- 
ward. And the said Anderson, probably considering 
this event as of very great ilnportance to the honor of 
the British government, as well as to its interest, on 
VOL. IX. 9 
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the one hand, by exhibiting the son and brother of a 
soyereign prince, froln \VhOln the COlnpany had re- 
ceived Inany Inillions of lnoney, a fugitiye froln his 
country, and a ,vanderer for bread through the courts 
of India, and, on the other, the consequences which 
Inight arise fron1 the 
Iahrattas having in their pos- 
sc
sion and under their influence a son of the late 
Nabob of Ouele, did without delay advise 'Varren 
IIastings, E
qllire, of the event aforesaid; and he did 
also w-rite to 
Ir. Bristo\v, the Resident at the court 
of the Nabob Vizier, several letters, of the 9th and 
20th of February, and of the 6th of l\[arch and 6th of 
April, 1783, in order that son1e steps should be taken 
for his return and establislllnent in his o,vn country. 
And the said 
'\.nderson did inforln the Resident, Bris- 
to\V, in his letter aforesaid, that, on the arrival of the 
fugitive prince, brother of the reigning sovereign of 
Oude, at the 
Iahratta canlp, he did cause his tent to 
be pitched close to that of 1\11'. Anderson; but finding 
this not agreeable to the l\Iahratta general, Silldia, 
he afterwards renloved: and that he showed a strong 
attachrnent to the English, and was inclined to throw 
hÏ1nself upon their generosity; that he \vas desirous 
of going to Calcutta, and declared, that, if he, the 
said Anderson, " ,vould give hiln the slnallest encour- 
agelnent, he ,vould quit all his followers, and COlne 
alone, and would take up his residence under his 
protection." And the said ....\.nderson did declare, that 
he thought it" would be policy, and much to the cred- 
it of our governlnent, that SOlne proyision should be 
made for l\Iirza J ungly in our territories." 


XLIX. That the said Bristow did represent the 
aforesaid CirCUlTIstances to Hyder Beg Khân, minister 
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to the X abob of Ouele, declaring it his opinion, " that 
his Highness's brother's thus taking refuge with a 
foreign prince is a reflection upon the 'Tizier, and it 
would be advisable that an allowance should be granted 
to hiIn upon the footing of his brothers, that he n1ight 
ren1ain in the presence." But the Kabob was indu 
ed 
to refuse to his brother any offer of any allowance 
bc
"ond the two hundred pounds per month, allowed, 
but not paid, to his other brothers, - and 'which the 
said prince did observe to )11'. Ånder
on, " that it was 
not only inadequate to his expenses, but infinitely 
le
s" (as the truth was) " than 'what his Excellency 
has settled on n1any persons of inferior rank, who 
have not so good a claim to his support; and that it 
would not be sufficient to enable him to lh"e at Luck- 
now, where all his friends and relations were, and so 
many of his inferiors lived in a state of affluence." 
In case, therefore, it could not be increased, he re- 
quested leave to live in the Con1pany's provinces, or 
at Calcutta; for that in any of these situations" he 
could with less difficulty regulate his expenses." Ánd 
he did declare, that, if his request was granted to him, 
he would itnn1ediately quit all his prospects with Sin- 
dia. To these propositions he receh"ed a very discour- 
aging answer from his brother's minister, containing 
a positiye and final refusal of any increase of allowance, 
obtaining only the Xabob's pennission to retire into 
the Company's proyinces. But )11". ..A_nderson did 
not think hin1self authorized to take any steps for the 
prince's retreat into the said province without Sindia's 
concurrence, who, he observed, would use every art 
to detain hin1, and accordingly did offer him the com. 
nand of a battalion of infantry to be paid directly 
'rom his own treasury, and six thousand pounds ster- 
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ling a year for keeping up a corps of horse, and to 
settle upon hitn a landed estate of four thousand 
pounds a year as a provision for his wife and children: 
which honoralJle OffCl'f05 it appears he did accept, and 
did and doth renlain in the :àIahratta service. 


L. That, during the ,vhole course of this trans- 
action, the said 'Yarren IIastings was duly adyised 
thereof, first by a very early letter fron1 the said An- 
derson, and afterwards by the Re
ident, Bristow, who, 
on the 23d of April, 1783, tl'ansn1Ïtted to hitn his whole 
correspondence with 
Ir. A,llderson. But 'what an- 
swer or instructions the said 'Varren IIastings did 
give to 
Ir. .A.Jlderson does not appear, he not having 
recorded anything upon that subject; but it appears 
that to the Resident, Bristow, who required to be in- 
fonned whether the reception of the fugitive prince 
aforesaid ill the COll1pallY's provinces would Ineet his 
approbation, he gave no answer ,vhatsoeyer: by which 
crÎ1ninal neglect, or worse, with regarù to a brother 
of an ally of the COll1pallY, ,vho showed a strong at- 
taclunent and preference to the EngHsh nation, and 
by suffering hiIn, without any known effort to pi
event 
it, to attach hinlself to the cause and fortunes of the 
}fahrattas, ,vho, he, the said IIastings, well knew, did 
keep up claÎ1ns npon several parts of the dominions 
of Oude, and had with difficulty been persuaded to 
include the X abob in the treaty of peace, he, having 
suffered hinl first to languish at hon1e in poverty, and 
then to fly abroad for subsistence, and afterwards tak- 
ing no step and countenancing no negotiations for his 
return fron1 his dangerous place of refuge, at the 
san1e tilHe that several of his, the said Hastings's, 
creatures had each of them allowances much 11101'6 


. 
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considerable than would have sufficcd fur the satisfac- 
tion and COlufort of hhn, the said fugitiyo prince, was 
guil ty of a high crime and n1Ïsden1canor. 


LI. That the indigent condition before related of 
the other brothers of the Kabob '\a
 also duly trans- 
luitted to the said "1" arren Hastings; but he did nov- 
el' order or direct any 
teps ,,"hatsoe,.er to be taken 
towards the relief of the fan1ily of a reigning prince, 
who were daily in danger of perishing by famine 
through the effect of his Ineasures, and those of a per- 
son whom he supported in power against the will and 
inclinations of the said prince and his fa n1ÎI y . 


LII. That the foregoing instances of the penury, 
distress, disper
ion, and exile of the reigning fan1Ïly, 
as "ell as the general disorder in all the affairs of 
Oude, did strongly enforce the necessity of a proper 
use of the British influence (the only real go'.ernlne
lt 
then existing) in the pro\ince afore
aid for a regula- 
tion of the econoll1Y of the 'Tizier's court, as well as 
for the proper administration of the public concerns, 
ciyil and military, which were in the greatest disorder; 
and the said 'V arren Ha
tings was under obligation 
to pro\ide for the sall1e, an.d did hin1self understand 
it to be his duty so to do, and that he was therein 
warranted by the spirit of the treaty of Chunar, as 
,veIl as br other ullh-ersal po".ers of control. aHd 
even of supersession, supposed hy hill1 to exist in the 
relation between the Bl'iti
h go,-ernlllent and that of 
Oude; and accordingly he did, in his instructions to 
the Resident )liddleton, to \,hich he required his 
mo
t ÎIllplicit obedience, direct him to fin interference 
in and control upon all the affairs concerning the rev- 
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ennes, the military arrangeillents, and all the other 
branches of the Kabob's goVerlllnent. 


LIT!. That, upon his recall of the said 
Iiddleton, 
he, in his instructions to the Resident Bristo,v, dated 
23d of October, 1.781 [1782?], did at large set forth 
the situation of the court and governl11ent of Oude, 
the situation and character of the Kabob, of the acting 
minister, and of the British Resident at that court, aud 
did plaiuly, distinctly, and ,vithout reserve, dc
cribe 
the extent of the authority to be exercised by the last 
of these persons, as ,yell as the unqualified conlpliance 
to be expected froln the two forn1er. And he did ac- 
cordingly declare, that, "from tlte nature of our connec- 
t'ion with tlte [/OVern1nent of Oude, and frolD the Nabob's 
incapacity, a necessity twill forever exist, while we have 
the claÏln of a subsidy upon the resources of his coun- 
try, of exercising an influence, and frequently substi- 
tt
tillg it ENT1REL Y in the place of an avowed and 
constitutional autltority, in tlte administration of Ids 
[the ..LYàbob' s] ffovernment "; and he did fnrther in the 
said. instructions, nal11ely, in instruction the fourth, 
direct the said Residen t in the ,vords following: "I 
lllust have recourse to you for the introduction of 
a new system in that go.verIllnent; nor can I omit, 
,vhilst I express my reliance 011 you for that purpose, 
to repeat the 
entÏ111ents which I expres
ed in the ver- 
bal instructions ,vhich I gave you at your departure, 
tltat tltere can be no mediuln in the '}'Ûation between the 
Resident and the '}ninister, but eitlier tlw Reðident n1'ltst 
be tlte sla
'e and vassal of tlte 'JninÙ
ter, or tlte 'Jïzlnister 
at tlte absolute disposal of the Re8ident." And he, the 
said Flastings, did state, 
ll the saIne article of the in- 
structions aforesaid, that, though the conduct of the 
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said Hyder Beg Khân had been highly reprehensible, 
and that he was luuch displeased thereat, he ,vould 
prefer hin1 to any other, on account of his ability and 
knowledge of bu
iness, with the following proviso,- 
" If he 'would subn1Ït to hold his office on such condi- 
tions as I require. He exists by his dependence on 
the influence of our goVel'lllUent. It ll1ust be aù,is- 
able to try hin1 Ly the luode of conciliation; at the 
same tilne that in your final cúnversation 'lvitl
 him it 
,vill be neces
ary to declare to hinI, in tIle plainest 
terms, the footing and condition on which he shall be 
pernâtted to retain his place, with the alternative of 
a dislnission, and a scrutiny into his conduct, if he 
refuses it. In the first place, I will not receive from 
the X abob, as his, letters dictated by the spirit of op- 
position,. but shall consider every such attenIpt a.r;; an 
insult on our governrnent. In the second place, I shall 
expect that nothing is done in his official character 
but with your knowledge and participation." 


LIV. That the said IIastings having described, in 
the Inanner aforesaid, the relative situation of the Res- 
ident and the minister, he did state also the relative 
situation of the said 111illister and his ll1aster, the :K a- 
bob, declaring, "that the nlÏllister did hold 'wit/wut 
control the un participated and entire adn1Ïnistration, 
with all the powers annexed to that governlllent,- 
tlte ..L.\llbob being, as he ever '}nllst be in the han([:s of some 
person, a mere cipher in his" (the 111inister's). And 
having thus stated the subordination of the luillister 
to the Resident, and the subordination of the K ahob 
to the n1illister, he did naturally declare, "that the 
first share of the responsibility would rest upon the 
said Resident." And he did further decla're, "that 
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the other conditions did follow distinctly in their 
places, because he did consider the Resident as respon- 
sible for them." 


LV. That, for the direction of the Resident in the 
exercise of so critical a trust, wherein all the true and 
substantial powers of goyernmellt ,vere in an invert- 
ed relation and proportion to the official and ostensible 
authorities, and in ,vhich the saJd Hastings did sup- 
pose the necessity constantly existing for exercising 
an influence, and freq uendy for substituting entirely 
the British authority "in the place of the avowed 
and constitutional governnlent," he, the said IIastillgs, 
did properly leaye to the Resident a discretionary 
po\ver for his deviation froll1 any part of his instruc- 
tions, - interposing a caution for his security and 
direction, that, as luuch as he could, he would leave 
the subject free for his, the said Hastings's, correction 
of it, and would instantly illfornl bin1 or the board, 
according to the degree of its importance, with his 
reasons for it. 


L VI. That, besides the institution of the courts of 
justice, as before recited, four other principal objects 
in the refol'lnation of the affairs of Oude ,vere express- 
ly recomn1ended to the Residents 
Iiddleton and 
Bristow, and 111Uf't be under
tood to be the couditions 
upon which the said IIastings Inust have ll1eant to have 
it understood that the acting 111inister of Oude was to 
hold his elnploYlnent: narllely, the lill1Ïtation of the 
Nabob's personal expcnses; the reduction of the Na- 
bob's troops in llulnher, and the change in arrange- 
ll1ent; the appointnlcnt of proper collectors for the 
revenucs"; and the appoinÌlllcnt of propcr offìccrs for 
all parts of the executive adll1inÏf-tration. 
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LVII. That the first object, namely, that of the 
lin1Ïtation of the Nabob's personal expenses, and sep- 
arating them fron1 the public establislunents, he, the 
said IIastings, did state as the first and fundalnental 
part of his regulation, and that upon which all the 
others would depend, - and did declare, "that, in 
order to prevent the ,Tizier's alliance fro111 being a 
clog instead of an aid to the COlnpany, tlte nlOst.e
sen- 
tial part is to limit and separate his personal ùisburse- 
men ts froin the public accounts: they 'J1lust not exceed 
what he has recei yed in any of the last three years." 
And as to the public treasury and disburselnellts, he, 
tl
e said Hastings, did, in the said instructions, wholly 
'withdraw then1 froln the personallnanagelnellt or inter- 
ference of the X abob, and did expressly order and di- 
rect " that ther should be under the 
ole n1anagen1en t 
of the n1inisters, with the Resident's concurrence." 
And on the appoillÍlllent of the Resident Bristow, in 
October, 1782, he, the said Hastings, did order and 
direct hin1 in e"Very point of the instructions to )liddle- 
ton not revoked or qualified by his then instructions, 
to ,vhich he did require his, the said Resident Bris- 
to,v's, " most attentiye and literal obedience." 


LVIII. That the said Resident Bristo,v diù, in 
conseq nence of the renewal to hin1 of the 
aid in- 
structions as aforesaid, endeavor to lirnit and put in 
order the Xabob's expenses; but he was in that par- 
ticular traversed and counteracted, and in the end 
wholly defeated, by the minister, Hyder Beg Khân. 

.\.nd though the obstructions afore
aid, agreeably to 
the instructions gi,en to )[iddleton, and to hÜn, the 
said Bristow, were represented to the said 'Var1'en 
I-Iastings by t.he Resident aforesaid, yet the 
aid 'Var.. 
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ren Hastings did give no kind of support to the said 
Resident, or take any steps towards enabling hÎ1n, the 
said Resident, to effectuate the said necessary lirnita- 
tiOll and distribution of expenses, by hÎ111sclf, the said 
flastings, ordered and prescribed; nor, if he disap- 
proved the proceedings of the said Resident, did he 
give hin1 any instruction for the forbearance of the 
saIne, or for the exerting his duty in any other tHode; 
nor did he call for any illustration from hin1 of any- 
thing doubtful in his correspondence, nor state to 
hÏ1n any cOlnplaint Inade privately of hÜ; conduct, in 
order to receive thereon an explanation; but he did 
leave hin1 to pursue at his discretion the extensive 
powers before described, to effect the reforlnation 
,vhich he ,vas directed to acco1l1plish, under the re- 
sponsibility denounced to hiIn as aforesaid, if he 
should fail therein, as he was supposed to be substan- 
tially invested ,vith all the powers of governn1ent. 


LIX. That, instead of the said support or instruc- 
tion, he, the said Hastings, did countenance, or 1110re 
probably cause or direct, a representation to be l11ade 
to hhn by the acting Ininister of the Nabob of Gude, 
cOIl1plainiug grievously of the proceedings of the Res- 
ident aforesaid., as usurpations on the 
abob's author- 
ity and indignities 011 his person. 
\.nd although he, 
the said IIastings, did instruet the Resident, Dristow, 
to infonn the said IIyùer Beg Khân that he woulù not 
recei\ye from the Nabob, as ltis, letters directed by the 
spirit of oppo
ition, but should consider every buch 
attempt as his, the Iuinif05ter's, as an insult on our 
goverlUl1ent, yet he did receive as !tis the Nabob's 
o,vn letters, and as wTitten frol11 the impressions on 
his o,nl mind, and as the suggestions of his own judg.. 
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ment, letters to the saIne effect as those written by 
the n1inister, although he had declared upon record 
that the said "Nabob ,vas a Inere cipher in his, the 
said 111illif'ter's, hands," and "that he had dared to 
use both the X ahob's Jlalne, and even his seal, affixed 
to letters either directed to the Nabob or written as 
from hÏ1n without his kno,vledge," and although he 
did a
sert or record as aforesaid, that, in a letter 
which he had lately received froIl1 the Nabob, the 
minister had the presulnption to Inake the Nabob de- 
clare that which ,vas true to be false, and that "his 
making use of the 
 abob in such a luanneI' did show 
how thin the veil was by which he covered Ids ou-'n 
acts, and that such artifices would only tend to Inake 
then1 the more crin1Ïnal frOIl1 the falsehood and du- 
plicity with u'ltich tltey 'It'ere associated." 


LX. That the said Hastings did act upon the let- 
ters pretended to be written by the Nabob, as well as 
on those actually written by the 111illister, without pre- 
viou
lr cOl1llnunicating the 111atter of the said COln- 
plaint to the said Resident, and did give credit to the 
saIne, and conling, as aforesaid, froBI a person by hirn- 
self, the said Hastings, charged with artifice, false- 
hood, and duplicity, and with abusing to his o\vn evil 
purposes the nanIe and seal of his Inaster ,vithout his 
knowledge, and without any previous inquiry into the 
facts and circuillstances; and did thereon ground an 
accusation against the said Resident, Bristow, before 
the board at Calcutta, in ,vhich he did represent the 
conduct of the said Bristow, in attempting to Ihl1it 
the household expenses of the :x abob, as an indignity 
"which no man living, however Inean his rank in life, 
or dependent his condition in it, would pennit to br 
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exercised by an}! other, but with the want or forfeiture 
of every manly principle." i\,nd he did further ac- 
cuse the said Bristow for that, in his procecdings in 
the regulation of the Nabob's household, " he should 
recrive to hhnself, or 
Ir. Cowper for hil11, or a treas- 
urer for both, (for the arrangelllent has never been 
well defined,) the Inoney assigned for the support of 
the Nabob's household, - issue it as he pleased, not to 
the Nabob, but to the lllenial officers of his household, 
---.,;.. dispose of his superfluous horses, and other cattle, 
- deterluine how luany elephants were necessary to 
the state of the 'Tizier of the Elnpire, the nUlnber of 
domestics for his attendance, and pry into the kitchen 
for the purpose of ascertaining the qnantity of victuals 
which ought to be dressed in it,-control the accounts 
of these dishurscInellÍs, - and appropriate to his own 
use (for that the consequence was inevitable, if he 
chose it) the residue produced by those economical 
retrencillnen ts." 


LXI. That the said charge is malicious and insidi- 
ous; because the attelnpt to introduce proper officers 
for the 11ltlnagell1Cnt of household expenses so consid- 
erable that the said IIastings has stated the allotment 
for the saIne at three hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling yearly, and that other accounts have carried it 
to four hU
ldred thousand pounds sterling and up- 
wards, and to keep proper and regular accounts there- 
of, was a necessary rcgulation, and agreeable to the 
dignity of the Nabob, and by no lllcans 3. degradation 
either of his person or authority, which was specially 
provided for in the regulations, as uo expense could 
be incurred but by his own personal warrant under 
his sign Inanual; nor doth there appear therein auy- 
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thing but what is of absolute necessity to prevent em- 
bezzlement to his prejudice. And the said Hastings 
hath declared, in the fifth article of the in,;tructions 
to the said Rc
ident, that no administration can be 
properly conducted without regular offices; and that 
in the whole province of Oude "there was not one, 
the lI'/wle being engrossed by the n1Ïnister": of which 
minister, in the fourteenth article, he declares his 
suspicion that the X abob did not receive the whole 
and punctual paYIuent of the sum assigned for the 
purpose of the household, but that SOine part had 
been by him withheld from the Kabob; and that, 
froin private infol'lnation he had lately received, he 
had reason to believe that this was actually the case. 
And the said Hastings ,veIl knew that the Kabob's 
household had been ill conducted, that the allowances 
of his servants had not been paid, that his distress 
was scandalous, and that his nearest relations were in 
a falnishing condition; and the baid Hastings did also 
well know that the household of the Kabob was pro- 
vided for or neglected, not at his 0',"'11 discretion, but 
at that of the said IIyder Beg Khân; and he did, in 
the fourteenth article aforesaid, instruct the Resident, 
Bristow, to show every ostensible and external Inark 
of respect to the Kabob, in order to induce hill1 to 
becollle himself the lllover of every act necessary for 
the adval1cing of his own interests and the disclw,rge 
of his debts to the COlupan}", - declaring, " that they 
never could be effected while the minister retained 
that ascendency over hitn 'which he at present holds 
by the nleans of a nearer and Inore private inter- 
course, and by affecting to be the mediator of his 
rights against the claims of our goVerlllnent." And 
the said Hastings did further well know that thero 
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"T:lS no way of a
certaining- the paYl11cnt of the assign- 
l11ents for the X ahob's household, either for the gen- 
eral purposes of their destination or to the particular 
ohjects to ,vhich they ouglit to be applied, 'without 
regular offices of receipt and of account, which nlight 
prevent the said 111inister, IIyder Deg I
hâ11, or the 
British He
iclünt, or any other, froln elnbezzling or 
Inif'flpplying the saIne. Rut the total ,vant of offices 
aforesaid in every deparh11ent of goVerIllnent did fur- 
nish occasion of concealing all. frauds, clandestine 
presents, or pensions to a Governor-General, Com.. 
Inander-in-Chief, or other servant of the COl11pany. 


LXII. That the said 'Varren IIastings, who did pre- 
tend so deep a concern for the indignities supposed 
tu be suffered by the Nabob l11e1'ely in the lÜnitation 
and regulation of unnecessary expenses relative to his 
kitchen, d0111estics, &c., did show 110 attention or com- 
passion to the said Nabob, when, in the year 1779, 
the said Na1)ob represented, that the pensions of his 
old servants for thirty years, the expenses of his falnily 
and kitchen, together with the jaghires of his grand- 
1110ther, l11other, and aunts, and of his brothers and 
dependants, given for their support, were 110t regulat- 
ed, but stopped. 


LXIII. That the other articles of regulation, na111e., 
ly, the reform of the troops in nUl11ber and in arrange- 
ll1ent, the appointlnent of proper collectors for the 
revenues, and the general constitution of offices for 
the executive adluinistration, were in like manner 
totally defeated l)y the said IIyder Beg TChân. And 
the said Hastings did receive a charge from him, and 
did adopt it as his own, representing the endeavors 
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of the Resident to act in the regulations aforesaid 
agreeably to the spirit of his instructions, and in con- 
fidenco of the powers vested in and tl!e responsibiJity 
in11)0
ed upon hil11, the said Re
ident, as usurpations 
of the authority and prerogative of the Xabob ; and he, 
the said IIastings, did lua1\:e crin1Ïnal charges thereon 
against the said Resident, Bristo"r, of which charges 
the Council Board did, on hearing the sal11e, and the 
defence of the said Bristow, fully acquit hiI11. 


LXIV. That the saiù Hastings, by abetting Hyder 
Beg I{hân, a person described by hiln as aforesaiù, in 
his opposition to all the plans of neces
ary reforn1ation 
prop'osed by the said IIastings hilnself, ai1d having 
suggested no other whatever in lieu thereof, to answer 
the purposes for which he had stipulated in the treaty' 
of Chunar the interference of the Resident in every 
branch of the Nabob
s goverlllnent, did thereby frus- 
trate everyone of the good ends proposed by hin1 in 
the said treaty of Chunar, and did grossly abuse his 
trust in giving the exorbitant powers before recited, 
and asserting then1 to exist in the British Resident, 
without suffering thel11 even in appearance to answer 
any of the proper and justifiable ends for 'which any 
power or influence can or ought to exist in any gov- 
ernlnent. 


LXV. That there is just ground to violently pre- 
sun1e that not only the letters in the nan1e of the 
Nabob aforesaid were dictated to hin1 by his Ininister, 
IIyder Beg Khân, in \vhose hands the said Hastings 
has described his l11aster to be "a mere cipher." &c., 
but which Hyder Beg was the known instrunlent of 
the said IIastings, but that the conduct and letters of 
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cOluplaint of the said Hyder Deg ,vere in effect and 
substance prescribed and dictated to hi1n by the said 
'Va1'1'en Hastings, or his secret agent, PalIner, by his 
direction: because it is notorious that the powers of 
the said IIyder Beg ,vere solely supported by hiln, 
the said II astings, ,vho, according to the state of fa- 
vor or displeasure in 'which he stood, hath frcquently 
prol11ised hin1 support or threatened hÜn with dis1nis- 
'.3ion and punishn1ent, and therefore it is not to be 
thought that he would take so Inaterial a step as to 
oppose the Cornpany's Resident, acting under the in- 
structions of the Governor-General and Council, and to 
accuse hin1 with so much confidence, and in a l11anner 
so different fro1l1 the usual style of supplication on 
all other occasions en1 ployed by that CO
ll't, if he had 
.not been previously ,veIl assured that his writing in 
tbat 1nanner would be pleasing to the person upon 
whon1 he solely depended for his power, his fortune, 
and perhaps for his life; - secondly, because, when it 
suited the purposes of the said Hastings on a for1ner 
occasion, that is, in the year 1784 [1781 ?], to ren10ve 
the Resident Bristo,v aforesaid fron1 his office, a letter 
frolH the X aùob was laid before the Council Board at 
Calcutta, proposing, that, in order to prevent the effects 
of the said Bristow's application to Europe for redress, 
the said IIastings should send hi111 drafts of letters 
,vhich he, the said N ahoh, ,vonld write jn his ownnalne 
and character to the l{ing, to his 
Iajesty's ministers, 
and to the Court of Directors, expressing himself, in 
the letter aforesaid, in the words following, viz., " To 
prevent his [ Bristow's] applying to Europe, send me, 
if you think proper, the drafts of letters which I 111ay 
write to the King, the Vizier, and the chiefs of the 
Con1pany" ;-thirdly, that, though the said Hastings, 
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and his sccret agent, Pahner
 did pretend and posi- 
tively a

ert that they had no share in the letters 
aforesaid frOll1 the X ahob and hi
 n1illister, there was 
an original note to the Xabob's letters of accusation, 
referring to cli
tinct partf' and specified n ulubers of 
the agent Pahner's secret correspondence ,vith the 

aid 'V arren IIa
ting
. and the said letter, with the 
said reference, was, through inadvertence, laid before 
the board. 


LX\
I. That the said Warren Hastings, havIng 
thrown the governn1ent of auele into great confusion 
and disÌl'es
, and thereby prevented the discharge of 
the debt, or pretended deLt, to the Con1pany, did, by 
all the 
aid intrigues, n1achinations, and charges, aim 
at the filling the said office of Resident at aude with 
his own dependants or hy hin1self personally; as it 
appears that he did first propose to place in the said 
office his secret agent, PaItncr, and that afterwards, 
\vhen he was not able to succeed therein, he did 
propose nOluinally to abolish the said office, but in 
effect to fill it by hilnself, - proposing tu the Council 
and rendering hiln
elf re
ponsible ( but not in fortune) 
for the payn1ent of the COlnpany's debt within. a cer- 
tain gi,yell tÏ1ne, if he ,vere pcnnitted and COIlUllis- 
sioned by the Council to aet for the board in that 
pro\'ince, and did illfonn thOl11 that he was privatcly 
\\yell assured that in a fe,v days he should recei\yu an 
illvitatioll to that effect; and he did state, (as in the 
year 1781 he had stated as a reason for his forIller 
delegation.) ,. that the state of the country was so 
di
ol'dercd in its revenue and adn1Ïnistl'ation, and the 
credit and influence of the Kabob hilnself so Inuch 
shook by the late usurpation of his authority, and the 
YOL IX. 10 
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contests which attcnded it, as to require the accesblol1 
of an extrancous aid to ref'tore the powers and to 
reanÎ1nate the constitutioll of hi!' goverlllncnt,"- 
although he, the 
aid IIastings, did for a long tilHe 
beforc a ttrihu tp the weakncss of his gOYCrnlnent to 
all extrancous interference. And the said Council, 
011 his cngagClllcnt afore!'aid. did consent thereto; 
alld he llill accordillgly reccive a conll11ission, ena- 
I,lillg' hilu to act in the affairs of Oude, not ouly as 
the I
e
idellt n1Íght haye done, but as largely as 
the Council-General might legally dclegate their own 
powers. 


LXVII. That the said Warren II astings, in ac- 
cepting the said c0111n1ission, did suLjcct his character 
and the reputation of his office to great imputations 
and suspicions, by taking upon hilllscif an inferior 
office, out of which anothcr had upon his intrigues 
been ren10vcd by a perpetnal obstruction which ren- 
dered it Î1npo
siiJle for hinl to pCrfOl'lll his duty or to 
obey his iustructions; and he did iucrease the said 
groundcd suspicions by exercising that office in a gov- 
ern111Cn t froln ,vhcnce it was notorious he had hin1- 
self rcceivcd an unlawful gift and present froln the 
ministcrs, and in ,vhich he had notoriously suffered 
many, and had hiluself actually directed SOIne, acts 
of peculation, hy granting various pensions and clnol- 
luuents, to the prejudicc of the revcnue of a distressed 
cOHntry, which h
 was not authorizcd to grant. 


LX"\TIIL That thc 
aid 'Van'cll I-Iastings did pro- 
ceed unto the said pl'OVillCC of Oude under color of 
providing' a reITlcdy for the ùi
C)nlcl's dcscribed to be 
existing in thc s
une, and for thc recovery of the 


,. 
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Company's pretended debt. ...lnd the said "7' arren 
Hastings, ,vho had thought fit to recall the Con1pany's 
Resident. appointed to that office by the Court of Di- 
rectors, and to suspend his office, did, notwithstand- 
ing, of his own choice and selection, and on his own 
nlcre authority, take "Tith hiln in his progress a large 
retinue, "and a nUl11erOUS society of English gentle- 
ll1cn to C0111pOSe his falnily," which he represents as 
neces
al'Y, although, in a letter from that very place 
to which he took that very nun1erous society, he 
inforn1s the Court of Directors" that his own con- 
scquence and that of the nation he represents are 
independcnt of show." And after his arrival there, 
he, the said "7' arren Hastings, did write frorn Luck- 
now, the capital of that province, a letter, datcd the 
30th of April, 1784, to the Court of Directors, in 
which are several particulars to the following pur- 
port or tcnor, and which he points out to the Direc- 
tors" to be circlunstances of no trivial infonnation," 
naluely, -" that he had found that the lands in that 
province, as ,veIl as in 80n1e parts n10re Ï1uI11ediately 
under the C0l11pany, have suffered in a grievous n1aÏl- 
ner, bcing c0111pletely exhausted of their natural 
1110isture by the total failure of one entire season of 
the periodical rains," 'with a few exceptions, which 
,vere produced only" by the UnCOml110n labor of the 
husbandl11all." 
\.nd in a lettcr to Edward "Theler, 
Esquire, a 111clnber of the Council-Gencral, frOll1 Be- 
nares, the 20th of Scptcl11her, 1784, he says, that 
" tlte 
public 'revenues had declined with the failure of the 
cnlti,?ation in three sllccessive years:J' and all the stores 
?f grain which the providence of the husbandlnen, (as 
he ,vas infol'lned is their cusloJJl,) in defiance of 
the vigilance of the atuuils [ collectors], clandestinely 
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reserved fm. their Oll'n U8e, were of course exhausted, 
in which state no person would accept of the charge 
of the collections on a positive engagen1ent; nor did 
the r
ill fall till the 10th of July." And in another 
letter, dated froln Benares, the 1st of October fol- 
10,Ying, he repeats the saIue accounts, and that the 
" country could not Lear further additions of expense: 
that it had no inlets of trade to supply the issues that 
were lnade fron1 it" (the exceptions stated there be- 
ing inconsiderable); "therefore eve1'"y rupee which is 
drawn into your treasury [the Con1pany's] frolu its 
circulation will accelerate the period at ,vhich its 
ability Inust cease to pay even the stipulated subsidy." 
Notwithstanding this state of the country, of which 
he ,vas ,vell apprised before he left Calcutta, and the 
poverty and distrcss of the prince having been fre- 
quently, hut in vain, represented to hin1, in order to in- 
duce hiln to forbear his opprcssiye exactions, he did, 
in order to furnish the Council with a color for per- 
mitting hÏ1n to recall the Con1pany's Resident, and to 
exercise the whole powers of the Company in his own 
person, ,vithout any check whatsoeyer, or witness of 
his proceedings, except the porsons of his own pri- 
vate choice, Inake the cxpress and positive engagement 
aforesaid, which, if understood of a real and substan- 
tial discharge of debt for the relief of the total of the 
COll1pany's finances, was grossly fallacious: because 
at the very tÏ1ne he n1\lst haye been perfectly sensible, 
that, in thc thcn state of the revenues and country of 
Onde, (which are in cffect the C0111pallY's l'e"Cllues 
and the C01l1pany's COllntry,) the debt or prctended 
debt aforesaiù, asserted to bo about five hUHdred thou- 
sand pounds, or thcreabouts, could not be paid 'witlí- 
out contracting anothcr dcbt at an usurious interest, 
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without encroaching on the nece
sary establishments 
or on private property or on the pay of the arlny, or 
'without grievous oppression of the country, or all 
these together. .A,nd it doth appear that one hundred 
thou
and pounds towards the said paYlnent of debts 
'was borrowed at Calcutta by the 
abob's agent there, 
but at what interest is not known; it appears also 
that other SUlns "ere borro,ved for arrear of the 
intere
t, on which forty thousand pounds sterling ap- 
pears in the COlnpany's clainls for the current year, 
and that yarious dednetions were nlade froln the jag- 
hires restored to the Begunls, as well as other parts 
of the Nabob's Hunily; :Jnd it did and doth a.ppear 
that an arrear is still due to the old and new bri- 
gade, - but whether the saIne be growing or not 
doth not appear: yet he hath not hesitated to assert 
that he had 
.. provided for the c01nplete discharge, in 
one year, of a debt contracted by tlte aCClllnulation of 
"nany, and fronl a country whose resources have been 
wasted and dissipated by three successive years of 
jrought and one of anarchy." But the said Hastings 
nC\Ter did e'
en realize the payrnents to be nlade in 
the first rear, (as he confesses in the said letter,) 
except by an anticipation of the second; and though 
he states in his letter aforesaid the following facts 
and engagenlents, that is to say, " that a recovery o.f 
so la'rge a part of your property [the COlnpany'sJ will 
afford a seasonable and 
ubstantial relief to the neces- 
sities of your goverlunent, and enable it (for such is 
IllY confident hope) to begin on tlte reduction of YOU1' 
debt at interest before the conclusion of this year (I 
Dlean the year of this C01l1putation)." ":"hereas the 

aid ,y arren Ha
tillgs did apply the whole produce 
of the revenue to the luere pay of SOUle part of the 
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British arlny in Oude; and did llOt Inention in his 
correspondence that he had relnitted any Inoney 
whatsoever to Calcutta, nor to any other place, (ex- 
cept the fifty thousand pounds taken froln .A hnas Ali 
KhiÎn, aud said to be renlitted to Surat,) for the said 
"substantial relief," in consequence of the said pre- 
tended "recovery of property," - adnlÏtting that it 
had been suggested to hiln, and not by hiln denied, 
that he had "disappointed the popular expectation 
by 110t adopting the policy which he had, on tlte con- 
ception of better grounds, rejected; nor did he begin 
the reduction of the interest debt" at the tÏ1ne stat- 
ed, nor at any time; but the \vhole (he well knowing 
the state of the country from whence the resources 
aforesaid 'were by hiln proillised) ,vas a prelneditat- 
ed deceit and irnposition on the Board of CounciÌ, 
his colleagues, and on the Court of Directors, his 
masters. 


LXIX. That no traces of regulation appear to 
have been adopted by the said 'Varren Hastings 
during his residence at Lucknow, in confornlity to 
the spirit and intentions of th
 treaty of Chunar, or 
of his instructions to 1tliddleton and Bristow, or of 
the proposed objects of his own COlllluission. But he 
did, in lieu thereof, pretend to fi-ee the Nabob's gov- 
erIllnent fron1 the interference of the COlllpany's ser- 
vants
 and the usurpation (as he called it) of a Resi- 
dent, and thereby to restore it to its proper tone and 
enOl'gy; ,vhereas the ll1easures he took \vere such as 
to leave no useful or responsible superintendence in 
the British, and no freedolll in the Nabob's goyern- 
ment: for he did confirm the sole, unparticipated, and 
entire administration, with all the powers annexed to 
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the government. on the lninister, IIyder Beg Khftn, 
to wholn he prel'uilNZ OIl thc 
abob 'Tizier to comlnit 
the entire charge of his rC\Tenues, although he knew 
that his lna
tcr was a cipher in his hands, - that he 
" had affixed his f'cal to letter
 \\Titten without hi::, 
knowledgc, flud snch as cyidcntly tended to prOIl1ote 
Hyder Beg I
hân'H influence and interest," -- that his 
said lna
ter did not consider hiln as a n1inister of his 
choice, but as an instrun1ent of his degradation,- 
that "he exists as a nlÍnister by his dependence on 
the Calcutta go\ernIl1ent, and that the X abob hilnself 
had no other opinion of hil11, - that it is by its declared 
and n10st obvious support alone that he could lnaintain 
his authority and influence." And in his instructions 
to his secret agcnt, 
Iajor Pahner, dated 6th of May, 
1782, to ease his lnind and remove his jealousy with 
regard to British interfcrence, he... did instruct hill1, 
" that lnuch delicacy and caution will be required in 
your declarations on this subject, lest they should be 
construed to extenù to an inunediate change in the 
adnlÏnistration of his affairs, or the instrllll1ents of it. 
Their persons HUlst be considered as sacred, while they 
act with the partic
)ation of our Í1r!lnence. This dis- 
tinction the X abob understands
' nor will it be either 
necessary or proper to allude to it, unless he hil11self 
should first introùuce thc subject." .And the said 
Hastings did aSSlllne, as to a dependant of the lowest 
order, to prescribe to hin1 the conditions on \vhich he 
is to hold his place, - to threaten hin1 with scrutinies 
into his conduct, with dislni
sion, 'with pUlli
lllncnt, 
- that he was guilty of falsehood and duplicity, and 
that he had Inade his lna
ter a
sert what \\
as true to 
be false, - that hc suspected he had withheld from 
his master what he ought to have paid to him, - that 
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the evellt of his having prevailed on the Nabob to 
intl'n
t hilll as af'on

:lÏd was, according to his, the 
said flastings's, own lettoi', written to the said Hyder 
Beg Khân hilnself. "" an aCC1.1111ulation of distress, 
debasell1ent, and di
satisfaction to the Nahob, and of 
disappoilltInent and disgrace to n1e. E\"ery Ineasure 
which he had hÜnself proposed, and to which .he had 
solicited Iny as
i
tance, has been so condncted as to 
give hÜn cause of displeasure; there are no officers 
establi
hed by which his affairs could be regularly 
conrlucted; n1call, incapable, and indigent men have 
been appointed aunlÏls of the districts, ,vithout au- 
thority, and without the Ineans of personal protection; 
some of theln have been n1urdered by the zel
illdars, . 
and those zeu1indars, instead of punisillnent, have 
been pormitted to retain their zemindaries ,vith inde- 
pendent authority; all the other zen1indars suffered to 
rise up in rebellion, and to insult the authority of the 
sircar, without any attelnpt Inade to suppress them; 
and the Company's debt, instead of being discharged 
by the assignments, and extraordinary sonrces of 
money provid,ed for that purpose, is likely to exceed 
even the amount at which it stood at the tin1e in 
which the arrangement with his Excellency was 
concluded. The growth of these evils 'was early made 
known to me, and their effects foreboded in the sam,e order 
and 'manner as they have since come to pass. In such 
a state of calall1Ïty and disgrace, I can no longer re- 
main a passive spectator; nor would it be becolning 
to conceal Iny sentilnents, or qualify the expI'ossioll 
of theln. I now plainly tell you, that you arc ans\ver- 
. 
able fo1" every misfortune and defect of the Nabob 
Vizier's governlllent." And after giving orders, and 
expressing SOlne hopes of better behavior, Üe adds, 
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" If I aln disappointed, you will impose on me the 
painful and humiliating necessity of acknowledging 
to hÏ1n that I have been deceived, and of recomnlend- 
iug' the exalninatioll of your conduct to his justice, 
both for the redress of his own and the Company's 
grievances, and for the injury sustained by both in 
thcir lnutual connection. Do not 'reply to 'me, that 
wh3.t I have ,vritten is fronl the suggestion of your 
enenìÏes; nor inlagille that I have induced myself to 
,vrite in such plain and declaratory terms, without 
a cloar insight into all the consequences of it, and a 
fixed deternlination upon them." 


LXX. That the aforesaid b
ing the tenure of the 
power of the said minister, and such his character, as 
giyen by the said Warren Hastings hinlself, who did 
originally compel the Xabob to receive hinl, who did 
constantly support hÏ111 against the Nabob, his master, 
as well as against the C0111pany's Resident, - the de- 
livering over to such a person his master, his family, 
his country, and the care of the British interests 
therein, ,vithout control or public inspection, was an 
high crime and misdemeanor. 


LXXI. That the next person whom the said Hast- 
ings did invest \vith power in the said country was a 
certain opulent and powerful native nlanager of rev- 
enue
 called Ahnas 
\..li Khân, closely cOllnected ,vith 
the said Hyder Beg Khâll, and to whom the said Hy- 
der Reg IChâll, as the said flastings has adlnitted, 
" had intrusted the greatest part of his reyenues, with- 
out any pledge or security for his fidelity." And af- 
terwards the said Hastings charges the said Ahnas 
AU ,vith an intention of renloving frolH the Nabob's 
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dOlninions: he states, "as taking with hÏ1n," and 
therefore being possessed of, "an inunense treasure, 
the fruits of his ell1bezzlell1ents and oppressions, and 
an army raised for its protection." 


LXXII. That the said ,,-r arren IIastings was, or 
pretended to be, ilnpressed with the evil character, 
dangerous designs, and inllnoderate power of the said 
.A,hl1as Ali; that he did insert anlong his instructions 
to the Resident Bristow an order of a danp:erous and 
ul1\varrantaLle nature, in which, upon his, the said 
IIastings's, silnple allegation of offences, not accurate- 
ly described or specified, with regard either to the 
fact, the nature of the offence, or the proof, he \vas re- 
quired to urge the Nabob to put hiln to death, with 
lnany qualifications in the said instructions, full of 
fraud and duplicity, calculated to insnare the said 
Resident Bristow, and to throw upon hin1 the respon- 
sibility of the conduct of the said ...\.1 111 as Ali Khâll, if 
he should con tinue at large contrary to his orders, or 
to subject hiln, the said llesident, to the shame and 
scandal of apprehending and putting hiln to death by 
means \vhich, in the eirc\unstances, Inust necessarily 
be such as would be constrncd into treachery, and he, 
the said Ahnaf' _\.li I{hân, being from nature and sit- 
uation suspicious and watchful, and being at that 
very tÍlne in the collection, or fanner of the most Íln- 
portant part of the revenues, with an extensive juris- 
diction annexed, and at the head of fourteen thousand 
of his own troops, and having been recently accepted 
hy the Resident l\liddleton as security for large SUlns 
of Inoney adyanced by the bankers of Benares to the 
use of the East India COll1pany; which orders (if the 
said Resident would or could have executed them) 
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H1llst have rai
ed an universal aIarn1 alnong. all the 
considerable 111en of the country concerned in the 
govern1l1cnt, and ,vould have been a Ineans of sub- 
verting the public credit of the COlnpany, by the lllur- 
del' of a person engaged for very great SHIllS of nloney 
that had been ad\yanced for their use. .And the said 
instruction is as followeth. 
" If any ellgagell1ent shall actually subsist between 
thel11 at the tilne you have charge of the Residen- 
cy, it 1111.1st, however exceptionable, be faithfully ob- 
served; but if he has becn guilty of any crÎ1ninal of- 
fence to the Xabob, his Inaster, for which no immu- 
nity is pro' ided in the engagement, or he shall break 
allY one of the conditions of it, I do 1110st strictly en- 
join you, and it 11lUst be your special care to endeav- 
or, either by force 01. surprise, to secure his person and 
bring hÜll to ju
tice. By Lringing hÌ111 to justice I 
n1ean, that you urge the Xabob, on due conviction, to 
punish him with deatl
, as a necessary exalnple to deter 
others froll1 the conn11i
sion of the like crÏ111es; nor 
must you desist till this is effected. 1 cannot pre- 
scribe the means; but to guard Inyself against the 
obloquy to "hich I Inay be exposed by a forced n1is- 
construction of this order by those who l11ay hereafter 
be employed in searching our records for cavils and 
infornlations against l11e, 1 think it proper to forbid 
and protest again
t the use of any fraudulent artifice 
or treachery to accornplish the end u'lâcl
 I ,"iave pre- 
scribed:J' and a-S you alone are privy to the order, you 
,,,,ill of course observe the gl'eatest secrecy, that it 
lnay not transpire: but I repeat 111Y reconunendation 
of it, as one of the first and most essential duties of 
your office." 



156 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


LXXIII. That, an10ng the reasons assigned for 
putting to death the said Ahnas Ali, ,vhich the said 
IIastillg
 did reco1l11nelld directly and repeatedly to 
the Re
ident, "as one of the first and most essential 
duties of his office," was, in suustance, " that, by his 
extensive trust with regard to the revenues, he had 
been pern1itted to acquire independency; that the 
Ineans thereof had been long seen and the effects 
thereof foretold by every person acquainted ,vith the 
state of goVerIlll1ent, except those i1l1111ediately inter- 
ested in it"; and he, the said 'Varren Hastings, did 
also charge the said Aln1as A1i with embezzlelnent 
of the revenues and oppression of the people; and 
nothing appears to disprove the same, but 111uch to 
give ground to a presun1ption that the said Ahnas Ali 
did grievously abuse the power cOl1llnitted to hiIn, as 
farmer and collector of the re'Tenue, to the great op- 
pression of the inhabitants of the countries which had 
been rented to hin1 by Hyder Beg Khân with the 
knowledge and consent of the said 'Varren Hastings. 


LXXIV. That the Resident, Bristow, declining the 
violent attelnpt on the life of Ah11as Ali deceitfully 
ordered by the said 'Varren Hastings, did, on ,veighty 
reasons, dr::nvn fro111 the spirit of the said Hastings's 
own instructions, recoHnnend that his, the said Ahnas 
AU Khân's, fanus of rC\Tenue, or a great part of theIn, 
should Le, on the oxpiration of his le
se, takcn out 
of his hands, as Leing too extensive, and snpplying 
the Ineans ùf a dangerous power in the conn try ; hut 
yet he, the said 'V arrcn Hastillg
. did Hut only COll- 
tinue hin1 ill the po
SCS
iOll of the foìaid rcvcnues, but 
did "giye to hint a new lcasc thereùf for the tCl'ln of 
five year
, A llll ull t!lis rC!lù\"atioll and increase of 
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trust. the sairl 'ValTell f-Ia
tings did not consent to 
. G 
produce the inforn)cr UPOIl "who
c credit he had nlade 
his charge of capital eI'ilHc
 011 the said ....\..hnas ...ili, 
and had directed hiln to be put to death, or call upon 
hiln to nlake good his charges; but, instead of this, 
totally changing his relatioll to the said ...\..hnas Ali, 
did hÏ1nself lahar to procure froln all parts attestations 
to pI'Oye hitn not gnilty of the p
rfidy and disloyalty 
of which the f'aid IIa
tings hinl
elf appears to have 
been to that very tilne his sole accuser, as he hath 
since been his n10st anxious ad,.ocate: but though he 
did use 111any endeayors to acquit ,A.hnas ...\li of his 
intended flight, yet concerning his elnhezzlelnents and 
oppressions, the 1110st ilnportant of all charges relath-e 
to that of the revenue and collection, he, the said 
Hastings, hath luade no inquiry whatever; by ,vhich 
it might appear that he \,,'as not as fully guilty there- 
of as he had a1 ways rppre
cntcd hin1 to be. But some 
tin1e after be, the said \Yarrcn IT :lstings, had arrived at 
Lucknow, in the year 17 
J, 110 
llggested to the said 
Alnlas .A.li Khân the advance to the COll1pany's use 
of a stun of inone.y alnOUntlllg to fifty thousand pounds 
or thereauout
; and the saiJ suggested advance was 
(as the said \Van'en HastIngs asserts, no witness or 
docurnent of the transaction appearing) ,.. cheerfully 
and ,,-ithout he
itation conlplied with, considering it as 
an evidence seasonably offered for the genernl refuta- 
tion of the chaj'ges of perfidy and disloyalty": ,vhich 
practice of charging wealthy }Jersons with treason and 
disloyalty, and afterwards acq Hitting the111 on the 
paynlent of a sun1 of l1l0ney. is highly scandalous to 
the honor, justice, and gon
rllinont of Great Britain; 
and the offence is highly aggrayated by the said 11ast- 
ings's declaration to the Court of Directors that the 
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charges against ..lJnlas Ali Khâll have been too labo- 
riously urged against hiln, and carried at one time to 
such all excess as had nearly driven hiIn to abandon 
his country "for tlte preservation of lâslife and honor," 
and thus to give a " coler to the charges themselves," 
.when he, the said 'V arran Hastings, did well know 
that he hilnself did consider as a crinle, and did Inake 
it an article in a formal accusation against the Resi- 
dent 
[iddleton, that he did not inforu1 him, the said 
Hastings, of the supposed treasons of Almas .AJi l{hân, 
and of his design to aLandon the country, when he 
hin1self did n10st laboriously urge the charges against 
him, and ,vhen no atten1pt appears to have been Inade 
against the life of the said Ahnas Ali Khân except by 
the said 'Varren Hastings himself. . 


LXXV. That the stun of fifty thousand pounds 
sterling, or thereabouts, pltblicly taken by the said 
"\Varren IIastings, as an advance for the use of the 
Company, if given as a consideration or fine, on ac- 
count of the renewal for a long tel'ln of civil authority 
and n1ilitary command, and the collection of the reve- 
nues to an Í1nlnense arnount, the saIne being at least 
eight hundred thousand pounds sterling yearly, was 
so totally tnadequate to the interest granted, that it 
Inay justly be presulned it was not on tl13t, or on any 
public groullù or cOildition, that the said Hastings did 
delegate, out of all reach of resulnption or correction, 
a lease of boundless power and enormous profit, for 
so long a tern1, to a kno,vn oppressor of the country. 


LXXVI. That Warren Hastings, being at Lncknow 
in consequ
nce of his deputation aforesaid, did, in his 
letter froln .that city, dated 30th of April, 1784, recom. 
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mend to the Court of Directors, "as his last and 
ultimate hope, that their "Tisdoll1 would put a final 
period to the ruJnous and di,sreputable systeJn of inter- 
ference, whether aZ'Oll'ed or secret, in the affairs of the 
Kabob of Onùe, and withdraw forever tlle influence by 
which it is luaintained," and that they ought to confine 
their yip,vs to the sole Inaintenance of the olel brigade 
stationed in Ouele hy yirtue of the first treaty ,vith 
the reigning Nabob, expressing hiulself in the follow- 
ing words to the Court of Directors. " If you trans- 
gress that line, you 111ay extend the distribution of pat- 
ronage, and add to the fortunes of inclividllals
 and to 
the n0111inal riches of Great Britain; but your own 
interests will suffer by it; and the ruin of a great and 
once flourishing nation will be recorded as the 'W01"k of 
YOUï" aclJnÙâstration, 'With an -everlasting 'repJ"oacÌt to the 
BritÚ;h name. To this reasoning I shall join the 
obligation8 oj.iustice and good .fäith, which cut off every 
prete.l.'t for your exercising any pou'er or authority in 
this country, as long as tlle sot'eJ'eign of it fulfils the 
engagements he has articled with you." 


LXX,TII. That it appears by the extraordinary 
recon11ncndatioil afore
aÍll, a
scrteel by hi In, the said 
Hastings, to be enforced by the .... obligation,'S of iustice 
and good faith," that the said 'Yarren IIastings, at the 
tilne of writing the said letter, had llHHle an ap:recll1ellt 
to withdraw the British in tCl'fel'cnce, repre
ented by 
hiln as a "ruinou
 and di
rcplltable systcnl." ont of 
the don1Ïnions of the Xaboh of Ol1ùe. But the in- 
strun1ellt itself. in which the said agreelllcnt is luade, 
(if at all existing,) docs not appear: nor hath the 
said Hastings tl'ansn1Ïttcd any doeUlllcnts relative to 
the said treaty, which is a neglcct highly cl'Ï1ninal,- 
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especially as he has infol'lned the Con1pany, in his let- 
ter fro1l1 Benares, "that he has proluised the Nabob 
that he will not abandon hiIll to the chance of any 
other nlode of relation, and n10st confidently given 
bin1 a
surance of the rat(fication and co-nfinnation of 
that ,vhich he [the said IIastingsJ had established 
between his gOyernluent and the Corupany": the said 
confident {l.'5Sllrance being given to an agreelnent nev- 
er produced, and Inade without any sort of authority 
froln the Court of Directors, - an agreelnent preclud- 
ing, on the one hand, the operation of tbe discretion 
of his Inasters in the conduct of their affairs, or, on 
the other, subjecting theln to the hazard of an impu- 
tation on their faith, by breaking an engagelnent con- 
fidently lnade in their nanle, though ,vithout their con- 
sent, by the first officer of their governluent. 
That the said Hastings, further to preclude the op- 
eration of such discretionary conduct in the adlnin- 
istration of this kingdoln as circulnstances nlÏght call 
for, has informed the Directors that he has gone so far 
as even to condition the existence of the revenue itself 
,vith the exclusion of the COlupany, his Inasters, froln 
all interference whatsoever: for in bis letter to 
Ir. 
'Vheler, dated Benares, 20th Septcrnbor, 1784, are 
the following words. "The aUl1lils [ collectors] de- 
luanded that a clause should be inserted in their en- 
gagenlents, that they were to be in full force for the 
cOluplete torln of their leases, provided that no foreign 
authority was exercised over thelu,.- or, in other 
\vords, that theÜ- engagements "cere to cease whenever they 
slwuld be interrupted in their functions by the inteJference 
of an Engli."ïh {(gent. This requisition was officially no- 
tified to 1no by tho uctiilg Inillistol", and referred to lue 
in fOrIll by the X auoL Vizier, for IUY previous consent 
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to it. I cncouraged it, and I gave my consent to it." 
And the said Hastings has been guilty of the higb 
preslllllption to inforlll his said lnasters, that he has 
taken that course to compel them not to violate the 
assurances given by him in their nalne: " There is 
one condition" (namely, the above condition) " which 
essentially connects the confirmation of the settlement 
itself with the interests of the Company." 


LXXVIII. That the said 'Varren Hastings, who 
did show an indecent distrust of the COlllpany's faith, 
did endeavor, before that tillie, at other tilnes, namely, 
in his instructions to his secret agent, )Iajor PalIner, 
dated the 6th of 
Iay, 1782, to liulit the confidence to 
be reposed in the British govenllnellt to the duration 
of his own po"\\-er, in the following ,vords in the fifth 
article. "It is very inuch my desire to impress the 
Kabob with a thorough confidence in the faith and 
justice of our govennnent, - that is to say ,in 1ny own, 
while I aln at the head of it: I cannot be answerable 
for the acts of others independent of nle." 


LXXIX. That the said Warren Hastings did, in 
his letter, dated Benares, the 1st of October, 1784, to 
the Court of Directors, write, "that, if they [the 
Directors] manifested no symptoms of an (1.) intended 
intcrference, the objects of his engagenlents will be 
obtained; (2.) but if a different policy shall be adopt- 
ed, - if new agents are sent into the country, and 
arllied with authority for the purposes of vengeance 
or corruption (for to no other 
()ill they be applied),- 
(3.) if new demands are made on the Nabob Vizier, 
( 4.) and accounts overcharged on one side, with a 
wide latitude taken on the other, to swell his debt 
VOL. IX. 11 
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beyond the ll1eans of paymont,- (5.) if political dan- 
gers are portended, to ground on them the plea of bur- 
dening his country with unnecessary defcnces and enor- 
lUOUS subsidies, - ( 6.) or if, even abstaining fronl 
direct encroaclunent on tlte Nabob's rigläs, your goycrn- 
ment shall sho\t Lut a degree of personal kind/less to 
tlte partisans of the late usurpation, or by any COll
trnc- 
tive indication of partiality and dissatisfaction furnish 
grounds for the expectation of an approaching change 
of systeuI, - I allI sorry to say, that all n1Y labors will 
prove abortive." 


LXXX. That all the measures deprecated in fn 
ture by the said 'Varren Hastings, ,vith a reference to 
forn1er conduct, in his several letters aforesaid, being 
(so far as the same are intelligible) six in nU111ber, 
have been all of then1 the proper acts and ll1easures 
of the said 'Varren IIastings hin1self. For he did 
hiInself first of all introduce, anq. did afterwards con- 
tinue and support, that interference which he now in- 
forn1s the Court of Directors" is ruinous and disrep- 
utable, and which the very SY1Tlptoms of an intention 
to renew" he considers in the highest degrec danger- 
ous; he did direct, with a controlling and abso
:'t.e 
authority, in every departInent of goverillnent, and 
in every district in the dornillions of the Nabob of 
Oude. Secondly, the appointInent of agents, which 
was en1Ïnently the act of his own adlninistration: he 
not only retaining many agents in the country of 
Oude, both "secret and avowed," but also sending 
some of theIn, in defiance to the orders of that very 
Court of Directors, to ,vhom, in his said letter of the 
1st of October, 1784, he assigns" vengeance and cor. 
ruption" as the only Inotives that qan produco such 
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aplJoll.hnents. Thirdly, that he, the said Warren 
Hastings, did instruct one of the said agents, and did 
charge hiu1 upon pain of " a dreadful responsibility," 
to perfonn sundry acts of yiolellCe against persons 
of the highest distinction and nearest relation to the 
prince; ,vhich acts were justly liable to the in1putation 
of" 'L'en[Jeanee" in the execution, and which he, in his 
reply to the defence of )Iidùleton to one of his charges, 
did declare to be liable to the sU5picion of " corruption 
in the relaxation." Fourthly, that he did raise new 
den1ands on the Vizier, " and oyercharge accounts on 
one side and take a wide latitude on the other," by 
sending up a new and before unheard-of oyercharge 
of four hundred thousand pounds and upwards, not 
n1ade hy the Resident or adinitted by the Vizier, and, 
by adding the same, did swell bis debt "beyond the 
Inoans of payment"; and did e,en insert, as the ninth .. 
article of his charge against 
Iiddletoll, " his omitting 
to take any notice of the additional balance of Rupees 
26,48,571, stated by the ....tccountant-General to be due 
from the Vizier on the 30th of April, 1780," to which 
he did add fourteen lac more, making together the 
abo,e sun1. Fifthly, that he, the said Warren Hast- 
ings
 did assign" political dangers," in his minute of 
the 13th December, 1779, for burdening the 
aid Na- 
bob of Oude "with unnecessary defences and enor- 
mous subsidies," with regard to which he then de- 
clared, that "it was our part, not his [the Nabob's], 
to judge and to detern1ine." And, sixthly, that he 
did not only show the design, but the fact, of personal 
kindness to the partisans of what he here calls, as well 
as in another letter, and in one )Iinute of Consulta- 
tion, a " late usurpation," - he haying rewarded the 
principal and most obnoxious of the instruments of 
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the saið. late usurpation, (if such it was,) Richard 
Johnson, Esquire, with an honorable and profitable 
embassy to the court of the Nizam. 


LXXXI. That the said Warren Hastings, there- 
fore, - by assulning an authority 'which he hÜnself 
did consider as an usurpation, and by acts ill virtue 
of that usurped authority, done in his own proper 
persoll and by agents appointed by hi1l1self, and pro- 
ceeding (though ,vith 80111e Initigation, for which one 
of them was by hin1 censured and accused) under his 
own express and positive orders and instructions, and 
thereby establishing, as he hin1self observed, "a sys- 
tem of interference, disreputable and ruinous, ,vhich 
could only be subservient to prolnote patronage, pri- 
vate interest, private elnhezzlenlont, corruption, and 
vengeance," to the public detriment of the COinpany, 
"and to the rdin of a once flourishing nation, and 
eternally reproachful to the British nalne,,1 and for 
the evil effects of w'hich systel11, "as his sole and ul- 
tin1ate hope" and ren1edy, he recomlnends an en tire 
abdication, forever, not only of all po,ver and author- 
ity, but even of the interference and influence of 
Great Britain, - is guilty of an high crin1e and misde- 
meanor. 


LXXXII. That the said Warren Hastings, in his 
letter froln Chunar of the 29th of Novelnber, 1781, 
has represented that yery iufluence and interference, 
which in three pl
blic papers he denon1Ïnates " a late 
usurpation," as being authorized by a regular treaty 
and agreemènt, voluntarily Inade ,vith the NaboL hhn- 
self, at a place called Cbunar, on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, 1781, a copy of which hath been transn1Ïtted 
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to th
 Court of Directors, - and that three persons 
were present at the execution of the same, two where- 
of were )Iiddleton and Johnson, his agents and Resi- 
dents at Oude, the third the minister of the Nabob. 
And he did, in his paper written to the Council-Gener- 
al. and transn1Ïtted to the Court of Directors, not 011- 
ly declare that the said interference was agreed to by 
the said Nabob, and sealed with his seal, but would 
be highly beneficial to hin1: assuring the said Council, 
" that, if the Resident perforlned his duty in the ex- 
ecution of his [the said Hastings's] instructions
 the 
Nabob's part of the engagen1ent will prove of still 
greater benefit to hin1 than to our governlnen t, in 
whose behalf it was exacted; and that the participa- 
tion which is allowed .our Resident in the inspection 
of the puùlic treasure will secure the receipt of the 
Company's delnallds, whilst the influence 'lchich our · 
governnzén,t will AL WAYS possess over the public min- 
ister of the ....Vabob, and the authority of our o
cn, ,,
ill be 
an effectual means of securing an attentive and faith- 
ful discharge of their several trusts, both towards the 
COlnpany and the 'Tizier." 


LXXXIII. ...\..nd the said Warren Hastings did not 
only settle a plan, of which the agency and interfer- 
ence aforesaid was a part, and as
ert the beneficial 
consequences thereof, but did also record, that the 
saIne "was a great public 111easnre, constituted on a 
large and e.rstablisnecl s!Jstem, and destructive, in its 
instant effects, of the interest and fortune of n1any 
patronized individuals"; and in consequence of the 
. said treaty, he, the said Warren Hastings, did author- 
ize and positively require his agent aforesaid to inter- 
fere in and control and regulate all the .1'Tabob'
 qlfairs 
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whatsoever: and the said Warren Hastings having 
lnade for the Company, and in its naIne, an acquisi- 
tion of po-wer and authority, even if it had been abused 
by others, he ought to have rellledied the abuse, and 
brought the guilty to condign punislllnent, instead of 
luaking another treaty without their approbation, COll- 
sent, or knowledge, and to this tillle not comnllu1Ïcat- 
ed to theIn, by which it appears he has annulled the 
fornler treaty, and the authority thereby acquired to 
the COlnpany, as a grievance and usurpation, to which, 
froln the general corruption of their service, no other 
re111edy could be - applied than a formal renunciation 
of their power and influence: for which said actings 
and doings the said 'Varren Hastings is guilty of an 
high cri111e and misdemeanor.- 


LXXXIV. That the Conlpany's arnlY in India is 
an object requiring tho 1110St vigilant and constant 
inspection, both to the happiness of the natives, the se- 
curity of the British power, and to its own obedience 
and dif'cipline, and docs require that inspection in 
proportion as it is reluoved from the principal scat 
of government; and the nUInber and discipline of 
the troops kept up by the native princes, along with 
British troops, is also of great moment and illlpor- 
tance to the same ends. That Warren IIastings, 
E
q uire, pretending to pursue the same, diù, in vir- 
tue of an authority acquired by the treaty of ChuBaI' 
aforesaid, give strict orders, and to ,vhich he did 
deinand a rnost Í1nplicit obedience, that all officers of 
the Nabob's arnlY should be appointed" ,vith the con- 
currence of tlte Res'ident," and supposing the case that 
persoÍls of obnoxious description or of known disaffec- 
tion to the British government should be appointed, 
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(of which he left the Resident to be the judge,) he did 
direct in the following words: " You are in such case 
to ren10nstrate against it; and if the ,rizier should 
persist in his choice, you are peremptorily, and Ùl my 
name, to oppose it as a breach of his agreement"; and 
he did also direct that the "'nlOotiana [or soldiers 
elnployed for the collection of revenue] should be 
refonned, and reduced into one corp
 for the ,vhole 
service, and that no infantry should be left ill the Na- 
bob's service but what n1ay be necessary for his body- 
guard"; and he did further order and direct as fol- 
lows: "That in quelling dif'turbances the conllllander 
of the forces should assi
t you [the said Resident] on 
the reqnisìtion of the v"'izier comlnunicated through 
you to hin1 [the said conllllander], or at your own 
single applicatioJl. It is directed that the regin1ent 
ordered for the inllnediate protection of your office 
and person at Luckno,v shall be relieyed every three 
mouthf', and during its stay there shall act solely and 
exclusiyely under your orders." Ând it appears in 
ihe course of the Con1pany's correspondençe, that 
the country troops under the Nabob's sole direction 
would be ill-disciplined and unserviceable, if not 
worse, and therefore the said 'Yarren Hastings did 
order that "no infantry should be kept in his ser- 
vice"; yet it appears that the said Warren Hastings 
did make an arrangement for a body of native troops 
wholly out of the control or inspection of the British 
go'?ernnlent, and left a ,yritten order in the hands of 
1\Iajor PalIner (one of his agents, who had been con- 
tinued there, though the COlnpany was not pennitted 
to en1ploy any) to be transmitted to Colonel CUln- 
ming as soon as an adequate force shall be provided 
for the defence of the Nabob's frontier by dctacillnents 
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from the Nabob's own battalions, - the Raid Colonel 
Cumming's forces, whonl the others ,vere to supersede 
and replace, consisting wholly of infantry, and which, 
being intended for the same service, were probably 
of the same constitution. 


LXXXV. That the old brigade of British troops, 
which by treaty was to remain, had been directed, by 
the instructions of the said IIastings to the Resident 
Middleton and to the Resident Bristo\v, "not to be 
employed at the requisition of the Vizier any other- 
wise than through the Resident"; and the said direc- 
tion 'was properly given,-it not being fit that British 
troops should be under the sole direction of foreign 
independent princes, or of any other than the Brit- 
ish government: yet, llot\vithstanding the proper and 
necessary direction aforesaid, he, the said 'Varren 
Hastings, hath left the said troops, by his new treaty, 
without any local control, or even inspection, notwith- 
standing his powers under the treaty of Chunar, and 
his own repeated orders, and notwithstanding the n1Ïs- 
chiefs, aud dangers which the said 'Varrell IIastings 
did foresee would result theref1'o111, if left under the 
sole direction of the Nabob, and their o,vn di
crction, 
the said Hastings having stipulated with the said Nabob 
not to exercise any authority, or even influence, secret 
or avowed, ,vithin his dOlninions. 


LXXXVI. That the crime of the said Warren 
IIastings, in attmnpting tInls to abandon the British 
army to the sole discretion of the Nabob of Qude, is 
exceedingly aggravatetl by the description given by 
hinl seyerally of the said Nabob of Oude, and of the 
British arnlY stationed for the defence of his dOlllinions. 
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In his letters to the Court of Directors, and in his 
)Iinutes of Consultation, and particularly in his letter 
of , inlnlediately on the acce
sion of the X abob, 
he did infonn the said Court," that the X abob had 
not, by all accounts, the qualities of the head or heart 
w.hich fitted binl for that offic
, though there was no 
di
pute concernillg his right to succeed" ; and SOlno 
years afterwards, when his accounts luust haye been 
rendered 1110re certain, he did, in' his )Iillute of Con- 
sultation of the 13th of Decenlber, 1779, (regularly 
transillitted to the Court of Directors,) upon a discus- 
sion for withdrawing certain troops kept up in the .Ka- 
bob's country without his consent, by lliIn, the said 
W 3rren IIastings, strongly urge as follows, -" the ne- 
ces8ity of Inailltailling the influence and force ,vhich 
,\
e possess in the coun tr)r; that the disorders of his 
state [the Kabob of Oude's state] and dissipation of 
his reyenues are the effects of his own conduct, ,vhich 
has failed, 110t so much frolll the usual effects of inca- 
pacity as fronl the detestable choice he has nlade of 
the luinisters of his po,yer and the participation of his 
confidence. I forbear to expatiate further on his char- 
acter; it is sufficient that I aln understood by the nlelll- 
bel's of this board, who llUlst know the truth of IllY al- 
lusions. 
lr. Francis " (a lllell1ber of the board) " sure- 
ly was not aware of the injury he did me ["'" an'en 
IIastings] by attributing to the spirit of party the char- 
acter I gaye .A.soph ul Dowlah [the Xabob of Oude] ; 
he hilll
elf knows it to be true
' and it is one of those 
notorieties which supersede the neces
ity of any evidence. 
I 'was forced to t!w allu.sion I7Jlacle by the imputation 
cast on this governnlent, as having caused the evils u'hich 
prevail in the govenl1nent of the J\T"abob of Oude, u'hich 
I could only anSlcer by ascribing them to their true 



170 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


cause, the character and conduct of the Nabob of Oude." 
.A_ud the Resident (appointed by the said IIastings, 
against the orders of the Court of Directors, as his 
particular confiùential representative, one WhOlll the 
said :Nabob did hilllself request nlight be continued 
with hÜn by an engagenwnt in writill!J foreve7.) did sonle 
tillle before, that is, on the 3d of January, 1779, as- 
sure the said Hastings and the Council-General, that 
"such is his Excellency's [the Nabob of Oude's] dis-' 
position, and so entirely has he lost the confiùence and 
affections of his subjects, that, unless S0111e restraint 
is ilnposed on hÜn \vhich would effec
ually secure 
those ,vho live nnder the protection of his goverlunent 
froln violence and oppression, I anI but too ,veIl con- 
vinced that no lnan of reputation or property will 
long continue in these pro\Tinces"; and that the said 
Resident proceeds to an instance of oppression and 
rapine, " out of 'many of the Nabob's, \vhich has caused 
a total disaffection and want of confidence anlong his 
. subjects: he hoped the board would take it into their 
luul1ane consideration, and interpose their influence, 
and prevent an act ,vhich ,vonl
 inevitably bring dis- 
grace upon bÏ1nself, and a proportionable degree of dis- 
credit on the national character of the English, which 
I consider to be 1110re or less concerned in every act 
of his adl.l1Ïnistration." 


LXXXVII. That no exception was ever taken by 
the said 'Yarren IIastings to the trutb of the facts, 
or to the justness of the observation of the said Resi
 
dent, which he did transn1Ït to the Court of Directors. 
A,nd the said 'Varren IIastings, in his letter fronl 
Chunar, dated the 2Ðth of November, 1781, speaking 
of the restraints \vhich bad been put by hiln, the said 
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Hastings, on the X abob, relatiye to his own mootiana, 
or forces for collection and police, and the necessity 
of giyillg the Resident a control in the nomination of 
the officers of his army, has asserted, " that the neces- 
sity of the reseryation arose from a too w'ell known 
defect in the Xabob's character: if this check be with- 
drawn, and the choice left absolutely to the Kabob, 
the first cOffilllands in his arlllY will be filled with the 
1110st 'worthless and abandoned of his subjects: his 
late c0111mander-in-chief is a signal and scandalous in- 
stance of this." 


LXXX'YIII. And the said 'Varren Hastings, in 
his letter to the Court of Directors, dated Benares, 
the 15th of October, 1784, e,en after he had Inade 
the aforesaid renunciation of the COll1pany's author- 
ity and influence to the Kabob, did write, "that the 
Kabob, though 1110St gentle in his lllanners, and en- 
dued with an understanding much aboye the COlll- 
lllon leyel, has been unfortunately bred up in habits 
that draw his attention too 111uch froll1 his own affairs, 
and often subject hiln to the guidance of insidious and 
unu'orthy confidants"; which, though more decently 
expressed ,vith regard to the Xåbob than in his forlner 
111inutes, substantially agrees ,vith thell1. .And the 
said 'Varren Hastings did infonll the Court of Direc- 
tors, after he had solen1nly covenanted to withdraw 
all the Con1pany's influence on the assurances and 
prolnises of a person so by hÜllself described, that, for 
reasons grounded on his knowledge of the ill1becility 
of the character of the X abob, he ,vaitcd in a frontier 
tOWIl, " that he ll1ight be at hand to counteract any 
attelnpt to defeat the effect of his proceedings at Lnck- 
no'v"; and in his letter to )11'. 'Yheler frolH the 
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saIne place he did write in the following words: "I 
am still near enough to attend to the first effects of 
the execution, and to interfere with my influence for 
the ren10val of any obstructions to which they are or 
may be liable." lIe therefore found that th
re was 
none or but an insufficient security to the effect of his 
treaty, but in his o\vn direct personal ,iolation of it. 
'Yhat otherwise \vas wanting in the security for the 
Nabob's engagelnents was to ùe supplied as follows: 
"The 1110st respectalJle persons of his falnily will be 
employed to counteract every other which may tend 
to warp him froln it; and I aln sorry to say that such 
ass"istance was U'antÍ'ng." And in another letter, 
" that he had equal ground to expect every degree of 
support which could be giyen it by tlte first characters 
of Ids family, who are warrnly and zealously interest- 
ed in it": the principallnale character of the family, 
and of the lnost influence in that fall1ily, being Salar 
J ung, uncle to the Nabob; and the first female char- 
acters of the falnily being the lnother and grandlnoth- 
er of the reigning sovereign: all of wholl1, Inale and 
felnale, he, the said 'Varren Hastings, in sundry let- 
ters of his own, in the transn1ission of various official 
docun1ents, and even in affidavits studiously collected 
and sworn before Sir Elijah Ilnpey during his short 
residence at Lucknow and Benares, did hirnself rep- 
resent as persons entirely disaffected to the English 
power in India, - as having been principal promoters, 
if not original contrivers, of a general rebellion and 
revolt for the utter extirpation of the English na- 
tion, - and as such, he, the said Warren Ilastings, 
did cOlnpel the Nabob reluctantly to take froln them 
their landed estates; and yet the said Warren Hast- 
ings has had the presumption to attelnpt to impose 
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on the East India Company by pretending to place 
his reliance on those three persons for a settlelnent 
favorable to the COlnpany's interests, on his renuncia- 
tion of all their own power, authority, and influence, 
and on his leaving their arlny to the sole and uncon- 
trolled discretion of a stranger, meriting in his opin- 
ion the de8cription given by hhn as aforesaid, as ,veIl 
as by him frequently asserted to be politically incapa- 
ble of supporting his own power without the aid of the 
forces of the Con1pany. And the offence of the said 
Warren Hastings, in abandoning a considerable part 
of the British arlny in the manner aforesaid, is n1uch 
'increased by the description which he has hÏ1nself 
given of the state of the said army, and particularly 
of that part thereof which is stationed Ï1
 the Nabob 
of Oude's dominions: for he did hiInself, on the 29th 
of Noven1ber, 1781, transmit the information follow- 
ing, on that subject, to the Court of Directors, name- 
ly, - " that the relnote stations of those troops, plac- 
ing the con1manding officers beyond the notice and 
'control of the board [the Council-General] at Calcut. 
ta, afforded too Innch of opportunity and telnptation 
for unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion 
of peculation and rapacity throughout tile 
I)hole army. 
A D10st remarkable instance and uncontro\ertible 
proof of the prevalence of this spirit has been seen 
in the court-martial upon Captain Erskine, where the 
court, composed of officers of rank, and respectable 
characters, unaniInously and honorably, (most hon- 
orably,) upon an acknowledged fact, acquitted him, 
which in times of stricter discipline would have 
been deemed a crin1e deserving the severest pun- 
ishment." From which representation (if the said 
Warren Hastings did not falsely and unjustly accuse 
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and slander the COlnpany's service) it appeared that 
the peculation 'which infected the whole army, derived 
froln the taint which it had in Oude, and so fatal to 
the discipline of the troops, ,vould be dangerously in- 
creased by his treaty and agreelnent aforesaid ,,
ith 
the X aLob, and by his own said evil counsel to the 
Court of Directors. 


LXXXIX. That it appears, after the saiù Warren 
IIastings had, on grounds so disgraceful to the Briti
h 
nation and governlnent, agreed to relno,e foreyer the 
nritish influence and interference from the goycrn- 
111ent of Oude, on account of the disorders. in the said 
govennnent, solely produced by his O'VP crilninal acts 
and crin1Ínal connivances, that he did overturn his 
own settlelnent as soon as he had 11lade it, and did, 
after he had abolished the COlnpany's Residency, as a 
grievance, wholly violate his own SOlel11n agreelnent: 
for he did, for his private pnrposes, continue therein 
his own private agent, 
Iajor Pahner, with a nUlnber 
of officers and pensioners, at a charge to the reven ues 
of the country greatly exceeding that of the estaLlish- 
ment under 1\11'. Bristo,v, which he did represent as 
frightfully enormous, and 'which he pretended to re- 
l11ove: the fonner alnounting to 112,950l., the latter 
only to 64,202l. 


XC. That his own secret agent, l\Iajor Palmer, did 
recei\"e a salary or allowance, equal to 22,800l. a 
year, ont of the distressed province of Oude; and 
this the said Palrner did declare not to be more than 
he absolutely did really and bonâ fide spend, and thåt 
he had retrenched considerably "in S01l1e of the 
articles since the expense has been borne by the Viz- 
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ier, and in eyery particular he rnado as little parade 
and appearaL

 as his station 'would adluit," - his sta- 
tion being that of the said 'Yarren Hastings's priyate 
agent. But if the said large salary lllust be COilSid- 
ered as 1110r01y equal to tbe expenses, large secret 
elll0hllnents HUlst be presumed to attend it, in order 
to Inake it a place adyantageous to the holder tbereof. 
That the said PalInel' did apply to the board at Cal- 
cutta for a new authority to contin'ue the 
aid establish- 
DlellÍs, - he conceiving thcir continuance, " after the 
period of the Governor-General's departure, depend- 
ed upon the pleasure of the board, and not upon the 
authority of the. G01.'ernor- General, 'Under the sanction 
of 1cltich they 'were established or confinned. 


XCI. That the said "T arren Hastings, in order to 
ruin tbe Resident Bristow, and to justify himself for 
his former proceedings respecting hÌlu, did bring be- 
fore the board a new cbarge against biIn, for having 
paid a large establislunent of offices and pensions to 
the Cornpany's ser\-ants from the revenues of Oude ; 
and the said Bristow, in 11laking his defence against 
tbe charge aforesaid, did plead, that he had found all 
the allowances on his list established before his last 
appointInent to tbe Residency, - that they had grown 
to that excess in the interval between his first re- 
rnoval by the said 'Yarren Hastings and his reap- 
pointment; and haying adduced many reasons to 
make it highly probable that the said Hastings was 
perfectly well acquainted with it, and did approve of 
the expensive establislllnonts which he, the said Bris- 
tow, sinlply had paid, but not iInposed, he did allege, 
besides the official assurances of his predecessor, 'Iid- 
dleton, certain facts, as amounting to a direct proof 
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that the Go\ernor-General, "r arren Hastings, was not 
ayerse to the Vizier's granting large salaries to 1110re 
than one European gentIenlall. And the first in- 
stance ,,-'as to 
Ir. Tholnas, a surgeon, \vho, exclusiye 
of his pay froln the COlnpany, which 'was 1,440l. a 
year, claÏ1lled fron1 the 'Tizier, with 
Ir. IIasting
's 
kllowle?ge, the stun of Ð,763l. a year, and upwards, 
n1aking together 11,203l. per annU111. The next was 

rr. Trevor "r:heler, who did receive, upon the saIne 
cstablisJllncnt, when he was Fourth ,A,ssistant at Oude, 
6,000l. a year; and w'hich last fact the said I-Iastings 
has adu1itted upon record "that the accusations of 

fr. Bristow and 1\fr. Cowper did oblige and cOlnpel 
hiIn to acknowledge," - denying, at the same time, 
that the allo\yances of the Residen ts 
Iiddleton and 
Bristo\v, except in this single instance, ,vere ever 
authorized by hiln; \vhereas his O'Vll agent, Pahner, 
did, in his letter of the 27th of 
Iarch, 1783, repre- 
sent, that the said salaries and allo\vances (if not n10re 
and larger) were by hin1 authorized or con finned. 


XCII. That the aforesaid Bristow did also produce 
the following letter in proof that 1\11'. Hastings knew 
and approved of large salaries to British subjects up- 
on the revenues of Oude, and which he did declare 
that nothing Lut the necessity of self-defence could 
have induced hÏ1n to produce. 


'
DEAR BRISTOW,- 
"Sir Eyre Coote has SOlne field-allowances to re- 
ceive froln the Vizier; they amount to Sicca Rupees 
15,554 per 1110nth, and he has been paid up by the 
Vizier to the 20th of August, 1782. The Governor 
has directed me to write to you, to request you to re
 


,. 
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ceivo what is due froln the Vizier from the 20th Au. 
gust last, at the rate of Lucknow Sicca Rupees 15,554 
per n101lth
 and send me a bill for the al110unt, the 
receipt of w'hich I will acknowledge in the capacity 
of Sir Eyre Coote's attorney; and the Governor de- 
sires that you will continue to receive 8ir Eyre Coote's 
field-allowances at the san1e rate, and ren1Ït the mon- 
ey to 1110 as it comes in. 
(Signed) "CHARLES CROFTES. 


" CALCCTTA, January 25, 1783," 


XCIII. That Sir Eyre Coote aforesaid was at th{, 
tÏ1ne of the said field-allowances not serving in the 
country of Oude, on ,vhich the said allowances were 
charged, but in the Carnatic. 


XCIV. That, froil1 the declaration of the said Hast- 
ings hilllself, that it was the conviction of )11'. Bristow 
and )11'. Cowper that could alone oblige and compel 
hÏ1n to ackuOlcledge certain of his aforef'aid practices, 
and that nothing but the necessity of self-dtjence could 
have induced 
lr. Bristo,v to make public another and 
Hluch stronger instance of the saIne, it is to be violent- 
ly preslunecl, that, where these two, or either, or both 
necessities did not exist, InallY evil and oppressive 
practices of the said Hastings do rell1ain undiscov- 
ered, - that, if it had not been for the contests be- 
tween him, the said Hastings, and the Resident Bris- 
tow, not only the before-nlentioned particulars, but 
the whole of the expensive civil establishnlents for 
English servants at Oude, would have been forever 
concealed fronl the Directors and froln Parlialnént: 
and yet the said Hastings has had the audacity to pl'e- 
tend so cOlnplete an ignorance of the facts. that" I\'pr(
- 
VOL, IX. 12 
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senting the Vizier as objecting to the largeness of the 
paYlllen ts 111ade by Bri
tow, and stating a very re- 
duced li:-.:ì, \vhich he was willing to allow for, al11ount- 
i ng to 30,000l. a year, tho saiJ IIastillgs did affoct to 
ItO alanllt'Ù at the lnagnitude eyen of the list so cur- 
t I j 10d. ex pre

illg hinlself as follows, in his 11linute 
Ill' the 7th of I)eceluher, 178-1: "For IllY own part, 
Wh,'ll the "'lzier's nlini
tel' first inforlned 111e that the 
<llllount which his luastcr had authorized, and ,vas 
willing tu adn1Ït, for the charges of the Residency, 
alHI the allowances of the gcntlenlen at Lucknow, ,vas 

Ô,OOU rupees per n10nth, I own I ,vas startled at 
tho lllagnitude of the SHIn, and was son1e days hesi- 
tating in Iny Inilld whether I could \vith propriety ad- 
n1Ït of it": \vhereas he well knew that the three SlU11S 
alone of which the nece
sities aforesaid had cOlupelled 
the discovery did greatly exceed that stun of which at 
the first hearing he affccts to have been so exceed- 
ingly alarlncd and thrown into a state of hesitation 
\vhich continued for sonle ùay
, and although he, the 
said Hastings, ,vas conscions that he had at the very 
tiu1e authorized an estaLlisJllnellt to 11101'e than four 
tiDIes the alllOtulÌ thereof. 


XCV. That, in the said deceits, prevarications, 
contradictions, lllalicious accusations, fraudulent con- 
ceahnents, and compelled discoveries, as well as in the 
said secret, corrupt, and prodigal disposition of the 
revenues of Oude, as well as in his breach of faith to 
the Nabob, in continuing expensive estaLlisJlll1Cnts 
under a private a.gent of his own after he had agreed 
to relllove the COlnpallY's ag-ent, the said \Van'en 
Hastings is guilty or an high offence and Ini
de- 
rneanor, 
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^ 
XVII,-:MAHO)lED REZA KHAN. 


I. THAT it \vas the declared polic,V of the COlnpa- 
ny, on the acquisition of the dewanny of Bengal, to 
continue the country governlnent, under the inspec- 
tion of the Resident at the Nabob's durbar in the first 
instance, and that of the President and Council in 
the last; and for that purpose they did stipulate to 
assign, for the support of the dignity of the N abol), 
an annual allo\vance from the revenues, equal to four 
hundred thousand pounds a year. 


II. That, during the country government, the prin- 
cipal activo person in the adlninistration of affairs, for 
rank, and for reputation of probity, and of kno\vledge 
in the re"\enues and the laws, ,vas :r.Iahorned Reza 
Khân, ,vho, besides largo landed property, was pos- 
sessed of offices' whose omoltunents alnounted nearly, 
if not altogether, to ono hundred thousand pounds a 
year. 


IV.* That the Company's servants, in the begin- 
ning, were not conversant in the affairs of the reve- 
nue, and stood in need of natives of integrity and ex- 
perience to act in the lllanagelnent thereof. On that 
ground, as well as in regard to tho rank which 
Ia- 
hon1ed Reza Khân held in the country, and the con- 
fidence of the people in hinI, they, tho President and 
Council, did inform the Court of Directors, in their 
letter of the 30th of Septen1ber, 1765, that, " as )Ia- 
hOlned Reza Khân's short adlninistration was irre- 
proachable, they determined to continue hhn in a 
share of the authority"; and this illforlnation was 
not given lightly, but was founded upon an inquiry 


.. Sic orig. 
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into his conduct, and a minute ex
unination of charges 
filade agaill
t hiln by his rivals in the Nabob's court, 
- they ha \Tillg insinuated to the N aboh that a design 
was fonned for deposing hÜn, and placing l\Iahol1led 
Reza on his throne; hut, on exalninatiol1, the Presi- 
dent and Council declare, that "he had so openly 
a.nd candidly accounted for every rupee disbursed from 
the treasury, that they could not, without injury to 
his character, and injustice to his conduct during his 
short a(hninistration, refuse continuing hiln in a share 
of the goverlunen t." 


V. That the COlnpany had reason to be satisfied 
with the arrallgelnent lnade, so far as it regarded 
hiln: the President and Council having infol'll1ed 
then1, in the following year, in their letter of the 9th 
of Decenlber, 17G6, that" the large increase of the 
revenue lnust in a great nleasnre be ascribed to -1\11". 
Sykes's assiduity, and to .Jllalwrned Reza Kltân's pro- 
found knowledge in the finances." 


VI. That the then President and Council, finding 
it necessary to lnake several reforIns in the adlninis- 
tration, ,vere principally aided in the saIne hy the 
sng
e
tioll. adyice, and a
sistance of the said 
Ia- 
hOIlled Reza l(hân; and in. their letter to the Court 
of nirectors uf the 24th of June, 1767, they state 
their resolution of reducing- the cnlohunonts of office, 
which before had arisen froln a variety of presents 
and other perquisities, to fixed allo'wances; and they 
state the nlerits of 
Iaholned Rcza IChân therein, as 
well as the Ï1nportanco, dignity, and responsibility of 
his station, in the following lnanner. 
"lUaholllcd Reza l{'hân has now of himself, with 
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great delicacy of honor, represented to us the evil con- 
sequences that Illust ensue fro1l1 the continuance of 
this practice, - since, by suffering the principal offi- 
cer!;; of the goverUluent to depend for the support of 
their dignity on th(l precariou
 fund of perqui
ite
, 
they in a J11anner oblige the1l1 to pur
ue oppre:-:sive 
and corrupt Ineasures, equal1y injurious to the COUIl- 
try and the C01l1}Jany; and they accordingly assigned 
twelve lac of rupees for the 111aintenance and sup- 
port of the said )Iaho1l1ed Reza Khân, and two other 
principal person
, who held in their hands the D10st 
important elnployn1ents of that governnlent, - baving 
regard to their elevated stations, and to the expedi- 
ency of Sl1 pportillg thel11 in all the show and parade 
requisite to keep up the authority and influence of 
their respective offices, as they are all n1en of weight 
and consideration in the country, who held places of 
great trust and profit under the forn1er governluent. 
'Ye further propose, by thi
 act of generosity, to en- 
gage their cordial seryice
, and confirnl thenl steady 
in our intere
ts; since they cannot hope, fro1l1 the 
Dl0st successful ambition, to rise to greater advan- 
tages by any chance or revolution of affairs. At the 
saIne tÏIne it was reasonable we should not lose sight 
of )Iaholned Reza I
hân 
s past service
. He has pur- 
sued the COlnpany's intere
t with steadiness and dili- 
gence; his ahili ties qualify hinl to pcrfonl1 the nlost 
in1portallt scryices: the unfivoidaLle charges of his 
particular situation are great; in dignity he stands 
second to ihe X abob only; - and as he engages to 
increase the re,enues, without illju
tice or oppres- 
sion, to l110re than the an10unt of his salary, and to 
relinrJltlsh tlllJ.
C ad
'antages, to the amount of ei!Jht lacs 
of '1"zpees per annum, which he heretofore enjoyed, we 



182 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


, 


thought it proper, in the distribution of salaries, to 
consider 
Iahomed Reza Khân in a light superior to 
the other n1Ïnisters. ,Ye have only to observe fur- 
ther, that, great and cnorn10US as the Stun nlust ap- 
pe
r ,vhich ,ve have allotted for the support of the 
n1illis.ters of the governn1ent, ,ve ,vill not hesitate to 
pronounce that it is necessary and reasonable, and 
,vill appear so on the consideration of the po,yer 
which Ine11 elnployed on these in1portant seryices 
hayo either to obstruct or prolnote the public good, 
unless their integrity be confirmed by the ties of 
gratitude aud interest." 


VII. That the said 
fahol11ed Reza Khân contin- 
ued, with the san1e diligence, spirit, and fidelity, to 
execute the trust reposed in hÏIn, which compre- 
hended a large proportion of the ,veight of govern- 
ment, and particularly of the collections; and his 
attachment to the interest of the C01l1pany, and his 
extensiyo knowledge, ,vere again, in the course of 
the year 1767, fully acknowledged, and stated to the 
Court of Directors. And it further appears that 
by an incessant application to business his health 
was considerably Ïlnpaired, which gave occasion in the 
year follo,ving, that is, in February, 17G8, to a fresh 
acknowledglnent of his services in these terl11S: ,,, 'Ve 
must, in justice to 
Iahonlcd Reza I{hân, express the 
high sense we entertain of his abilities, and of tho in- 
defatigable attention he has sho,vn in the execution 
of the ilnportan t trust reposed in hitn ; and we cannot 
but lan1ent the prospect of losing his services fro1l1 
the present declining state of his health." 


VIII. That as in the increase of the revenue the 
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said 
Iaholned Rcza I
hâll was employed as a person 
likely to itnproye the 
alne without detriment to the 
people, so, when the state of any province seemed to 
require a ren1i
sion. he was elnployed as a person 
disposed to the relief of the people without fraud to 
the rcyenue; anù this was expressed by the Presi- 
dent and Council as follo,vs, with relation to the re- 
ll1issions granted in the pro\Tince of Bahar: "That 
the general knowledge of 
lahQmed Reza Khân, in 
all ll1atters relative to the dewanny revenues, induced 
us to consent to such deductions being ll1ade from 
the general state of that province at the last poonah 
as InaY be deen1ed irrecoverable, or such as 111ay pro- 
cure an iU1111ediate relief and encourageu1ent to the 
ryots in the future cultivation of their lands." 


IX. That the said 
fahomed Reza Khâll, in the 
execution of the said great and Î1uportant trusts and 
powers, was not so n1l.lch as suspected of an aluhitious 
or encroaching spirit, which might make hin1 danger- 
ous to the C0l11pany's then recent authority, or which 
luight render his precedence injurious to the consider- 
ation due to his colleagues in office; but, on the con- 
trary, it appears, that, a plan having been adopted for 
dividing the achl1inistration, in order to ren10ve the 
Kabob"s jealousies, the saIne was in danger of being 
subyerted by the aU1bition " of two of his colleagues, 
and tlte exce,
.
ive ]}wderation oj' JIalwnzed Re.za !{lll1n," 
And for a relnedy of the inconyenieucies which might 
arise from the excess of an acconuuodating tell1per, 
though attcnded with irreproachable integrity, the 
President and Council did send one of their own lue111- 
bers, as their deputy, to the Nabob of Bengal, at his 
capital of 
Ioorshedabad; and this 111eaSUre appears tu 
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have been adopted for the support of 
Iahon1ed Reza 
Khân, in consequence of an inquiry nlade and advice 
given by Lord Clive, in his letter of the 3d of July, 
1765, in \vhich letter he expresses hiInself of the said 
Mahon1ed Reza Khân as follows: "It is \vith pleasure 
I can acquaint you, that, the more I see of ....1Iahomed Re- 
za Khán, the stronger is 1'ny conviction of his honor and 
moderation, but that, at the sanIe tinIe, I cannot help 
observing, that, either from timidity or an C
Toneous 
principle, he is too ready to snbn1it to encroaclnllcnts 
upon that proportion of power that has been allotted 
him." 


X. That, the Nabob J affier Ali Khân dying in 
February, 17 65, 
Iaho111ed Reza Khân was appoint- 
ed guardian to his children, and adn1Ïnistrator of his 
office, or regent, which appointlneut the Court of 
Directors did approve. But the party opposite to 

Iahonled Rcza !{hân having continued to cabal 
against him, sundry accusations were fralned relative 
to oppression at the ti111e of the fm;nillc, and for a 
balance due during his elnployn1ent of collector of 
the revcnues; upon which the Directors did order 
him to be deprived of his office, and a strict inquiry 
to be Inade into his conduct. 


XI. That the said Warren Hastings, then lately 
appointed to the Presidency, did, on the 1st of April, 
and on the 24th of September, 1772, write letters to 
the Court of Directors, infonning thelll that on the 
very next day after he had received (as he asserts) 
their private orders, "addressed to hinlself alone," 
and not to the board, he did dispatch, by express 111es- 
sengers, his orders to Mr. ltliddleton, the Resident at 
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the Kabob's court at )Ioorshedabad, in a public char- 
acter and trust ,vith the Nabob, to arrest, in his capi- 
tal, and at his court, and without any previous notice 
given of any charge, his principal n1inister, the afore- 
said )Iaholned Reza I
hân, and to bring hiln down to 
Calcutta; and he did carefully conceal his said pro- 
ceedings from the knowledge of the board, on pretext 
of his not being acquainted with their dispositions, 
and the influence which he thought that the said 
Ia- 
homed Reza Khâll had alnongst theIne 


XII. That the said Warren Hastings, at the time 
he gave his orders as aforesaid for arresting the said 
}'Iahon1ed Reza Khân, did not take any Ineasures to 
compel the appearance of any other persons as wit- 
nesses, - declaring it as his opinion, ,. that there 
would be little need of violence to obtain such intelli- 
gence as they could give against their former lllaster, 
when his authority is taken froln him"; but he did 
afterwards, in excuse for the long de ten tion and im- 
prisolunent of the said )Iahon1cd Reza Khân, without 
any proofs having been ohtained of his guilt, or meas- 
ures taken to bring him to a trial, assure the Directors, 
in direct contradiction to his forl11er declaration, " that 
the influence of 1tlaholned Reza Khân still prevailed 
generally throughout the country, in the Nabob's 
household, and at the capital, and ,vas scarcely affect- 
ed by his present disgrace," - notwithstanding, as he, 
the said Hastings, doth confess, he had used his ut- 
most endeavors "to break that influence, by remov- 
ing his dependants, and putting the direction of all 
the affairs that had been con1mitted to his care into 
the hands of the 'most poweiful or active of /tis enemies; 
that he depended on the actiyity of their hatred to 
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Iahomed Reza Khân, incited by the expectation of 
rewards, for investigating the conduct of the latter; 
. that with this the institution of the l10W dewanllY 
coincided; and that the saIne principle had guided 
hin1 in the choice of Munny Beguln and Rajah 
G'ourdas, - the fornler for the chief adlninistration, 
the latter" (the son of Nundcoll1ar, and a 111ere in- 
strument in the hands of his father) " for the de\v- 
anny of the Nabob's household,- both the declared 
enel1des of 
rahuilled Reza IChâu." 


XIII. That, although it nlight be true that ene- 
11lies ,viII becolne the Inost active prosecutors, and as 
such l1lay, though uuder n1uch guard and 111any pre- 
cautions, be used even as witnesses, and that it ought 
not to be an exception, supposing their character and 
capacity otherwise good, to the appointing them to 
power, yet to advance persons to power on the ground 
not of their honor and integrity, which 111ight have 
produced the ennlity of bad Inon, but 111erely for the 
enulity itself, ,vithout any reference whatsoever to a 
laudable cause, and eyen with a declared ill opinion 
of the 11lorals of one of the party, such as was actuallr 
delivered in the said letter by hiln, the said Hastings, 
of Nundcoinar, (and which tilne has ShO\Vll he l1light 
also on good ground have conceived of others,) ,va
, 
in the circunlstances of a crÜninal inquiry, a lllotive 
highly disgraceful to the honor of governlnent, and 
destructive of inlpartial justice, by holding out the 
greatest of all possible tel1lptation to false aceusation, 
to corrupt and factious conspiracies, to peljury, and 
to every species of injustice and oppression. 


XIV. That, in consequence of the afore
aic1 1110- 
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tives, and others pretelldeù. which were by no means 
a sufficient justification to the said 'Varren Hastings, 
he did appoint the 'VOllUUl aforesaid, called 
Iunny . 
Begull1, who had been of the lowest and lnost discred- 
itable order in society, according to the ideas prcva- 
lent in India, but fro111 'Vh0111 he received. several 
f3UnlS of !l10ne}', to be guardian to the N auob in pref- 
erence to his own nlother, and to administer tlte affairs 
oj' tlte goverJl1nent in the place of the said )Iahomed 
Rcza I
hàn, the second ltIussllhnan in rank after the 
Nabob, and the first in knowledge, gravity, ,veight, 
aud character anlong the )Iussuhnen of that provinqe. 
And in order to try every lllethod and to take every 
chance for his destruction, the said 'Yarren Hastings 
did lnaliciously and oppre
sively kcep hÏ1n under con- 
fillenlcut, for a part of the till1e without any inquiry, 
and afterwards ,vith a slow and dilatory trial, for two 
years together. 


xv. That, notwithstanding a total rcvolution in 
the power, in part avowedly Inade for his destruc- 
tioll, the persons appointed for his trial did, on full 
inquiry, cOlllpletely acquit the said )Iaholned Reza 
Khâll of the crin1Ïnal charges against hiln, on account 
of which he had been so long persccuted and con- 
fined, and suffered nnlch in n1Înd
 body, and fortune: 
and the Court of Dircctor
, in their letter of the 3d 
of 
Iarch, 1775, testify their sati:jfaction in the con- 
duct and result of the said inquiry, and did direct 
the restoration of the said l\Iaholned Rcza I(hân to 
liberty, and to the offices \vhich he had lately held, 
\\?hich con1prehended the n1allagenlellt of the Nabob's 
household, and the general superintendency of the 
justice of Bengal; but, according to the orders of 
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the Court of :Directors, his appointInents were re- 
duced to thirty thousand pounds a year, or therea- 
bouts, of which he did make grievous conlplaint, on 
account of the expenses attendant on his station, 
and the heavy deLts which he had Leen oLliged to 
contract during his unjust persecution and Ünpris- 
Oillneut aforesaid. 


XVI. That, on the renloval of the said l\Iahonled 
Reza Khân fron1 the superintendency of the crin1Ïnal 
ju
tice, and in consequence of letting the province 
of Bengal in fann by the said \Varrell Hastings, sev- 
eral dangerous and lnischievous innovations were 
Inade by hiln, the said 'Varrell Hastings, and the 
criminal justice of the country was almost ,vholly 
subverted, and great irregularities and disorders did 
actually ensue. 


XVII. That the Council-Genernl, established by act 
of Parliainent in the year 1773, did restore the said 
l\{ahoined Reza l{hân, ,vith the consent and approba- 
tion of the Nabob, (but under a protest from the said 
Warren IIastings,) to his liberty aud to his offices, ac- 
cording to the spirit of the orders given by the Court 
of Directors as aforesaid; and the Court of Directors 
did approve of the said appointInent, and did assure 
the said l\Iahoined Reza Khân of their favor and pro- 
tection as long as his conduct should merit the saIne, 
in the following tenns. "As the aLilities of l\faholllcd 
Rcza Khân have Leen sufficicntly lnallifested, as offi- 
cial expcrience qualifics hÏ1n for so high a station ill 
a 1110re clllincnt degree than any other nati,'o with 
whoin tho COlnpany has beon conllocted, and as no 
oroofs of lnaladlninistratioll havo boen cstaLlished 
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against hiln, either during the strict ilrrestigation of 
his conduct or since his retirelnent, we cannot under 
all CirCU111stances but approye your recon1mendation 
of hiln to the X ahob to constitute hilll his X aib. We 
are "
ell pleased that he has received that appoint- 
Inel1t
 and authorize you to assure hin1 of our favor, 
so long as a finn attacillnent to the interest of the 
COlllpany and a proper discharge of the duties of his 
station shall rondeI' hin1 worthy of our protection." 
,And the said )1ahollled Reza Khân did continue to 
execute the saU1e without any complaint whatsoever 
of malversation or negligence, in any manner or de- 
gree, in his said office. 


XYIII. That in 
Iarch, 1778, the said Warren 
Hastings, under color that the Nabob had completed 
his twentieth year, and had desired to be placed in 
the entire and uncontrolled n1anagen1ent of his own 
affairs, and that )1ahon1ed Reza Khân should be re- 
1110yed fro1l1 his office. and that )1 unny Beglun, his 
step-Illother, the dancing-girl aforesaid, " should take 
on herself the 111anagen1ent of the nizanlllt [the gov- 
ern111ent and general superintendency of crilninaljus- 
tice] without the interference of any person what- 
soever," and nutwrith
tanding the contradictions in 
the pretended applications froln the Kabob, with 
,vho
e incapacity for all affairs he was well ac- 
quainted. did, in defiance of the orders of the Court 
of nil'ectol'
, and without regard to the infalny of an 
arrangclllent Inade fo
 the e\
iclent and declared pur- 
pose of delivering not only the faluily with the prince, 
but the goVel'llll1Cnt and justice of a great kingdoln, 
into such in
ufficient, corrupt, and scandalous hands, 
and though he has declared his opinion" that our na- 
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tional character is concerned in the character which 
the Nabob n1ay obtain in the public opinion," on ob- 
taining a Inajority in Council, without any c0111plaint, 
real or pretended, rernove the said 1\Iahon1ed Reza 
frorn all his offices, and did partition his salary as a 
spoil in the following rnanne1': to 1\Iunny Begurn, 
the dancing-girl aforesaid, an additional allowance 
of 72,000 rupees C 7 ,200l.) a year; to the Nabob's 
own mother but half that sun1, that is to S3Y, 36,000 
rupees C 3,600l,) a year; to Rajah Gourdas, son of 
Nundco111ar, C'Vh01l1 he had described as a ,yeak 
young man,) 72,000 rupees C 7,2001.) a year, as con... 
troller of the household; and to a 111agistra te called 
Sudder ul Hock, who, in real subser\yicncy to the said 
l\funny Begnrn, ,vas non1inally to act in the depart... 
111cnt of criminal justice, 78,000 rupees (7 ,800l.) a 
year: the total of which allo\vances exceeding the' 
salary of 
lahorned Reza Khân by 18,000 rupees 
(1,800l.) yearly, he did, for the corrupt and scan- 
dalous purposes aforesaid, order the sarne to be made 
up frorn the Cornpany's treasury. 


XIX. That 1\11'. Francis and 1\11'. Wheler having 
moved that the execution of the aforesaid arrange... 
111ent, the ,vhole expense of which, ordinary and ex- 
traordinary, \V3S charged npon the Con1pany's treasu- 
ry, and therefore could not he even color3bly di!'posed 
of at the pretended will of the said Nabob, r11ight be 
suspended until the ple3sure of the Court of Direc- 
tors thereon should be known, and the sarne being re- 
solved agreeably to la,v by a majority of the Council 
then present, the said Hastings, urging on violently 
the in1n1ediate execution of his corrupt project, and 
having obtained, by the return of Richard Barwell, 
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quire
 a Inajority in Oouncil in bis own casting 
vote, did rescind the aforesaid resolution, and did 
carry into in1n1ediate execution the aforesaid n10st 
unwarrantable, n1ischievous, and scandalous design. 


xx. That the consequences which might be ex- 
pected fron1 such a plan of adininistration did ahnost 
instantly flow froln it. For tl.le person a.ppointed 
to exeeu te one of the offices which had been filled by 
)Iahon1ed Reza !{hân did soon find that the eunuchs 
of 
Iunny Begun1 began to employ their po\ver with 
great superiority and insolence in all the concerns 
of govel'lunent and the adIninistration of ju
tiee, and 
did endeavor to dispose of the offices relative to the 
saIne for their corrupt purposes, and to rob the N a- 
,bob's servants of their due allowances; and in his 
letter of the 1st Septen1ber, 1778, he sent a com- 
plaint to the board, stating, " that certain bad men 
had gained an ascendency over the Nabob's tel11per, 
by whose instigation he acts"; and after complaining 
of the slights he received frOl11 the Nabob, he adds: 
" Th us they en use the Nabob to treat 111e, s0111etin1es 
with indignity, at others \vith kindness, just as they 
think proper to advise hinl; their vie\v is, that, by 
compelling nle to di
pleasure at most un\vorthy treat- 
ment, they 111ay force 111e either to relinquish Iny sta- 
tion, or to join with then1, and act by their advice, 
and appoint creatures of their reconnnendation to 
the different offices, frOln \vhich they n1Ìght dra\v 
profit to thel11selves." 


XXI. That, in a subsequent letter to the Gover- 
nor, the said Superintendent of Justice did inform 
him, the said Warren Hastings, of the audacious and 



192 


ARTICLES OF CHARGH 


corrupt Ina11ne1:" in which, by violence, fraud, and 
forgery. the eunuchs of 
funny Beguln had. abused 
the K abou's nalne, to deprive the judicial and exec- 
utory officers of justice of the salaries ,vhich they 
ought to have drawn f1'on1 the 00111pany's treasury, 
in the following ,vords: "The Beguln's n1Ïllisters, 
before 111Y arrival, ,vith tl!e advice of their coullsel- . 
10rs, caused the Nabob to sign a receipt, in conse- 
quence of which they received, at two different tilnes, 
near 50,000 rupees [5,000l.], in the nalne of the 
officers of the A.dawlut, Phousdary, &c., fron1 the 
Company's sircars; and having drawn up an ac- 
count-current in the 'lnanner they wished, they had got 
the Nabob to sign it, and sent it to me." And in 
the saIne letter he asserts, "that these people had 
the N ahob entirely Ìli their power." 


XXII. That the said Warren Hastings, upon this 
representation, did, notw'ithstanding his late pretend- 
ed opinion of the fitness and the right of the Nabob to 
the sole adlninistration of his o,vn affairs, authorita- 
tively forbid him from any interference therein, and 
ordered that the ,vhole should be left to the lnagistrate 
aforesaid; to which the Nabob did, notwithstanding 
his pretended independence, yield an Ìlnlnediate and 
unreserved sublnission: for the said [Iastings's order 
being given on the 1st of Septell1ber at Oalcutta, he 
received an answer froIn !loorshedabad on the 3d, in 
the following tenl1s: "Agreeàbly to your pleasure, I 
11:1\.e relinquished aU concern with the affairs of the 
Phou
dary and Ada,vlut, leaving the entire Inallage- 
Incnt in Sndder ul I-Iock's hands." 'Vhich said cir- 
ClUl1stance, as well as many others, abundan tly proves 
that all the Nabob's actions were in truth and ft-lCt en- 
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tirely governed lJy the influence of the said Hastings, 
and that, however the said IIastings Inay have pub- 
licly dif'conraged the corrupt transactions of the said 
court, yet he did secretly uphold the authority and 
influence of 
Iunny BeguIn, who did entirely direct, 
\\
ith his knowledge and countenance, all the proceed- 
ings therein. For 


XXIII. That on the 13th of the san1e n10llth of 

eptelnber he did receive a further conlplaint of the 
corrupt and fraudulent practices of the chief eUlluc"11 
of the t:aid 
Iunny Begulll; and these corrupt prac- 
tices did so continue and increase, that on the 10th of 
October, 1778, he was obliged to confes
, in the stron- 
gest tenus, the pernicious consequences of his before- 
created unwarrantable and illegal arrangelnents; for, 
in a letter of that date to the Nabob, he expresses 
hilnself as follows. ",At your Ex.cellency's request, 
I sent Sudder ul II ock Khâll to take ou hinl the ad- 
nIÏnistratioll of the affairs of the .Adawlut and Phous- 
dary, and hoped by that means not only to have gÏ\
en 
satif'faction to your Excellency, but that, through his 
ahilities and experience, these affairs would have been 
conducted in such manner as to have secured the 
peace of the country and the happiness of the peo- 
pie; and it is 'with the greatest concern I learn that 
this lneasnre is so far fron1 being attended with the 
expected advantages, that the affaÏ1
s both of the 
Phousc1ary and Adawlut are in the greatest confusion 
iluaginable, and daily robberies and nlurders are per- 
petrated throughout the country. This is evidently 
owing to the want of a proper authority in the person 
appointed to superintend them. I therefore addressed 
r;HlI
 Excellency on the importance and delicacy of 
VOL, IX. 13 
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the affairs in question, and of thc neccssity of lodg- 
ing full power in the hands of the person cho
ell to 
adll1Ïnister them; in reply to which your Excellency 
expressed selltilncnts coincident "ith luine; notwith- 
standing ,vhich, your depcndants and people, actu- 
ated by selfish and ava'J'icious views, have by their 
interference so Ùnpeded the business as to throw the 
'whule country into a state of cOllfltsion, front 1l'lticlt 
nothing can 'J.etrieve it but an unlimited pou'er laelyed 
in the hands of tlt,c superintendent. . I therefore request 
that yonI' Excellency ,viII give the strictest injunctions 
to all your dependants not to interfere in any luanneI' 
,,
ith any matter relative to the affairs of the A.,dawlut 
and Phousdary, and that you will yourself relinquish 
all interference therein, and leave then1 cntirely to the 
111anagenlent of Sndder ul l-Iock I(hân: this is ahso- 
lutely necessary to restore the country to a state of 
tranquillity." .And he concluded by again reC0111- 
lllending the Nabob to ,vithdra,v all interference with 
the adll1Ïnistrator aforesaid: "otherwise a 11leasurc 
'which I adopted at your Excellcncy's request, and 
,,,,ith a view to your satisfaction and the benefit of the 
country, will be attended ,vith quite contrary effects, 
and bring discredit on 11le." 


XXIV. That the said IIastings, in the lettcr afore- 
. said, in ,vhich he so strongly condclll11s the acts and 
so clearly marks out the lnischievous effects of the 
corrupt influcnce under which alone the Nabob actcd, 
and undcr ,vhich alone, fronl his known incapacity, 
and his dependence on the person supportc
 by the 
said IIastings, he could act, did proposc to put all the 
offices of justice (which on anolher occasion he had 
requested hinl to pe'i"l1lÍt to rClllain in the hands w hicl 
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then held theln) into his own disposal, - telling him, 
or rather the WOluan and eunuchs who governed him, 
" that, if his Excellency has any plan for the 11lanage 
Jnent of the affairs in future, be pleased to couul1uni 
cate it to me, and every attention shall be paid to give 
YOllr Excellency satisfaction": by ,vhich Uleans not 
only particular parts, as before, but the "\,hole systelll 
of ju
tice was to be afloat, and to be f'ubject to the 
purpuses of the aforesaid corrupt cabal of WOHlen and 
eunuchs. 


XXV. That the Court of Directors, on receIvIng 
an account of the abo,e arrangeinents, and being 
well apprised of the spirit, intention, and probable 
effect of the f:anle, did, in a clear, firm, and decisive 
nlanller, express their condemnation of the measure, 
and their rejection and reprobation of all the pre- 
tended grounds and reasons on which the saIne was 
supported, -lnarking distinctly his pre\
arication and 
contradictions in the saine, and pointing to hiln their 
full conyiction of the unworthy nlotives on which he 
had luade so shalueful an arrangenlent: telling him, 
in the 17th paragraph of their general letter of the 
4th of February, 1779, "The Xabob's letters of the 
25th and 30th of August, of the 3d of September, 
:J.nd 17th of X ovember, leave us no doubt of the true 
design of this extraordinarlJ business being to bring 
forward :\lunny Beguln, and again to invest her with 
Ünproper power and influence, notwithstanding our 
former declaration, that so great a part of the N a- 
bob"s allowance had been enlbezzled and misapplied 
under her superintendence." 


XX'
I. That, in consequence of the censure and 
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cOlldell1uation of the unwarrantaLle 111easures of the 
said 'Varren Hastings by the Court of Directors, 
on the aforesaid and other weighty and substantial 
grounds, they did order and direct as follo'ws, in the 
20th paragraph of the general letter of the 
anle 
date. "As ,ve demn it for the ,yelfare of the country 
that the office of Naib 8ubahdar be for the present 
continued, and that this high office 
hould he filled 
by a person of "risdoln, expericnce, and of approyed 
fidelity to the COlnpany, and as ,ve have no reason 
to alter the opinion given of )Iaholned Reza IChân 
in our letter of the 24th of Deceluber, 1776, we posi- 
tively direct, that you forthwith signify to the :Kabob 

Iobarek ul Dowlah our pleasure that l\Iahonlûd Rcza 
I{hâll be ill1nlediately restored to the office of N aib 
Subahdar; and we further dircct, that l\Iaholned Re- 
za I{hân be again assured of the con tin uance of our 
favor, so long as a firln attacl11nent to the interest 
of the COlnpany and a proper discharge of the duties 
of his station shall render hÏ1n worthy of our protec- 
tion. " 


XX'TI!. That the aforesaid direction did convey in 
it such evident and cogent reason, and ,vas so far en- 
forced by justice to individuals and by regard to the 
peace and happiness of the natives, as well as by the 
conul1on decorunl to ùe observed in aU the transac- 
tions of goVel'lllnent, that the said IIastings ought to 
have yielded a cheerful obedience thereto, even if he 
had not been by a positive statute, and his relation 
of servant to the Company, bound to that just sub- 
mission. Yet the said ITastings did, without deny
 
illg or evading anyone of the reasons assigned by the 
Court of Directors, or controverting the scandalous 
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motives assigned lJy thel11 for his conduct, contuma- 
ciously refuse obedience to the aboye positive order, 
on pretence that the :x aLob, who, he had declared it 
on record" to be as visible as the light of the sun, 
is a 111cre pageant, and without eyen the shadow of 
authority," did dissent from the saIne; and he did 
enconrage the said 
 alJob, or rather the eun nchs, the 
corrupt nlÏllisters of 
IunllY Beglun, to oppose hilnsclf 
and t11en1sel,es to the authority of the said Court 
of Dircctors: by which 111cans the arrangén1ent, three 
tilues either ratified or expressly ordered by theIn, 
was wholly defeated; the aforesaid corrupt systeul 
,'{as continueù; )Iahollled Reza Khân was not r
- 
stored to his office; and a lesson was taught to the 
uati,es of all ranks, that the dec1ared approbation, 
the avowed sanction, and the decided authority of 
the Court of Directors were wholly nugatory to their 
protection against the corrupt influence of their se1'- 
van ts. 


X X '"TI I I. That the said "r arren Hastings, on a 
rcconciliation ",
ith )11'. Francis, one of the Council- 
General, who Inade it a condition thereof that certain 
of the Con1pany's orders should be obeyed, and that 
)lah0111cù Rcza Khân should be restored to his offi- 
ces, diù, a considerahle tiu1e after, notwithstanding 
the pretended reluctance of the Kabob, and his p'1'e- 
tended freeÙOll1, Inake, for his convenience in the 
said accollllllodation, the arrangen1cnt which he had 
unwarrantaLly and illegally refused to the orders of 
the Court of Directors, and did of his own authority 
and that of the board restore 
Iahonled Reza Khân 
to his offices. 
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XXIX. That soon after the departure of the said 
AIr. Francis he did again deprive the said 
Iahonled 
Rcza Khâll of his said offices, and did luake several 
grcat changes ill the constitution of the crin1Ïnal 
justice in the said country; and after having, under 
pretence of the K aLub's sufficiency for the lllallagc- 
Inellt of his own affairs, dif'placcd, \vithout any spe- 
cific charge, trial, or inquiry whatsoever, the said 

Iaholned Reza Khân, he did sulnnit the said NaLob 
to the entire ùirection, in all parts of his concerns, of 
a Resident of his o\vn non1Ïnation, Sir John D'Oyly, 
Baronet, and did order an account of the 1110st n1Ï- 
uute parts of his dOlnestic econo1l1Y to be lllade out, 
and to be dclivercd to the said Sir John D'Oyly, in 
the follo\ving words, contained in a paper by hilll 
intituled, INSTRUCTIO
S fron1 the Goycrnor-Gcn- 
eral to the Nabob 
IoLarek ul Dowlah respecting his 
conduct in the lnanagenlcnt of his affairs. " You 
\viH he pleased to dircct your 'Jnutseddies to fonn 
an account of the fixed SUlns of your Inonthly ex- 
penses, sueh as servants' wagcs in the differcn t de- 
partlnellts, pensions, and other allowances, as well as 
of the estilnated all10un t of variable expenses, to be 
dclivered to Sir John D'Oyly for '}}
y inspection. I 
hayc givcn such ord.crs to Sir John D'Oyly as \vill 
enable hiln to propose to you such reductions of the 
pensions and other allowances, and such a distribu- 
tion of the variaLle expenses, as shall be proportion- 
aLle to the total SHIn of your Inonthly incolne; and I 
'Jnust rrequest you will conform, to it." And he did, in 
the subsequcnt artieles of his said instructions, order 
the \vhole Inanagenlcn t to ùe dirccted ùy Sir J oha 
D'Oyly, subject to his O\Vll directiuns as aforesaid; 
and did even dir
ct ,vhat cOlllpallY he should keep; 
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and did throw reflections on sonle persons, in places 
the nearest to hiln, as of bad character and base ori- 
gin, - persons WhOlll he should decline to nalne as 
such, "unle
s he heard that they still availed them- 
seh-es of his goodness to retain tlte placeð which they 
Ünproperly hold near his person." .A,lld he diù par- 
ticularly order the said 
 abob not to adn1Ït any Eng- 
lish, but such as the said Sir John D"Oyly should 
approve, to his presence; and did repeat the 
aid 
order in the following peremptory lllanller: 
, You 
'/7Hust forbid any person of tlutt nation to be intruded 
into your presence ,,
ithout his introduction." Å..nd 
he did require hi
 obedience in the following author- 
itative style: "I shall think 111y
elf ohliged to inter- 
fere in another manner, if you neglect it." 


XXX. That he, the said Warren Hastings, did 
insult the capti ,
e condition of the said X abob by 
inforn1Ïng hill1, in his Ï111pcrious instructions afore- 
said, that this total, Llind, and inlplicit obedience, 
in every respect whatsoever, to Sir John D'Oyly and 
hilllself personally, and without any reference to the 
boarù, ",vas the ycry condition.'] of the compliance 
of the Goyernor-General and Council with his late 
requisition "; which requisition was, that he should 
enjoy tlte free and uncontrolled Inanagen1.ellt of his 
own affairs. _tnd though the said captive did offer, 
a
 he, the I'aid Hastings, hÏ1nself admits, four lacs of 
his stipend, at that tilne reduced to sixteen lac, for 
the free use of the renzainder, yet he did place hilll, 
the said X abob, in the state of servitude in the said 
instructions laid down but a very short tilHe after he 
had assulned and used the said Sabob's independent 
rights as a ground for refusing to obey the Com- 
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pallY's orders, - and although he has declared, 01 
pretended, on another occasion, which he 
"'ould have 
thought sin1Ïlar, that any attelllpt to lilnit the house- 
hold expcnses of the :Nabob of Oude was an indig- 
nity, " which no Inan living, however 111Can his rank 
in life, or dependent his condition in it, would per- 
n1Ït to be exercised by any other, ,vithout the 'want 
or forfeiture of every manly principle." 


XXXI. That the said Warren Hastings did order 
the said stipend (,yhich was to be distributed, in the 
lninute
t particular, according to the said IIastillgs's 
personal directions) to be paid Inonthly, not to any 
officer of the N abou, but to the said Resident, Sir 
John D'Oyly. .A..nd ,vhereas the Governor-General 
and Council did, on the appointnlent of 1\lahollled 
Reza !Chân, according to their duty, instruct hiIn, 
that" he do ,confol'ln to the orders of the COlnpany, 
which direct that an annual account of the Nabob's 
expcnses be transmitted through tho Resident at the 
])n1'1)ar, for the inspection of this board," the said 
IIastings, in Inaking his ne,v establishment in favor 
of hi
 Resident, did wholly olnit the said instruction, 
and did confine the said COl11111Unication to lâmself, 
pri vately. And in fact it does not appear that any 
account ,vhatsoever of the disposition of the said 
large sum, exceeding 160,000l. sterling a year, has 
been laid before the board, or at least that any such 
account has been translnitted to the Court of Direc- 
tors; and it is not fitting that any British servant 
of the Conlpany shoulù have the lllanageinent of any 
public lnoney, n1uch less of so great a SUIn, without 
a public well-vouched account of the specific expell. 
diture thereof. 
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XXXII. That the Court of Directors did, on the 
17th of )Iay, 1766, propose certain rules for regulat- 
ing the corre
pondence of the Resident with the X a- 
bob of Bengal, in w"hich they did direct, as a prin- 
ciple for the said regulations, as follows (paragraph 
lGth). ",y e would have his correspondence to be 
carried on with the Select GOJnmittee through the 
channel of the President: he should keep a diary 
of all his tran
actions. His correspondence with the 
natives must be publicly conducted: copies of all his 
letters, sent and received, be translnitted 1l1011Ìhly to 
the Presidency, ,vith duplicates and triplicates to be 
transll1Ïtted home in our general packet by every 
ship." 


XXXIII. That the President and Select Conl- 
mittee (Lord Clive being then President) did ap- 
prove of the whole substantial part of the said reg- 
ulation (the diary excepted); and the principle, in 
all Inatters of account, ought to have been strictly 
adhered to, whatever 1iInitations may have been given 
to the office of Resident. Yet he, the said "... arren 
Ha
tings
 in defiance of the aforesaid good rules, or- 
ders, and late precedent in confor111ity to the saIne, 
did not only ,vithhold any order for the purpose, but, 
in order to carryon the business of the said durhar 
in a clandestine 111anner for his own purposes, did, 
as aforesaid, exclude all English fronl an intercourse 
with the Xabob, who might carry c01l1plaints or 
representations to the board, or the Court of Di- 
rectors, of his condition, or the conduct of the Resi- 
dent, - and did further, to defeat all possible pub- 
licity, insinuate to him to give the preference to 
verbal COIlllllunication above letters, in the words 
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following, of the ninth article of his instructions to 
the Nabob: ".....\.lthough I desire to receive your let- 
ters freq nently, yet, as luany nuttters ,viII occur which 
cannot be so easily clplained by letters as by conver- 
sation, I desire that you will on such occasions giye 
your orders to hin1 respecting such points as you 
111ay desire to have ill1parteù to 111e; and I, po
t- 
poning eyery other concern, will give an illln1ediate 
and the 1110st satisfactory reply concerning then1." 
,Accordingly, no relation ,vhatsocver has lJeen re- 
ceived by the Court of Directors of the said Nahob's 
affairs, nor any account of the inoney lnonthly paid, 
except froin public fan10, whieh reports that his af- 
fairs are in great dif'orJer, his servant.s unpaid, and 
lllany of then1 dismissed, and all the l\Iussuhnen de- 
pendent on his family in a state of indigence. 


XVIII. - THE l\fOGUL DELIVERED UP TO THE MAH- 
RATTAS. 


1. TH.\.T Shah .L.tlhun, the prince COllllllonly called 
the Great l\Iogul, or, by en1illence, The King, is, or 
lately ,vas, in the possession of the ancient capital 
of IIindostan, and though ,vithout any considerable 
territory, and 'without a reyenue sufficient to lnain- 
tain a Ino(lerate state, he is still 111uch respected and 
considered, and the custody of his person is eagerly 
sought by lnany of the princes in India, on account 
of the use' to be made of his title and authority; 
and it ,vas for the interest of the East India Com- 
pany, that, while on one hand no 'val'S shall be en- 
tered into in support of his pretensions, on the other 
no steps should be taken which 111ay tend to deliver 
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hin1 in to the hanels of any of the po,verful states of 
that country, hut that he should be treated with 
friendship, good faith, and respectful attention. 


II. That Warren Hastings, in contradiction to this 
safe, ju
t, and honorable policy, strongly prescribed 
and enforced by the orders of the Court of Diroctor
, 
did, at a tin1e ,vhen he was engaged in a negotiation 
the declared purpo
e of which \\?as to giye peace to 
India, concur "ith the captain-general of the )lah 
ratta state, called )Iahdajee Sindia, in hostile designs 
against the few relnaining territories of that san1e 
)Iogul elnperOl", by ,irtue of ,vhosc grant the Com- 
pany actually ro
sess the goVel'lllnent and enjoy the 
reypnues of great proyinces, and aÌso against the 
po

e
:-sions of a )Iaholnedan chief called X udjif 
l\:.h:1n, a person of lunch lnerit ,vith the East India 
COlnpany, in acknowledglnent of which they had 
granted hiln a pension, included in the tribute due 
to the king, and, together with that tribute, taken 
fl'oln hilu by the said 'Yarren Jlastings, though ex- 
pl'e
sly guarantied to hin1 by the COlnpany. 'Yith 
both these po\\-ers the COlnpany had been in friend- 

hip, and 'were actnally at peace at the titne of 
the said clandestine concurrence in a design against 
then1; and the said Hastings hath since declared, 
that the right of one of thein, nalnely, "the right 
of the )Iogul emperor, to our assistance, has been 
constantly acknowledged." 


III. That the said 'Yarren Hastings, at the time 
of his treacherous concurrence in a desl gn against 
a power which he ,yas hin1self of opinion "?e ,,-ere 
bound to assist, and against 'WhOlll there "Tas no 
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doubt he was bound neither to for111 nor to concur 
in any hostile attenlpt, did give a caution to Colonel 
l\Iuir, to ,vho111 the negotiation aforesaid ,vas intrust- 
ed on the part of thr Company, against "inserting 
anything in the treaty ,vhich l11ight expressly Inark 
our knowledge of his [the 
Iahratta general's] view
, 
or concurrence in tltelll." Which said transaction was 
full of ùuplicity and fraud; and the crin1e of the said 
IIa:stinO"s therein is ao'oTavated b y his ha\Tin o ' some 
b bb b 
years before withheld the tribute which by treaty ,vas 
solelllllly agreed to be paid to the said king, on pre- 
tence that he had thrown hin1self, for the recovery of 
his city of Delhi, on the protection of the l\Iahrattas, 
whol11 the said Warren Hastings then called tlte natu- 
ral enemies of the COl11pallY, and the growth of ,vhose 
power he then alleged to be highly dangerous to the 
interests of this kingdol11 in India. 


IV. That, after having concurred, in the Inanner 
before 111entioned, in a design of the 
Iahrattas against 
the 
Iogul, and notwithstanding he, the said 'Varrell 
Hastings, had forl11erly declared, " that ,vith hiln [the 
l\Iogul] our connection had been a long tiine sus- 
pended, and Ite 'Wished never to see it 'renewed, as it 
had proyed a fatal drain to the wealth of Bengal and 
the treasury of the COlllpany, ,vithout yielding one 
advantage or possible resource, even of remote bene- 
fits, in return," the said 'Varren IIastings did never- 
theles
, on or about the 1110nth of l\farch, 1783, 'with 
the privity and consent of the 111elnbers of the board, 
but by no authoritative act, dispatch, as agents of 
hill1, the Governor-General only, and not as agents 
of the Governor-General and Council, as they ought 
to have been, certain persons, aillong ,vholn were 
fa- 



AGAI
ST WARREN HASTINGS. 


205 


jor Bro,vne and ßlajor Dayy, to the court of the king 
at Delhi, and did there enter into certain engage- 
Inents ,vith the said king by the Ineans of those agents, 
and did carryon certain private and dangerous in- 
trigues for various purposes, particularly for Inaking 
war in favor of the said king against sonle po,vers or 
princes not precisely described, but ,vhich, as may be 
inferred froB1 a subsequent cOITe
pondence, were cer- 
tain )Iaholnedan princcs in the neighborhood of Dclhi 
in alnity with the COlnpany, and some of theln at that 
thne in the actual service and in the apparent confi- 
dence and favor of the said 
fogul; and he did order 

Iajor Browne to ofter to the )Iogul king to provide 
for the entire expense of any troops the Shah [the said 
king] might require; and the proposal was accord- 
ingly accepted, with the conditions annexed: by 
which proposal and acccptance thereof the East India 
COlnpany was placed in a situation of great and per- 
plexing difficulty; since either they were to engage, 
at an unlinlited expense, ill llew wars, contrary to 
their orders, contrary to theIr general declared pol- 
icy, and contrary to the puLlished resolutions of the 
House of COllllllons, and ,vholly incompatible ,vith 
the 
tàte of their finances, or, to preserve peace, they 
must risk the Î111putation of a ne,v violation of faith, 
by departing froln an agreement lllade on the volun- 
tary proposal of their own government, - the agent 
of the said IIastings having declared, in his letter 
to the said IIastillgs, by him COllllllunicated to the 
board, "that the business of assisting the Shah [the 
:\Iogul emperor] can and 'rnust go on, if we wish to be 
secure in India, or regarded as a natioll of faith and 
honor." 
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,r. That the f'aid ,V arren IIa
ting
 did, on the 20th 
day of J <lnuary, 1784, 
end in ciecnlation to the oth- 
er ll1Clllhen; of the Council a l0tter to hin1 fe0111 hi
 
agent, )Iajor Browne, dated at Delhi, on the 30th of 
Deeeinbcl', 1783, viz., that letter to which the forego- 
ing references are 1nade, in which the 
aiù Browne 
did directly peess, and indirectly (though sufficiently 
and strongly) suggest, several highly dangerous l11cas- 
ur08 for realizing the gencral offers and engageilleuts 
of the said 'Yarren IIastings, - proposing, that, be- 
sides a proportion of field artillery, and a train of 
battering canllon for the purpose of sieges, six rcgi- 
1nents of sepoys in the Con1pany's service should be 
transferred to that of the said king
 and that certain 
other corps should also be raised for the said service 
in the English provinces and dependencies, to be i1n- 
111ediately uUller the kiug's [the l\Iogul's] orders, and 
to be lllaintained by assign111ents of territorial re\Te- 
uue ,vithin the province of Qude, a dependent 111e111- 
LeI' of the. British go'{erIllllent, Lut \vith a cantion 
against having any British officer with the sanle; the 
said !Iajor Browne expressing his caution as follow- 
eth: "If any Ellro}Jeall officer be with this corps, a 
very nice judgn1ent indeed Inust direct the choice; 
for scarce any are in the sillallcst degree fit for such 
enlploy, but nluch 1110re likely to do harIn than good." 
Aud the letter aforesaid being without any observa- 
tion tllereon, or any disavowal of the 111atters of fact 
or of the counsels so strongly and authoritatively de- 
livered therein by the said 'Van'en Hastings's agent, 
and ,vithout any Inark of disapprobation of any part 
of his plan, 'whether that of the assignll1Cnt of terri- 
tory belonging to the Company's allies for the n1aiu- 
tena
ce of troops ,vhich \vere to be by that plan put 
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under the orders of a foreign in depend en t power, or 
that of cn1ploying the said troops without any British 
officrr ,vith thcn1, or for his alal'll1illg obscryation by 
hin1 entered on the Con1pany's records, which, if not 
an Ï1nplied censure on the nature of the 
er\'icc in 
which British officers are supposed Ï111}Jroper to be 
tru
tcd, is a strong reflection on the character of the 
British officers, ,d1Ïch ,vas to render thenl unfit to be 
cnlployed in an honorable service, - the said 'Yarren 
IIastings did thereby give a countenance to the said 
unwarrantable and dangerous proposals and reflec- 
tions. 


VI. That a considerable thue before the produc- 
tion and circulation of 
Iajor Browne's letter, the said 
Ha
tings did enter a )Iillute of Consultation contain- 
ing a proposition silnilar in the general intent to that 
in the said letter contained for as
i
ting the )Iogul 
with a 111ilitary force; but the other 111clubers of the 
board did disagree thereto, and, being alarll1ed at the 
disposition so strongly shown by the said Hasting
 to 
engage in llew wars and dangerous foreign connec- 
tions, and possibly haying intelligence of the proceed- 
ings of his agent, did call upon hilu to produce his 
instructions to )Iajor Browne; and he did, on the 5th 
(\f October, 1783, and not before, enter on the Con- 
sultations a cert3-in paper purporting to be the in- 
structions which he had given to 
Iajor Brow'ne the 
preceding )Iarch, the tilHe of his, the said Browne's, 
appointn1ent, in which pretended instructions no di- 
rection whatsoever was given to the effect of his, the 
said Hastings's, )Iinute of Consultation propounded: 
that is to say, no power was given in the said instruc- 
tions to make a direct offer of military aid to the 
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Iogul, or to fornl the arrangen1ents stated by the 
said Browne, in his letter to the said I-Iastings, as hav- 
ing been lnade by the express authority of the said 
Hastings hinlself; but the said instructions contained 
nothing further on that Sl.1 bject but a conditional di- 
rection, that, in ca
e a ulilitary force should be re- 
quired for the 1\logul's aiù or protection, the 
Iajor is 
to know the service on ,vhich it is to be enlployed, 
and the resources froln ,vhcnce it is to be paid; and 
the instructions produced as his real instructions by 
the said Hastings are so guarded as to caution the 
said Browne against taking any part in the intrigues 
of tlwse wlw are about the leing's person. By ,vhich 
letters, instructions, and transactions, cOlnpared with 
each other, it appears that the said 'Varren Hastings, 
after six Inontbs' delay in entering of (contrary to 
the Conlpany's order) any instructions to tbe said 
Browne, did at last enter a false paper as the true, or 
that he did give other secret instructions, totally dif- 
ferent fron1, and even opposite to, his public ostensi- 
ble instructions, thereby to deceive the Council, and 
to carry ún ,vith less obstruction dark and dangerous 
intrigues, contrary to the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, to the true policy of this kingdom, and to the 
safety of the British possessions in the East. 


VII. That the said Jetter frol11 l\fajor Browne was 
by the said 'Varren Hastings translnitted to the Court 
of Directors, without being accolnpanied by any part 
of the previous correspondence; by ,vhich wilful con- 
cealnlent the said Warren Hastings is guilty of an 
high and crilninal disrespect to the Court of Direc- 
tors, and of a nlost flagrant breach and violation of 
their orders, ,vhich he ,vas bound by an act of Par- 
lianlent to obey. 
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VIII. That the 
aid Hastill
 having early in the 
year 1784 procured to hinlsclf a deputation to act in 
the npper proyinces, the Council, being well aw"are 
of his disposition to engage in uIl\\rarrantable designs 
against the neighboring states, did expressly confine 
his po"
ers to the circnnlstance of his actual resi- 
dence within the COlnpany's provinces. But it ap- 
pears that ways were found out by which he hoped 
to defeat the precautions of the board: for the said 
\Yarren Ilastinp:s did write froln Lncknow, the capi- 
tal of the country of Qude, to the Court of Directors, 
a certain po
tscript of a letter, dated the 4th of 
Iay, 
1784, in which he infornls the Court that the son and 
heir-apparent of the Great 
Iogul had taken refuge 
with hilu and the Nabob of Qude; that he had a 
conference w"ith that prince on the 10th of the same 
nlonth of 
ray, "no person being either present or 
within hearing" during the same; and that in the 
said conference the prince had infornled hinl of the 
distresses of his father, and his wish for the relief of 
the king and the restoration of the dOlninions of his 
house, as well as to rescue hiln froln the power of 
certain per
ons not nauled, who degraded him into 
a rnere instruluent of their interested and sordid de- 
signs, and that. on a failure of his application to hÜn, 
he would either return to his father, or proceed to 
Calcutta, and thence to England; and that the said 
Warren Hastings did give hiln an answer to the fol- 
lowing cifect: "That our [the British] gOyernlllent 
had just obtained relief from a state of universal 
,varfare, and required a tel'ln of repose; that our- 
whole nation was weary of ,val', and dreaded the- 
renewal of it, and would be equally alanned at any 
rnoveJnent of wlâch it could not see the is,
Zle or progre.
.-;... 
VOL. IX, 14 
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but 'whích 'lnigltt evenf}ally tend to c}'eate new hostih- 
ties
' that he can1e hither [to Lucknow] ,vith a limit- 
ed authority, and could not, if he chose it, engage in 
a business of that nature 
vithout the concurrence of 
his colleagues in office, 
I)lw lw believed 'Would be adverse 
to it; that he '\Vould represent the saIne to the joint 
mon1bers of his O\Vl1 government, and wait their 
dcterlnination. In the mean tin1e he advised the 
prince to n1ake advances to 
Iahdajee Sindia, both 
because our governmcll t was in intÍ1nate and sworn 
eonn()rtíon \vith him, and because l
e was the effectual 
head of the l\Iahratta state; besides that he [the said 
Warren IIastings] feared his [Sindia'sJ taking the 
other side of the question, unless he 'vas early pre- 
vented." 


IX. That in the staten1ent of this discourse there 
is 111uch crin1inal reserve to\vards the Court of Direc- 
tors, - it not appearing distinctly \vhat the objects 
were, nor who the persolls concerned, nor ,vhat the 
side was \vhich he apprehended the l\Iahrattas might 
take, if not prevented by his advances; and in the 
discourse itself there were 111any particulars highly 
criminal, namely, - for that in the said conversation, 
in 'which he describes himself as declining a c0111pli.. 
ance ,vith the request of the prince on account of 
the aversion (therein strongly expressed) of his col- 
leagues, of the COlnpany, and of the \vhole British 
nation, to engage in allY 111eaSUres ,vhich luight even 
" eventually lead to lWðtilities," he spoke to the prince 
as if he had been C'lltirely ignorant of the offers which 
but five 1110nths before had beon 111ade to the king
 
,his father, on the part uf that very goverlll11cnt, 
(whose repugnallce tu 
uch measures he then for the 
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fir3t tin1e chose to profess, but ,,
hich he always had 
know"!I,) through )Iajor Browne, the Conlpany's rep- 
rcsentative at the court of Dclhi, 
.. to provide for the 
entire expcnse of any troops which the Shah [the 
king] Inight require," and that this ,vas" what the 
Resident had ai-ways proposed to the king and his 
confidcntialll1inbters," - the said Brownc further de- 
claring, "that, if, in consequence pf the said propos- 
als, certain arrangelnents for the Shah's service by 
tJ.oo]Js were not inul1ediately ordered, in his opinion 
all our [English governn1ent's] offers and promises 
,vill be considered as false and insidious." This be- 
ing the known state of the business, as represented 
by the said IIastings's own agent, and this the public 
opinion of it, although to Ï1npose on the ignorance 
of the prince w'ith regard to the proceedings at his 
father's court ,yould have been unworthy in itself, 
yet he, the said "... a1'ren Hastings, could not hope to 
succced in such hnposition, as in the postscript afore- 
said he rcpresents the said prince (who was the king's 
eldest son, and thirty-six years of age) as a person of 
considerable qualifications, and perfectly acquainted 
,vith the transactions at his father's court, and as 
one ",
ho had long held the principal and n10st active 
part in the little that relnained of the admini.stration 
of Sltah ...lllum. AHd the said Hastings conferring 
with a prince so well instructed, without Inaking the 
slightest allusions to his said positi\e and recent en- 
gagenlcnts, or without giving any cxplanation wi th 
regard to theIn, the said 'Y urren Hastings nUlst ap- 
pear to the said prince either as a person not only 
contracting engageIllcn ts, but actually being the first 
1110Ver and proposer of them, ,vithout any authority 
fronl !tis colleagues, and against theirs and the gen- 
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eral inclination of the British nation, and on that 
ground not to be trnsted
 or that he had used this 
plea of disagreell1ent between hinl and his Council 
as a pretence, set up without color or decency, for a 
gross violation of his own engagClnents, leaving the 
princes and states of the country no solid ground on 
which they can or ought to contract with the COll1- 
pallY, to the utter destruction of all public confidence, 
and to the equal disgrace of the national candor, in- 
tegrity, and wisdonl. 


X. That in a letter dated from the same place, 
Luc1nlO\V, the 16th of the following June, 1784, the 
said 'Varren Hastings informs the Court of Directors, 
that l\Iajor Browne, their agent to the 
Iognl, had 
arrived there in the character also of agent fronl the 
Mogul, with two sets of instructions froll1 two oppo- 
site parties in his 111inistry, \vhich instructions were 
directly contrary to each other: the first, ,vhich were 
the ostensible instructions, being to engage the said 
Hastings, in the 
Iognl's nalne, to enter into a treaty 
of Inutual alliance with a chief of the country, then 
nlinister to the said 
Iogul, called Afrasaib Khân ; the 
second Wf\re froln another principal person, called 

Indjed ul Dowlah, also a Inillister of the said l\Iogul, 
(but styled in the said letter confidential, for distinc- 
tion,) which ,vere directly destructive of the former; 
and the said latter instructions, to which it seenlS 
eredence ,vas to be given, were sent" undor the lnost 
801011111 adjurations of secrecy." The purpose of these 
latter and secret instructions was to require the C0111- 
pany's aid in freeing the 
Iogul froll1 the oppres- 
sions of his servants, nanloly, fronl thc oppressions 
of the said Afl'asaib, betwecn \vhom and the Com- 
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pany 
fajor Bro'wne (at once agent to that COlnpany, 
and to two opposite factions in the )Iognl's court) 
acc(\pted a power to Inake a treaty' of 111utllal alliance 
under the sanction of his soyereign. .And it doe
 not 
appear that he, 'Yarren fIastings, did discountenance 
the douhle-dealing and fraudulent agencies of his 
and the Con1pany's Inini
ter at that court, or did dis- 
a\90W any particular in the. letter fron} hitn, the said 
Browne, of the 30th of Decelnber, 1783, stating the 
offers lllac1e on his part to the )Iogul, so contradic- 

ory to his late declarations to the heir-apparent of 
that 1110narch, or did give any reprilnand to the said 
Browne, or did show any mark of displeasure against 
hiln, as having acted 'without orders, but did again 
send hiln, with renewed confidence, to the court afore- 
said. 


XI. That the said Warren Hasting
, still pur
u- 
ing his said evil designs, did apply to the Council for 
discretionary powers relative to the intrigues and 
factions in the 1\Iogul's court, giving as
urallces of 
his resolution not to proceed against their sen
e; but 
the said CounciL being fully a\vare of his disposi- 
tion. and having )Iajor Browne's letter, recorded by 
11ilnself, the said 'Yarren Ha
tings, before them, did 
refuse to grant the said discretionary powers, but, 
on the contrary, did exhort hin1 "1110st sedulously 
and cautiou
lr to avoid, in his correspondence with 
the different princes in India, w"hatever may conllnit, 
or be strained into an interpretation of C0111111ittillg 
the Con1pany. either as to their arll1Y or treasure,"- 
ob
er\'ing, .. that the COll1pany's orders are positive 
against their interference in the objects of dispute 
between the country powers." 



214 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


XII. That, in order to subvert the plain and natu. 
ral interpretation giyen by the Council to the orders 
of the Court of Directors, and to jn
tify his dangerous 
illtrigu('
, the said 'Varren II astings, in his letter of 
the 1Gth June, 178-1, to the 
aid Court, diù, in a 1110st 
insolent and contenìptuons lnanner, endeavor to per- 
sllaùe then1 of their ignorance of the true sense of 
their own orders, and to liluit their prohibition of in- 
terference with the disputes of the cOllntry powers to 
such country powers as are pern

neJ1t, - expressing 
hÎ1nself as follows: "The faction ,vhich now surrounds 
the throne [the 
Iogul's throne] is widely different 
frol11 the idea which your con1nlands are intcnded to 
convey by the expressions to ,vhich you haye generally 
applied thcn1, of country powers, to ,vhich that of per- 
1nanency is a necessary adJunct, and which lnay be 
more properly cOlllpared to a 
plelldid LubLle, which 
the slightest breath of opposition lnay dissipate ,vith 
every trace of its existenee." By which construction 
the said I-Iastings did endeavor to persuade the Court 
of Directors that they incant to confine their prohi 
bition of sinister intrigues to those powers only who 
could not be easily hurt by theIn, and whose strength 
was such that their resenbnellt of such clandestine 
interference was to be dreaded; but that, where the 
powers ,vere weak and fragile, such intrigues 1night 
be allowed. 


XIII. That the said I-Iastings, further to persuade 
the Court of Directors to involve thc111selves in the 
affairs of the 
roglll, and to reconcile this lneasnre 
with his fOrIner conduct and declared opinions, did 
write to then} to the following effect: That "at that 
fOrIller period to which the ancient policy ,vith regard 
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to the )Iogul applied, the king's authority was suffi- 
ciently respected" (which he knew not to ùe true, - 
having hÎ1n
elf declarcd, in his 111inute of the 25th 
of Octobcr
 177-1:, "that he remained at Delhi, the 
ancient capital of the elnpire, a mere cipher in the ad- 
lninistratioll of it") to n1aintain itself against com 
mOll vicissitudes; that he would 110t have advised in- 
tcrference, if the king hilnself retained the exercise 
of it, ltOwel-'er feeble, in his own hands; that, if it [the 

Iogul's authorit)] is suffered to receive its final ex- 
tinction, it is Ï1npossiblc to foresee u'hat power 'in-ay 
arise out of its 'ruiìl.
, or what events Inay be linked in 
the saIne chain of revolution ,\'ith it: but your inter- 
ests may suffer by it, your reputation certainly 'Will, as 
his right to our assistance has been constantly acknowl- 
edged, and by a train of consequences to ,vhich our gov- 
erll1nent has not intentionally givcn birth, but most 
especially by the nlo,enlcnts ,vhich its influence, by too 
near an approach, has excited, it has unfortunately be- 
COlne the efficient illstrulnent of a great portion of 
the king
s present distresses and dangers," - intilllat.. 
ing (as well as the studied obscurity of his expressions 
,vill permit anything tò be discerned) that his own 
la te in trigues had been anlong the causes of the dis- 
tresses and dangers, which by new ,intrigues he did 
pretcnd to reluove: and he did conclude this part of 
his letter w'ith son1e loose general expressions of his 
caution not to affect the C0111pany's interests or reve- 
nues by any n1easures he might at that thue take. 


XI\"o That the principle, so far as the same hath 
bern directly avowed, of the said proceedings at the 

Iogurs court, was as altogether irrational, and the 
pretcndcd object as Î1npracticable, as the means taken 
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in pursuit of it were fraudulent and dishonorable, 
namely, the restoration of the 
Iogul in son1e degrte 
to the dignity of his situation, and to his free agency 
in the conduct of his affairs. For the said IIastings, 
at the very tÍ1ne in ,vhich he did with the greatest 
apparcnt earnestness urge the purpose ,vhich he pre- 
tended to have in view ,vith regard to the dignity and 
liberty of the 
Iogul en1peror, did represent him as 
a person ,vholly disqualified, and even indisposed, to 
take any active part whatsoever in the conduct of his 
own affairs, and that any attelnpt for that purpose 
would be utterly irnpracticable; and this he hath 
stated to the Court of Directors as a matter of public 
notoriety, in his said letter of the 16th of June, 1784, 
in the following elnphatical and decisive terms. 
" You need not be told the character of the king, 
whose inertness, and the habit of long-suffering, has 
debased his dignity and the fortunes of his house 
beyond the power of 'l'etrievin.g either the one or the other. 
Whilst his personal repose is undisturbed, he will 
p'ì'efer to live in the 'lneanest state of indigence, under 
the rule of InCH ,vhose vie\vs are bounded by avarice 
and the powcr ,vhich they de-rive froln his authority, 
rather than commit any share of it to his own sons, 
(though his affection for them is boundless ill every 
other respect,) from a natural jealousy, foullùed on 
the experience of a very different cOll1bination of 
tho
e cirCtllnstances ,vhich once served as a tempta- 
tion and exalnple of unlawful ambition in the princcs 
of the royal line, His ministers, froln a policy more 
reasonable, have constantly elnployed every means of 
influence to confinn this disposition, and to prevent 
his sons froIn having any share in the distribution of 
affairs, so as to have estaùlished a complete usurpation 
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of the royal prerogative under its own sanction and 
patronage. " 


XV. That the said "... arren Hastings, having given 
this opinion of the sovereign for w'hose freedom he 
pretended 60 anxious a concern, did describe the min- 
ister with 'Vh0111 he had long acted in concurrence, 
and fron1 WhOll1 he had just receiyed the extraordina- 
ry secret elllbasf'Y aforesaid for the purpose of effect- 
ing the deliyerance of his n1aster, the )logul, from the 
usnrpations of !tis '11zinisters, as follows. "The first 
n1Ïni
ter, )Iudjed ul Dowlah, is totally deficient in 
every n1ilitary quality, conceited of his own superior 
taleuts, and forlned to the practice of that crooked pol- 
icy 'whieh generally defeats its ou:n purpose, but sin- 
cerely. attached to his master." The reality of the 
said attaclll11ent ,,"'as not improbable, but altogether 
useless, as the said Inillister ,vas the only one among 
the principal persons about the king ,vho (besides the 
total want of all Inilitary and civil ability) possessed 
no territories, troops, or other 111eans of serving and 
supporting hiln, but ,vas himself solely upheld by his 
influence oyer his Inaster: neither doth the said Hast- 
ings free hÜn, any 1110re than the persons more effi- 
cient, who were to be destroy
d, from a disposition to 
alienate the king from an attention to his affairs, and 
frol11 all confidence in his o,vn family; but, on the 
con trary, he brings hiln forward as the very first 
an10ng the instances he adduces to exen1plify the 
practices of the ministers against their sovereign and 
his children. 


XVI. That the said Warren Hastings, recommend- 
ing in general terms, and yet condemning in detail, 
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every part of his own pretended plan, as ilnpractica. 
ble in itself, and as undertaken in favor of persons all 
of WhOl11 he describes as incapable, and the principal 
as indisposed to avail hilnself thereof, nUlst have had 
son1e other 11l0tiyeS for this lung, intricate, dark, and 
laborious proceeùiug with the )loglll, which 111USt be 
sought in his actions, and the evident drift and ten- 
dency thereof, 
nd in declaratiuns which were brought 
out by hill1 to serve other purposes, but which serve 
fully to explain his real intentions in this intrigue. 


X,TII. That the other 111en1bers of the Council- 
General having abundantly certified their averseness 
to his intrigues, and even having shown apprehen- 
sions of his going personally to the 
logul and tbe 

Iahrattas for the purpose of carrying on the saIne, 
the said Hastings was ùriven headlong to acts 'which 
did nIuch 1110re openly indicate the true nature and 
purpose of his Inachinatiolls. For he at length re- 
curred directly, and with little disguise, to the 1tlah- 
rattas, and did open an intrigue with tholn, although 
he ,vas obliged to confess, in his letter aforesaid of 
the lGth June, 1784, that the exception which he 
contended to be ilnplied in the orders of the Court of 
Directors forbidding the 
n tenneddling in the disputes 
of "the country powers," nalnely, "powers not pel
- 
manent," did by no n1eans apply to the 
Iahrattas; 
and he inforll1s the Court of Directors that he did, 
on the very first advice he received of the flight of 
the 
Iogul's son, \vrite to 
lr. J alnes Anderson to ap- 
prise the :\Iahratta chief, Bindia, of that event, -" for 
which as he was unprepared, he desired his [the 
said bindia's] advice for his conduct on the occasion 
of it." 'Vhich method of calling for tbe advice of a 
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foreigr.t power to regulate his political conduct, in- 
8tead of being regulated therein by the advice of the 
British Council and the standing orders of the Court 
of Directors, ,vas a procedure highly crilninal; and 
the crilue is aggravated by his not COlnll1Unicating 
the said correspondence to the Council-General, as by 
his duty he \\
as bound to do; but it does abundantly 
pro,.e his concert ,vith the )Iahrattas in all that relat- 
ed to hi5 negotiations in the 
Iogul court, which were 
carried on agreeably to their advice, and in subser- 
viency to their views and purposes. 


XVIII. That, in consequence of the cabal begun 
with the 
Iahrattas, the said chief, Silldia, did send 
his" falniliar and confidentiallninisters" to hi1n, the 
said r-Ia
til\gs, being at Lucknow, ".ith ,vhonl the said 
Hastings did hold several secret conferences, without 
any secr0tary or other assistant: and the said Hast- 
ing
 hath not conveyed to the Court of Directors any 
minutes thereof, but hath purposely involved c'
en the 
gcneral effect and tendency of these confercnces in 
such obscurity that it is no otherwise possible to per- 
ceive the drift and tendency of the saIne, but by the 
general scope of councils and acts relative to the pol- 
itics of the )Iogul and of the )Iahrattas together, and 
by the final cvent of the ,vhole, ,vhich is sufficiently 
visible. For 


XIX. That the said Hastings had declared, in his 
said letter of the 16th June, 1784, that the )Iogul's 
right to our assistance had been constantly acknowl- 
edged, that the 
Iogul had been oppressed by the less- 
er )Iaholuedan princes in the character of his offi- 
cers of state and military comulanders, and he did 
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plainly intimate that the said 
Iogul ought to be re- 
lieved froln that servitude. And he did, in giving an 
accoun t to the Court of Directors of the conference.s 
aforesaid, assure theln that" his inclinations [the in- 
clinations of the 
Iahratta chief aforesaid] were not 
very dissÏ1nilar fron1 his own"; and that" neither in 
this nor ill any other instance would he suffer hhnseJ f 
to be drawn into measures ,vhich shall tend to weaken 
their connection, nor in this even to oppose his [the 
said chief's] inclinations": the said Hastings well 
knowing, as in his letter to Colonel 
lnir of the 
he has confessed, that the inclinations of 
the said Sindia were to seize on the 
Iogul's territo- 
ries, and that he himself did secretly concnr therein, 
though he did not forlnally insert his concurrence in 
the treaty with the said 
Iahratta chief. It is plain, 
therefore, that he did all along concur \vith the 
1ah- 
1'attas ill their designs against the said king and his 
ministers, under the treacherous pretence of support- 
ing the authority of the forlner against the latter, and 
did contri,e and effect the ruin of them all. For, 
first, he did give evil and fraudulent counsel to the 
heir-apparent of the 
Iogul "to make advances to the 
l.1ahrattas," when he well knew, and had expressly 
concurred in, the designs of that state against his 
father's, the l.logul's, dominions; and further to 
engage and entrap the said prince, did assert that 
"our goverlllTIent" (meaning the British govern- 
ment) "was in intilnate and sworn connection with 

Iahdajee Sindia," when no alliance, offensive or de- 
fensive, appears to exis
 between the said Sindia and 
the East India C01l1pany, nor can exist, otherwise 
than ill yirtue of SOine secret agl'cûlnellt between 
hiln, the said Silldia, and \Varren IIastillgs, entered 
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into by tho latter without the knowledge of his col- 
leagues and the governluent, and never C0111111Unicat- 
cd to the Court of Directors. And, secondly, he did, 
in order to further the designs of the 
Iahrattas, con- 
trive and effect the ruin of tho said )Iogul and his 
authority, by setting on foot, through the aforesaid 

Iajor Browne, sundry perplexed and intricate ne- 
gotiations, contrary to public faith, and to the honor 
of the British nation; by which he did exceedingly 
increase the confusion and disorders of the )logul's 
court, exposing the said 
Iogul to new indignities, in- 
sults, and distresses, and ahuost all of the northern 
parts of India to great and ruinous convulsions, un- 
til three out of four of the principal chieftains, some 
of then1 possessing the territories lately belonging to 
N udjif JChân, and luaintaining a!ì10ng then1 eighty 
thousand troops of horse and foot, and some of which 
chiefs were the luinistcrs aforesaid, being cut off by 
their 111utual dissensions, and the fort of Delhi being 
at length delivered to the 
Iahrattas, the said Sindia 
becanle the uncontrolled ruler of the royal arn1Y, and 
the person of tho 
Iogul, with the use of all his pre- 
tensions and clain1s, fell into the hands of a nation 
already too powerful, together ,vith au extensive ter- 
ritory, ,vhich entirely covers tho Conlpany's posses- 
sions and dependencies on one side, and particularly 
these of the Nabob .of Oude. 


XX. That the circumstances of these countries did, 
in the opinion of the said 'Varren Hastings himself, 
sufficiently indicate to hinl the necessity of not ag- 
grandizing any power vdlatsoever on their borders, 
he having in the aforesaid letter of the 16th June 
given a deliberate opinion of the situation of Oude in 
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the words following: "That, ,vhilst "\ve are at lJeace 
with the po'wers of Europe, it is only in this quarter 
that your possessions under the goVerlUllent of Ben- 
gal are yulnerable." And he did further in tho said 
letter state, that, " if things had continued as they had 
been to that tinlc, with a divided goVertllnent," (viz., 
the COlnpallY's aud the Vizier's, which govcl'lunent 
he had hilnself established, and under ,vhich it oyer 
lTIUst in a great degree relnaill, ,vhilst the said coun- 
try continues in a state of dependcnce,) "the slight- 
est shock from a forcign hand, or evcn an accidental 
internal éornnwtion, n1Ïght havo thrown the whole in- 
to confusion, and produced the 1110st fatal consequen- 
ces." III this perilous situation he Inade the above- 
recited sacrifices to the ambition of the '
Iahrattas, 
and did all along so actively countenance and forward 
their proceedings, and ,vith so full a sense of their ef- 
fect, that in his lnillute of the 24th Decenlber, 1784, 
he has declared, " that in the countries which border 
on the dOlninions of the Nabob \Tizier, or on that 
quarter of our own, ill effect there is no other power." 
And he did further adlnit, that the presencc of the 

Iahratta chief aforesaid, so near the borders of the 
Nabob's dominions, ,vas no cause of suspicion; for 
" that it is the effect of his own solicitation, and is so 
far the effect of an act of that government." 


XXI. That, in further pursuit of the salìlC perni- 
cious design, he, the said 'Varren I-Iastings, did enter 
into au agreement to "\vithdraw a very great Lody of 
the British troops out of the Nabob's dOlniuions, - as- 
serting, ho,vever truly, yet in direct contradiction to 
his own declarations, that" this government" (nICan- 
ing the British governlnont) "has not any right to 
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force defence ,vith its Inailltcnance upon him" (the 
Sabob); and he did thus not only avowedly aggran- 
dize the 
Iahratta. state, and weaken the defence upon 
the frontier, but did as avowedly detain their captain. 
genera] in force on that very frontier, notwithstand- 
ing he ,vas ,veIl apprised that they had designs against 
those dependent territories of Oude, ,vhich they had 
with great difficulty been persuaded, eyen in appear- 
ance, to include in the treaty of peace, - and that 
they haye never renounced their claill1s upon certain 
large and valuable portions of then1, and have sho'wn 
cvident signs of their intentions, on the first opportu- 
nity, of asserting and enforcing theine A.nd, finally, 
the said "... arren Hastings, in contradiction to sundry 
declarations of his own concerning the necessity of 
curbing the power of the )Iahrattas, and to the prin- 
ciple of sundrY"111easures undertaken by hÌ1nself pro- 
fessedly for that purpose, and to the sense of the 
House of Comll1ons, expressed in their resolution of 
28th ltIay, 1782, against any Ineasures that tonded to 
unite tho .dangerous powers of the 
Iahratta elnpire 
under one actiye conul1and, has endeavored to per- 
suade the COlllpany, that, ",vhile Sindia lives, every 
accession of territory obtained by. him 'will be an ad. 
vantage to this [the British] goVel'lllnent"; ,vhich 
if it ,vas true as re
pecting the personal dispositions 
of Sindia, ,vhich there is no reason to belieye, yet it 
was highly crÎlninal to establish a power in the )Iah- 
rattas which 111ust survive the luan in confidence of 
whose personal dispositions a power Inore than per- 
sonal ,vas given, and which Inay hereafter fall into 
hands disposed to make a lnore hostile use of it. 


XXII. That, in consequence of all the before.. 
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recited intrigues, the 
Iogul eillperor heing in the 
hands of the )Iahrattas, he, the said 
Iogul, has been 
obliged to declare the head of the 
Iahratta state 
to be vicegerent of the 
Iogul empire, an authority 
,vhich supersedes that of Vizier, and has thereby 
consolidated in the 
Iahratta state all the powers 
ackno\\Tledged to be of legal authority in India; in 
consequence of ,vhich, they have acquired, and have 
actually already atten1pted to use, the said clain1s of 
general superiority against the COl11pany itself, - the 
1tlahrattas claÏ111ing a right in theillselves to a fourth 
part of the revenues of all the provinces in the COln- 
pany's possession, and claiming, in right of the l\Iogul, 
the tribute due to hinl: by which actings and doings 
the said Hastings has to the best of his power brought 
the British provinces in India into a dependence on 
the 
Iahratta state: and in order to add to the afore- 
said enOrIllOUS clairns a proportioned force, he did 
never cease, during his stay in India, to contrive the 
means for its increase; for it is of public notoriety, 
that one great object of the 
Iahratta policy is to 
unite under their don1Ïnion the nation or religious 
sect of the Seiks, 'who, being a people abounding with 
soldiers, and possessing large territories, would ex- 
tend the 
fahratta po,ver over the whole of the vast 
countries to the northwest of Iudia. 


XXIII. That the said Warren Hastings, further 
to augment the power of the said 
Iahrattas, and to 
endanger the safety of the British possessions, having 
established in force the said 1tlahrattas on the fron- 
tier, as afore-recited, and finding the Council-Gen- 
eral averse in that situation to the ,vithdrawillg the 
British forces therefro111, and for disbanding them to 
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the ex:tcn t required by the said IIastings, did, in a 
n1Ïnute of the 4th Decelnber, 1784, after stating a 
supposition, that, contrary to his opinion, the :-3aid 
troups should not be reduced, propose to elnploy then1 
under the cOllll11and of the )Iogul's son, then under 
the influence of the )Iahrattas, in a "par against the 
aforesaid people or religious sect called Seiks, defend- 
ing the same on tho following priuciples: ,. I feel the 
sense of an obligation, itnposed on me by the suppo- 
sition I have Inade, to state a lllode of rendering the 
detachment of use in its prescribed station, and of af- 
fording the appearance of a cause for its retention." 


XXIV. That the said IIastillgs did adlnit that 
there was no present danger to the COll1pany'
 pos- 
ses
ions Ü'Oll1 that nation 'which coulù justify hÏ1u in 
such a war, as he had declared that the )Iahrattas 
were the only power that bordered on the COlnpany's 
possessions and thoso of the .Vizier; but he did a
:sign 
as a reason for going to ,val' with thenl their Inili- 
tary and ellthusi
stic spirit,-the hardiness of their 
natural constitution, - the dangers which nlight arise 
fron1 then1 ill sonle future tin1e, if they 
hould ever 
happen to be united under one head, they existing 
at present in a state little different fron1 anarchy; 
and he did predict great danger fronl theIn, and at 
no very rel110te period, "if this people be Pérmitted 
to grow. into Inaturity -without intelTU!Jtion." And 
though he doth pretend that the solicitations of the 
heir-apparent of the )Iogul, who, he says, did repeat- 
edly and earnestly solicit hinl to obtain the pel"lni

ioll 
to use the Con1pany's troops for the purpose aforesaid, 
had weight with hilu, yet he doth declare, as he ex- 
presses himself in the minute aforesaid, that "a 
VOL. IX. 15 
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stronger impulse, arising fronl the hope of bla...
ting the 
grozL'th of a generation ,vhose strength 'Jnigltt beconle 
fa tal to our own, strongly pleaded iUlUY mind for sup- 
porting his ,vishes." 


XXV. That the said Warren Hastings, after forci- 
I)ly reconlnlendillg the plan aforesaid, did state strong 
objcctions, that did, "in his judgnlent, outweigh the 
ad vantages which lllight arise froln a cOlnpliance ,vith 
it." Yet the said IIastings, being determincd to pur- 

ue his schelne for aggrandizing at any rate the 
Iah- 
1'atta power, in ,vhose adult growth and the recent 
effccts of it he could sce no danger, did pursue the 
design of war against a nation or sect of religion in 
its infancy, frolll WhOl1l he had received no injury, 
and in ,vhosc present state of governnlent he did not 
apprchend any luischief ,vhatsoever; and finding the 
Council fixcd and deterl11ined on not disbanùing the 
frontier regilllcilts, and thinking that therein he had 
found an advantage, he did ground thereon the fol- 
lowing proposi tion. 
"If the expense [of the frontier troops] is to be 
continued, it Inay be surely better continucd for SOlne 
uscful purpose than to keep up the parade of a great 
D1ilitary corps designcd merely to lie inactive in its 
quarters. On this ground, thcrefore, and on tho 
supposition prel11ised, I revcrt to my original senti- 
1110nts in favor of the prince's plan; but as this ,vill 
require SOI11e qualification in the exccution of it, I 
will state 11lY recolun10ndation of it in the terlns of a 
proposition, viz., that, if it shall be the resolution of 
the board to continue the detaclnnent now under the 
cOD1111and of Colonel Sir John CUllllning at Furruck- 
ahad, and if the prince 
Iirza .J ehander Shah shall 
apply, 'lJ)ith tlte authority of the king, and the concurrence 
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o.f .J.J[ahdajee Sindia, for the a
sistance of an English 
11lilitary force, to act in conjunction with hin1, to ex- 
pel the Seiks froll1 the territories of which they have 
lately possessed theln
elves in the neighborhood of 
peIhi, it 11lay be granted, and such a portion of the 
said detachnlcn t allotted to that service as shall be 
hereafter judged adequate to it." 


XX""\TI. That the said 'Yarren Hastings did, in the 
said proposal, endeavor to circlul1yent and o,yerreach 
the Council-General, by converting an apparent and 
literal con1plianco with their resolution into a ,real 
and substantial opposition to and disappointlnent 
thereof. For his first proposal was, to withdraw the 
Con1pany's troops fron1 the "I'lzier's couÚtry 011 the 
pretence of relieving hill1 froll1 the burden of that 
establisillnent, but in reality with a view of facilitat- 
ing the )fahratta pretensions on that province, which 
would then be deprh-ed of the 11leans of defen
e. 
And when the Council rejected the said proposal on 
the express ground of danger to the province by with- 
drawing from the )Iahrattas the restraint of our 
troops, the said Hastings, finding his first schenle in 
favor of the 
Iahrattas against the proyinccs depend- 
ent on the Company defeated by the refusal of the 
Council to concur in the said n1ea
ure of withdrawing 
the troops, did then endeavor to obtain the sall1e pur- 
pose in a differ
llt w"ay; and instead of leaving the 
troops, according to the intention and policy of the 
Council, as a check to the alnbition' and progress of 
the l\Iahrattas, he proposed to eillploy thelll in the 
actual furtherance of those schemes of aggrandize- 
ment of ,vhich his colleagues were jealous, and which 
it was the object of their resolution to counteract. 
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XX"v"!!. That, in the whole of the letters, llego
 
tiations, proposals, and projects of the said Warren 
IIastiI
gs relative to the 
Iogul, he did appear to pur- 
sue but Olle object, namely, the aggrandizement of 
the lately hostile and ahvays dangerous po"Ter of the 

Iahrattas, and did pursue the saIne by means high- 
1y dishonorable to the British character for honor, 
justice, candor, plain-dealing, 1110deration, and hu- 
Inanity. 


XIX. - LIBEl, ON THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


I. rrHAT 'Varren Hastings,. Esquire, "was, during 
the whole of the year 1783, a servant of the East In- 
dia Company, and was bound by the duties of that 
relation not only to yield obedience to the orders of 
the Court of Directors, but to give to the \vhole of 
their service an exa1l1ple of sublnission, reverence, 
and respect to their authority; and that, if they 
should in the course of their duty call in question 
any part of his conduct, he \vas bound to conduct his 
defence with telnper and decency; and \vhile his con- 
duct \vas under their consideration, it ,vas not allow- 
able to print and publish any of his letters to them 
without their consent first had and ohtained; and he 
was bound by the san1e principles of duty, enforced 
by still lnore cogent reasons, to observe, in a paper 
intended for publication, great 1110desty and Inodera- 
tion, and to treat the said Court of Directors, his 
la wful masters, with respect. 


II. That the said Warren Hastings did print and 
publish, or cause to be prill ted and published, at 
Calcutta in Bengal, the narrative of his transactions 
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at Benares, in a letter written at that place, without 
leave had of the Court of Directors, in order to pre- 
occupy the judgnlent of the servants in that settle- 
ll1ent, and to gain from then1 a factious countenance 
and support, previous to the judgnlent and opinion 
of the Court of Directors, his lawful superiors. 


III. That the Court of Directors, having come to 
certain resolutions of fact relative to the engage- 
111ents subsisting between them and the Rajah of 
Benares, and the luanneI' in \vhich the same had 
been fulfilled on the part of the Rajah, did, in the 
fifth resolution, which yras partly a resolution of opin- 
ion, declare as follows: "That it appears to this 
Court that the conduct of the Goyernor-General to- 
,vards the Rajah, 'whilst he was at Benares, was inl- 
proper; and that the Ï1nprisolU11ent of his person, 
thereby disgracing hinl in the eyes of his subjects 
and others, was unwarrantable and highly iInpolitic, 
and luay tend to ,veaken the confidence w"hich the 
native princes of India ought to have in the justice 
and nloderation of the COlupany's goVerIUUellt." 


IV. That the said resolutions being transmitted 
to the said ,Varren Hastings, he, the said \\ arren 
Hastings, did write, and cause to be printed and 
publi
hed, a certain false. insolent, 11lalicious, and 
seditious libel, purporting to be a letter fron1 hilU, 
the said "... arren Hastings, to the Court of Directors, 
dated Fort 'Villial11, 20th l\Iarch, 1783, ,
 calculated," 
as the Directors truly affirln, " to bring contelupt, as 
well as an odium, on the Court of Directors, for 
their conduct on that occasion"; and the said libel 
had a direct tendency to excite a spirit of disoLe- 



230 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


dience to the lawful go\erlll11cllt of this nation 111 
India through all ranks of their scrvicc. 


V. That he, the saiù 'Yarren IIasting:::;, alllong 
other insolent and contul11acious charges and asper- 
sions on the Court of Dircctors, ùiù adùre
:::; then1 in 
the printel1 letter afore
aid as follows. " I deny that 
Rajah Cheyt .sing was a natiye priuce of India. 
Cheyt Sing is the son of a collector of the revenue of 
that province, w'hich hi
 art:::;, and the nlisfortuno:::; of 
his Inaster, enabled hilll to convert to a perll1anent 
and hereditary possession. This man, Wh0111 you 
have tlnl
 raukecl aJJwng tlte princes of India, will be 
astonished, 'when he hears it, at an elevation so Ull- 
looked for, nor less at the independent right:::; which 
you)" cOlllll1ands have assigued hiLn, - rights which 
are 80 foreign to Ids conceptions, that I doubt whether 
he will know in Iwhat lan!Juag'e to assert tlten
, unless 
the exalnple which yon have thought it C01tSÙ5tent with 
Justice, however opposite to policy, to show, of becoming 
/tis advocates against your own interests, should inspire 
any of your own servants to be his advisers and instruc- 
tors." A.nd he did further, to bring into contelnpt 
the authority of the COlllpany, and to excite a re- 
sistance to their lawful orùers, franlc a supposition 
that the Court of Directors had intended the resto- 
ration of the Rajah of Benares, and on that ground 
did prcsulue in the said libel to cahlluniate, in dis- 
respectful and conttllllelious tenns, the policy of the 
Court of Directors, as well as the person Wh01l1 he 
did conceive to be the object of their protection, as 
followeth. " Of the consequences of such a policy I 
forbear to speak. JIost happily, the wretch u}!wse 
hopes may be excited by the appearances in his favor is 
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tll qualified to a
'ail lânlself of tllem, and tllÆ force 
'll'lticlt Ù5 stationed in tlte province of Benares is sufficient 
to 
Zlppres
 all!} sympt,nns of internal sedition
' but it 
cannot fail to create distru
t and suspense in the 
1ninds both of the rulers and of the people, and such 
a state is ah\
aJ's productive of disorder. TIut it is 
not in this partial consideration that I dread the ef- 
fects of your COlllll1ands; it is in your proclaiIned 
indisposition against the first executive llleinber of 
your first gOVC1'111nent in India. I ahllost shudder 
at the reflection of what nlÏght have happened, had 
these dcnunciations against your own nlÌnister, in fa- 
,or of a luan univer
ally conf'idered in thi
 part of 
the world as justly attainted for his crilnes; the n1ur- 
derer of your servants and soldiers, and the rebel to 
your authority, arrived two l11ont11:; earlier." 


,"'I. That the said "... arrcn Hastings did aha pre- 
sunle to censure and af'per
e the Oourt of Directors 
for the 1110derate terIUS in ,,-hich they had expressed 
their displeasure against hilu, as putting hin1 under 
the necessity of stating in his defence a strong ac- 
cusation against hilllself, and as in1plyillg in the said 
Oourt a con
ciousne

 that he was not guilty of the 
offences charged upon hiln, - being, as he asserts, 
in the resolutions of the Oourt of Directors, ,. ar- 
raigned and prejudged of a violation of national faitlt, 
Ùl acts of sllch complicated a[Jgravatiun, that, if tltey 
u'ere true, no punisillnellt SHORT OF DE...\..TII could 
atone for the injury which the interest and credit of 
the public had sustained ill then1 " ; and he did there- 
fore censure the said Oourt for applying no 
tron- 
gel' or n10re crin1Ìllatillg epithets than tho:;e of .. inl- 
proper, unwarrantable, and highly ilnpolitic," to an 
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offencc so by then1 charged, and by hÏ1n described. 
r'\nd though it be true that the expressions aforesaid 
are luuch too reserved for the purpose of duly char- 
acterizing the offences of the said IIastings, yet \vas 
it in hint lliost indecent to libel the Court of Direc- 
tors for the sanle; and his Ï1nplication, froln the 
tenderness of the epithets and descriptions afore- 
said Hsed towards hiIn, was not only indecent, but 
ungrounded, nlalicious, and scandalous, - he having 
hhnself highly, though truly, aggravated" the charge 
of the injuries ùone by hi1U to the Rajah of Be- 
nares," in order to bring the said Directors into con- 
telnpt and suspicion, the paragraphs in the said libel 
being as follo\v. - " IIere I 1nnst crave leave to say, 
that the terl11S ' hnproper, lunvarrantable, and highly 
ilnpolitic' are Inuch too gentle, as deductions fron1 
such prelnises; and as cyery reader of the latter will 
obviously feel, as he reads, the deductions which in- 
cyitably belong to thenl, I ,vill add, that the strict 
perfonnance of sole1nn engagenlents on one part, fol- 
lowed hy acts directly subversive of them and by 
total di
possession on the other, stalnps on the per- 
petrators of the latter the guilt of the greatest possi- 
ble violation of faith and justice." - "There is an 
appearance of tenderness in this deviation fron1 plain 
construction, of \vhic1,l, however Incant, I haye a right 
to conlplain; because it illlposes on n1e the necessity 
of fnuning the tenllS of the accusation against n1Y- 
self, which yolt haye only not lnade, but have stated 
the leading argu1nents to it so strongly, that no one 
who reads these can avoid Inaking it, or not know it 
to have been intended." 


VII. That the said Hastings, being ,veIl aware that 
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his own declarations did contain the clearest condenl- 
nation of his own conduct fronl his OW11 pen, did in 
the said libel attenlpt to o\'erturn, frustrate, and ren- 
der of none effect all the proofs to be given of pre- 
varication, contradiction, and of opposition of action 
to principle, ,,
hich can be used against Inen in puLlic 
trust, and did contend that the 
anle could not Le used 
against hinl; and as if false assertions could be jus- 
. tified by factious I11otives, he did endeavor to do away 
the authority of his OW11 deliberate, recorded declara- 
tions, entered by him in U'riting on the Oouncil-Books 
of the Pre
idency; for, after asserting, but not attempt- 
ing to prove, that his declarations were consistent with 
his conduct, he writes in the said libel as follows: For 
"were it otherwise, they were not to be nlade the 
rules of 11lY conduct; and God forbid that every ex- 
pression dictated by the hnpulse of pre
ent elnergen- 
cy, and unpreineditatedly uttered in the heat of party 
contention, should il11pose upon lue the obligation of 
a fixed principle, and be applied to every variable oc- 
casion ! " 


VIII. That the said Hastings, in order to draw the 
lawful dependence of the servants of the OoÏnpany 
frol11 the Court of Directors to a factious dependence 
on hilll
e1f, did, in the libel aforesaid, treat the acts 
and appointlllents of their undoubted authority, when 
exerci!'ed in opposition to his arbitrary ,viII, as ruinou., 
to their affairs, in the following terms. ',
 It is as well 
kno,\'n to the Indian world as to the Oourt of English 
Proprietor!'. that the first declaratory instrulnents 
of the dissolution of nlY influence, in the year 1774, 
were )11', John Bristow and )11'. Francis Fowké. By 
your ancicnt and known constitution the Governor 
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ha
 been ever held forth and understood to posses
 
the ostensible po"rers of goverulnen t; all the corre- 
spondence ,vith foreign princes is conducted in his 
nallle; and every perf'on resident with theu1 for the 
Inanagell1ent of yonI' political concerns is unùerf'tood 
to be rrW7'e especially !tis representative, ana of !tis 
choice: and such ought to be the rule; for how 
otherwise can they trust au agcnt nOlninated against 
the will of his principal? 'Yhen the state of this ad- 
111inif'tration ,vas such as seen1cd to adnlÌt of the ap- 
pointlncnt of 
Ir. Bristow. to the Residency of Luck- 
now without 'ììzuch dinlÎnution of TìZN Oll'lt influence, I 
gladly seized the occasion to show 11lY readincss to 
sublnit to your conunands; I proposed his nomina- 
tion; he was nOluinated, and declared to be tlte agent 
of 1ny own choice. Even this effect of nlY caution is 
defeated by your absolute comnzand for !tis reappoint- 
'Jnent Ùzdependent of 1ne, and 
vit!t tlte supposition that 1 
should be adverse to it. - I anl no,v ,vholly deprived of 
Iny official powers, both in the province of Oude, and 
in the zcnlÍndary of Bcnares." 


IX. That, fÙrtller to clnancipate others and hÎln- 
sclf froll1 due obedience to the Court of Directors, he 
did, in the lihel aforesaid, enhance hi
 services, 'which, 
without f'pecification or proof, he did suppose in the 
f'aid Jibel to be ilnportant and valuable, hy represent- 
ing thcn1 as done under their displeasure, and doth 
attribute his not having dOlle IHore to their opposition, 
as followeth, " It is BOW a cOlnplete period of eleven 
years since I first received the first nOlninal charge 
of your affairs; in the course of it I have invariably 
had tò con tend, not with ordinary difficulties, but 
such as lllost unnaturally arose fr01n tlte opposition of 
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tltose very pozl'ers fr07/l wlticlt I primarily deriued ruy 
autllnrity, and 
cltich 'were 1'equÚ'ed for tlte support of it. 
l\fy exertions, though applied to an unyarird and COI1- 
si
tcnt line of action, haye becn occasional and desul- 
tory; yet I please lnyself with the hope, that, in the 
aJlllal
 of your dOlllillion, which shall be written after 
the extinction of recent prejudice1", this tel'l11 of its 
adlllinistration ,vill appear not the least cOllduciye 
to the interests of the Con1 pan y, nor the least reflec- 
tiyo of the honor of tho Briti
h nalne: and allo,,? 111e 
to fo'uggest the illstructiyc refloction of 'What good 1ni!Jltt 
ha'L'e been done, and w!tat evil prevented, had due sup- 
purt been given to t!tat admiJli
tration 'll'hiclt /tas per- 
formed such eminent and subst(/ntial ::services 
citlwut 
it. " 
.....\nù the said Hastings, further to render the au- 
thority of the said Court perfectly contmnptible, doth, 
in a stI'ain of exultation for his haying escaped out of 
a n1ca
ure in ,,"hich br his guilt he had involyed the 
COlupany in a ruinous war, and out of which it had 
e:,capeù by a sacrifice of ahnost all the territories be- 
fore acquired (fro1l1 that e1101ny which he had 111ade) 
either by war or forl11er treaties, and by the abandon- 
illg the C0111pallY's allies to their lllercy, attribute the 

aid supposed selTices to his acting in such a nlallner 
as had on fOrIner occasions excited their displeasure, 
in the following words. "Pardon, Honorable Sirs, 
thi
 digressive exultation. I cannot suppres
 the 
pride ,vhich I feel in this successful achieven1cllt of 
a 111CaSUre so fortunate for your interests and the na- 
tional honor; for that pride is the source of lny zeal, 
so frequently exerted in your support, allclnovcr 1110re 
happily than in tho
e instances in 'It'ltielt I have de- 
parted front tlte prescribed and beaten path of action, 
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and assulned a responsibility u'hich has too frequently 
cZ,'awn on 'J}W tlte 'Jìwst pointed effects of your displeas- 
'ill"e. But ho,,-ever I Inay yield to Iny private feelings 
in thus enlarging on the subject, IllY Inotive in intro- 
ùucing it was inllnediately connected with its context, 
and was to contrast the actual state of your political 
affairs, derived frvll
 a happier influence, with tl
at wlâclt 
1niyht have attendeLl an earlier dis8olution of it": and 
he did value hÏ1uself upon" the patience and teluper 
,yith which he had sublnitted to all the indignities 
which have been heaped upon hin1" (lneaning, by 
the said Court of Directors) " in this long service" ; 
and he did insolently attribute to an unusual strain 
of zeal for their seryice, that he "persevered in the 
\TIOLEXT )IAIKTE
ÅKCE OF nIS OFFICE." 


X. That, in order further to excite the spirit of 
disobedience in the Con1pany's servants to the lawful 
authority set over theIn, he, the said Warren Hast- 
ing
, did treat contenlptuously and ironically the sup- 
pOf'ed disposition of the COlnpany's servants to obey 
the orders of the Court of Directors, in the ,vords 
fullowing. "The recall of )11'. )Iarkhaln, who was 
known to be the public agent of 111Y own non1ination 
at Benares, and the reappointInent of 
lr. Francis 
Fowke by your order, contained in the saIne letter, 
would place it [the restoration of Cheyt Sing] beyond 
a ùO{lbt, This o'rder has been obeyed
' and whenever 
YOlt sltall be pleased to order tlte restOl"ation of Glteyt 
ðYing, I will venture to promise tlte same ready and ex- 
aet subnzÙ5ðtoít in tlw otlter meJnbers of the rv"Youncil." 
l\"llÙ he did, in the postscript of the said letter, and as 
011 recollection, endeavor to 111ake a reparation of hon- 
or to his said colleagues, as if his ex pressiolls aforesa:d 
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xx, -1\LAHRATTA. WAR AND PEACE, 


I. THAT by an act passed in 1773 it was expressly 
ordercd allù pro\?idcd, " that it should not be lawful 
for any PresÌùcllt and Council of 
Iaùras, BOlnbay, or 
· Bencoolcn, for the tÍlne bcing, to luakc any ordcrs 
for COllllllcllcing hostilities, or àeclaring or lllakillg 
war, agaill
t any Indian princes or po,vers, or for Iie- 
gotiatiug or concluùillg any treaty of peace, or other 
treaty, with any such Indian princcs or powers, with. 
out the consent and approuatiol1 of the Go vc rll or- 
General and Council first had and obtaincd, cxcept 
in such cases of il1l1ninent necessity as ,vould rcnder it 
dangcrolls to postpone snch hostilitics or treaties un- 
til the orders frolH the Govcrnor-G'encral and Council 
111Ïgh t arri vc." That, nevertheless, the Prcsidell t and 
Council of DOlnbay did, in Dcccluber, 1774, "rithout 
the conscnt anti approuation of the G-oycrnor-Gcncral 
and Conncil of Fort 'Villialn, and in the Inidst of 
profound peace, COl111nenCe an unjust and unprovokcd 
,val' against tho ßIahratta gOYCrnUlcnt, did conclude 
a treaty with a certain person, a fugitive f1'on1 that 
gOY01'nlncllt, and prosc1'ibed by it, na111ed Ragonaut 
Row, or Ragoba, and. tiiù, under various base and 
treacherous pretcnces, invade and conqucr the island 
of 
alsettc, belonging to the 1\lahratta gOYernlnellt. 


II. That Warren IIastings, on the first advices 
rccei vod in Bengal of the above transactions, did COll- 
deilln the balne in the strongest tern1s, - declaring 
that "the Ineasures adoptcd by the Presidency of 
BOlnbay bad a tendency to a very extensive and in- 
dcfinite scene of troubles, and that their conduct was 
ullseasollaLle, in1politic, unjust, and unauthorized." 
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..A.nd the Goyernor-General anù Council, in order to 
put a stop to the said UlljUSt ho
tilitie
, did appoint 
an 
llllhassador to the Pe
hwa, or chief of the )laln'at. 
tf! 
tate, resident at Poonah ; and the ::;aid 
llllba
sador 
did, after a long ncgotiation, conclude a defillitiye 
treaty of peace with the said Peshwa on tenllS highly 
honorable and heneficial to the East India CUlllpany, 
who bv the said treaty ohtained frolu the 
lahrattas 
w , 
a cession of considerable tracts of COUll try, the )lah- 
ratta share of the city of Baroach, tweh-e lacs. of ru- 
pees for tflC expen
cs of the said unjust war, and 
partieularly the islalid of Salsette, of which the Presi- 
dency of BOlubay had po

e
sed theln
el 'yes by sur- 
prise and treachery. That, in return for these ex- 
traordinary concc

ions, the articles principally in- 
si
tcd on by the :\lahrattas, ,,'ith a view to their own 
future tranquillity and internal quiet, were, that no 
as.
i,'itance 
:Jwuld be gh'en to an!} sllldect or servant of 
the Pe.f.)nw(l that should cause dÙdur[;ances OJ' rclJellion 
in the Jh(hratta domÙlion.
, and particularly that the 
Engli
h should not arsðist RagoJlaut Row, to ,,-horn 
the )Iahrattas agreed to allo,v fi,-e lacs of rupees 
a year, or a jaghire to that 31nount, and that he 
slloul\l reside at TIenares. That, lleYerthele
s, the 
Presidency of BOlnbay did rëccive and keep Rago- 
naut Row at BOlnbay, did furnish hilll with a COll- 
sic1ei'ahle establisluueut, and continue to carryon 
secret intrigues and negotiations with hiln, thereby 
giving just ground of jealousy and distrust to the 

Iahratta state. That the late Colonel John Upton, 
1>y whonl the treaty of Poorullder ,vas negotiated and 
concluded, did declare to the Governor-General and 
Council, " that, while Ragonaut Row resides at Bonl. 
bay in expectatï'on of being supported, the nlÎnisters 
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can place no confidence in the Council there, which 
n1ust 1l0\V be productive of the greatest inconveniencies, 
and perhap:s in the end of fatal consequences." That 
the said \Yarren Hastings, concurring ,vith his COUll- 
cil, which then consisted of Sir John Clavering, Rich- 
ard TIar,vell, and Philip Francis, Esquires, did, un the 
18th of August, 1777, declare to the Presidency of 
BOlnuay, that" he could see no reason to douut that 
the presence of Ragoba at BOll1bay ,vould continue to 
be an insuperable bar to the COlllplction of the treaty 
concluded ,vith the 
Iahratta gOyernlnent ; nor could 
any sincere cordiality and good understanding be es- 
tablished with theIn, as long as he should appear to 
derive encouragell1ent and support from the English." 
That Sir John Claverillg died soon after, and that the 
late Edward 'Vheler, Esquire, succeeded to a seat in 
the Suprelne Council. That on the 29th of January, 
1778, the Governor-General aHd Council received a 
letter frolll the Presidency of BOlnbay, dated 12th 
Deceu1ber, 1777, in which they declared, " that they 
haù agreed to give encouragenlent to a party fonned 
in Ragoba's favor, and flattered. thelnselves they 
should meet with the hearty concurrence of the 
Governor-General and Council in the nleasures they 
might be obliged to pursue in consequence." That 
the party so described ,vas said to consist of four 
principal persons in the 1\fahratta state, on whose 
part sorne overtures had been 111ade to 1\11'. 'Villianl 
Lewis, the Resident of Bombay at Poonah, for tlte 
assistance of the Company to bring Ragoba to Poonalt. 
That the said 'Varren Hastings, iInlnediately on the 
receipt of the preceding advices, did propose and 
carry it in Council, by nleans of his casting voice, 
and against the remonstrances, argliments, and sol- 
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emn prote
t of two Iuclubers of the Supreme Coun- 
cil, that the sanction of that government should be 
given to the plan which the President and Council 
of BOlubay had agreed to forIn with the 
Iahratta 
governn1ent; and also that a supply of money (to tbe 
an10unt of ten lacs of rupees) should be inunediately 
granted to th
 President and Council of BOlubay for 
the support of their engagernents abo'!Je mentioned
' and 
also that a n1Ïlitary force should be sent to the Presi- 
dency of BOInbay. That in defence of these resolu- 
tions the said 'Van'en Hastings did falsely pretend 
and affirlll, " that the resolution of the Presidency of 
BOll1bay was forlned on such a case of inuninent neces- 
sity as ,vonId have rendered it dangerous to postpone- 
the execution of it until the orders froln the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council luight arrive; and that 
the said Presidency of BOlubay were 'It'arranted by the 
treaty of Poorunder to join in a plan for conducting 
Ragonaut Row to Poonah on the application of the 
ruling part of the 
Iahratta state": whereas the main 
object of the said treaty on the part of the 
Iahrattas, 
[Iud to obtain which they made luany Ï1nportant con- 
(e
sions to the India COlupany, ,vas, that the English 
bÍlunld ,vithdraw their forces, and give no assistance 
to Ragoba, aHd that he should be excluded forever 
froln any share in their governluent, being a person 
universally held in abhorrence in the 
Iahratta elupire ; 
and if it had been true (instead of being, as it ,vas
 
notoriously false) that the 'ruling part of the adll1iu- 
istration qf the 
Iahratta state solicited the return 
of Ragonaut Row to Poonah, his return in that case 
might have been effected by acts of their own, with- 
out the interposition of the English power, and with- 
out our interference in their affairs. That it was the. 
VOL, IX. 16 
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special duty of the said "arren Hastings, derived 
fron1 a special tru
t reposed in hinl and power com- 
mitted to hirn by Parlian1ent, to have restrained, as 
by law he had authority to do, the subordinate Presi- 
dencv' of BOI11bay frolu entering into hostilities ,vith 
the 
Iahrattas, or from Inakillg engagements the man
 
ifest tendency of which was to enter into those hostil- 
itie
, and to have put a stop to theI11, if any such had 
been begun; that he ,vas bound by the duty of his 
office to preserve the faith of the British governn1ent, 
pledged in the treaty of Poorunder, inviolate and sa- 
cred. as well as hy the special orders and instructions 
of the East India Company to ji,1; his attention to the 
pre
e}Tation o..f peace throu!Jlwut Lulirl: all which inl- 
portallt duties the said 'Yarren Hastings did 'wilfully 
violate. in giying the sanctiün of the Governor-General 
and Council to the dangerons, faithless. and ill-con- 
certed projects of the Pre--ident and Council of Bom- 
bay hereinbefore 111entioned, frolu 'which the subse- 
quent )Iahratta war, with all the expense, distress, 
and di
graces which haye attended it. took their COlll- 
mencen1ent: and that the said \\... arren Hastings, 
therefore, is 
pecially and principally answerahle for 
the said ,val', and for all the consequences thereof. 
That in a letter dated the 
Oth of January.. 1,.8. the 
President and Council of BOlnbay inforlued the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council, that, in consequence of 
later intelligence receiyed fronl Poonah, they had Í7n- 
rnediately 're
oh'ea that '}lothing J"urther could be done, 
unless Saccaram Baboo, the principal in the late treaty 
(of Poorunder) joined in making a formal application 
to them. That no such application was ever l11ade by 
that person. That the said 'Yarren Hastings. finding 
that all this pretended ground for engaging in an ill- 
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vasion of the 
 ahr.. a ,:::o\""ernlll :1111. bad totany fdiled 
did then pre end to 
ri\""e credit to. and to be {!reatly 
alarmed by. the 
\l,=_eqion of the President an 
unciI of Bombay. that the 
fahratt3
 were ne o tia - 
in!!' with the French. and had agreed t.o !:rjxe them tbe 
port of ChouL on the 
Ialabar coast. and did affirm 
tl at the French lad {/
 
ft _.s
i t ( 
Tha all tbe
e u

tions and 
,.. rtion
 were fa15 
 
and if they bad been true would ba
e fnrni.r;;;hed no 
ju
 occa5ion for attacki 1 1::: either the 
f ahrattas r 
be French. with both of wbom tbe Briti,h nation 
wa. then a peace. That tbe c:aid "Tarren HJ,tio_'" 
did tben pro se and carry tbe followiu::: r ::olution 
in Council.. 3gain
 the pro .... of two members there- 
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intention to disturb the peace of India, by the unfor- 
tUllato success of which intention, and by tho contin- 
ued efforts of tho said ITastings, tho groatest part of 
India has beon for seyeral rears involved in a bloody 
and calan1itous ,val'. That ,both the Court of Direc- 
tors and Court of Proprietors did specially instruct 
the said '\Yarren Hastings, in all his Ineasures, " to 
make the safety and prosperity of Bengal his princi- 
pal object," and did heavily censure the said 'Varrcn 
IIastillgs for having en1ployed their troops at a groat 
distance froln Bengal in a ,val' against the Rohillas, 
which the IIouse of COlnn10ns have pronounced to be 
iniquito'Us,* and did on that occasion expressly declare, 
" that they disapproved of all such distant expeditions 
as Inight eventually carry their forces to any situation 
too 1'elnote to adillit of their speedy and safe return 
to the protection of their own provinces, in case of 
elnergcncy." t That the said 'Varren IIastillgs never- 
theless ordered a detaclul1en t fro In tho Bengal anny 
to cross the J n1l1ua, and to proceed across tho penin- 
sula by a circuitous route through the dialllond coun- 
try of Bllndelcund, and through the dominions of 
the Rajah of Berar, situated in the centre of Hindos- 
tan, and did thereby strip the provinces subject to the 
gOYOrnn1ont of Fort 'Villialn of a considerable part of 
their established defence, and did thereby disobey the 
general instructions and positive orders of tho Court 
of Directors, (given upon occasion of a crilne of the 
saIne nature comlnitted by tho said Hastings,) and 
was guilty of a high crimo and n1isden1eanor. 
That the said 'Varron Hastings, having taken the 
moasures hereinbefore described for supporting those 
of the Prosidency of BOlubay, did, on the 23d of 
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larch, 1778, "invest the said Pre
idency with au- 
thority to form a new alliance ,vith Ragoba, and to 
engago with hÜn in any schelne which they should 
dceln expedient and safe for retrieving his affairs." 
That the said IIastings was then in possession of a 
letter frOll1 the Court of Directors, dated the 4th of 
July, 1777, containing a positive order to the Presi- 
dency of ROlubay in the following words. " Though 
that treaty" (n1eaning the treaty of Poorunder) " is 
not, upon the whole, so agreeable to us as ,,"'0 could 
,vish, still we are resolved strictly to adhere to it on 
our parts. Yon nHlst therefore be particularly vigi- 
lant, "Thilc Ragoba is with you, to prcvcnt hinl froln 
fonning any plan against what is called thc ministe- 
rial party at Poonah; and we hereby positively order 
you not to engage ,vith hÍln in any schen1e ,,?hatever 
in retrieving his affairs, wit.hout the consent of the 
Governor-Gencral and Council, or the Court of Direc- 
tors." That the said Ragoba neither did or could 
fortn any plan for his rcstoration but what ,yas and 
lllUSt he against the nlinisterial party at Poonah, who 
held and exerciscd the regency of that state in the in- 
fancy of the Peslnva; and that, supposing hinl to have 
fornlCd any other scheme, in conjunction with Bonl- 
bay, for 'retrieving his affairs, the said IIastings
 in 
gi\yiug a previous general authority to the Presiden- 
cy of BOlubay to engage with Ragoba in any schclne 
for that purpose, without knowing what such schciue 
n1ight be, and thereby relinquishing and tran5ferrin
 
to the discretioll of a subordinate gOyerlllllcllt that 
superintendence and control over all Ineasures tcnd- 
iug to create or provoke a war which the law had 
exclusively vested in the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil, was guilty of a high crÍ1ne and misdemeanor. 
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That the said 'Varren IIastings, having first declared 
that the Jneasures taken by hiJn were for the support 
of the ongagOluents lnaùe by the Presidency of BOln- 
bar in favor of Ragoba, did afterwards, ,vhen it ap- 
peared that those negotiatious were entirely laid aside, 
declare that his apprehension of the conseq nence of 
a pretended intrigue between tho l\Iahrattas and the 
Frolleh 'Was the sole 'Jïlotive of all tlte late 'JneaSll1"eS taken 
for tlte support of tlte Presidency of B01nbay
' but that 
neither of the preceding declarations contained tho 
true H10tives and objects of the said Hastings, whose 
real purpose, as it appeared soon after, ,vas, to make 
use of the superiority of the British power in India to 
carryon offensive ,val'S, and to pursue schelnes of con- 
quest, Ï1npolitic and unjust in their design, ill-concert- 
ed in the execution, and 'which, as this House has 
resolved, Itave brougltt great calarnities on India, and 
enorJïWUS expenses on tlte East India Oonlpany. 
That the said 'Varren Hastings, on the 22d of 
Juue, 1778, Inade the following declaration in Coun- 
cil. " 
Iuch less can I agree, that, with such superior 
ad van tages as ,ve possess over every power ,vhich can 
oppose us, ,ve should act '{nerel!J on the difensive. On 
the COIl trary, if it be really true that the British anns 
and influence have suffered so severe a check in the 
'Vestern ,vorId, it is 1110re inculnbeut on those ,vho 
arc charged ,vith the interests of Great Britain in the 
East to exert themselves for the retrieval of the national 
los.'J. 'Ve have the 111eans in our power, and, if they 
are not frustrated by our own dissensions, I trust that 
the event of this expedition ,viII yield every advantage 
for the attain'lnent of 'lDlâch it was underta!cen." That, 
in pursuance of the principles avowed in the preced- 
ing declaration, the said 'Varrell IIastings, on the 9th 
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of July, 1778, did propose and carry it in Council, 
that an Clnuassy. should be sent froln Bengal to 
Ioo- 
dajee Roosla, the Rajah of Berar, - falsely asserting 
that the said Rajah" was, by interest and inclination, 
likely to join in an alliance ,vith the British govern- 
ment, and suggesting that hvo advantages nlÎght be 
offered to hinl as the inducenlents to it: first, the 
support of his pretensions to the sovereign power" 
(viz., of the 
Iahratta empire); ,', second, the recov- 
ery of the captures Inac1e on his donlÎnions by Nizam 
Ali." That the said Hastings, having already given 
full authority to the Presidency of BOlnbay to engage 
the British faith to Ragonaut Row to support him in 
his pretensions to the goverUluent or to the regency 
of the l\Iahratta elnpire, ,vas guilty of a high crime 
and nlisdenleanor in proposing to engage the same 
British faith to support the pretensions of another 
conlpetitor for the same object; and that, in offering 
to assist the Rajah of Berar to recover the captures 
Inade on his donlÎnions by the Xizalu, the said Hast- 
ings did endeavor, a.s far as depended on him, to en- 
gage the British nation in a nlost unjust and utter- 
ly un provoked war against the said Nizaln, between 
wholl1 and the East India Conlpany a treaty of peace 
and friendship did then subsist, unviolated on his 
part, -notwithstanding the said Hastings ,vell knew 
that it Inade part of the East India COlnpany's funda- 
mental policy to support that prince against the 
Iah- 
rattas, and to consider hÍ1n as one of the few remaining 
chiefs who 'were yet capable of coping with the l1fahrat- 
tas, and that it was the Company's true interest to pre- 
serve a good understanding with him. That, by hold- 
ing out sucli offers to the Rajah of Berar, the said 
Hastings professed to hope that the Rajah would ar. 
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dently catch at the objects presented to his an
bition; 
and although the said I-Iastings did about this tilne 
lay it ùown as a Inaxinl that tl
e}'e is always a greater 
advantage in receiving solicitations than in rnaking ad- 
vances, he nevertheless declared to the said Rajah that. 
in the whole of his conduct he had departed from the 
comrnon line of policy, and had made advances where 
others in his situation would have waited for solicitation. 
That the said unjust and dangerous projects did not 
take effect, because the Rajah of Berar refused to join 
or be concerned therein; yet so earnest was the said 
Hastings for tho execution of those projects, that in 
a subsequent letter he daringly and treacherously 
assured the Rajah, " that, if he had accepted of the 
terms offereù hinl by Colonel Goddard, and conclud- 
ed a treaty with the govenllllent of Bengal upon theIn, 
he should have held the obligation of it superior to 
that of any engagelnent forl11ed by the governnlent 
of BOlnbay, and should have thought it his duty to 
maintain it, &c., against every consideration even of 
the 'most valuable interests and safety of the English pos- 
sessions 'intnu;;tecl to ltis charge." That all the offers of 
the said IIastings ,vere rejected ,vith slight and con- 
telllpt by the Rajah of Berar; but the sanle being 
discovered, and generally kno,vn throughout India, 
did fill thë chief of the princes and states of India 
with a general suspicion and distrust of the anlbitious 
designs and treacherous principles of the British gov- 
ernmcnt, and with au universal hatred of the British 
nation. That the said princes and states ,vere there- 
by so thoroughly cOllvinced of the necessity of uniting 
amongst themselves to oppose a power ,vhich kept no 
faith with any of them, and equally thl'ëatened theln 
all, that, renouncing all fornler enmities against each 
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other, they united in a COlnmon confederacy against 
the English, viz.: the Pesh \Va, as representative of the 

lahratta state, and 
Ioodajee Boosla, the Rajah of 
Berar, that is, the principal Hilldoo powers of India, 
on one side; and Hyder Ali, and the Nizalu of the 
Deccan, that is, the principal 
Iaholnedan powers of 
India, on the other: and that in consequence of this 
confederacy Hyder Ali inyaded, overran, and ruined 
the Carllatic; and that 
Ioodajee' Boosla, instead of 
ardentl!J catching at the objects presented to his ambition 
by the said Hastings, sent an arlny to the frontiers of 
Bengal, - which arn1Y the said \Varren Hastings was 
at length forced to buy off ,vith twenty-six lacs of ru- 
pees, or 300,000l. sterling, after a series of negotia- 
tions with the )Iahratta chiefs ,vho C0l11111anded that 
arn1Y, founded and cond uctec1 on principles so dishon- 
orable to the British nan1e and character, that the Se- 
cret COlun1ittee of the House of COlnmons, by ,vholn 
the rest of the proceedings in that business were 
reported to the House, have upon due consideration 
thought it proper to leave out tlte letter of instructions to 
11II". Anderson, viz., those given by the said Warren 
Hastings to the representative of the British govern- 
ment, and concerning which the said cOlnn1Ïttee have 
reported in the following te1'1ns: "The schemes of 
policy by which the Governor-General seenlS to have 
dictated the instructions he gave to 
lr. A.ndersol1" 
(the gentleillan deputed) "will also appear in this 
docUluent, as ,veIl respecting the particular succes- 
sion to the rauje, as also the 1110de of accomn10dating 
the demand of chout, the establisillnent of 'which was 
apparently the great aim of 
loodajee's political ma- 
næuvres, 'while the Goyernor-General's ,yish to de- 
feat it was avowedly more intent on the reu10val of a 
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nOlninal disgrace than 011 the anxiety or resolution to 
be freed froln an expensive, if an unavoidable incum- 
brance. " 
That, ,vhile the said 'Yarren I1astings ,vas endeav- 
oring to persuade the Rajah of Berar to engage .with 
hi111 in a sche111e to place the said Rajah at. the head 
of the l\Iahratta elnpire, the Presidency of BOlnbay, 
by virtue of the powers specially vested in then1 for 
that purpose by the said Hastings, did really engage 
,vith Rag-onant Row, the other con1petitor for the 
saIne object, and sent a great part of their n1ilitary 
force, established for the defence uf BOlnbay, on an 
expedition with Ragonaut Row, to invade the dOlnin- 
ions of the Peshwa, and to take Poonah, the capital 
thereof; that this arnly, being surrounded and over- 
po\vered by the 
fahrattas, ,vas obliged to capitulate; 
and then, through the n10deratiol1 of the 
Iahrattas, 
,vas pel'lnitted to return quietly, but very disgracefully, 
to BOlnbay. That, supposing the said vVarren 11ast- 
ings could have been justified in abandoning the proj- 
ect of reinstating Ragonaut Row, which he at first 
authorized and prol11ised to support, and in preferring 
a scheme to place the Rajah of Berar at the head of 
the 
Iahratta en1pirc, he ,vas bonnd by his duty, as 
well as in justice to the Presidency of B01l1bay, to give 
that Presidency tiluely notice of such his intention, 
and to have restrained then1 positively froln resunl- 
ing their own project; that, on the contrary, the said 
vVarren IIastings did, on the 17th of August, 1778, 
again authorize the said Presidency" to assist Ragoba 
,vith a n1ilitary force to conduct hhn to Poonah, and 
to establish hhn in the regency there," and, so far 
from con1111unicating his change of plan to BOlnbay, 
did keep it concealed fron1 that Presidency, insolnuch 
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that, even so late as the 19th of February, lï 79, 
'Yillianl 1101'nby, theil Goyernor of B0111bay, declared 
in Council his total ignorance of the schen1es of the 
said IIastiugs ill the following tenns: "The schelnes 
of the Governor-General and Council with regard to 
the Rajah of Berar being yet unlcnown to us, it is Ì1n- 
possible for us to found auy n1easures on then1; yet 
I cannot help now observing, that, if, as has been 
conjectured, the gentlelnen of that Presidency have 
en tertained thoughts of restoring, in his person, the 
ancient Rajah governlnent, the atten1pt seen1S like- 
ly to be attended ,vith no slnall difficulty." That, 
whereas the said V{ a1'ron IIastings did repeatedly 
affinn that it ,vas his intention to support the plan 
fOrIned by the Presidency of BOlnbay in favor of 
Ragoba, and did repeatedly authorize and encourage 
then1 to pursue it, he did nevertheless, at the saIne 
tÏlne, in his letters and declarations to the Peshwa, 
to the Nizaln, and to the Rajah of Berar, falsely and 
perfidiously affil'ln, that it never was nor is designed by 
the Englislt clâefs to give support to Ragonaut Row,- 
that he ( Hastings) had no idea of supporting Ragonaut 
lloUJ, - and that the detach11wnt Ite had sent to B011zbay 
'was solely to aUHß tlte French, 'without tlte least design 
to assist Ragonaut Row. That, supposing it to have 
been the sole ]J1'"ofessed intention of the said IIastings, 
in sending an arn1Y across India, to protect BOlnbay 
agaill
t a French invasion, even that pretence ,vas 
fabe, and used only to cover the real design of the 
said IIastings, viz., to engage in projects of ,val' and 
conqnest ,vith the Rajah of Berar. That on the 11th 
of October, 1778, he infonned the said Rajah" that 
the detaclllnent ,,,"ould soon arrivc in Ilis territories, 
and depend on hin1 [
Ioodajee Boosla] for its subse- 
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quent operations"; that on the 7th of December, 
1778, the said Hastings reyokèd the powers he had 
before given * to tho Presidency of BOlnbay over the 
detaclununt, declaring that the eyent of Colonel God- 
dard's negotiation with tho Rajah of Borar 
{)as likely 
to cause a 
'ery speedy and essential change in the design 
and operation.'; of tlte detachment
. and that on the 4th 
of 
Iarch, 1779, tho said Hastings, inllnediately after 
receiving advice of the defeat of the BOlnlJay arlny 
near Poonah, and when BOlnbay, if at any tinle, par- 
ticularly required to be protected against a French 
invasion, did declare in Council that he 1.lJished for tlte 
'return of the detaclanent to Bera'r, and dreaded to Iteal. 
of its proceeding to tlte J.J[alabar coast: and therefore, 
if the said IIastings did not think that BOlnbay ,vas 
in danger of being attacked by the French, he ,vas 
guilty of repeated falsehoods in affinning the contrary 
for the purpose of covering a criminal design; or, if 
he thought that BOlnbay was in1n1ediatoly threatened 
\vith that danger, he then ,vas guilty of treachery in 
ordering an arlUY necessary on that supposition to the 
imlnediate defrnce of BOlnbay to halt in Berar, to de- 
pond on the Rajah of Borar for its subsequent opera- 
tions, or on the event of a negotiation with that prince, 
which, as the said Hastings declared, 'Was likely to 
cause a very speedy and essential change in tlte design 
and operations of the detachment; and finally, in de- 
claring that he dreaded to hear of the said detach- 
ment's proceeding to the lIIalabar coast, whither he 
ought to haye ordered it to proceed ,vithout delay, 
if, as he has solelnnly affinncd, it was true that Ite 
had been told [I!J tlte ltiglzest rt1ltltority that a poweJful 
armalnent ltad been prepared iu J/raJlce, tlte fin5t object 


'* On the 15th of Noycmhcr, 
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of 
l'hÙ>lt 
cas an attaclc 'Upon BomlJay, and that he 
knew witlt 17lO7'aZ certainty t!tat all the powers of the 
adjacent continent u'ere 'ready to ioin the inra
ion. 
That through the whole of these transactions the 
said "... arren Hastings has been guilty of continued 
falsehood, fraud, contradiction, and duplicity, highly 
dishonorable to the character of the Rriti
h nation; 
that, in consequence of the unjust and ill-concerted 
schen1es of the said IIastings, the British anns, here- 
toforc respected in India, have suffered repeated dis- 
graces, and great calan1Ïtics 11a\e becn thereby brought 
upon India; and that the. said "... arren Hastings, as 
well in exciting and prolnoting the late unprovoked 
and unjustifiable war against the 
lahrattas, as in the 
conduct thereof, has been guilty of sundry high crilnes 
and n1Ïsden1eanors. 
That, by the definitive treaty of peace concluded 
with the )lahrattas at Poorunder, on the 1st of )Iarch, 
1776, the 
Iahrattas gayc up all right and title to the 
island of Salsette" unjustly taken frorn then1 by the 
Presidency of llolnbay; did also give up to the Eng- 
lish Con1pany fore\cr all right and title to their en- 
tire shares of the city and purgullnah of Baroach; did 
also gi\e forever to the English Conlpany a country 
of three lacs of rupees reyen ne, near to llaroach; and 
did also agree to pay to the Con1pany twe1\.e lacs of 
rupees, in part of the expenses of the Bnglish arIuy: 
and that the tenl1S of the said treaty 
()ere honorable 
and ad
'antageolls to the India Company. * 
That "... arren Hastings, haying broken the said 
treaty, and forced the 
Iahrattas into another ,val' by 
a repeated invasion of their country, and IUlyillg con- 
ducted that war in the manner hereinbefore described, 


· Resolution of the House of Commons, 28th :\In
., 1782. 
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did, on the 17th of 
ray, 1782, by the agency of 
Ir. 
David Anderson, conclude another treaty of perpetual 
friend
hip and alliance with the 1\Iahrattas, by which 
the said Hastings agreed to deliver up to thenl all 
the countries, places, cities, and forts, particularly the 
island of Bassein, (taken from the Peshwa during the 
war,) and to relinquish all clahn to the country of 
three lacs of rupees cedrd to the COlllpany by the 
treaty of Poorunder; that the said Warren flastings 
did alsq at the said tÏlne, by a private and separate 
agTeen1eut, deliver up to 
rahdajee Sindia the whole 
of the city of Baroach, -. that is, not only the share 
in the said city which the India COlnpany acquired by 
the treaty of Poorunder, but the other share thereof 
,vhich the India Company possessed for several years 
before that treaty; and that alnong the reasons as- 
signed by 1\11'. David Anderson for totally stripping 
the Presidency of Bombay of all their possessions on 
the l\Ialaùar coast, he has declared, "that, froll1 the 
general tenor of the rest of the treaty, the settlen1ent 
of Bon1ùay would be in future put on such a footing 
that it Inight ,veIl LeC0111e a question whether the pos- 
session of an inconsiderable territory without forts 
'vonld not be attcnded w'Ïth more loss than advan- 
tage, as it lnust necessarily occasion cOllsiderable 
expense, n1ust require troops for its defence, and 
Inight probably in the end lead, as Sindia appre- 
bended, to a renewal of ,val'. " 
That the said 'Varren Hastings, having in this 
manner put an end to a war comillenced by hilll 
without provocation, and continued by hÏlu without 
necessity, anë. having for tbat purpose Inade so InallY 
sacrifices to the 
lahrattas in points of essential inter- 
est to the India Company, did consent and agree to 
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other articles utterly dishonorable to the British name 
and character, having sacrificed or abandoned every 
one of the native princes who by Ids solicitations and 
pronlises had been engaged to take part with us in 
the war, - and that he did so without necessity: 
since it appears that Silldia, the )Iahratta chief who 
concluded the treaty, in every part of his conduct rnan- 
ifested a !tearty desire of establishing a peace with us; 
and that this was the disposition of all the parties in 
the l\Iahratta confederacy, who were only kept togeth- 
er by a general dread of their COll1n10n c:nell1Y, the 
English, and who only waited for a cessation of hostili- 
ties with us to return to their habitual and perlnanellt 
clunity against each other. That the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Council, in their letter of 31st August, 1781, 
n1ade the following declaration to the Court of Direc- , 
tors. "The 
Iahrattas have delnallùed the sacrifice of 
the person of Ragonaut Row, the surrender of the fort 
and territories of Ahmedabad, and of the fortress of 
Gllalior, u'hich are not ours to give, and 'll'hich 'we could 
not wrest fronl t"'e p'roprietoJ's without the greatest vio- 
lation of public faith. No state of affairs, in our opin- 
ions, could ,varrant our acquiesccnce to such requisi- 
tion; and we are morally certain, that, had we yielded 
to them, such a consciousness of the state of our af- 
fairs would have been itnplied as would have produced 
an effect the very revcrse froln that for which it ,vas 
intended, by raising the presulnption of the cneIny to 
exact yet 1110re ignmniniolls tenus, or perhaps their 
refusal to accept of any; nor, in our opinion, ,vould 
they haye failed to excite in others the 
alne belief, 
and the consequent decision of all parties against us, 
as the natural consequences of our decline." That 
the said Hastings himself, in his instructions to )Ir. 
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on, after authorizing hÏ1n to restore all 
that ,ve had conquered during the ,val', exprc

ly 
"excepted .AJul1cdauaù, and the territory conquered 
for Futty Sing Gwico,var." That, nevertheless, the 
said Hastings, in the peace concluded by him, hat: 
yielded to everyone of the conditions reprobated in 
the preceding declarations as igno1uinious and inCOIll- 
patible \vith public faith. 
That the said 'Val'l'en Hastings did abandon the 
Ranna of Gohud in the luanneI' already charged; and 
that the said Ranna has not only lost the fort of 
Gualior, but all his o\vn cOllntry, and is hill1self a pris- 
oner. That the said lIastings did not interpose to ob- 
tain any tern1S in favor of the Nabob of Bopaul, ,vho 
was witlt great reason desirous of concealing frO'Jn tlte 
lJIahrattas the attacll1nent lw had borne to tlte English 
gove'ì"117nent : * the said Nabob having a just dread of 
the danger of being exposed to the resellÌlnent of the 
}'Iahrattas, and no dependence on the faith and pro- 
tection of the English. That by the ninth article 
of the treaty with Putty Sing it \va
 stipulated, that, 
\vhen a negotiation for peace should take place, his 
iuterest should be prill1arily considered; and that 
1\11'. David Anderson, the Ininister and representative 
of the Governor-General and Council, did declare to 
Sindia, that it ,vas indispensably incun1hent on us 
to support Futty Sing's rights: that, nevertheless, 
every acquisition made for or by the said Futty Sing 
during the war, particularly the fort and territories of 
Ahmedabad, ,vere given up Ly the said Hastings; that 
Futty Sing was replaced under the subjection of the 
Peshwa, (whose resentInent he had provoked by tak- 
ing part with us in the war,) and under an obligation 
. Anderson's letter of 26th January, 1782. 
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to pay a tribute, not specified, to the Peshwa, and to 
perform such selTices and to be subject to such obe- 
dience a.s had long been e
tablisJted and cuist07naIY
' and 
that, no lin1Ït being fixed to such tribute or services, 
the said Futty Sing has been left 'wholly at the lllercy 
of the )Iahratfas. 
That, with respect to Ragoba, the said Hastings, in 
his instructions to 
Ir. A.nderson, dated 4th of K 0- 
vember, 1781, contented hinlself with saying, "'V e 
cannot totally abandon the interests of Ragonaut 
11ow. Endeavor to obtain for hiln an adequate pro- 
yi
ion." That 
Ir. ..Anderson declared to 
Iahdajee 

india,* "that, as w'e had given Ragoba protection 
as an independent prince, and not brought hinl in- 
to our settlenlont as a prisoner, ,ve could not in 
honor pretend to Ïlnpose the smallest restraint on his 
\vill, and he nlust be at liberty to go wherever he 
pleased; that it nlust rest "ith Sindia hÌlnself to 
prevail on hiln to reside in his country: all that 
\,e could do was to agree, after a reasonable time, 
to withdraw OU1' protection fro'llt !tim, and not to in- 
sist on the payment of tlte st
)end to Jdln, as Sindia 
had proposed, unless on the condition of his resid- 
ing in some part of Sindia
s territories." 
That, notwithstanding all the preceding declara- 
tions, and in violation of the public faith repeatedly 
pledged to Ragoba, he was totally abandoned by the 
said Hastings in the treaty, no provision whatever 
being Il1ade even for his subsistence, but oIi a con- 
dition to which he could not submit ,vithout the 
certain loss of his liberty and probable hazard of 
his life, nalnely, that he should voluntarily and of his 
O1.t'n accord repair to Sindia, and quietly reside with 
.. Anderson's lcttcr of 24th February, 1782. 
VOL. IX. 17 
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him. That such treacherous desertion of the said 
Ragoba is not capable of being justified by any plea 
of necessity: but that in fact no such necessity ex- 
isted; since it appears that the Nizam, 'vho of all the 
contracting parties in the confederacy ,vas person- 
ally 1110st hostile to Ragoba, did himself propose that 
Ragoba might have an option given hinz of residing 
within the COlnpany's territories. 
That the plan of negotiating a peace ,vith the 

Iahrattas by application to Sindia, and through 
his mediation, was earnestly reco111111ended to the 
said IIastings by the Presidency of Bombay so early 
as in February, 1779, ,vho stated clearly to hÍln the 
reasons ,vhy such application ought to be made to 
Sindia in preference to any other of the l\fahratta 
chief.
, and ,vhy it would probably be successful; 
the truth and justice of which reasons were fully 
evinced in the issue, when the said Hastings, after 
incurring, by t,vo years' delay, all the losses and 
distresses of a calamitous war, did actualJy pursue 
that very plan with much less effect or advantage 
than Inight have been obtained at the time the 
advice was given. That he neglected the advice 
of the Presidency of Bornbay, and retarded the 
peace, as well as Inade its conditions worse, from 
an obstinate attachment to his project of an alli- 
ance offensive and defensive ,vith the Rajah of Be- 
rar, the object of which was rather a lle,v war than 
a termination of the war then existing against the 
Peshwa. 
That the said Hastings did further elnbarrass and 
retard the conclusion of a peace hy employing dif- 
fcren t ministers at the courts of the several con- 
federate powers, whom he severally eU1powercd to 
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treat and negotiate a peace. That these ministers, 
not acting in concert, not knowing the extent of 
each other's commissions, and having no instruc- 
tions to C0l11111Unicate their respective proceedings 
to each other, did in effect counteract their several 
negotiations. That this ,,"'ant of concert and of 
silnplicity, and the Inystery and intricacy in the 
Illode of conducting the negotiation on our part, 
wa
 cOlnplained of by our luinisters as en1Larrass- 
iug and disconcerting to us, while it 'was adyanta- 
geons to the adyerse party, who were thereby fnr- 
nished with opportunity and pretence for delay, 
'when it snited their purpose, and enabled to play 
off one set of negotiators against another; that it 
also created je
lousy and distrust in the various 
con tending parties, with whom we were treating at 
the saIne tinle, and to whonl we were obliged to 
Inake contradictory professions, while it betrayed 
and exposed to theln all our own eagerness and 
Îlllpatience for peace, raising thereby the general 
claims and pretensions of the enemy. That, while 
Dalhousie Watherston, Esquire, 'was treating at 
Poonah, and David Änderson, Esquire, in Sindia's 
camp, with separate powers applied to the same ob- 
ject, the minister at Poonah informed the said Wa- 
therstoll, that he had received proposals for peace 
froln the Nabob of Ärcot ,vith the approbation of Sir 
Eyre Coote; that he had returned other proposals 
to the said Nabob of .Arcot, who had assured him, 
the Ininister, that thos
 proposals would be acceded to, 
and that lJIr. JIacpherson would set outfor Bengal, af- 
ter which orders should be irnnwdiately dispatched from 
the Honorable the Governor- General and Council to the 

ffect he wished; that the said X a bob "had prom. 
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ised to obtain and forward to him the expected 
orders from Bengal in fifteen days, and that he was 
therefore every instant in expectation of their arl;i- 
val, - and observed, that, when General Goddard 
proposed to send a confidcn tial person to Poonah, 
he conceived that those orders must have actually 
reached 11iIll": that thereforc the treaty fonnal1y 
concluded by David .Anderson was in effect and 
substance the saIne with that offered and in reality 
concluded by the Nabob of Arcot, with the excep- 
tion only of Salsette, \vhich the Nabob of Arcot had 
agreed to restore to the 1\1 ahrattas. 
That the intention of the said 'Varren Hastings, 
in pressing for a peace 'with the 1\la11rattas on tern1S 
so dishonorable and by 111eaSUres so rash and iH- 
concerted, was not to restore and establish a general 
peace throughout India, but to engage the India 
00111pany in a new ,val' against IIyder Ali, and 
to n1ake the 1\fahrattas parties therein. That the 
eagerness and passion ,vith 'which the said Ha
tings 
pursued this object laid hin1 open to the 
fahrattas, 
,vho depended thereon for obtaining 
hateYer they 
should dCl11and from us. That, in order to carry 
the point of an offensive alliance against Hyder Ali, 
the said Hastings exposed the negotiation for peace 
,vith the 1\lah1'attas to many difficulties and delays. 
That the 1\fahrattas were bound by a clear and re- 
cent engagelnent, which Hyder had never violated 
in any article, to make no peace with us '\i'hich 
should not include him; t113:t they pleaded the sa- 
cred nature of this ohligation in answer to all our 
requisitions on this head, while the said Hastings, 
still Ï1nportunate for his favorite point, suggested 
to them various means of reconciling a substantial 
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breach of their engageillent 'with a formal observance 
of it, and taught thenl ho\v they might at once be 
parties in a peace with Hyder Ali and in an of- 
fensive alliance for inullediate hostility against hilll. 
That these lessons of public duplicity and artifice, 
and these devices of ostensible faith and real treach- 
ery, could have no effect but to degrade the national 
character, and to inspire the 
Iahrattas theillsel Yes, 
with 'whom we were in treaty, with a distrust in our 
sincerity and good faith. That the object of this 
fraudulent policy (viz., the utter destruction of Hy.- 
del' Ali, and a partition of his d0111inions) was nei- 
ther ,\Tise in itself, or authorized by the orders and 
instructions of the Oonlpanr to their servants; that 
it was incoIl1patible with the treaty of peace, in 
,vhich IIyder Ali was included, and contrary to the 
repeated and best-understood injunctions of the OOIn- 
pany, - being, in the first place, a bargain for a 
new war, and, ill the next, aiIning at an extension 
of our territory by conquest. That the best and 
soundest political opinions on the relations of these 
states have always represented our great security 
against the po\ver of the )Iahrattas to depend on 
its being balanced by that of Hyder Ali; and the 
l\Iysore country is so placed as a barrier between 
the Oarnatic and the ßIahrattas as to 111ake it our 
in terest rather to strengthen and repair that barrier 
than to leyel and de
troy it. That the said treaty 
of partition does express itself to be eventual with 
regard to the making and keeping of peace; but 
through the whole course of the said Hastings's pro- 
ceeding he did endeavor to prevent any peace with 
the Sultan or Kabob of 
Iysore, Tippoo Sahib, and 
did for a long tilHe endeavor to frustrate all th
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methods \vhich could have rendered the said treaty 
of conquest and partition \vholly unnecessary. 
That the 
fahrattas having taken no effectual step 
to oblige Hyder Ali to nlake good the conditions for 
which they had engaged in his behalf, and the \var 
continuing to be carried on in the Carnatic by Tip- 
poo Sultan, son and successor of Hyder Ali, the 
Presidency of Fort St. George undertook, upon their 
own authority, to open a negotiation \vith the said Tip- 
poo: which llleasure, though indispensably necessary, 
the said Hastings utterly disapproved and discounte- 
nanced, expressly denying that there was any ground 
or lllotive for entering into any direct or separate 
treaty with Tippoo, and not consenting to or author- 
izing any negotiation for such treaty, until after a 
cessation of hostilities had been brought about with 
hÏ1ll by the Presidency of Fort St. George, in .A.ugust, 
1773, and the lllinisters of Tippoo had been received 
and treated with by that Presidency, and cOInmission- 
ers, in return, actually sent by the said Presidency to 
the court of Poonah: which late and reluctant con- 
sent and authority \vere extorted from him, the said 
Hastings, in consequence of the acknowledglnent of 
his agent at the court of 
fahdajee Sindia, upon whom 
the såid 'Varren Hastings had depended for enforc- 
ing the clauses of the 
fahratta treaty, of the, preca- 
riousness of such dependence, and of the necessity of 
that direct and separate treaty with Tippoo, so long 
and so lately reprobated by the said 'Varren Hastings, 
notwithstanding the iufonnation and entreaties of the 
Presidency of Fort St. George, as ,veIl as the known 
distresses and critical situation of the COlllpallY's af- 
fairs. That, though the said Warren Hastings did at 
length give instructions for negotiating and lllaking 
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peace with 'fippoo, expressly adding, that those in- 
structions extended to all the points which occurred 
to lân
 or tlteJn as capable of being agitated or gained 
upon the occasion, - though the said instructions ,vere 
sent after the said cOlllmissioners by the Presidency 
of Fort St. George, ,vith directions to obey theIn,- 
though not only the said instructions ,vere obeyed, 
but advantages gained which did not occur to the 
said 'Varren Hastings, - though the said peace 
forlned a contrast with the JUahratta peace, in nei- 
ther ceding any territory possessed by the COlnpany 
before the war, or delivering up any dependant or ally 
to the vengeance of his adversaries, but providing for 
the restoration of all the countries that had been taken 
fronl the Conlpany and their allies, - though the Su- 
prell1e Council of Calcutta, fonning the legal govern- 
men t of Bengal in the absence of the said 'Varren 
Hastings, ratified the said treaty, - yet the said War- 
1'en Hastings, then absent froill the seat of govern- 
nlellt, and out of the province of Bengal, and fonning 
no legal or integral part of the governlnent during 
such absence, did, after such ratification, usurp the 
pow'er of acting as a part of such governn1ent (as if 
actually sitting in Council with the other nlembers of 
the same) in the consideration and unqualified" cen- 
sure of the tenllS of the said peace. 
That the Kabob of .A.rcot, ,vith whonl the said Hast- 
ings did keep up an un warrantable clandestine cor- 
respondence, without any cOlnnlunicatioll with the 
Presidency of 
fadras, wrote a letter of cOlllplaint, 
dated the 27th of 
farch, 1784, against the Presi- 
dency of that place, ,vithout any cOlnlllunication 
thereof to the said Presidency, the said conlplaint 
being addressed to the said 'Varren Hastings, the 
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substance of which con1plaint was, that he, the Na.. 
bob, had not been lllade a party to the late treaty; 
and although his interest had teen 
ufficielllly pro.. 
vided for in the said treaty, the said 'Yarren Hast.. 
iugs did sign a declaration, on the 23d of 
Iay, at 
Luckno,v, forn1Ïng the basis of a new article, and 
Inaldug a new party to the treaty, after it had beon 
by all parties (the Snpren1e Council of Calcutta in- 
cluded) cOlnpleted and ratified, and did transillit 
the said llew stipulation to the Presidellcy at Cal- 
cutta, solely for the purposes and at the instigation 
of the Naboh of Ârcot; and the 
aid declaration 'was 
made ,vithout any previous cOl1ullunication with the 
Presidency aforesaid, and in consequence thereof 
orders were sent Ly the Council at Calcutta to the 
Presidency of Fort St. George, 'Under tlte severest 
threats in case of dÙ;obedience: which orders, whatey- 
er were their purport, ,vould, as an undue assnnlp- 

ion of and participation in the gOyernlllent, fronl 
,vhich he was absent, Lecoille a high n1isdelneanor; 
but, bcing to the pUI'port of opening the said treaty 
after its 801e111n ratification, and proposing a lle,v 
clau
e and a now party to the saIne, was also an ag- 
gravation of such lllisden1eanor, as it tended to COll- 
vey to the Indian powers an idea of the unsteadi- 
Hess of the councils and detern1inatiolls of the British 
goVerIllUent, and to take away all reliance on its cn- 
gagelnents, and as, above all, it exposed the aflairs of 
the nation and the ConlpallY to the hazard of 
eeillg 
renewed all the calaillities of ,val', froill whence ty 
t.he conclusion of the treaty they had eillcrged, and 
upon a pretence so ,veal\: as that of proposing the Na- 
bob of Arcot to be a party to the san1e, - though he 
had not been made a party by the said 'Varrenllast- 
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iugs in the 
fahratta treaty, which professed to be for 
the relief of the Oarnatic, - though he was not a 
party to the forlner treaty ,vith Hyder, also relative 
to the Oarnatic, - though it was not certain, if the 
treaty 'were once opened, and that even Tippoo should 
then consent to that X abob's Leing a party, whether 
he, the said X aboh, would agree to the clauses of the 
S31ne, and consequently whether the said treaty, once 
opened, could afterwards be concluded: an Ullcer- 
tainty of ,vhich he, the said Hastings, should have 
learned to be aware, having already once been disap- 
pointed by the said X abob's refusing to accede to a 
treaty ,,
hich he, the said 'Yarren Hastings, made for 
him ,vith the Dutch, about a year before. 
That the said 'Yarren Hastings, - having broken a 
801en1n and honorable treaty of peace by an unjust 
and unprovoked war, - having neglected to conclude 
that war when he Inight have done it ,vithout loss of 
honor to the nation, - having plotted and contrived, 
as far as depended on hiln, to engage the India 00n1- 
pany in another war as soon as the fonner should be 
concluded, - and having at last put an end to a nlost 
unjust ,"val' against the 
Iahrattas by a nlost ignon1Ïll- 
ious peace with them, in 'which he sacrificeù ohjects 
essential to the interests, and subluitted to conditions 
utterly illcoll1patible ,vith the honor of this nation, 
and with his own declared sense of the dishonorable 
nature of those conditions, - and having endeavored 
to open alle,v the treaty concluded with Tippoo Sul- 
tan through the l11ea11S of the Presidency of Fort 
St. George, upon principles of justice and honor, and 
,vhich established peace in India, and thereby expos.. 
ing the British possessions there to the rene,val of 
the dangers and calan1Ïties of war, - has bJ these 
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several acts been guilty of sundry high crill1es and 
Inisden1eanors. 


XXI. - CORRESPONDENCE. 


THAT, by an act of the 13th year of his present 
l\Iajesty, in tituled, "An act for establishing certain 
regulations for the better man3gelnent of the affairs 
of the East India COlnpany, as well in India as in Eu- 
rope," "the Governor-General and Council are' rc- 
quired and directed to pay due obedicnce tu all such 
orders as they shall receive fro In the Court of Direc- 
tors of the said United COlnpany, and to correspond 
froln tilHe to tÏ1ne, and con::;tantly and diligently 
transn1Ït to the said Court an exact particular of all 
advices or intelligence and of all transactions and 
111atters whatsoever that shall COine to their knowl- 
edge, relating to the governlncn t, conunerce, reve- 
nues, or interest of the said United COlnpany."" 
rrhat, ill consequence of the above-recited act, the 
Court of Directors, in their general instructions of 
the 29th l\Iarch, 1774, to the Governor-General and 
Council, did direct, "that the correspondence with 
the princes or country powers in India should be 
carried on through the Governor-General only; but 
that all letters to be sent by hhn should be first ap- 
proved in Council; and that he should lay before the 
Council, at their next 111eeting, all letters received by 
hill1 in the course of such correspondence, for their 
inforlnation." 
And the Governor-General aud Council were there- 
in further ordered, " that, in transacting the business 
of their departn1ent, they should enter with the ut.. 
1110St perspicuity aud exactness all their proceedings 
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whatsoever, and all dissents, if such should at any 
tinle be 111ade by any member of their board, togcther 
with all letters sent or received in the course of their 
correspondence; and that broken sets of such pro- 
cecdings, to the latest period possible, bc transn1Ïtted 
to theln [the Court of Directors], a cOlnplete set at 
the end of every year, and a duplicate by the next 
conveyance. " 
That, in defiance of the said orders, and in breach 
of the above-recited act of Parliament, the said 'Va 1'- 
ren IIastings has, in sundry instances, concealed 
from his Council the correspondence carried on be- 
tween hinl and the princes or country powers in In- 
dia, and neglected to cOlnlnunicate the advices and 
in telligence he froln tilHe to tilne received froln the 
Briti
h Residents at the differcnt courts in India to 
the other nlelubers of the goVerIllnent, and, without 
their knowledge, counsel, or participation, has dis- 
patched orders on Inatters of the utlnost consequence 
to the interests of the CornpallY. 
That, moreover, the said 'Yal'l'en Hastings, for the 
purpose of covering his own ilnproper and dangerous 
practices froln his elnployers, has lvithheld frol11 the 
Court of Directors, upon sundry occasions, copies of 
the proceedings had, and the correspondence carried 
on by hhn in his official capacity as Governor-Gencr- 
aI, whereby the Court of Directors have becn kept in 
ignorance of matters which it highly inlported thenl 
to know, and the affairs of the COin pan)" have been 
exposed to much inconvenience and injury. 
That, in all sHch conceahnents and act
 done or 
ordered ,
ithout the consent and authority of tlH
 Su- 
prclne Council, the said 'Yarren Hastings has been 
guilty of high crimes and misdenleanors. 



268 


ARTICLES OF CHAHGE 


XXII.-FYZOOLA KHÂN. 


P ART I. 


RIGHTS OF FYZOOLA ]{HÂN, ETC" BEFORE THE TREATY OF 
LAIÆ-DANG. 


I. THAT the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, who llOW holds 
of the Vizier the territory of Ran1poor, Shahabad, and 
certain other districts dependent thereon, in the coun- 
try of the Rohillas, is the second son of a prince re- 
nowned in the history of IIilidostall under the name 
of .Ali l\[ohamlued Khân, SOlne thue sovereign of all 
that part of Rohilcund ,vhich is particularly distin- 
guished by the appellation of the Kutteehr. 


II. That, after the death of Ali 
fohalnnled afore- 
said, as Fyzoola IChân, together 'with his elder brother, 
was then a prisoner of war at a place called Herat
 
" the Rohilla chiefs took possession of the ancient es- 
tates " of the captive princes; and the Nabob Fyzoo- 
la. I
hâll was fron1 necessity con1pelled to waive his 
hereditary rights for the inconsiderable districts of 
Raillpoor and Shahabad, then estilnated to produce 
fron1 six to eight lacs of annual revenue. 


III. That in 1774, on the invasion of Rohilctllld by 
the united arn1Ïes of the Vizier Snjah ul Dowlah and 
the COlnpany, the Naboh Fyzoola Khân, " ,vith SOlne 
of his people, 'vas present at the decisive battle of St. 
George," where Hafiz Rhanlet, the great leader of the 
Rohillas, aud llltlny others of their principal chiefs 
were slain; but, escaping from the slaughter, Fyzoola 
I(hâl1 " luade his retreat good towards the Inoulltaills. 
with all his treasure." He there collectf\d the scat 
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tered remains of his countrymen; and as he was the 
eldest sur'Tiving son of AJi )Iohamlued Khân, as, too, 
the lllost powerful obstacle to his pretensions was llOW 
rellloved by the death of Hafiz, he seems at length to 
have been generally acknowledged hy his natural su b- 
jects the undoubted heir of his father's authority. 


11 T . That, "regarding the sacred sincerity and 
friendship of the English, whose goodness and celeb- 
rity is everywhere known, ?-l'ho dispossess no one," the 
Xabob Fyzoola .K.hân made early overtures for peace 
to Colonel Alexander Chalnpion, conllnander-in-chief 
of the COlnpany's forces in Bengal: that he did pro- 
pose to the said Colonel 
tlexander Chainpion, in 
three letters, received on the 14th, 24th, and 27th of 
)fay, to put hÏ1llself under the protection either of 
the COinpallY, or of the 1 T izier, through the nlediation 
and with the guaranty of the C0111pany; and that he 
did offer, " whatever was conferred upon hiln, to pay 
as much without dalnage or deficiency as any other 
person would agree to do ": stating, at the saIne time, 
his condition and pretensions hereinbefore recited as 
facts" evident as the sun" ; and appealing, in a for- 
cible and awful 11lanller, to the generosity and 111agna- 
niinity of this nation, " by \vhose means he hoped in 
God that he should receive justice"; and as " the per- 
son ",.ho designed the war "'as no 1110re," as " in that 
he was hÌ1nself glliltles
," and as " he had never act- 
ed in such a 11lanner as for the Vizier to have taken 
hatred to his heart against him, that he might be 
reinstated in his ancient possessions, the country of 
his father." 


V. That on the last of the three dates above 11len- 
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tioned, that is to say, on the 27th of l'Iay, the Nabob 
Fyzoola IChâll did also send to the cOlluuander-În- 
chief a va7ceel, ur ainbas
ador, who ,vas authorized 
on the part of hiln, the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, his 
mastel', to luake a specific offer of three proposi- 
tions; and that by one of the said propusitions" a'n 
aunual increase of near 400,000l. 'would have ac- 
crucù to the revenues of our ally, and the Ï1nn1ec1i- 
ate acquisition of above 300,000l. to the COlnpallY, 
fur their influence in effecting an accoI11I110datioI1 
perfectly consistent ,vith their engagel11ents to the 
Vizier," and strictly consonant to the deIl1ands of 
justice. 


VI. That, so great was the confidence of the 
Kabob Fyzoola Khân in the just, hUll1ane, and lib- 
eral feelings of Englishmen, as to "lull hiIl1 into 
an inacti yity " of the most essell tial detriluen t to 
his interests: since, "in the hopes which he enter- 
tained froln the interposition of our gOyernn1ent," 
he declined the invitation of the l\Iogul to join the 
anus of his l\Iajesty and the Mahrattas, "refused 
any connection ,vith the Seiks," and did even neg- 
lect to take the obvious precaution of crossing the 
Ganges, as he had originally intended, 'while the 
river ,vas yet fordable, - a 1110Vell1ent that ,vonld 
have enabled hÏ111 certainly to baffle all pursuit, and 
probably" to keep the Vizier in a state of disquie- 
tude for the remainder of his life." 


VII. That the commander-in-chief, Colonel, Alex- 
ander Champion aforesaid, "thought nothing could 
be more honorable to this nation than the support 
of so exalted a character; and whilst it could be 
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done on ternlS so advantageous, supposed it very 
unlikely that the vakeel's proposition should be re- 
cei ved with indiffcrence"; that he did accordingly 
refer it to the adn1Íllistration through 'Yan'en IIast- 
ing
, Esquire, then Goyernor of Fort 'Yîllianl and 
Pre
ident of Bengal; and he did at the sallle tilue 
inclose to the said 'Varren IIastillgs a lettcr fron1 
the X abob Fyzoola Khân to the said IIastings,- 
which letter does not appear, but niust be supposed 
to have been of the sanlC tenor with those Lefore 
cited to the cOl1ullander-in-chief, - of which also 
copies w'ere sent to the said I-Iastings by the com- 
nlander-in-chief; and he, the conuuander-ill-chief 
aforesaid, after urging to the said Hastings sundry 
good and cogent argluuents of policy and prudence 
in favor of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, did conclude 
by ",vishing for nothing so lunch as for the adop- 
tion of SOllle nleasnre that nlight strike all the pow- 
ers of the East ,vith adnliration of our justice, in 
contrast to the conduct of the ,-rizier." 


'TIlL That, in answer to such laudable wish of 
the said cOluluander-in-chief, the President, "T arren 
Hastings, preferring his own prohibited plans of 
extended dOlninion to the luild, equitable, and wise 
policy inculcated in the staI}ding orders of his su- 
periors, and now enforced by the recomulendation 
of the conlnlandcr-in-chief, did instruct and "de- 
sire" him, the said cOlllmander-in-chief, "instead 
of soliciting the Vizier to relinquish his conquest 
to Fyzoola Khân, to discourage it as lunch as ,vas 
in his power"; although the said Hastings did not 
once express, or even intimate, any doubt whatever 
of the Nabob Fyzoola Khâll'S innocence as to the 
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origin of the war, or of his hereditary right to the 
territories ,vhich he clainled, but to the said pleas 
of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, as well as to the ar- 
gtunents both of policy and justice advanced by the 
cOllullallder-in-chief, he, tbe said IIastings, did solely 
oppose certain speculative objects of Ï111agilled ex- 
pediency, suuuuing lip his decided rejection of the 
proposals Inade by the Nabob Fyzoola Khân in the 
follo,,
illg relnarl{able ,vords. "'Vith respect to Fy- 
zoola lChân, he appears not to 'merit our consideration. 
Tile petty sovereign of a count1'!} estÚnafed at six or 
eight lacs ought not for a 17wment to p'J'"ove an ,Ùnped- 
Ílnent to any of our measu'res, or to affect the consist- 
ency of our conduct." 


IX. That, in the aforesaid violent and arbitrary 
position, the said vVarren Hastings did avo,v it to 
be a public principle of his gOYernlnent, that no 
right, however Inanifest, and no innocence, however 
ullilnpeached, could entitle the weak to our pro- 
tection against others, or save theln froln our own 
active endeavors for their oppression, and even ex- 
tiI'pation, should they interfere with our notions of 
political expediency; ahd that such a principle is 
highly derogatory to the justice and honor of the 
English nalne, and Íundamentally injurious to our 
interests, inasmuch as it hath an Ì1nmediate ten- 
dency to excite distrust, jealousy, fear, and hatred 
against us an10ng all the subordinate potentates of 
Hindostan. 


X. That, In prosecution of the said despotic 
principle, the President, Warren Hastings aforesaid, 
did persist to obstruct, as far as in 11Ïm lay, every 
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ad vance towards an accon1lnodation between the 
Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah and the Kabob Fyzoola 
Khân; and particularly on the 16th of Septeillber, 
only eight days after the said IIastillgs, in conjunc- 
tion with the other members of the Select COllllnittee 
of Bengal, had publicly testified his satiifaction in 
the pro
pect of an acconnìlodation, and had !toped 
that" his Excellency [the Vizier] would be disposcd 
to conciliate the affections [of the Rohillas] to his 
governlncnt by acceding to lenient terms," he, the 
said Hastings, did nevertheless write, and without 
the consent or knowledge of his colleagues did pri- 
vately dispatch, a certain answer to a letter of the 
conllnander-in-chief, in which answer the said Hast- 
ings did express other contradictory hopes, namely,. 
that the cOllllnander-in-chief had resolved on prose- 
cuting the 
(}ar to a fi1ial issue, -" because" (as the 
said Hastings explains hilnsclf) "it appears very 
plainly that Fyzoola Khân and his adherents lay 
at your rnercy, because I apprehend much inconven- 
iency fron1 delays, and because I aÎÎ
 rnorally cer- 
tain that no good 
(}ill be gained by negotiating": 
thereby artfully suggesting his wishes of what n1Ïght 
be, in his hopes of what had been, resolved; and 
plainly, though indirectly, instigating the comlnand- 
er-in-chief to luuch effusion of blood in an immedi- 
ate attack on the Rohillas, posted as they were "in 
a very strong situation," and" combating for all." 


XI. That the said Hastings, in the answer afore- 
said, did further endeavor to inflame the conunander- 
in-chief against the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, by repre- 
senting the said Nabob "as highly presulning, inso- 
lent, and eyasive"; and knowing the distrust which 
VOL. IX. 18 
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the Nabob Fyzoola Khâu entertained of the ,rizier, 
the said IIa
tings did " expressly desire it should be 
left ,,
holly to the Vizier to treat ,vith the enemy by 
his own agents and in his òwn manner," - though he, 
the said Hastings, "by no 111eanS w'Ïshod the Vizier 
to lose thue by seeking an accolnmodation, 
ince it 
would be lU01'e effectual, Inore decisive, and nlore 
conf;l
stent 'With Ids dlg7u
ty, indeed with Ids Iwnor, 
()ltich 
he ItflS already pledged, to abide by his first offers, to 
dictate the conditions of peace, and to adlnit only 
an acceptance ,vithout reservation, or a clear refusal, 
fro In his adversary": thereby affecting to hold up, 
in opposition to and in exclusion of the substantial 
claÏIns of justice, certain ideal obligations of dignity 
and honor, - that is to say, the gr3 tification of pride, 
and the observance of an arrogant detern1Ïnation once 
declared. 


XII. That, although the said answer did not reach 
the cOlnlnander-in-chief until peace was actually con- 
cluded, aÍ1d although the dangerous consequences to 
be apprehended from the said ans,ver ,vere thereby 
prevented, yet, by the, sentinlents contained in the 
said answer, 'Varren Hastings, Esquire, did strongly 
evince his ultilnate adherence to all the forlner vio.. 
.lent and unjust principles of his conduct towards the 
N abo1> Fyzoola Khân, ,yhich principles were disgrace.. 
ful to the character and injurious to the interests of 
this nation; and that the said 'Varren Hastings. did 
thereLy, in a particular Inannor, exclude hilnself from 
any f;hare of crcdit for" the honorable period put to 
the Rohilla ,val', which has in son1ü degree donc away 
the reproach so wantonly brought on the English 
nalne. " 



AGAI
ST "
ARREN HASTIXGS. 


C)-- 
_'0 


PART II. 


" 
RIGHTS OF FYZOOLA KIL\X UXDER TIIE TREATY OF 
LALL-DAXG, 


I. THAT, notwithstanding the culpable and crimi- 
nal reluctance of the President, Hastings, hereinbe- 
fore recited, a treaty of peace and friendship betwecn 
the 'Tizier Sujah ul Dowlah and the 
abob Fyzoola 
Khâll "
as finally signed and sealed on the 7th Octo- 
ber, 1774, at a place called LaB-Dang, in the pres- 
ence and ,vith the attestation of the British C0111nland- 
er-in-chief, Colonel Alexander Chanlpioll aforesaid; 
and that for the said treaty the 
 abob Fyzoola I\:.hân 
agreed to pay, and did actually pay, the valuable con- 
sidera tion of half his treasure, to the an10ullt of fifteen 
lacs of rupees, or 150,000l. sterling, and upwards. 


II. That by the said treaty the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khân 'nlS established in the quiet possession of Ram- 
poor, Shahabad, and" SOUle other districts dependent 
thereon," sul
ect to certain conditions, of which the 
more Ì1n portan t w'ere as follow. 
,. That Fyzoola I\:.hân should retain in his service 
five thousand troops, and not a single 111an nloro. 
,. That, ,vith whOlnSOCyer the '
izier should 111ake 
war, Fyzoola Khân should send two or three tlwlusancl 
'men, according to !tis ability, to join the forces of tho 
"Yïzier. 
'
.And that, if the ,-rizier should 111arch in person, 
Fyzoola l\:.hâll should hilllself accolnpallY hhn 'll'itlt 
!tis troops." 


III. That from the terms of the treaty abo,-e re- 
cited it doth plainly, positively, and illdisputalJly ap- 
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pear that the Xabob Fyzoola Khâll, in case of war, 
,,?as not bound to furniBh n101'e than three thousand 
Ine11 under any construction, unless the Vizier should 
march in person. 


IV. That the Nabob Fyzoola. Khân was not posi 
tiyely bound to furnish so n1any as three thousand 
111en, but an indefinite nU111ber, not 1110re than three 
and not less than two thousand; that of the precise 
Buulber within such lil1litations the ability of Fyzoola 
Khân, and not the discretion of the Vizier, ,vas to be 
the standard; and that such ability could only l11e:111 
that which was equitably consistent not only with the 
external defence of his jaghire, but with the internal 
good n1anagenlent thereof, both as to its police and 
revenue. 


'T. That, even in case the Vizier should ITlarch in 
person, it might be reasonably dOll bted whether the 
personal service of the Nabob Fyzoola !{hâll "with 
his troops" l11USt be understood to be ,vith all his 
troops, or Ç>nly ,vith the nU111ber before stipulated, 
not l110re than three and not less than two thousand 
lllen; and that the latter is the interpretation finally 
adopted by 'Yarren IIastings aforesaid, and the Coun- 
cil of Bengal, ,vho, in a letter to the Court of Direc- 
tors, dated ..A..pril 5th, 1783, represent the clauses of 
the treaty relative to the stipulated aid as nleanillg 
simply that Fyzoola ICht'ln " should send two or three 
thousand 111en to join the Vizier's forces, or attend in 
person in case it should he requisite." 


VI. That from the aforesaid tel'lns of the treaty it 
doth 110t spceifically appear of what the stipulated aid 
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should consist, 'whether of horse or foot, or in what 
proportion of both; but that it is the recorded opinion, 
nlatnrely forlned by the said IIastings and his Coun- 
cil, in January, 1783, that even "a single horseman 
included in the aid ,vhich Fyzoola Khân 111ight fur- 
nish would prove a .literal con1pliance with the stipu- 
lation. " 


VII. That, in the event of any doubt fairly aris- 
ing fronl the terll1S of the treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khân, in consideration of his hereditary right to the 
whole country, and the price by hiln actually paid for 
the said treaty, was in equity entitled to the most fa- 
vorable construction. 


VIII. That, fron1 the attestation of Colonel Cham- 
pion aforesaid, the governnIent of Calcutta acquired 
the saIne right to interpose ,vith the 'Tizier for the 
protection of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân as they, the 
said governnlen t, had before clailned frolll a similar 
attestation of Sir Robert Barker to assist the Vizier 
in extirpating the whole nation of the said Fyzoola 
Khân, -l11ore especially as in the case of Sir Robert 
Darker it "ras contrary to the relllonstrances of the 
then adn1inistration, and the furthest frolll the inten- 
tions of the said Barker hill1self, that his attestation 
should involve the Company, but the attestation of 
Colonel Cluullpion was authorized ùy all the powers 
of the gOYernlllellt, as a H sanction" intended" to add 
\'alidity" to the treaty; that they. the said goveru- 
nIen t, and in particnlar the said 'Yan'en Hastings, as 
the first executive 111ell1ber of the sallIe, were Lound 
by the ties uf natural ju
tice duly to exercise the 
aforesaid rio'ht if neeù were' and that their dutv so 
o , , .J 
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to interfere was more particularly enforced by the 
spirit of the censures passed both by the Diroctors 
and Proprietors in the Rohilla war, and the satis- 
faction expressed Ly the Directors" in the hOllorabI
 
end put to that war." 


P ART III. 


GUARAXTY OF THE TREATY OF J..ALL-DAXG. 


1. THAT during the lifo of the Vizier Sujah u1 
Dowlah, and for SOlne til11e aftor his death, under his 
son and successor, Asoph ul Dowlah, the Nabob Fy- 
zoola l\::h
n did rClnain ,vithollt disturbance or 111010s- 
tation; that he did all the ,vhile ÏLnagine his troaty 
to be under the sanction of the Con1pall)", froln Colo- 
nel Chal11pion's aff-lxillg his signature thereto as a 
witness, "which signature, as he [Fyzoola Khfi.n] 
supposed," rendered the COlnpany the arbitl'ators be- 
tween the Vizier and hil11self, in case of disputes; 
and that, being" a n1an of sense, but extJ'e1JW pusil- 
lanÙnity, a good faru1er, fond of wealth, not possessed 
of t!te passion of antbition," he did peaceahly apply 
hiInself to "in1prove the state of his countey, and 
did, by !tis own prudence and attention, increase the 
revenues thereof beyond the amount specified in Su- 
jah ul Dowlah's grant." 


II. That in the year 1777, and in the beginning 
of the year 1778, being" alarrned at the young Viz- 
ier's rosun1ption of a llU111ber of jaghires granted by 
his father to different persons, and the injustice and 
ûpprcs
ion of his conduct in general," and haying 
now learned (from ,vhom does not appear, but prob- 
ably from SOlne person 
upposed of competent author- 
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ity) that Colonel Chalnpion fornlerly witnessed the 
treaty as a private person, the XaLob Fyzoola Khân 
did Blake frequent and urgent solicitations to Xathan- 
iel )liddleton, E
quire, then Resident at Oude, and to 
Warren Hastings aforesaid, then Governor-General of 
Bengal, " for a renovation of his [ the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khân's] treaty with the late Vizier, and the guaranty 
of the COI11pany," or for a " separate agreelnent with 
the C0111pany for his defence": considering thel11, the 
COlnpany, as " the only power in which he had confi, 
dence, and to ,vhich he could look up for protection." 


III. That the said Resident 
fiddleton, and the said 
Governor-General Hastings, did not, as they were in 
duty bound to do, endeavor to allay the apprehensions 
of the X abob Fyzoola Khân by assuring him of his 
safety under the sanction of Colonel Chalnpion's at- 
testation aforesaid, but by their crin1Ïual neglect, if 
not by positive expressions, (as there is just ground 
frol11 their subsequent language and conduct to be- 
lieve,) they, the said 
liddleton and the said Hast- 
ings, did at least keep alive and confinn (whoever 
may have originally suggested) the said apprehension; 
and that such neglect alone was the l110re highly ðul- 
pable in the said Hastings, inasilluch as he, the said 
Hastings, in conjunction with other nlell1bers of the 
Select COffil11ittee of the then Presidency of Bengal, 
did, on the 17th of September, 1774, write to Colonel 
Chanlpion aforesaid, publicly authorizing hiln, the said 
Colonel Cluunpion, to join his sanction to the aCCOill- 
nlodations agreed on between the Vizier Sujah ul 
Dowlah and the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, to add to their 
validity, - and on the 6th of October follo,ving did 
again wTite to the said Colonel Champion, l110re ex. 
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plicitly, to join his sanction, "either by attesting the 
treaty, or acting as !Juaranty on the part of the C01n- 
pany for the perfonnance of it": both which letters, 
though they did not arrive until after the actuaJ 
signature of the said Colonel Chalnpion, do yet in- 
controvertibly Inark the 801e111n iutention of the said 
COllllnittee (of \vhich the said Hastings was President) 
that the sanction of Colonel Chanlpioll'S attestation 
should be regarded as a public, not a private, sanction; 
and it ,vas In01'e peculiarly illclunbellt on such persons, 
'who had been ll1embers of the said Comn1Ïttee, so to 
regard the sanle. 


IV. '-rhat the said \Varren Hastings was further 
guilty of much crÏ111inal conceahnent for the space of 
"twelve lllonths," inas1nuch as he did not lay before 
the board the frequent and urgent solicitations which 
he, the said Hastings, was continually receiving froln 
the Nabob Fyzoola l{hân, until the 9th of 
farch, 
1778; on which day the said Hastings did conl111U- 
nicate to the Council a public letter of the aforesaid 

liddleton, Resident at Qude, acquainting the hoard 
that he, the said 
Iiddleton, taking occasion frolll a 
lat-e application of Fyzoola Khân for the C01l1PUllY'S 
guaranty, had deputed 
fr. Daniel Octavus Barwell 
(Assistant Resident at Benares, but then on a visit to 
the Resident l\Iiddleton .at Lucknow) to proceed with 
a special COllUllissioll to Ralnpoor, there to inquire on 
the spot into the truth of certain reports circulated to 
the prejudice of Fyzoola Khân, which reports, how- 
ever, the said Middleton did afterwards confess him- 
self to have 
'always" thought "in the hiyhe."5t degree 
improbable. " 
That the said Resident 
Iiddleton did" req nest to 
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know whether, on proof of Fyzoola Khân's innocence, 
the honorable board would be pleased to grant him 
[the Residell t] penni!'sion to con1ply with his [Fyzoo- 
la Khân's] request of the COlnpany's guarantying his 
treaty with the Vizier." And the said )1iddleton, in 
excu
e for having irregularly" availed himself of the 
abilities of 
Ir. Daniel Barwell," ,vho belonged to an- 
other station, and for deputing hitn ,vith the aforesaid 
conunission to Ran1poor without the previous knowl- 
edge of the board, did urge the plea "of irnmediate 
necessity"; and that such plea, if the necessity really 
existed, was a strong charge and accusation against 
the said Warren Hastings, from whose criminal neg- 
lect and concealment the urgency of such necessity 
did arise. 


V. That the Governor-General, Warren Hastings 
aforesaid, did Ï1nmediately move, " that the board ap- 
prove the deputation of 1\11'. Daniel Barwell, and that 
the Resident [
Iiddleton] be authorized to offer the 
COlnpany's guaranty for the observance of the treaty 
subsisting between the Vizier and Fyzoola Khân, pro- 
vided it meets with the Vizier's concurrence"; and 
that the Governor-General's proposition was resolved 
in the affirlnative: the usual Inajority of Council 
then consisting of Richard Barwell, Esquire, a n.ear 
relation of Daniel Octavus Barwell aforesaid, and the 
Governor-General, 'Varren Hastings, who, in case of 
an equality, had the casting voice. 


VI. That, on receiving from )11'. Daniel Barwell 
full and early assurance of Fyzoola Khân's "having 
preserved e,-ery article of his treaty inviolate," the 
Rc
 idcll t, )liddleton, applied for the Vizier's concur- 
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renee, \vhich was readily obtained, - the 'Tizier, how.. 
ever, "premÚiing, that he gave his consent, taking it 
for granted, that, on Fyzoola I{hân
s receiving the 
treaty and lcludaut [or robe of honor], he ,vas to 
lnake hinl a return of the conlplinlentary presents 
usually offered on such occasions, and of such an 
amount as should be a 'manifestation of F!Jzoola I{ltân's 
due sense of !tis friendship, and suitable to his Excel- 
lency's 'ranlc to 'receh,e"; and that the Resident, l\fid- 
dleton, "did lilake hÏ1nself in son10 lneasure respon- 
sible for the said presents being obtained," and did 
write to 1\11'. Daniel Bar,vell accordingly. 


.YIL That, agreeably to the resolution of Council 
hereinbefore recited, the solicited guaranty, under 
the seal of the Resident, l\Iiddleton, thus duly au.. 
thorized on behalf of the COlnpany, ,vas transn1itted, 
together ,vith the rene\ved treaty, to 1\11'. Daniel Bar- 
well aforesaid at Ralnpoor, and that they were both by 
hiln, the said Barwell, presented to the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khân, ,vith a solenulity not often paralleled, "in the 
presence of the greatest part of the Nabob's subjects, 
,vho ,vere asselnLled, that the cerelnony lnight create 
a full belief in the breasts of all his people that thn 
Con1pany ,vould protect hin1 as long as he strictly 
adhered to the letter of his treaty." 


'TIlL That, in the conclusion of the said ceremo- 
ny, the Nabob Fyzoola I(hân did deliver to the said 
Barwell, for the use of the Vizier, a nuzzer (or pres- 
ent) of elephants, horses, &c., and did add thereto a 
lac oÎ rupees, or 10,000l. and upwards: which sum 
the said Darwell, "not beiug authorized to accept 
any pecuniary consideration, did at first refuse; but 
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upon Fyzoola Khân's urging, that on such occas
ons 
it was the invariable custonl of Hilldostan, and that 
it 'lnust on tlte present be expected, as it had been for- 
'l1lerly tlte case," (but \vhen does not appear,) he, the 
said Barwell, did accept the said lac in the naiTIO of 
the Vizior, our ally, "in ,\
hose ,vealth" (as 'Varren 
Hastings on another occasion obser\ycd) "we should 
participate," and on whom we at that time had an 
acculTIulatillg delnand. 


IX. That, over and above the lac of rupeos thus 
presented to thc Vizier, the Nabob Fyzoola Khân did 
likev.ise offer one other lac of rupces, or upwards of 
10,000l, nlorc, for the COlllpany, " as sonle acknowl- 
edglncnt of tho obligation he received; that, although 
such acknowledglnollt was not pretended to be the 
invariable CUSt0111 of Hindostan on such occasions, 
however it 111Ìght on tho present be expected," 
lr. 
Daniel Barwell aforesaid (knowing, probably, the dis- 
positioll and views of the then actual gOyenllnent at 
Calcutta) did not, even at first, decline the said of- 
fer, but, as he was not elnpowered to accept it, did 
inunediately propo
e taking a bond for the alTIOunt, 
until the pleasure of tho board should be kno,vn. 
That the offer ,vas accordingly cOllllTIunicated by 
the said Da1'well to the Resident, 
Iiddleton, to be by 
hilll, the Resident, referred to the board, and that it 
was so referred; that, in reply to the said reference 
of the Resident, 
Iiddleton, the Governor-General, 
"r arrcn Hastings, did nlove and carry a vote of Coun- 
cil, "authorizing )11'. )Iiddleton to accept the offer 
lllade by Fyzoola I
htul to the Conlpany of one lac 
of ru pees," without assigning any reason whatever in 
support of the said lllotion, llotwi thstanding it was 
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Qbjected by a melnber of the board, "that, if the n1eas- 
ure was right, it became us to adopt it without such 
a consideration," and that" our accepting of the lac 
of rupees as a recompense for our interposition is be- 
neath the dignity of this governn1ellt [of Calcutta], 
and will discredit us ill the eyes of the Indian powers." 
That the acceptance of the said sum, in this cir- 
cUlllstance, was beneath the dignity of the said gov- 
enllnent, and did tend so to discredit us; and that 
the motion of the said I-Iastings for such acceptance 
was therefore highly derogatory to the honor of this 
nation. 


X. That the aforesaid member of the Council did 
further disapprove altogether of the guaranty, "as 
unnecessary"; and that another member of Coun- 
cil, Richard Barwell, Esquire, the near relation of 
Daniel Octavus Barwell, hereinbefore named, did de- 
clare, (but after the said guaranty had taken place,) 
that" this govenullent [of Calcutta] was in fact en- 
gaged by Colonel Chalnpion's signature being to the 
treaty with Fyzoola Khân." That the said unneces- 
sary guaranty did not only sÜbject to an heavy ex- 
pense a prince who111 .we were bound to protect, but 
did further produce in his mind the following obvious 
and natural conclusion, namely, "that the signature 
of any person, in u.ltatever public capacity he at present 
appears, will not be valid and of ejfect, as soon as sonze 
other shall fill his station": a concl
sion, however, 
in1mediately tending to the total Ç.iscrcdit of all pow- 
ers delegated from the board to any individual ser- 
vant of the Company, and consequently to clog, per- 
plex, and elnbarrass in future all trall
action
 carried 
on at a distance fron1 the seat of govcrnlnellt, and to 
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disturb the security of all persons possessing illstru- 
nlents already so ratified, - yet the only conclusion 
left to Fyzoola Khân which did not involve some af- 
front either to the private honor of the COlllpany's ser- 
vants or' to the public honor of the COll1pany itself; 
and that the suspicions which originated from the said 
idea in the breast of Fyzoola Khân to the prejudice 
of the Residcnt :i\Iiddleton's authority did cOlnpel the 
Governor-General, \\T arren Hastillgs, to obviate the 
bad effects of his first illotion for the guaranty by a 
second nlotion, naluely, " That a letter be written to 
Fyzoola Khân fronl lnyself, confirming the obligations 
of the Chmpany as guaranties to the treaty formed be- 
tween hin1 and the Vizier, - which "Till be equivalent 
in its effect, though not in form, to an engagelnent 
fient hÎlll with the COlllpany's seal affixed to it." 


XII. * That, whether the guaranty aforesaid was 
or was 110t necessary, ,vhether it created a new ob- 
ligation or but more fully recognized an obligation 
previously existing, the Go,.ernor-General, Warrell 
Hastings, by the said guaranty, did, in the most ex- 
plicit lUanneI', pledge- and conul1it the public faith 
of the COlnpany and the nation; and that by the 
subsequent letter of the said Hastings C,vhich he at 
his own I1lotion wrote, confinning to Fyzoola Khâll 
the afol"esaid gU
ll'an ty) the said Hastings did again 
pledge and COllUllit the public faith of the COlllpany 
and the nation, in a nlanner Cas the sa.id I-Iastings 
hinlself reluarked) 
'equivalent to an engagenlellt 
,vith the COlllpany's seal affixed to it," and Inore 
particularly binding the said Hastings personally to 
exact a due obsel
vance of the guarantied treaty, os'' 


· Sic orig. 
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pecially to protect the Nabob Fyzoola Khân against 
any arùitrary construction or lUHvarranted requisi- 
tion of the Vizier. 


P ART IV. 


TllAKKS OF THE BOARD TO FYZOOLA KnÂN. 


I. THAT, soon after the cOlnpletion of tho guar- 
anty, in the san1C year, 1778, intelligence "was re- 
ceived in India of a ,val" between England and 
France; that, on the first intilnation thereof, the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khân, "being indirectly sounded," 
did sho,v llluch " promptness to render the Con1pany 
any assistance within the bounds of his finances and 
ability"; and that by the suggestion of the Resident, 

Iiddleton, hereinbefore nallled, he, the Nabob Fy- 
zoola IChân, in a letter to the Governor-General and 
Council, did lnake a voluntary "offer to n1ailltain 
two thousand cavalry (all he had) for our service," 
" though he was under no obligation to furnish the 
COlnpallY ,vith a single man." 


II. That the Nabob Fyzoola Khân did even" an- 
ticipate the wishes of the board";. and that, "on 
an application n1ade to hiln hy Lieutenant-Colonel 
1\Iuir," the Nabob Fyzoola Khân did, ",vithout hesi- 
tation or delay," furnish him, the said 
Iuir, with 
five hundred of his best cavalry. 
That the said conduct of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân 
was comn1unicated by the Company's servants both 
to each other and to their elnployers, with expres- 
sions of " pleasure" and" particular satisfaction," as 
an event" even surpassing their expectations"; that 
the Governor-General, Warren Hastings, was officially 
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rcquested to cOln
ey " the thanks of the board"; and 
that, not satisfied ,vith the bare discharge of his duty 
under the said req ucst, he, the said Hastings,. did, 
on the 8th of January, 1779, write to Fyzoola, " that, 
in his O'l{)n name," as 'well as "that of the board, 
he [the said Hastings] returned hiln the 'It'arnlest 
thanks for this instance of his faithful attachment 
to the C0111pany and the English nation." 


IV.. That by the strong expressions above re- 
cited the said "\Yarren Hastings did deliberately and 
emphatically add his own particular confirn1ation to 
the general testin10ny of the Nabob Fyzoola I
hân's 
meritorious fidelity, and of his consequent claÏIn on 
the generosity, no less than the justice, of the Bri+- 
ish gOyernlllen t. 


PART V. 


DE:\IAXD OF FIVE THOUSAXD HORSE. 


I. THAT, notwithstanding his own pri,.ate 110nor 
tInls deeply engaged, notwithstanding the public jus- 
tice and generosity of the C01l1pany and the nation 
thus solClnnly conunitted, disregarding the plain im- 
port and positive tenus of the guarantied treaty, the 
Governor-Gcneral, 'Varren IIastings afore
aid, in N 0- 
yel11ber, 1780, ,vhile a body of Fyzoola I
hân's cav- 
aIry, voluntarily granted, ,vere still serving under a 
British officer, did recollu11end to the ,-rizier " to re- 
quire froln Fyzoola Khân the quota of troops stipu- 
lated by treaty to be furnished by the latter for his 
[the ,Tizier's] service, being FIVE THOUS_\
D HonSE," 
though, as the Vizier did not lllarch in person, he 


· Sic orig. 
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was not, under any construction of the treaty, entl
 
tIed by stipulation to 1110re than" two or three thou
 
sand troops," horse and foot, " according to the abil
 
ity of Fyzoola Khân"; and that, whereas the said 
tVarren Hastings ,vould have been guilty of very 
crilninal perfidy, if he had silnply neglected to inter- 
fere as a guaranty against a demand thus plainly 
contrary to the faith of treaty, so he aggravated the 
guilt of" his perfidy ill the 1110st atrocious degree by 
being hÜnself the first mover and instigator of that 
injustice, which he was bound by so many ties on 
himself, the C0111pany, and the nation, not only not 
to promote, but, by every exertion of authority, influ- 
ence, and power, to control, to divert, or to resist. 


II. That the answer of Fyzoola Khân to the VizIer 
did represent, with many expressions of deference, 
duty, and allegiance, that the whole force allowed 
hÜn was but" five thousand men," and that" these 
consisted of two thousand horse and three thousand 
foot; 'which," he adds," in consequence of our inti- 
11late connection, are equally yours and the COlllpa- 
ny's": though he does subsequently intilnate, that 
"the three thousand foot are for the 111anagelnent of 
the concerns of his jaghire, and ,vithout theul the 
collections can never be Inade in tilne." 
That, on the conununication of the said answer 
to the Goyernor-General, 'Varren Hastings, he, the 
said Hastings, (who, as the Council now consisted 
only of himself and Edward 'Vheler, Esquire, " unit- 
ed in his own person all the powers of goVerlllnellt,") 
was not induced to relax fi
om his unjust purpose, 
but did proceed with new violence to record, that 
"the Nabob Fyzoola Khân had evaded the pe1for'l1l
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ance of his part of the treaty between the late Nabob 
Sujah ul Dowlah and him, to 'which the Honorable 
Company ,vere guaranties, and upon which he was 
lately sUlnmoned to furnish the stipulated llunlber of 
troops, which he is obliged to furnish on the condi. 
tion by 'which he holds the jaghire granted to !lil11." 
That, by the vague and indefinite terl11 of evasion, 
the said Warren Hastings did introduce a loose and 
arbitrary principle of interpreting formal engage- 
Inents, which ought to be regarded, lllore especially 
by guaranties, in a sense the 1110st literally scrupu- 
lous and precise. 
That he charged with such evasion a nloderate, 
hUlnblc, and SUblllissive representation on a point 
\yhich ,vould have warranted a perelnptory refusal 
and a positive remonstrance; and that in. consequence 
of the said Ï111}Juted evasion he indicated a disposition 
to attach such a forfeiture as in justice could only 
haye followed froln a gross breach of treaty, - though 
the said Hastings did not then pretend any actual 
illfringenlent even of the least among the conditions 
to which, in the name of the Company, he, the said 
Hastings, was the executive guaranty. 


. 


III. That, however" the number of troops stipu- 
la.ted by treaty may have been understood," at the 
period of the original demand, " to be five thousand 
horse," yet the said Warren Hastings, at the time 
\vhen he recorded the supposed evasion of Fyzoola 
Khân's answer to the said demand, could not be un- 
acq uainted with the express words of the stipulation, 
as a letter of the Vizier, inserted in the same Consul- 
tation, refers the Governor-General to inclosed copies 
· "of all engagelnents entered into by the late Vizier 
VOL. IX. 19 
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and by hilllself [the reigning 'Tizier] with Fyzoola 
Khân," and that the treaty itself, therefore, was at 
the very Inonlent before the said 'Van'en Hastings: 
which treaty (as the said IIastings observed with re- 
spect to another treaty, in the case of another persoll) 
" 1110st assuredly does not oontain a syllaLle to justify 
his conduct; but, by the unexalllpled latitude which 
he assunles in his constructions, he lllay, if he pleases, 
extort this or any other n1eaning from any part of 
it." * 


IV. That the Vizier himself appears by no means 
to have been persuaded of his own right to five thou- 
sand horse under the trcaty, - since, in his corre- 
spondcnce on the subject, he; the Vizier, nowhere 
mcntions th
 treaty as the ground of his delnand, 
except where he is recapitulating to the GovcTnor- 
General, 'Yarren Hastings, the substance of his, the 
said IIastings's, own letters; on the contrary, the 
Vizier hin ts his apprehensions lest Fyzoola Khân 
should appeal to the treaty against the delnand, as 
a breach thereof, - in ,vhich casc, he, the Vizier, 
infornls the said IIastings of the projected reply. 
"Should Fyzoola Khân" (says the Vizier) "men- 
tion anything of the tenor of the treaty, the first 
breach of it has been cOTnrnitted by ltinz, in keeping up 
more Ine11 than allowed of by the treaty: I have 
accordingly sent a person to settle that point also. In 
caSG he should mcntion to Ine anything respecting 
the treaty, I will then reproach hin1 with having 
kept up too Hlany troops, aud 'will oblige him to 
send the fiye thousand horse": thereby clearly inti- 
mating, that, as a renlonstrance against the den1and 


. 


. Observations on l\Ir. Bristow's Defence. 
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as a breach of treaty could only be answered by charg- 
ing a prior breach of treaty on Fyzoola Khân, so by 
annulling the whole treaty to reduce the question to 
a Ulere question of force, and tInts "oblige Fyzoola 
Khân to send the five thousand horse": "for," (con- 
tinues the ,rizier,) "if, when the Conlpany's affair3, 
on which 111Y honor depends, require it, Fyzoola Khân 
will not lend his assistance, u'ha
 USE is there to con- 
tinue the co..untry to hhn? " 
That the ,-rizier actually did Inake his application 
to Fyzoola Khân for the five thousand horse, not a
 
for an aid to '\,hich he had a just clahn, but as for 
sornething oyer and above the obligations of the trea- 
ty, sOlllething "that would give increase to their 
friendship and satisfaction to the Kabob Governor," 
(nleaning the said IIastings,) whose directions he 
represents as the nlotive "of his call for the five thou- 
sand horse to be eU1ployed," not in his, the '{izier's, 
"but in the COlnpallY's ser\yice." 
.And that the aforesaid Warren Hastings did, there- 
fore, in recording the answer of Fyzoola Khân as an 
evasion of treaty, act in notorious contradiction not 
only to that which ought to have been the fair COll-. 
struction of the said treaty, but to that which he, the 
said Hastings, must haye known to be the Vizier's 
o'\,n interpretation of the same, disposed as the Vizier 
was" to reproach Fyzoola Khân with breach of trea- 
ty," and to " send up persons who should settle points 
with him." 


V. That the said Warren Hastings, not thinking 
himself justified, on the mere plea of an evasion, to 
push forward his proceedings to that extrelnity which 
he seems already to have made his scope and object, 
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and seeking some better color for his \ \njust and vio- 
lent purposes, did further n10ve, that comillissioners 
should be sent from the Vizier and the COlnpany to 
Fyzoola Khân, to insist on a clause of a treaty which 
no,vhere appears, being es
elltially different fr0111 the 
treaty of LaB-Dang, though not in the part on which 
the requisition is founded; and the said Hastings did 
then, in a style unusually imperative, proceed as fol- 
lows. 
" Demand Í1nmediate delivery of three thousand cav- 
alry,o and if he should evade or refuse compliance, that 
the deputies shall deliver hÍ1n a forrnal protest against 
hÍ1n for breach of treaty, au d return, making this re- 
port to the Vizier, which Mr. 
Iiddleton is to transmit 
to the board." 


VI. That the said motion of the Governor-General, 
Hastings, was ordered accordingly, - the Council, as 
already has been herein related, consisting but of two 
members, and the said Hastings consequently" unit- 
ing in his own person all the powers of government." 


VII. That, when the said Hastings ordered the 
said demand for three thousand cavalry, he, the said 
Hastings, ,veIl knew that a compliance therewith, on 
the part of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, was utterly im- 
possible: for he, the said Hastings, had at the very 
mOlllellt before hhn a letter of Fyzoola Khâll, stating, 
that he, Fyzoola Khâll, had" but two thousand caval- 
ry" altogether; which letter is entered on the records 
of the Company, in the same Consultation, immediate- 
ly preceding the Governor-General's minute. That 
the said Hastings, therefore, knew that the only pos- 
sible consequence of the aforesaid demand necessarily 
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and inevitably must be a protest for a breach of trea- 
ty; and the Court of Directors did not hesitate to de- 
clare that the said delnand "carried the appearance 
of a determination to create a pretext for depriving 
him [Fyzoola Khân] of his jaghire entirely, or to 
leave him at the mercy of the Vizier." 


VIII. 'rhat Richard Johnson, Esquire, Assistant 
Resident at Qude, was, agreeably to the afore-Illen- 
tioned order of Council, deputed commissioner fron1 

lr. )liddleton and the '
izier to Fyzoola Khâll; but 
that he did early give the n10st indecent proofs of 
glaring partiality, to the prejudice of the said Fyzoola 
Khân: for that the very next day (as it seenls) after 
his arrival, he, the said Johnson, fron1 opinions im- 
bibed in his journey, did state hÏ1nself to be " ulnvill- 
iug to dra\\
 any favorable or flattering inferences 
relatively to the object of his Inission," and did studi- 
ously seek to find ne,v breaches of treaty, and, without 
any fonll of regular inquiry ,vhatever, froln a single 
glance of his eye in passing, did take upon hhnself to 
pronounce "the Rohilla soldiers, in the district of 
Ralnpoor alone, to be not less than twenty thousand," 
and the grant of course to be forfeited. And that 
such a gross and palpaLle display of a predetern1Ïna- 
iion to discover guilt did argue in the said Johnson 
a knowledge, a strong preslunption, or a belief, that 
such representations would be agreeable to the secret 
,vishes and views of the said Hastings, under whose 
orders he, the said Johnson, acted, and to 
?hom all 
his reports were to be referred. 


IX. That the said Richard Johnson did soon af- 
ter proceed to the inlluediate object of his 111lSS10n, 
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"which" (the said Johnson relates) "w
s !Short tu a 
degree." The denlalld was luaùe, and "a flat refu- 
sal" given. The question was repeated, with like 
effect. The said Johnson, in presence of proper 
witnesses, then drew up his protest, "together ,vith 
a Inemorand unl of a palliative offer lnade by the N a- 
bob Fyzoola Khân," and inserted in the protest:- 
"That he "rould, in COlllpliance 'with the dell1alld, 
and in confo'rnlíty to the treaty, 
vhicl
 specified no I 
definite nU'lltber oj' cavalry or infantry, only expressing 
troops, furnish three thousallù I1len: viz., he would, 
in addition to the one thousand cavalry already grant- 
ed, give one thousand more, when and wheresoever 
required, and one thousand foot," - together with 
one year's pay in advance, and funds for the regular 
paYlnent of theln in future. 
And this, the 
aid Richard Johnson observes, "I 
put down at his [the Kabob Fyzoola Khân'sJ partic- 
ular desire, but otherwise useless; as n
y o'rders" 
(which orùers do not appear) "{were, not to 'receive any 
palliation, but a negative or affirmative": though such 
palliation, as it is called by the said Johnson, nlight 
be, as it was, in the strictest conforu1ity to the treaty. 


X. That in the said offer the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, 
instead of palliating, did at once adluit the extren1e 
right of the Vizier under the treaty, by agreeing to 
furnish three thousand 111en, when he, Fyzoola IChân, 
,vould have been justified in pleading his inability to 
send nlore thaÌl two thousand; that such inability 
would not (as appears) have been a false and eva-. 
sive plea, but perfectly true and valid, - as the three 
thousand foot 111aintained by Fyzoola Khân \ycre for 
the purposes of his internal government, for which the 
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whole three thou
and n1u
t have been denlon
trably 
necessary; and that the X abob Fyzoola Khân, by de- 
clining to avail hÌ1uself of a plea so fair, so ,veIl found- 
ed, and so conSol
ant to the indulgence expres:sly ac- 
knowledged in the treaty, and by thus 111eeting the 
specific dell1and of the \Tizier as fully as, according to 
his own l11ilitary establishn1ent, he could, did for the 
said offer deserve rather the thanks of the said \""izier 
and the COlnpany than the protest \vhich the aforesaid 
J ohnso11, under the orders of ",.. arren Hastings, did 
dcli,er. 


XI. That the report of the said protest, as well &5 
the forn1er letter of the said Johnson, were by thn 
Resident, :\Iiddleton, transluittcd to the board, togeth- 
er with a letter frol11 the Vizier, founded on the said 
report anù lettor of the said J oh11son, and proposing 
in consequonce "to 1'OS1.11ne the grant, and to leave 
Fyzoola I
hân to join his other faithless brethren who 
\vere sent across the Ganges." 
That the said papers ,vere read in Council on the 
4th of June, 1781, when the Governor-General, "Tar_ 
ren IIastings, did 1110ve and carry a vote to suspend a 
final resolution on the saIne: and the said Hastings 
did not express any disapprobation of the proceedings 
of the said Johnson; neither did the said na
tings 
assign any reasons for his motion of suspension, which 
pa
sed without debate. That in truth the said Hast- 
ings had then pl'ojected a journey up the country to 
l11eet the Vizier for the settlen1ent of articles relative 
to the regulation of Oude and its dependencies, an10ng 
w'hich ,vas included the jaghire of Fyzoola Khân; and 
the said Hastings, for the aforesaid purposes, did, 011 
the 3d of July, by his own casting vote, grant to him- 
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self, and did prevail on his colleague, Ed,vard Whe- 
leI', E
quire, to grant, a certain illegal delegation of 
the \vhole powers of the Governor-General and COUll- 
cil, and on the seventh of the sanle month did proceed 
on his way to join the Vizier at a place called Chunar, 
on the borders of Benares; and that the aforesaid 
vote of suspending a final resolution on the transac- 
tions with Fyzoola Khân was therefore in substance 
and effect a reference thereof by the said IIastings 
fron1 hhnself in council with his colleague, 'Vheler, 
to himself in conference and negotiation \vith the Viz- 
ier, \vho, froin the first den1and of the five thousalÜ\' 
horse, had taken every occasion of showing his incli- 
nation to dispossess Fyzoola Khân, and 'who before 
the said demand (in a letter which does not appear, 
but which the Vizier hin1self quotes as antecedent to 
the said deinand) had c0111plained to the said Hastings 
of the "iujury and irregularity in the Inanagelnellt 
of the provinces bordering on Rainpoor, arising from 
Fyzoola J{hân having the uncontrolled dominion of 
that district." 


P ART VI. 


TREATY OF CHUNAR. 


1. THAT the Governor-General, Warren Hastings, 
being vested with the illegal powers before recited, 
did, on the 19th of September, 1781, enter into a 
treaty with the Vizier at Chunar, - which treaty (as 
the 
aid Hastings relates) was drawn up "frorH a se- 
ries of requisitions presented to him [the said Hast- 
ingsJ 1>y the Vizier," and by him received" with an 
illstallt and unqualified assent to each article"; and 
that the said Hastings assigns his reasons for such 
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ready assent in the following ,vords: "I considered 
the subjects of his [the Vizier's] requests as essential 
to the reputation of our governnlent, and no less to 
our interest than his." 


II. That in the said treaty of Chunar the third 
article is as follows. 
"That, as Fyzoola Khân has by his breach of treaty 
forfeited the protection of the English governn1ent, 
and causes by his continuance in his present inde- 
pendent state great aÌarn1 and detrilnent to the Xa- 
bob Vizier, he be pennitted, when time shall suit, to 
resun1e his lands, and pay hin1 in lnoney, through the 
Resident, the aillount stipulated by treaty, after de- 
ducting the alnount and charges of the troops he 
stands engaged to furnish by treaty; wh
ch anlount 
shall be passed to the account of the Con1pany dur- 
ing the continuance of the present war." 


III. That, for the better elucidation of his policy 
in the several articles of the treaty above mentioned, 
the said Hastings did send to the Council of Calcutta 
(now' consisting of Edward "....heler and J o11u 
fac- 
pherson, Esquires) two different copies of the said 
treaty, with explanatory minutes opposed to each 
article; and that the ll1inute opposed to the third 
article is thus expressed. 
"The conduct of Fyzoola Khân, in refusing the 
aid delnallded, though (1.) not an absolute breach of 
treaty, was evasive and uncandid. (2.) The denzand 
u.,'as lnadefor five thousand cavalry. (3.) The engage- 
'Jnent in the treaty is literally for five thousand horse and 
foot. Fyzoola Khân could not be ignorant that we 
had no occasion for any succors of infan try froill him, 
, 
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and that cavalry would be of the 1110st essentiDl ser- 
vice. ( 4.) So scrupulou.s an attention to literal expres- 
sion, '[()h.en a rnore liberal interp]'etation would Itave been 
highly u
iful and acceptable to us, stroJlgly 'Jnarks his 

u
friendl!J disposition, though it 'Jnay not impeach It is fi- 
delity, and leaves hint little claÍJn to any exertions jf)"O'Jn 
us for the continuance of Ids iag1tires. But (5.) I am 
of opinion that neither the Vizier's nor the Cornpany's 
interests would be pronwted by depriving Fyzoola Iíhán 
of hÙs independency, and I have (6.) therefore 'reserved 
the execution of this agreement to an indefinite term; 
and our governnwnt -may always interpose to prevent any 
ill effects fronz it." 


IV. That, in his aforesaid authentic evidence of his 
own purpo
es, Inotives, and principles, in the third ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Chunar, the said I-Iastings hath 
established divers matters of weighty and serious 
crin1ination against hill1self. 
1st. That the said Hastings doth acknowledge 
therein, that he did, in a public instrument, solen111ly 
recoo'uize "as a breach 0 1 treat y " and as such did 
b , " 
subject to the consequent penalties, an act which he, 
the said IIastillgs, did at the saIne tilne think, and 
did iuunediately declare, to be "no breach of treaty" ; 
and by so falsely and unjustly proceeding against a 
person under the COinpany's guaranty, the said IIast- 
iugs, on his o,vn confession, did hÏ111self break the 
faith of the said guaranty. 
2d. That, ill justifying this breach of the Con1- 
pany's faith, the said IIastings doth 'Wholly abandon 
his second pereJnptory delnand for tlte three thousand 
horse, and the protest con:sequellt thereon; and the 
said IIastillgs doth thereby hiu1self COndell111 the vio- 
lence and injustice of the sanle. 
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3dly. That, in recurring to the original dell1and of 
five thousand horse a
 the ground of hi
 justification, 
the said Hastings doth falsely a'õ:sert " the engageillent 
in the treaty to be literally FIYE thousand hm.se and 
foot," whereas it is in fact for T'VO 01" THREE tlwll8and 
men
' and the said Hastings doth thereby ,vilfully 
attelnpt to deceive and Inislead his eluployers, \vhich 
is an high crÏlne and Inbdelneall
r in a servant of so 
great trust. 
4thly. That, w"ith a yiew to his further justifica- 
tion, the said Hastings doth adyance a principle that 
"a scrupulous attention to the literal expression" of 
3 guarantied treaty "leaves" to the person so ob- 
serving the saUle "but little clahn to the exertions" 
of a guarant!} on his behlllf
' that snch a principle 
b utterly sul>versive of all faith of guaranties, and is 
therefore highly crill1inal in the first executive mem- 
ber of a goverUlllent that 11lUst necessarily stand in 
that 111t1Ìllal relation to luany. 
5thly. That the said IIastings doth profess his 
opinion of an article to whieh he gave an " instant and 
unqualified assent," that it ,vas a Ineasure "
!} 'll'llÍcl
 
neither the J,Tizier"s nor the Company's interests u'o'ltld 
be promoted," but froln ,vhieh, 'without sonle interposi- 
tion, " ill effects" 'must be expectecl j and that the said 
Hastings doth thereby charge himself with a high 
breach of trust towards hi
 en1ployers. 
6thlr. That the said Hastings having thus con- 
fe
sed that consciously and ,vilfully (froln \vhat Ino- 
tives he hath not chosen to confess) he did give his 
fOrInal sanction to a 11leasure both of injustice and 
Ïlnpolicy, he, the 
aid Hastings, doth urge in his de- 
fen
e, that he did at the saine tilue insert words 
. re- 
serving the execution of the said agreelnent to an iu- 
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definite term," with an intent that it might in truth 
be never executed at all, - but that" our.govcrnment 
Inight always interpose," ,vithout right, by Ineans of 
an indirect and undue influence, to prevent the ill 
effects following froin a collusive surrender of a clear 
and authorized right to interpose; and the said Hast- 
ings doth thereby declare himself to have introduced 
a principle of duplicity, deceit, and double-dealing in.. 
to a public engagelnent, ,vhich ought in its essence to 
be clear, open, and explicit; that such a declaration 
tends to shake and overthrow the confidence of all in 
the most solenln instrulnents of any person so declar- 
ing, and is therefore an high crime and misdemeanor 
in the first executive Jnen1ber of governn1cnt, by \vhom 
all treaties and other engagements of the state are 
principally to be conducted. 


v. rrhat, by the explanatory Ininute aforesaid, the 
said Warren Hastings doth further, in the most direct 
manner, contradict his own assertions in the very let- 
ter which inclosed the said minute to his colleagues; 
for that one of the articles to which he there gave 
" an instant and unqualified assent, as no less to our in- 
terest than to the Vìzier's," he doth here declare une- 
quivocally to be neitlwr to our interests nor the Vìz- 
ier's; and the" unqualified assent" given to the said 
article is no\v so qualified as wholly to defeat itself. 
That by such irreconcilable contradictions the said 
Hastings doth incur the suspicion of 111uch criminal 
lnisreprescntation in other like cases of unwitnessed 
conferences; and in the present instance (as far as it 
extends) the said Hastings doth prove hin1self to have 
given an account both of his actions and nlotives by 
his own confession untrue, for the purpose of deceiv.. 



AG AIXST WARREN HASTINGS. 


301 


ing his elnployers, w"hich is an high crime and misde- 
meanor in a servant of so great trust. 


VI. That the said third article of the treaty of 
Chunar, as it thus stands explained by the said Hast- 
ings hhnself, doth on the whole appear designed to 
hold the protection of the Company in suspense; that 
it acknow ledges all right of interference to cease, 
but leaves it to our discretion to determine ,,"hen it 
will suit our conveniency to give the Vizier the liber- 
ty of acting on the principles. by us already adlnitted; 
that it is dexterously constructed to balance the de- 
sires of one Jnan, rapacious and profuse, against the 
fears of another, described a
 "of extreme pusilla- 
nimity and wealthy," but that, whatever may have 
been the secret objects of the artifice and intrigue 
confessed to fOrIn its very essence, it must on the 
very face of it necessarily in1plicate the Company in 
a breach of faith, whichever Inight be the event, as 
they 111Ust equallr break their faith either by with 
drawing their guaranty unjustly or by continuing 
that guarantr in contradiction to this treaty of Chu- 
nar; that it thus tends to hold out to India, and 
to the whole world, that the public principle of the 
English governlnent is a deliberate system of injus- 
tice joined with falsehood, of ilnpolicy, of bad faith, 
and treachery; and that the said article is therefore 
in the highest degree derogatory to the honor, and 
injurious to the interests of this nation. 
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P ART VII, 


CONSEQUENCES OF THE TREATY OF CIIUNAR. 


I. THAT,.in consequence of the treaty of Chunar, 
the Governor-Gencral, 'Yarrell Hastings, did send of- 
ficial instructions rcspecting thc various articles of 
the saiù treaty to the said Resident, 
Iidùlcton; and 
that, in a pustscript, the said ITastings did forbid the 
resuluption of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân's jaghire, 
"until ciL'clllnstances n1ay render it 1nore expedient 
and ea
y to be attempted than the present more 
luaterial pursuits of governll1ent 111ake it appear": 
thereby intilllatillg a positive lhnitation of the indefi- 
nite tenll in the explanatory 111inute above recited, 
and confining the suspension of the artie-Ie to the 
pressure of the war. 


II. That, soon after the date of the said instructions, 
and ,vithill two 1nollths of the signature of the treaty 
of Chunar, the said Hastings did cause Sir Elijah Iln- 
per, I\:.night, his 
Iajestr's chief-justice at Fort Wil- 
lialn, to discreùit the jnstice of the crown of Great 
Bri taill by 111aking hÏ1n the channel of Ullwarrant- 
ahle conul1unication, and did, through the said Sir 
Elijah, signify to the Resident, 
Iiddleton, his, the 
said IIastings's, "approbation of a subsidy froin Fy- 
zoola Khân." 


III. That the Resident, in answer, represents the 
propcr equivalcnt for hvo thousand horse and one 
tho'lsand foot (the forces offered to Mr. Johnson by 
Fyzoola Khân) to be t,vclve lacs, or 120,OOOl. sterling 
and upwards, each year; ,vhich the said Resident 
supposes is considerably beyond ,vhat he, Fyzoola 
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Khân, U'ill voluntarily pay: "however, if it is your 
wish that the claÌIn should be lnade, I anI ready to 
take it up, and you 1nay be a8suret.Z nothing in my 
pou:er shall be left undone to carry it through." 


IV. That the reply of the said Ha
tings doth not 
appear; but that it does appear on record that "a 
ncgotiation" ( )11'. Johnson's) "
as begun for Fyzoo- 
la Khân's cavalry to act with General Goddard, and, 
on his [Fyzoola Khân'sJ evading it, that a surn of 
'money 'Was delnanded." 


\". That, in the 11101lths of February, )larch, and 

.tpril, the Resident, )Iiddleton, did repeatedly pro- 
pose the resulllption of Fyzoola Khân's jaghire, agree- 
ably to the treaty of Chunar; and that, driven to ex- 
trelnity (as the said Hastings supposes) "by the pub- 
lic l1IenaCes and denunciations of the Resident and 
minister," Hyder Beg I\::hân, a creature of the said 
Ha
tillg
, and Loth the lninister and Residcnt acting 
professedly on and under the treaty of Chunar, " the 
Kabob Fyzoola Khân nlade such prcparations, and 
such a disposition of his faluily and wealth, as evi- 
dently Inanifested either an intended or an expected 
rupture." 


-rl. That on the 6th of 1.lay the said Hastings did 
s
nd his confidential agent and friend, )lajor Pahner, 
on a private cOlllmission to Lucknow; and that the 
said Palnler was charged with secret instructions rel- 
ative to Fyzoola Khân, but of what Ï1nport canllot be 
ascertained, the said Hastings in his public instruc- 
tions having inserted only the nalne of Fyzoola I(hân, 
as a n1ere reference (according to the explanation of 
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the said Hastings) to what he had verbally commu- 
nicated to the said Palmer; and that the said IIast- 
ings ,vas thereby guilty of a crÏlninal concealn1ent. 


VII. That some tÏ1ne about the Inonth of .August 
an engagement happened between a body of Fyzoola 
Khân's cavalry and a part of the Vizier';:) anny., in 
which the latter were beaten, and their guns taken; 
that the Resident, l.Iiddleton, did represent the saIne 
but as a slight and accidental affray; that it ,vas ac- 
knowledged the troops of the 'Tizier were the aggres- 
SOl'S; that it did appear to the board, and to the said 
Hastings hÏlnself, an affair of Inore considerable mag- 
nitude; and that they did n1ake the concealn1ent there- 
of an article of charge against the Re
ident, 
Iiddle- 
ton, though the said Resident did in truth acquaint 
then1 with the same, but in a cursory manner. 


,-rIlL That, Ï1nInediately after the said" fray" at 
Daranagur, the Vizier (who was" but a cipher in the 
hands" of the Iuinister and the Resident, both of 
thcIn directly appointed and supported by the said 
Hastings) did make of Fyzoola Khân a new den1and, 
equally contrary to the true intent and 111eaning of 
the treaty as his former requisitions: which new de- 
mand was for the detachn1ellt in garrison at Darana- 
gur to be cantoned as a stationary force at Luckno,v, 
the capital of the Vizier; whereas he, the Vizier, had 
only a right to demand an occasional aid to join his 
army in the field or in garrison during a war. But 
the said new demand being evaded, or rather refused, 
agreeably to the fair construction of the treaty, by 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, the Inatter was for the pres- 
ent dropped. 
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IX. That in the letter in which the Resident, 
Iid- 
dleton, did mention ., what he calls the fray" afore- 
said, the said )Iiddleton did again apply for the re- 
sumption of the jaghire of Ranlpoor; and that, the 
objections against the measure being no'v ren1o'.erl. 
(by the separate peace with Sindia,) he desireù to 
know if the board" would give assurances of their 
support to the '-'-izier, in case, u'ltÍch" (says the Resi- 
dent) "I tltiilk very probable, his [the "{izier'sJ own 
strength should be found unequal to tlte undertaking." 


X. That, although the s3id Warren Hastings did 
make the foregoing application a Ilew charge against 
the Resident, )Iiddleton, yet the said Hastings did 
only criluinate the 
aid )Iiddleton for a proposal tend- 
ing " at such a crisis to increase the nUlnber of our 
enelnies," and did in no degree, either in his articles 
of charge or in his acconlpanying 11linutes, express 
any disapprobation whatever of the principle; that, 
in truth, the whole proceedings of the said Resident 
were the natural result of the treaty of Chunar; that 
the said proceedings were from tilne to tilne con1mu- 
nicated to the said Hastings; that, as he nowhere 
charges any disobedience of orders on 
Ir. 
Iiddleton 
with respect to Fyzoola Khân, it 11lay be justly in- 
ferred that the said Hastings did not interfere to 
check the proceedings of the said 
fiddleton on that 
subject; and that by such crilninal neglect the said 
Hastings did 111ake the guilt of the said 
IiddletoIl,. 
whatever it might be, his own. 


VOL. IX. 20 
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P ART VIII. 


PECUNIARY COl\Il\IUTATIO:N OF THE STIPULATED AID. 


I. THAT 011 the charges and for the misdemeanors 
above specified, together with divers other accusa- 
tions, the Governor-General, Warren IIastings, ir. 
Septelnber, 1782, did remove the aforesaid 1tliddleton 
frolll his office of Resident at Gude, and did appoint 
thereto John Bristow, Esquire, wholn he had twice 
before, \vithout cause, recalled from the same; and 
that about the saIne tÏ1ne the said Hastings did be- 
lieve the lnind of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân to be so 
irritated, in consequence of the above-recited conduct 
of the late Rosident, 
Iiddleton, and of his, the said 
Hastings's, own crinlillal neglect, that he, the said 
Hastings, found it necessary to write to Fyzoola 
Khâll, assuring him" of the favorable disposition of 
the governlnent toward hhn, ,vhile he shall not have 
forfeited it by any ilnproper conduct"; but that the 
said assurances of the Govcrnor-General did not tend, 
as soon after appeared, to raise llluch confidence in 
the Nabob, over WhOll1 a public instrument of the 
saIne IIastings was still holding the terrors of a dep- 
rivation of his jaghire, and all exile" alnong his oth- 
.er faithless brethren across the Ganges." 


II. That, on the suhject of Fyzoola Khân, the said 
Hastings, in his instructions to the new Resident, 
Bristow, did leave hinl to be guided by his o,vn 
discretion; but he adds, " Be careful to prevent the 
Vizier's affairs from being involved with new difficul- 
ties, while he has already so nlallY to oppress him": 
thereby plainly hintin
 at sonle Inore decisive lneas- 
ures, whenever the ,rizier should be less oppressed 
-with difficulties. 
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III. That the Resident, Bristow, after acquainting 
the Governor-General with his intentions, did under 
the said instructions renew the aforesaid claim for a 
sun1 of money, but with much caution and circum- 
spection, distantly sounding 
tllif Khân, the vakeel 
(or envoy) of Fyzoola Khân at the court of the 
Vizier; that" AlIif Khâll wrote to his 111aster on the 
subject, and in answer he was directed 110t to agree 
to the granting of any pecuniary aid." 


IV. That the Resident, Bristow, did then openly 
depute )Iajor Paln1er aforesaid, w.ith the concurrence 
of the 'Tizier, and the approbation of the Governor- 
General, to the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, at Ran1poor; 
and that the said PalIner was to "endeavor to con- 
vince the :Nabob that all doubts of his attackìnent to the 
Vìzier are ceased, and 
()hatever claims 'inay be 'JJzade 
on hÚn are founded 'Upon the basis of Ids interest and 
advantage and a plan of establishing his right to the 
possession of Ids iaghire." That the sudden ceasing 
of the said doubts, without any inquiry of the slight- 
est kind, doth warrant a strong presulnption of the 
Resident's conviction that they never really existed, 
but ,vere artfully feigned, as a pretence for some 
harsh interposition; and that the indecent mockery 
of establishing, as a Inatter of favor, for a pecuniary 
consideration, rights which were never Îlnpeached 
but by the treaty of Chunar, (an instru111ent recorded 
by 'Varren Hastings 11Ìlnself to be founded on fah
e- 
hood and injustice,) doth powerfully prove the true 
purpose and object of all the duplicity, deceit, and 
double-dealing with which that treaty was projected 
and executed. 
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V. That the said Pahncr was instructed by the 
Resident, Bristo,v, with the subsequent approbation 
of the Governor-General, "to obtain froln Fyzoola 
Khân an annual tribute"; to 'which the Resident 
adds, - " 1J you. can procure from hÙn, over and above 
tltis, a pesltclls7
 [01' fine] of at least five lacs, it ,vould 
be rendering an essential service to the Vizier, and 
add to the confidence his Excellency would hereafter 
repose in the attachment of the Nabob Fyzoola Khán." 
And that the said Governor-General, IIastings, did 
give the following extraordinary ground of calcula- 
tion, as the basis of the said Pahner's negotiation for 
the annual tribute aforesaid. 
" It was certainly understood, at the tilne the treaty 
was concluded, (of which this stipulation ,vas a part,) 
that it applied solely to cavalry: as the Nabob Vizier, 
possessing the service of our forces, could not possibly 
require infantry, and least of all such infantry as Fy- 
zoola Khân could furnish; and a single horseman in- 
cluded in the aid u'hich Fyzoola I(hân mig7tt fu'rnish 
would prove a literal con
pliance with the said stipula- 
tion. The l1U1l1ber, therefore, of horse in1plied by it 
ought at least to be ascertained: we will suppose five 
thousand, and, allowing the exigency for their attûnd- 
ance to exist only in the proportion of one year in five, 
reduce the delnand to one thousand for the computa- 
tion of the subsidy, which, at the rate of fifty rupees 
per luan, will ailloun t to fifty thousand per 'lnensern. 
This may serve for the basis of this article in the ne- 
gotiation upon it." 


VI. That the said Warren Hastings doth then con- 
tinue to instruct the said PalIner in the alternative 
of a refusal fron1 Fyzoola Khân. "If Fyzoola Khân 
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shall refuse to treat for a subsidy, and clainl the ben- 
efit of his original agreenlent in its literal expression, 
he possesses a right u,ltich we cannot dispute, Qud it 
will in that case relnaill only to fix the precise num- 
ber of horse which he shall furnish, w11Ïch ought at 
least to exceed twenty-five hundred." 


"VII. That, in the above-recited instruction, the 
said Warren Hastings doth insinuate (for he doth not 
directly assert),- 
1st. That ,,-'c are entitled by treaty to fiv'e thousand 
troops, ,vhich he says were undoubtedly intended to 
be all cayalry. 
2d. That the said Hastings doth then adnlit that 
a single horseman, iucluded in the aid furnished by 
Fyzoola I(hân, would prove a literal con1pliance. 
3d. That the said Hastings doth next resort again 
to the supposition of our right to the whole five thou- 
sand cavalry. 
4th. That the said Hastings doth afterwards think, 
in the eyent of an explanation of the treaty, and a 
settlcluent of the proportion of cavalry, instead of a 
pecuniary comnllltation, it will be all we can c1elnand 
that the llunlLer should at least exceed twenty-five hun- 
dred, 
5th. That the said Hastings doth, in calculating 
the supposed tilue of their service, aSSU111e an arbitrary 
estÏ1nate of one year of war to four of peace; which 
( howe\'cr moderate the calculation Inay appear on the 
average of the said Hastings's own governlllent) doth 
involvo a principle in a considerable degree repug- 
nant to the system of perfect peace inculcated in the 
standing orders of the Conlpany. 
6th. That, in estinlating the pay of the cavalry to 
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be C01l1IDuted, the said Hastings doth fix tlle pay of 
each luan at fifty rupees a month; which on five 
thousand troops, all cavalry, (as the said Hastings 
SU}Jposes the treaty of Lall-Dang to have Ineant,) 
,,
ould alnount to an expense of thirty lacs a year, or 
betwcen 300,000l. or 400,000l. And this expense, 
strictly resulting (according to the calculations of the 
said Hastings) fron1 the intcntion of Snjah ul Do\vlah's 
grant to Fyzoola IChâll, was designed to be supported 
out of a jaghire valued at fifteen lacs only, or ISOlne- 
thing 1110re than 150,000l. of yearly revenue, just half 
the an10unt of the expense to be incurred in consider- 
ation of the said jaghire. 
And that a basis of negotiation so inconsistent, so 
arbitrary, and so unjust is contrary to that uprightness 
and integrity which should mark the transactions of 
a great state, and is highly derogatory to the honor 
of this nation. 


VIII. That, notwithstanding the seelning modera- 
tion and justice of the said H.astings in adlnittiug the 
clear and undoubted right of Fyzoola Khân to insist 
, on his treaty, the head of instruction Î1nmediately 
succeeding doth afford just reason for a violent pre- 
sU111ption that such apparent lenity was but policy, to 
give a color to his conduct: he, the said Hastings, in 
the ,ery next paragraph, bringing forth a ne\v '3ugine 
of oppression, as follo\vs. 
"To delnalld the surrender of all the 1'yots [or 
peasants] of the Nabob Vizier's dominions to wholn 

'J"zoola has given protection and service, or an annual 
tribute in compensation for the loss 
ustained by the Nabob 
Vìzier in his revenue thus transferred to Fyzoola I{hân. 
" You have stated the increase of his jaghirc, occa- 
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sioned by this act, at the Inoderate sum of fiftMn lacs. 
Tlw tribllte ougAt at lea.'5t to be one third of that anwunt. 
" We conceiye that Fyzoola Khân hÜnself may be 
disposed to yield to the preceding demand, on the ad- 
ditional condition of being allowed to hold his lands 
in ultumgaw [or an inheritable tenure] instead of his 
present tenure by Ja!Jltire [or a tenure for life]. Thi
 
we think the Vizier can have no objection to grant, 
and we recoffilnend it; but for this a fine, or peslLCush, 
ought to be immediately paid, in the custornary proportion 
of the JU1111na, estÍJnated at thirty lacs." 


IX. Tbat the Resident, Bristow, (to whom the letter 
containing 
Iajor Palmer's instructions is addressed,) 
nowbere attributes the increase of Fyzoola Khâll'S 
revenues to this protection of the fugitive ryots, sub- 
jects of the Vizier; that the said Warren Hastings 
was, therefore, not warranted to make that a pretext 
of such a peremptory demand. That, as an induce- 
ment to make Fyzoola Khân agree to the said denland, 
it is offered to settle his lands upon a tenure which 
would secure thenl to his children; but that settlement 
is to bring with it a new demand of a fine of thirty 
lacs, or 300,000l. and upwards; that the principles 
of the said denland are violent and despotic, and the 
inducement to acquiescence deceitful and insidious; 
and tbat both the denland and the inducenlent are 
derogatory to the honor of this nation. 


x. That 
rajor PalIner aforesaid proceeded under 
these instructions to Rampoor, where his journey" to 
extort a SUJJl of 1ïzoney" was preyiously known from 
Allif Khân, vakeel of Fyzoola Khân at the "'\Tizier's 
court; and that, notwithstanding the assurances of 
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the friendly disposition of goVerIllnent given by tbe 
said Hastings, (as is herein related,) the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khâu did express the 11l0st serious and despond- 
ing apprehel1sions, both by letter and through his va- 
keel, to the Resident, llristo\v, who represents them 
to 
Iajor Pahner in the following Inanller. 


 The Nabob Fyzoola Khân cOlnplaills of the dis- 
tresses he has this year suffered frOlll the drought. 
The whole collections have, \vith great managenlent, 
anlounted to about t,velve lacs of rupees, fi
onl which 
SHIn he has to support his troops, his fa Inily , and 
several relations and dependants of the late Rohilla 
chiefs. He says, it clearly appeal.s to be intended to 
deprive hi1n of his country, as the higlt demand you have 
made of hirn is inadnÛssible. Should he have assented 
to it, it \vould be Í111possible to perforlll the conditions, 
and then his reputation would be injured by a breach 
of agreeInellt. Allif I{hân further represents, that it 
is his master's intent-ion, in case the dmnand should not 
be relinquished by you, first to proceed to Lu;cknow, where 
he proposes having an interview with the Vìzier and the 
Resident
. if he should not be able to obtain his own 
ternlS for a future possession of his ;jagltire, he will set 
off f'or Calcutta in order to pray for justice from the 
Honorable the Governor-General. He observes, it is 
the custom of the HOllorable Company, ,vhen they 
deprive a chief of his country, to grant hÜn sonle 
allowance. This he expects from 
Ir. Hastings's 
bounty; but if he should be disappointed, he w'ill cer- 
tainly set off upon a pilgrimage to .11Iecca and J.Wedina, 
and renounce the cares of the world. - He directs his 
vakeel to ascertain whether the English intend to de- 
prive him of his country
' for if they do, he is ready 
to surrender it, upon receiving an order from the 
Resident." 
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XI. That, after llHlCh negotiation, the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khâll, " being fully sensible that an engagen1ent 
to furnish n1ilitary aid, however clearly the conditions 
might be stated, 'lnust be a source of perpetual rrnisunder- 
standing and inconveniencies," did at length agree with 
l\Iajor Pahner to give fifteen lacs, or 150,000l. and 
upwards, by four instahnents, that he might be ex- 
enlpted froIll all future clain1s of military service; 
that the said Palmer represents it to be his belief, 
"that no person, not known to possess your [the said 
Hastings's] confidence and support in the degree that 
I a1Î
 supposed to do, would have obtained nearly so , 
good tern1s"; but fron1 what n10tive "terms so 
good" were granted, and how the confidence and 
support of the said Hastings did truly operate on the 
mind of Fyzoola Khân, doth appear to be better ex- 
plained by another pa
sage in the same letter, where 
the said Pahner congratulates hilnself on the satisfac- 
tion 'l()hich he gave to Fyzoola Khân in the conduct of 
this negotiation, as he spent a month in order to ef- 
fect " by arguIllent and persH3.sion 'lvhat ,he could have 
obtained in an hour by t}treats and cornpulsions." 


PART IX. 


FULL VINDICATIOX OF FYZOOLA KHÂN BY MAJOR PAL1\IER 
AXD :MR. HASTIXGS. 


I. THAT, in the course of the said negotiation for 
establishing the rights of the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, 
)J ajor Pahner aforesaid did cOlnffiunicate to the Resi- 
dent, Bristow, and through the said Resident to the 
Council-General of Bengal, the full and dirsct denial 
of the X abob Fyzoola Khân to all and every of th& 
charges made or pretended to be made against him, 
as follows. 
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" Fyzoola Khân persists in denying the infringement 
on his part of anyone article in the treaty, or the 
neglect of any oLligation ,vhich it Ï1nposed upon him. 
" He does not adn1it of the Í1nprovenwnt8 reported to 
be made in his jaghire, and even asserts that the col- 
lections this year will fall short of the original ;ju1nma 
[or estiinate] by reason of the long drought. 
"He denies having exceeded the lill1Ïted nUlnber 
of Rohillas in his service; 
"And having refused the required aid of cavalry, 
made by Johnson, to act with General Goddard. 
" lIe obser\Tes, respecting the charge of evading the 
Vizier's requisition for the cavalry lately stationed at 
Daranagur, to be stationed at Lucknow, that he is 
not bound by treaty to n1aintain a stationary force 
for the service of the Vizier, but to supply an aid of 
two or three thousand troops in tiIlle of war. 
" Lastly, he asserts, that, so far froill encouraging 
the ryots [or peasants] of the Vizier to settle in his 
jaghire, it has been his constant 'practice to deliver 
them up to the Aun1il of. Rohilcund, \VhelleVer he 
could discover them." 


II. That, in giving his opinions on the aforesaid 
denials of the Nabob Fyzoola Khfin, the said Palmer 
did not controvert anyone of the constructions of the 
treaty advanced by the said Nabob. 
That, although the said Pahner, " from general ap- 
pearances as well as universal report, did not doubt 
that the jtUnn1a of the jaghire is greatly increased," 
yet he, the said Paln1er, did not intimate that it was 
increased in any degree near the a1nount rep01
ted, as 
it was dra\Vll out in a regular estiinate translnitted to 
the said Pahner expressly for the purposes of his nego- 
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tiation, which was of course by hiln produced to the 
Kabob Fyzoola Khân
 and to which 
pûcifically the de- 
nial of Fyzoola Khâll nUlst be understood to apply. 
rrhat the said PalIner did not hint any doubt of 
the deficiency affinned by Fyzoola Khân in the col- 
lections for the current year: and, 
That, if any increase of jUllllna did truly exist, 
whatever it l11ay have been, the 
aid PalIner did ac- 
knowledge it '
to have been solelnnly relillq uished 
(in a pri\yate agreelnent) by the 'Tizier." 
That, although the said Paliner did suppose the 
Jl umber of Rohillas (eu1ployed "in ordinary occu- 
pations) in Ralnpoor alone to exceed that lirnited 
by the treaty for his [Fyzoola Khâll's ] 
eryice," yet 
the said Palmer did by no 111eans ilnply that the 
:K abob Fyzoola Khân maintaÍ1led in his service a 
single luan more than was allowed by treaty; and 
by a particular and Ininute account of the troops 
of Fyzoola Khân, transll1Ïtted by the Resident, Bris- 
tow', to the said Paliner, the nUll1ber was stated but 
at 5,840, probably including officers, ,vho were not 
understood to be con1prehended in the treaty. 
That the tsaid Pahner did further adn1Ìt it" to be 
not clearly expressed in the treaty, whether the re- 
striction included Rohillas of all descriptions"; but, 
at any rate, he adds, " it does not appear that their 
nUlnber is formidable, or that he [Fyzoola KhânJ 
could by any means subsist such nU1Jlbers as could 
cause any serious alann to the Fïziel'
' neither is there 
any appearance of their entertaining any yiews be- 
yond the quiet possession of the ad\antages which 
they at present enjoy." 
And that, in a subsequent letter, in vdlÎch the 
said PalIner thought it prudent" to vindicate hÏ1n- 
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self from any possible insinuation that he meant to 
sacrifice the ,Tizier's interest," he, the said Palmer, 
did positively attest the new claim on Fyzoola Khân 
for the protection of the Vizier's ryots to be wholly 
without foundation, as the Nabob Fyzoola Khân 
"had proved to him [Palmer], by producing receipts 
of various dates and for great nUlnbers of these peo- 
ple surrendered upon requisition from the v"'izier's 
officers. " 


III. That, over and above the aforesaid complete 
refutation of the different charges and pretexts under 
which exactions had been practised, or atten1pted to 
be practised, on the Nabob Fyzoola Khân, the said 
Pahner did further condelnll altogether the principle 
of calculation assumed in such exactions (even if 
they had been founded in justice) by the following 
explanation of the. nature of the tenure by which, 
under the treaty of LaB-Dang, the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khân held his possessions as a jaghiredar. 
"There are 'no precedents in the ancient usage 
of the country for ascertaining the nuzzerana [cus- 
tomary present] or peshcush [regular fine] of grants 
of this nature: they 'were bestowed by the prince as 
rewards or favors,. and the accustomary present in 
return was adapted to the dignity of the donor rath- 
er than to the value of the gift, - to 'lvldch it never, 
I believe, bore any kind of proportion." 


IV. rfhat a sum of lnoney (" which of course 
was to be received by the COlnpallY") being now 
obtained, and the "interests both of the OOlnpany and 
the Vìzier" being thus 111uch "better promoted" by 
"establislting tlte rights" of Fyzoola I
hâll than they 
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could have been by "depriving him of his indepen- 
dency," when every undue influence of secret and 
crinlÏnal purposes 'was renloV'ed froin tJ}e rnind of 
the Governor-General, "T arren Hastings, E5quire, he, 
the said Hastings, did also concur with his friend and 
agent, 
Iajor Pahner, in the vindication of the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khân, and in the most alnple manner. 
That the said ".... arren Hastings did now clearly 
and explicitly under
tand the ClatlSes of the treaty, 
" that Fyzoola Khân should send two or t!tree [and 
not five] thousand men, or attend in person, in case 
it ?cas rrequisite." 
That the said Warren Hastings did now confess 
that the right of the Vizier under the treaty was 
at best "but a ]J'J'ecarious and unserviceable rright
. 
and that he thought fifteen lacs, or 150,OOOl. and 
upwards, an anlple equivalent," (or, according to 
the expression of )Iajor Pahner, an excellent bal'- 
gain,) as in truth it w'as, "for expunging an article 
of such a tenor and so loosely worded." 
And, finally, that the said Hastings did give the 
following description of the general character, dis- 
position, and circunlstances of the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khân. 
"The rumors which had been spread of his hos- 
tile designs against the Vizier were totally ground- 
less, and if he had been inclined, he had not the 
nleans to Inake himself forn1Îdable; on the contra- 
ry, being in the decline of life, and possessing a very 
fertile and prosperous jaghire, it is more natur
l 
to suppose that Fyzoola Khân wishes to spend the 
ren}ainder of his days in quietness than that he is 
preparing to elnbark in active and offensive scenes 
'which must end in his own destruction." 
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v. Yet that, llot\vithstanding this virtual and illi 
plied crin1ination of his whole conduct to,vard the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khân, and after all the aforesaid acts 
systematically prosecuted in open violation of a posi- 
tive treaty against a prince who had an hereditary 
right to more than he actually possessed, for whose 
protection the faith of the Company and the nation 
was repeatedly pledged, and who had deserved and 
obtained the public thanks of the British govern- 
ment, - when, in allusion to certair1 of the said acts, 
the Court of Directors had expressed to the said 
Hastings their wishes "to be considered rather as 
the guardians of the honor and property of the na- 
tive powers than as the instrulnellts of oppression," 
he, the said Hastings, in reply to the said Directors, 
his masters, did conclude his official account of the 
final settlement with Fyzoola Khân with the following 
indecent, because unjust, exultation:- 
" Such are the measures which we. shall ever wish 
to observe towards our allies or dependants upon our 
frontiers." 
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Copy of a Letter from Warren Hasting3, EsquIre, to Wil.. 
liam Devaynes, Esquire, Chairman of the Court of Di- 
rectors of the East India Company, dated Cheltenham, 
11th of July, 1785, and printed by order of the House 
of Commons. 


To Williall
 Devaynes, Esquire, Ohairman of the Hon-- 
orable the Oourt of Directors. 
S IR, - The HOllorable Court of Directors, in their 
general letter to Bengal by the" Surprise," dat- 
ed the 16th )Iarch, 1784, were pleased to express 
their desire that I should inform thenl of the peri 
ods 'wheh each SUIn of the presents mentioned in my 
address of the 22d 
fay, 1782, was received, what 
were IllY nlotives for withholding the several receipts 
frolll the knowledge of the Council, or of the Court 
of Directors, and what ,vere my reasons for taking 
bonds for part of these sums, and for paying other 
SHIns into the treasury as deposits on my own ac- 
coun t. 
I have been kindly apprised that the information 
required as above is yet expected frolll nle. I hope 


· As the Jetter referred to in the Eighth and Sixtecr.th Articles of 
Charge is not contained in any of the Appendixes to the Reports of 
the SeJect Committee, it has been thought necessary to annex it as 
an Appendix to these Charges. 
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that the circunlstances of IHY past situation, when 
considered, ,vill plead IllY excuse for baving thus 
long withheld it. The fact is, that I was not at the 
Presidcncy \vhen the" Surprise" arrived; and when 
I returned to it, 111Y tÏ111e and attention were so entire- 
ly engrossed, to the day of 111Y final departure from it, 
by a variety of other 1110re Ï1nporta11t occupations, of 
,vhich, Sir, I Inay safely appeal to your testil110UY, 
grounded on the large portion contributed by 111yself 
, of the vohunes which COll1pOSe our Consultations of 
that period, that the submission \vhich 111Y respect 
,vould have enjoined me to pay to the comll1and 
Ünposed on 111e was lost to 111Y recollection, perhaps 
froll1 the stronger impression \vhicb the first and dis- 
tant perusal of it had left on my 111ind that it was 
rather in tended as a reprehension for sOlllething 
,vhich had given offence in lHY report of the original 
transaction than as expressive of any want of a further 
elucidation of it. 
I ,viII now endeavor to reply to the different ques- 
tions which have been stated to n1e in as explicit 
a nlanner as I an1 able. To such infonnation as I 
can give the Honorable Court is fully entitled; and 
where that tihall prove defective, I will point out the 
easy means Ly which it Inay be rendered 1110re com- 
plete. 
First, I believe I can affirll1 with certainty, that the 

everal SUll1S lllentioned in the account trans111itted 
,vith my letter above 111entioned were receiyed at or 
,vi thin a very few days of the dates which are prefixed 
to them in the account; but as this contains only the 
gross SUlns, and each of these ,vas received in differ- 
ent payments, tbough at no great distance of time, I 
cannot therefore assign a greater degree of accuracy 
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to the account. Perhaps the Honorable Court will 
judge this sufficient for any purpose to which their 
inq uiry ,vas directed; but if it should not be so, I 
will beg leave to refer for a more minute information, 
and for the means of making any investigation which 
they may think it proper to direct, respecting the 
particulars of this transaction, to Mr. Larkins, your 
Accountant-General, who was privy to every process 
of it, and possesses, as I believe, the original paper, 
which contained the only account that I ever kept of 
it. In this each receipt was, as I recollect, specifical- 
ly inserted, with the name of the person by whom it 
was made; and I shall write to hÏIn to desire that he 
will furnish you with the paper itself, if it is still in 
being and in his hands, or with whatever he can dis- 
tinctly recollect concerning it. 
For lHY motives for ,vithholding the several receipts 
from the knowledge of the Council, or of the Court of 
Directors, and for taking bonds for part of these sums, 
and paying others into the treasury as deposits on 
my o,vn account, I have generally accounted in my 
letter to the Honorable the Court of Directors of the 
22d 
Iay, 1782: nalnely, that" I either chose to con- 
ceal the first receipts from public curiosity by receiv- 
ing bonds for the amount, or possibly acted without 
any studied design which my memory at that dis- 
tance of tÏIne could verify; and that I did not think 
it worth nlY care to observe the same means with the 
rest." It will not be expected that I should be able 
to give a nlore correct explanation of nlY intentions 
after a lapse of three years, having declared at the time 
that many particulars had escaped my relnelnbrance; 
neither shall I attcll1pt to add nlore than the clearer- 
affirmation of the facts implied in that report of 
VOL. IX. 21 
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them, and such inferences as necessarily, or with a 
strong probability, follow them. 
I have said that the three first sums of the ac- 
count were paid into the COInpany's treasury with- 
out passing through my hands. The second of these 
\vas forced into notice by its destination and appli- 
cation to the cxpense of a detachment which ,vas 
formed and eInployed against }'Iahdajee. Sindia un- 
der the cOll1mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, as 
I particularly apprised the Court of Directors in lny 
letter of the 29th Noveluber, 1780. The other t\VO 
were certainly not intended, when I received t
lem, 
to be made public, though intended for public ser- 
vice, and actually applicd to it. The exigencies of 
the government werc at that tilne IllY own, and every 
pressure upon it rested with its full wcight upon my 
mind. Wherever I could find allo\vable means of 
relieving those wants, I eagerly 
eized them; but 
ncither could it occur to me as necessary to state on 
our Proceeùings every little aid which I could thus 
procure, nor do I know how I could have stated it, 
without appearing to court favor by an ostentation 
which I disdain, nor without the chance of ex.citing 
the jealousy of Iny colleagues by the constructive as- 
sertion of a separate and unparticipated merit, de- 
rived from the influence of Iny station, to which they 
might have laid an equal claÎIu. I should have 
deemed it particularly dishonorable to receive for 111Y 
own use n10ney tendered by men of a certain class, 
froIlI wholn I haù interdicted the receipt of presents 
to my inferiors, and bound thelu by oath not to re- 
ceive them. I was therefore more than ordinarily 
cautious to avoid the f-illspicioll of it, which \vou]d 
scarcely have faileJ to 1ight upon nIe, had I suffercd 
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the money to be brought directly to my own house, 
or to that of any person known to be in trust for me: 
for these reasons I caused it to be transported imlne- 
diately to the treasury. Ther.e, you ,veIl know, Sir, 
it could not be receiyed without being passed to some 
credit, and this could only be done by entering it as a 
loan or as a deposit: ihe first 'was the least liable to 
reflection, and therefore I had obviously recourse to 
it. "Thy the second sunl was entered as a deposit 
I aIll utterly ignorant: possibly it was done without 
any special direction froln nle; possibly because it 
was the sinlplest Illode of cntry, and therefore pre- 
ferred, as the transaction itself did not require con- 
cealnlent, haying been already ayowed. 
A1thongh I anl firmly persuaded that these were my 
sentirnents on the occasion, yet I will not affirIll that 
they were. Though I feel their inlpression as the re- 
lnains of a series of thoughts retained on IllY nlenlory, 
I ain not certain that they lnay not have been pro- 
duced by subsequent reflection on the principal fact, 
conlbining with it the probable motives of it. Of this 
I aill certain, that it was IllY design originally to 
have concealed the receipt of al1 the SnI11S, except 
the second, eyen from the knowledge of the Court of 
Directors. They had answered nIY purpose of pub- 
lic utility, and I had almost totally di
nlissed theln 
from nlY relnelnbrance. But when fortune threw 
a sum in my' way of a lllagnitnde w'hich could not 
be concealed, and the peculiar delicacy of IHY situ- 
ation at the tÏIne in which I receiyed it Blade 111e 
more circumspect of appcarances, I chose to ap- 
prise my employers of it, which I did hastily and gen- 
erally: hastily, perhaps to prevent the vigilance and 
acti
 ity of secret calumny; and generally, because I 
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knew not the exact amount of the sum, of which I 
was in the receipt, but 110t in the full possession. 
I proluised to acquaint then1 ,vith the result as soon 
as I should be in possession of it, and in the perforn1- 
ance of Iny pron1Íse I thought it consistent with it 
to add to the account all the fOrIner appropriations 
of the salue kind: lUY good genius then suggesting 
to Ine, ,vith a spirit of caution ,vhich 111Íght have 
spared ll1e the trouble of this apology, had I uni- 
versally attended to it, that, if I had suppressed 
then1, and they were afterwards kllo,vn, I ll1ight be 
asked 'what were IllY motives for withholding part 
of these receipts frol11 the knowledge of the Court 
of Directors and infol'l11ing thelU of the rest. 
It being my ,vish to clear up every doubt upon this 
transaction, ,vhich either ll1Y o,vn luind could suggest 
or which nlay have been suggested by others, I beg 
leave to suppose another question, and to state the 
terms of it in n1Y reply, by inforn1Íng you that the 
indorsement on the bonds was l11ade about the period 
of IHY leaving the Presidency, in the l11iddle of the 
year 1781, in order to guard against their becol11ing 
a claiI11 on the Company, as part of my estate, in the 
-event of n1Y death occurring in the course of the ser- 
vice on ,vhich I was then entering. 
This, Sir, is the plain history of the transaction. 
I should be ashan1eù to request that you would com- 
municate it to the Honorable Court of Directors, 
whose time is too valuable for the intrusion of a sub- 
ject so uninteresting, but 'that it is becon1e a point 
of indispensable duty; I l11USt therefore request the 
favor of you to lay it, at a convenient till1e, before 
them. In addressing it to you personally, I yield to 
my own feelings of the respect which is due to them 



APPENDIX. 


325 


as a body, and to the assurances which I derive from 
your experienced civilities that you will kindlyover- 
look the trouble imposed by it. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your very humble and lTIOst obedient servant, 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


CHELTENHAM, 11 July, 1785. 
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SPEECH 


IN 


OPENING THE IMPEACHMENT. 


FIRST DAY: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, li88. 


M y LORDS,-The gentlemen who have it in 
comnland to support the Ï1npeachment against 

fr. Hastings have directed me to open the cause with 
a general view of the grounds upon which the Com- 
mons have proceeded in their charge against him. 
They have directed me to acco1npany this with an- 
other general view of the extent, the magnitude, the 
nature, the tendency, and the effect of the crÏ1nes 
which they allege to have been by him cOffiluitted. 
They have also directed me to give an explanation 
(with their aid I 11lay be enabled to give it) of such 
circunlstances, preceding the crinles charged on Mr. 
Hastings, or conco1nitant with them, as may tend 
to elucidate whatever may be found obscure in the 
articles as they stand. To these they wished me to 
add a few illustrative re1narks on the laws, customs, 
opinions, and manners of the people concerned, and 
who are the objects of the crimes we charge on 
fr. 
Hastings. The several articles, as they appear before 
you, will be opened by other gentlenlen with 1nore 
particularity, with more distinctness, and, without 
doubt, with infinitely more ability, when they come 
to apply the evidence which naturally belongs to 
each article of this accusation. This, my Lords, is 
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the plan which ,ve Inean to pursue on the great 
charge ,vhich is now to abide your judgn1ent. 
.l\Iy Lords, I ll1ust look upon it as an auspicious 
circul11stance to this cause, in which the honor of the 
kingdoln and the fate of In any nations are involved, 
that, fro111 the first COl11111encelnent of our Parlial11en- 
tary process to this the hour of Eolmlln trial, not the 
8111a11est difference of opinion has arisen between the 
two IIouses. 
1tIy Lords, there are persons who, looking rather 
upon what ,vas to be found in our records and his- 
tories than ,vhat was to be expected frol11 the public 
justice, had forn1ed hopes consolatory to the1l1selves 
and dishonorable to ,us. 'rhey flattered thenlselves 
that the corruptions of India ,vould escape amidst the 
dissensions of Parlianlent. They are disappointed. 
fj"hey will be disappointed in all the rest of their ex.. 
pectatiolls ,vhich they have forined upon everything, 
except the Inerits of their cause. The C0111n10nS will 
not have the 111elancholy unsocial glory of having 
acted a solitary part in a noble, but imperfect work. 
1Vhat the greatest inquest of the nation has begun its 
highest tribunal ,vill accomplish. At length justice 
will be done to India. It is true that your Lordships 
will have your full share in this great achievel11ent; 
but the COl11nlons have always considered that ,vhat- 
ever honor is divided with you is doubled on them- 
selves. 
l\Iy Lords, I must confess, that, amidst these en- 
couraging pro
pects, the Commons do not approach 
your bar without awe and anxiety. The magnitude 
of the interests which ,ve have in charge will reconcile 
some degree of solicitude for the event ,vith the un- 
douLtillg confidence ,vith ,vhich we repose ourselves 
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upon your Lordships' justice. For ,ve are men, my 
Lords; and Inen are so lnade, that it is not only the 
greatness of danger, but the value of the adventure, 
which n1easures the degree of our concern in every 
undertaking. I sole111nly assure your Lordships that 
no standard is sufficient to estimate the value which 
the COlnnlons set upon the eyent of the cause they 
no'w bring before you. J\Iy Lords, the business of 
this day is not the business of this I1lan, it is not sole- 
ly whether the prisoner at the bar be found innocent 
or guilty, but ,vhether nlillions of lllankind shall be 
nlade l11Ïserable or happy. 
Your Lordships ,vill see, in the progress of this 
causc, that there is not only a long, connccted, sys- 
tenlatic series of Inisdelneanors, but an equally con- 
nected systelll of InaxinlS and principles invented to 
justify the111. U pOll both of these you n1ust judge. 
According to the judglnent that you shall give upon 
the past transactions in India, inseparably connected 
as they are 'with the principles which support them, 
the whole character of your future governlnent in 
that distant cll1pire is to be unalterably decided. It 
will take its perpetual tenor, it will receive its final 
Ünpression, fro111 the staulp of this very hour. 
It is not only the interest of India, now the Inost 
considerable part of the British en1pire, which is con- 
cerned, but the credit and honor of the British nation 
itself will be decided by this decision. "\Y c are to 
decide by this judgIllent, whether the crinles of indi.. 
yiduals are to be turned into puLlic guilt and nation.. 
al ignominy, or ,vhether this l1ation will COIlyert the 
very offcnces which have thrown a transient shade 
upon its goverlllllent into son1ething that will reflect 
a pennanent lustre upon the hOllor, justice, and hu- 
manity of this kingdom. 
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Iy Lords, there is another consideration, which 
angnlents the solicitude of the C0I111nons, equal to 
those other two great interests I have stated, those 
of our e1npire and our national character, - some- 
thing that, if possible, comes 11101'e hon1e to the 
hearts and feelings of every Englislllnan: I 111ean, 
the interests of our Constitution itself, ,vhich is 
deeply involved in the event of this cause. The 
future use and the ,vhole effect, if not the very 
existence, of the process of an impeachment of 
high crÍllles and misden1eanors before the peers 
of this kingdon1 upon the charge of the Comn10ns 
,vill very lnuch be decided 1>y your judg1ncnt in 
this canse. This tribunal will be found (I hope 
it will always be found) too great for petty causes: 
if it should at the same time be found incornpetent 
to one of the greatest, - that is, if little offences, 
from their 111inuteness, escape you, and the greatest, 
from their Inagnitude, oppress you, - it is impos- 
sible that this fOrin of trial should not in the end 
vanish out of the Constitution. For we must not 
deceive ourselves: whatever does not stand with 
credit cannot stand long. And if the Constitution 
should be deprived, I do not mean in forll1, but 
virtually, of this resource, it is virtually deprived 
of everything else that is valuable in it. For 
this process is the cement which binds the whole 
together; this is the individuating principle that 
n1akes England what England is. In this court it 
is that no subject, in no part of the ernpire, can 
fail of cornpctent and proportionable justice; here 
it is that we provide for that which is the substantial 
excellence of our Constitution, - I mean, the great 
circulation of responsibility, by which (excepting the 
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supreme power) no 11lan, in no circul11stance, can 
escape the account which he owes to the laws 01 
his country. It is by this process that 111agistra- 
cy
 ",'hich tries and controls all other things, is it- 
self tried and controllcd. Other constitutions are 
sati
fied .with 111aking good suhjects; this is a se- 
curity for good governors. It is by this tribunal 
that statesl11en who abuse their po,ver are accused 
by statesnlen and tried by statesnlen, not upon the 
niceties of a narrow jurisprudence, but U pOll the 
enlarged and solid principles of state 11lorality. It 
is here that those 'who by the abuse of power have 
violated the spirit of law can never hope for pro- 
tection fronl any of its forn1s; it is here that those 
who have refused to confornl thenlselves to its per- 
fections can never hope to escape through any of 
its defects. It oup:ht, therefore, nlY Lords, to be- 
conle our conU11on care to guard this your precious 
deposit, rare in its use, but powerful in its effect, 
with a religious vigilance, and neyer to suffer it 
to he either discredited or antiquated. For this 
great end your Lordships are invested with great 
and plenary powers: but you do not suspend, you 
do not supersede, you do not annihilate any subor- 
dinate jurisdiction; on the contrary, you are auxil- 
iary and supplemental to theI11 all. 
Whether it is owing to thp felicity of our times, less 
fertile in great offences than those which have gone 
before us, or whetl-.I.er it is frolH a sluggish apathy 
which has dnl1
d and enervated the public justice, 
I anl not caned upon to detefl11ine, - but, whatever 
lllay be the cause, it is now sixty-three ypars since 
any ilnpeachnlent, grounded upon abuse of authority 
and n1Ïsdel11eanor in office, has conle before this tri- 
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bunal. The last is that of Lord l\Iacclesficld, ,vhich 
happened in the year 1725. So that the oldest pro- 
cess kno,vn to the Constitution of this country has, 
upon its revival, SOlnc appearance of novelty. At 
this tin1e, when all Europe is in a state of, perhaps, 
contagious ferlnentation, ,vhcn antiquity has lost all 
its revcrencc and all its effect on the Ininds of n1C11, 
at the same tin1e that novelty is still attended ,vith 
the suspicions that always ,vill bc attached to what- 
ever is l1C'V, wc have been anxiously carcful, in a 
business ,vhich seen1S to cOlnbille the objections both 
to ,vhat is antiquated and what is novcl, so to con- 
duct ourselves that nothing in the revival of this 
grcat Parlialnentary process shall afford a pretcxt 
for its future disuse. 

Iy Lords, strongly impressed as they are with 
these sen tin1cnts, the Con1n10ns have cond acted t11en1- 
selves with singular care and caution. Without los- 
ing the spirit and zeal of a public prosecution, they 
have cOlnported thcn1selves with such 1110deration, 
temper, and decorum as ,vonld not have ill become 
the, final judglnent, if with them rested the final 
judgn1cnt, of this great causc. 
'Vith very few illtennissions, the affairs of India 
have constantly engaged the attention of the C0111- 
1110ns for 1110re than fourteen years. 'Ve n1ay safely 
affirrn we have tried every mode of legislative pro- 
vision before ,ve had recourse to anything of penal 
process. It was in the ycar 1774 [1773?] we frained 
an act of Parlialnent for rell1edy to the then existing 
disorders in India, such as the then illforn1ation be- 
fore us enabled us to enact. Finding that the act 
of Parlialnent did not ans\ver all the ends that were 
expected froln it, we had, in the year 1782, recourse 
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to a body of monitory resolutions. 
either had we 
the expected fruit fron1 then1. ,Yhen, therefore, 
we found that our inquiries and our reports, our 
laws and our adu10nitions, 'were alike despised, that 
enornlities increa
ed in proportion as they ,vcre for- 
bidden, detected, and exposed, - when we found 
that guilt stalked with an erect and npright front, 
and that legal authority semned to skulk and hide 
its head like outlawed guilt, - w'hen we found that 
some of those ,ery persons who were appointed by 
Parlian1ellt to assert the authority of the laws of 
this kingdom were the n10st forward, the most bold, 
and the n10st active in the conspiracy for their de- 
struction, - then it ,vas time for the justice of the 
nation to recollcct itself. To haye forborne longer 
would not have been patience, but collusion; it 
would have been participation with guilt; it would 
have been to make ourselves accon1plices with the 
crÏ1ninal. 
'''" e found it was impossible to evade painful duty 
without betraying a sacred trust. lIaying, therefore, 
resolvcd upon the last and only resource, a pcnal 
prosecution, it w'as our next business to act in a Inan', 
ner 1vorthy of our long deliberation. In all points 
we proceeded with selcction. 'Ve have chosen (we 
trust it 'will so appear to your Lordships) such a 
crin1e, and such a crilninal, and such a body of evi- 
dence, and such a n10de of process, as would have 
recon1n1ended this course of justice to posterity, èven 
if it had not been supported by any oxall1ple in the 
practice of our forefathers. 
First, to speak of the process: we arc to inform 
your Lordships, that, besides that long previous de- 
liberation of fourteen years, ,ve exanlined, as a pro- 
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liIninary to this proceeding, every circumstance which 
could prove favorable to parties apparently delin- 
qu
nt, before ,ve finally resolved to prosecute. There 
,vas no precedent to be found in the Journals, favor- 
able to persons ill 
Ir. IIastings's circulnstallces, that 
was not applied to. 
IallY Ineasures utterly unknown 
to forn1er Parliamentary proceedings, and which, in- 
deed, seemed in 601ne degree to enfeeble then1, but 
which were all to the advantage of those that ,vore to 
be prosecuted, were adopted, for the first tilne, upon 
this occasion. In an early stage of the proceeding, 
the criminal desired to be heard. He was heard; 
. and he produced before the bar of the House that in- 
solent and unbecoming paper which lies upon our 
table. It ,vas deliberately given in by his own hand, 
and signed ,vith his own name. The OOl1nnons, how- 
ever, passed by everything offensive in that paper 
with a Inagnanimity that becalne them. They COll- 
sidered nothing in it but the facts that the defendant 
alleged, and the principles he ma.intained; and after 
a deliberation not short of judicial, we proceeded 
with confidence to your bar. 
So far a
 to the process; which, though I men- 
tioned last in the line and order in which I stated 
the objects of our selection, I thought it best to dis- 
patch first. 
As to the crime which we chose, we first considered 
well what it was in its nature, under all the circun1- 
stances which attended it. We ,veighed it with all 
its extenuations and with all its aggravations. On 
that review, we are warranted to assert that the 
crÎlnes with which we charge the prisoner at the bar 
are substantial crin1es, - that they are no errors or 
mistakes, such as wise and good men might possibly 
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fall into, which may even produce very pernicious 
effects without being in fact great offences. The 
Cornnlolls are too liberal not to allow for the difficul- 
ties of a great and arduous public situation. They 
know too well the domineering necessities ,vhich fre- 
quently occur in all great affairs. Ther know the exi- 
gency of a pressing occa
ion, which, in its precipitate 
c.areer, bears everything down before it, - which does 
not give tÏlne to the mind to recollect its faculties, 
to reinforce its reason, and to have recourse to fixed 
principle
, but, by cOlnpelling an instant and tlllnult- 
nOllS decision, too often obliges nlen to decide in a 
nlanner that calm judgn1ent would certainly have re- · 
jected. We know, as v;e are to be ser\yed by nlen, 
that the persons who serve us must be tried as luen, 
and with a yery large allow'ance indeeù to hUluall in- 
finnity and lnullan error. This, 111Y Lords, 've knew 
and we weighed before we came before you. But 
the crilnes which we charge in these articles are 
Bot lapses, defects, errors of comnlon human frailty, 
which, as we know and feel, we can allow' for. We 
charge this offendcr with no crinles that haye not 
ariscn frol11 passions which it is criluinal to harbor,- 
with no offences that have not their root in avarice, 
rapacity, pride, insolence, ferocity, treachery, cruelty, 
lllalignity of tel11per, - in short, in [with?] nothing 
that does not argue a total extinction of all moral prin- 
ciple, that does not lnanifest an illvetërate blackness 
f)f heart, dyed in grain with l11alice, yitiated, corrupt- 
cd
 gangrened to the very core. If we do not plant 
his crÏInes in those vices which the breast of man is 
lllade to abhor, and the spirit of all laws, human 
and divine, to in terdict, we desire no longer to be 
heard upon this occasion. Let everything that can be 
VOL. IX. 22 
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pleaded on the ground of surpri8e or error, upon 
those grounds be pleaded with success: ,YO give np 
the whole of those predicainents. ,Yo nrge 110 crinles 
that were not crÏInes of forethought. We charge hiIn 
,vith nothing that he did not conuuit upon delibera- 
tion, - that he did not comulit against advice, suppli- 
cation, and remonstrance, - that he did not COll1lnit 
against the direct cOlunlalld of lawful authority,- 
that he did not comn1Ït after reproof and reprinland, 
the reproof and repril11and of those who ,yere author- 
izod by the laws to reprove and reprinland hhn. 'rhe 
crimes of 
lr. I-Iastillgs are crinles not only iiI thenl- 
selves, but aggrayated by being crinles of contumacy. 
They were crinles, not against fOrIns, but against 
those eternalla,vs of justice which are our rule and 
our birthright. His offences are, not in formal, tech- 
nicallanguage, but in reality, in substance and effect, 
h1gh crimes and high misdemeanors. 
So far as to the crimes. As to the criminal, ,ve 
have chosen hhn on the same principle on ,vhich ,ve 
selected the crinles. We have not chosen to bring 
before you a poor, puny, trelnb1ing delinquent, luis- 
led, perhaps, by those who ought to have taught hi In 
better, but who have afterwards oppressed hÜn by 
their po,yer, as they had first corrupted hÏ1n by their 
exanlple. Instances there have been Inany, ,vherein 
the punislllnent of minor offcnces, in inferior persons, 
has been made the means of screening crirnes of an 
high order, and in mon of high description. Onr 
course is different. We have not brought before you 
an obscure offender, who, ,vhen his insignificance and 
weakness are weighed against the power of the prose- 
cution, gives even to public justice something of the 
appearance of oppression: no, my Lords, we have 
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brought before you the first man of India, in rank, 
authority, and station, "T e have brought before you 
the chief of the tribe, the head of the ,,
hole body 
of Eastern offenders, a captain-general of iniquity, 
under whon1 all the fraud, all the peculation, all the 
tyranny in India arc elnbodied, disciplined, arrayed, 
and paid. This is the person, my Lords, that ,ve 
bring before you. \\1' e haye brought before you such 
a person, that, if you strike at hÍ1n with the firlll 
and decided arm of justice, you ,vill not have need 
of a great 111any more exanlples. You strike at the 
,vhole corps, if you strike at the head. 
So far as to the crime: so far as to the criminal. 
N' ow, nlY Lords, I shall say a few words relative to 
the eyidellce which we have brought to support such 
a charge, and which ought to be equal in weight to 
the charge itself. It is chiefly evidence of record, 
officially signed by the criminal himself in many 
instances. \\T e have brought before you his own 
letters, authenticated by his own hand. On these we 
chiefly rely. But we shall likewise bring before you 
living ,vitnesses, con1petent to speak to the points to 
which they are brought. 
When you consider the late enorlnous power of the 
prisoner, - when you consider his criminal, indefat- 
igable assiduity in the destruction of all recorded 
evidence, - when you consider the influence he has 
over ahnost all living testÎ1uony, - when you consider 
the distance of the scene of action, - I believe your 
Lordships, and I believe the world, will be astonished 
that so much, so clear, so solid; and so conclusive 
evidence of all kinds has been obtained against him. 
I have no doubt that in nine instances in ten the 
evidence is such as would satisfy the narrow precision 
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supposed to prevail, and to a degree rightly to prevail, 
in all suhordinate power and delegated jurisdiction. 
But your Lordf'hips will maintain, ,,,hat we assert and 
claim as the right of the subjects of Great Britain, 
that you are not bound by any rules of evidence, or 
any other rules ,vhateyer, except those of natural, 
immutable, and substantial justice. 
God forbid the Con1molls should desire that anything 
should be received as proof froln them which is not 
by nature adapted to proye the thing in question! 
If they should make such a request, they would aiIn 
at overtu
'lling the very principles of that justice to 
which they resort; they would give the nation an 
evil example that would rebound back on then1selves, 
and bring destruction upon their own heads, and on 
those of all their posterity. 
On the other hand, I haye too n111ch confidence in 
the learning with which you will be advised, and the 
liberality and nobleness of the sentin1ents with ","hich 
you are born, to suspect that you would, by any ahuse 
of the forn1s, and a technical course of proceeding, 
deny justice to so great a part of the world that 
claims it at your hands. Your Lordships always had 
an alnple power, and ahnost ulllhnited jurisdiction; 
you have now a boundless object. It is not froln this 
district or frol11 that parish, not from this city or the 
other proyince, that relief is no\v applied for: exiled 
and undone princes, extensive tribes, suffering nations, 
lufinite descriptions of 111en, different in language, in 
manners, and in rites, men separated by every barrier 
of Nature frOln you, by the Providence of God are 
blended in one common cause, and are now become 
suppliants at your bar. For the honor of this nation, 
in vindication of this Inysterious Providence, let it be 
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Known that 110 rule forll1ed upon municipal maxims 
(if any such rule exists) will prevent the course of 
that Î1nperial justice which you owe to the people that 
call to you froln all parts of a great disjointed world. 
For, situated as this kingdom is, an object, thank 
God, of envy to the rest of the nations, its conduct in 
that high and elevated situation will undoubtedly be 
scrutinized with a severity as great as its power is 
invidious. 
It is well known that CnOrl110US wealth has poured 
into this country frolti India through a thousand 
channels, public and concealed; and it is no particular 
derogation froln our honor to suplJose a possibility of 
being corrupted by that by which other elnpires have 
been corrupted, and assemblies ahl10st as respectable 
and venerable as your Lord
hips' have been directly 
or indirectly yitiated. Forty millions of 1110ney, at 
least, have within our Inell10ry been brought 
rom 
India into England. In this case the nlo
t sacred 
judicature ought to look to its reputation. \\"'ithout 
offence ,ve 111ay venture to suggest that the best way 
to secure reputation is, not by a proud defiance of 
puhlic opinion, but by guiding our actions in such a 
11lanner as that public opinion Inay in the end be 
securely defied, by haying been preyiously respected 
and dreaded. K 0 direct false judgll1ent is appre- 
hended fronl the tribunals of this country; but it is 
feared that partiality nlay lurk and nc.sHe in the abuse 
of our fonns of proceeding. It is necessary, therefore, 
that nothing in that proceeding should appear to nlark 
the slightest trace, should betray the faintest odor of 
chicane. God forbid, that, ,,,,hen you try the 1110St 
serious of all causes, that, when you try the cause 
of Åsia in the presence of Europe, there should be 
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the least suspicion that a narrow partiality, utterly de- 
structive of justice, should so guide us that a British 
subject in po,ver should appear in substance to possess 
rights \vhich are donied to the lnunble allies, to the 
attached dependants of this kingdon1, ,vho by thcir 
distance have a double dÛlnand upon your protection, 
and who, by an Ìll1plicit (I hope not a ,vcak and use- 
less) trust in you, have stripped thcn1selyes of every 
other resource under heaven! 
I do not say this froln any fear, doubt, or hesitation 
concerning what your Lordships will finally do,- 
none in the ,vorld; but I cannot shut n1Y ears to the 
run10rs which you all know to be disselninated abroad. 
The abusers of po,ver may haye a chance to cover 
therl1f'clyes by those fences and intrenclllnents which 
were Inade to secure the liberties of the people against 
men of that very description. But God forbid it 
, sho,!ld be bruited froln Pekin to Paris, that the laws 
of England are for the rich and the po,verful, but to 
the poor, the Iniserable, and defenceless they afford 
no resource at all! God forbid it should Le said, no 
nation is equal to the English in substantial violence 
and in for7nal justice, - that in this kingdom ,ve feel 
ourselyes cOlnpetent to confer the 1110St extravagant 
and inordinate po\vers upon public lninisters, but that 
we are deficient, poor, helpless, lan1e, and in1potcnt 
in the n1eans of calling thel11 to account for their use 
of them! A,n opinion has becn insidiously circulated 
through this kingdom, and through foreign nations 
too, that, in order to cover our participation in guilt, 
and our con1mon interest in the plunder of the East, 
we have invented a set of scholastic distinctions, ab- 
horrent to the comn10n sense and unpropitious to the 
COlnmon necessities of n1ankind, by which ,vc arc to 
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deny ourselves the knowledge of what the rest of 
the ,,'orId knows, and what so great a part of the 
w.orld both knows and feels. I do not deprecate any 
appcarance 'which n1ay give countenance to this as- 
persion fron1 suspicion that any corrupt lllotive can 
influence this court; I deprecate it frolll knowing 
that hitherto we have llloved within the narro\v cir- 
cle of municipal justice. I anl afraid, that, fro1l1 the 
habits acquired by Inoving \vithin a circuillscribed 
sphere, we nlay be induced rather to cndeavor at 
forcing Sature into that nluuicipal circle than to en- 
large the circle of national justice to the necessities 
of the cn1pire we have obtained. 
This is the only thing \vhich does create any doubt 
or difficulty' in the lninds of sober people. But there 
are those ,yho will not judge so equitably. 'Yhere 
two 1110tives, neither of them perfectly justifiaLle, 
may be assigned, the worst has the chance of being 
preferred. If, fron1 any appearance of chicane in the 
court, justice should fail, all mell will say, better there 
were no tribunals at all. In IllY hurnLle opinion, it 
,,,"ould be better a thousand tirues to give all co 111- 
plainants the short answer the Dey of .Algiers gave 
a British arnbassador, representing certain grieyances 
suffered by the British nlerchants, - "
Iy friénd," 
(as the story is related by Dr. Sha'w,) 
. do not you 
know that my subjects are a band of robbers, and that 
I aln their captain? " - better it would be a thousand 
tinIes, and a thousand thou
alld times more manly, 
than an hypocritical process, which, under a pretcnded 
reverence to punctilious cerel110nies and observances 
of la,v, abandons mankind without help and resource 
to all the desolating consequences of arbitrary power. 
The conduct and event of this cause will put an end 
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to such doubts, "Therever they may be entertained. 
Your Lordships \vill exercise the great plenary powers 
'with which you are invested in a 1l1anner that ,viII 
do honor to the protecting justice of this killgdoln, 
that will c0111pletely avenge the great people who are 
suhjected to it. You will not suffer your proceedillg
 
to be 
quared by any rules but by their necessities, 
and by that law of a comInon nature which cen1ents 
then1 to us and us to then1. The rep9rts to the con- 
trary have been spread abroad \vith unCOl1Ul1on indus- 
try; but they will be speedily refuted by the lnunallity, 
shnplicity, dignity, and nobleness of your Lordships' 
justice. 


Having said all that I am instructed to say concern- 
ing the process \vhich the Ilouse of COln1110nS has 
used, concerning the Crill1eS which they have chosen, 
concerning the crin1Ìnal upon whon1 they attach the 
crimes, and concerning the evidence \vhich they Incall 
to prod nee, I 31n no\v to proceed to open that part of 
the business which fans to 111Y share. It is rather an 
explanation of the CirCUll1stances than an enforcement 
of the criIlles. 
Your Lordships of course will be apprised that this 
cause is not what occurs every day, in the ordinary 
round of n1unicipal affairs, - that it has a relation to 
Inauy things, that it touches In any points in Inany 
places, which are wholly rell10ved from the ordinary 
beaten orbit of our English affairs. In other affairs, 
every allusion iInlnediately meets its point of refer- 
ence; nothing can he started that does not Ílllmediate- 
ly awaken YOUl' attention to son1ething in your o,vn 
laws and usages which yon 111eet with every day in 
the ordinary transactions of life. But here you are 


, 
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cauO'ht , as it were, into another ,vorId; you are to 
b . 
have the way pioneered before you. .A.s the subjcct 
is new, it IllUSt be explained; as it is intricate as well 
as new, that explanation can be only con1paratively 
short: and therefore, knowing your Lordships to be 
possessed, along with all other judicial virtues, of the 
first and foundation of thell1 all, judicial patience, I 
hope that you 'will not grudge a few hours to the ex- 
planation of that which has cost the COllln10ns four- 
teen years' assiduous application to acquire, - that 
your Lordships will not disdain to grant a few hours 
to what has cost the people of India upwards of thirty 
years of their innate, inveterate, hereditary patience 
to endure. 


)Iy Lords, the powers which )11'. Hastings is charged 
with haying abused are the powers delegated to hilu 
by the East India Company. The East India COlll- 
pallY itself acts under two very dissÏ1llilar sorts of 
powers, derived from two sources very reillote froln 
each other. The first source of its power is under 
charters which the crown of Great Britain was au- 
thorized by act of Parliament to grant; the other is 
from scveral charters derived fro111 the Ell1perOr of 
the )lognls, the person in whose dominions they were 
chiefly cOllversant, - particularly that great charter 
by which, in the year 1765, they acquired the high- 
stewardship of the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Ori
sa. Under those two bodies of charters, the East 
India COlnpany, and all their servants, are authorized 
to act. 
.As to those of the first description, it is from the 
British charters that they deriye the capacity by which 
they are considered as a puulic body, or at all capa.- 
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ble of any puhlic function. It is froln thence they 
acquire the capacity to' take froIn any pow'cr whatso- 
ever any other charter, to acquire any other offices, 
or to hold any other posscssions. This, being the 
root and origin of thcir power, renùers theln respon- 
sible to the party fronl whonl all their in1n1ediate 
and consequentIal powers are derÏ\yed. As they have 
elnanated fi'om the supreme power of this kingdoln, 
the whole Lody and the ,vhole train. of their servants, 
the corporate body as a corporate body, individuals 
as individuals, are rcsponsible to the high justice of 
this kingdonl. In delegating great power to the East 
India C0111pany, this kingdoln has not released its 

overeignty ; on the contrary, the responsibility of the 
ConI pany is increa
ed by the greatness and sacred- 
ness of the powers that have Leen intrusted to it. 
A.ttelHpts ha'.e been Inade abroad to circulate a no- 
tion that the acts of the East India Company and 
their servants are not c<?gnizable here. I hope on 
this occasion your Lordships ,vill sho,v that this na- 
tion neyer did give a powcr "Tithout annexing to it a 
proportionable degree of responsibility. 
..A..s to their other powers, the COlnpany derives 
then1 frolH the ltfogul on1pire by various charters 
frolH that crown, and froln the great magistrates of 
that crown, and particularly by the ltfogul charter of 
17G3, by which they obtained the dewanny, that is, the 
office of lord high-steward, of the kingdolns of Ben- 
gal, Dahar, and Ori::;sa. By that charter they bound 
thell1sel ves (and bound inclusively all their servants) 
to perfonn all the duties belonging to that new office, 
and to be held by all the ties belonging to that Ilew 
relation. If the ltlogul elupire had existed in its vig- 
or, they would have been bound, under that respon- 
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sibility, to observe the la,vs, rights, usages, and cus- 
toms of the natives, and to pursue their benefit in all 
things: for this duty was inherent in the nature, in- 
stitution, and purpose of the office ,vhich they re- 
ceived. If the po".er of the sovereign fronl \\.hOll1 
they derived these po,vers should by any revolution 
ill Inunan affairs be annihilated or su
pended, their 
duty to the people belol\T thein, which ,vas created 
under the )Iogul charter, is not annihilated, is not 
even suspended; and for their responsibility in the 
perfonnance of that duty, they are thrown back up 
on that country (thank God, not annihilated) froll1 
whence their original power, and all subsequent de- 
rivative powers, have flowed. "Then the Con1pany 
acquired that high office in India, an Engli
h corpo- 
ration becan1e an integral part of the :Jlogul en1pire. 
'Yhen Great Britain virtually assented to that grant 
of office, and afterwards took advantage of it, Great 
Britain guarantied .the perforIllance of all its duties. 
Great Britain entered into a virtual act of union with 
that country, by ,yhich ,,,,e bound ourselves as secu- 
rities to preser,.e the people in all the right
, laws, 
and liberties 'which their natural, original so\ereign 
,\ as bound to support, if he had been in cQndition to 
support theln. By the disposition of events, the two 
duties, flowing froln two different sources, are now 
united in one. The people of India, therefore, C0111e 
in the BaIne of the COm1110nS of Great Britain, but in 
their own right, to the bar of this House, before the 
suprelne royal justice of this kingdom, from whence 
originally all the po,vers under 'which they have 
suffered "ere derived. 
It Illay be a little necessary, ,vhen we are stating 
the powers the Company have derived froln their 



348 Il\IPEACHl\IENT OF WARREN HASTINGS. 


charter, and ,vhich we state ltlr. IIastings to have 
abused, to state in as short and as comprehensive 
words as I can (for the n1atter is large indeed) \vhat 
the constitution of that Conlpany is,-l nlean chiefly, 
\vhat it is in reference to its Indian service, the great 
theatre of the abuse. Your Lord
hips will naturally 
conceive that it is not to infornl you, but to revive 
circuillstances in your Inel11or}", that I enter into this 
detail. 
You will therefore recollect, that the East India 
COll1pany had its origin about the latter end of the 
reign of Elizabeth, a period of projects, when all sorts 
of cOl1unercial adventures, cOlllpanies, and l11onopo- 
lies were in fashion. At that time the Company was 
constituted \vith extensive powers for increasing the 
COllllnerce and the honor of this country; because in- 
creasing its conUl1erce, without increasing its honor 
and reputation, ,vonld have been thought at that tilne, 
and will be thought now', a bad bargain for the coun- 
try. The powers of the C01l1pany were, under that 
charter, nlerely cOlnlnercial. By degrees, as the the- 
atre of operation was distant, as its intercourse \vas 
with 11lallY great, SOlne barbarous, and all of thel11 
arlned nation:;, nations in which not only the sover- 
eign, but the subjects, \vore arlued, it ,vas found neces- 
sary to cnlarge their po\vers. rrhe first po\ver they 
obtained was a po,ver of naval discipline in their 
ships, - a po\ver \vhich has been since dropped; the 
next was a power of law luartial ; the next was a PO\v- 
or of civil, and, to a degree, of crilninal jurisdiction, 
within their own factories, upon their own people and 
their own servants; the next was (and here was a 
stride indeed) the po\ver of peace and war. Those 
high and ahnost incolunlunicable prerogatives of sov- 
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ereignty, which were hardly ever known before to 
be parted 'with to any subjects, and which in several 
states were not ,vholly intrusted to the prince or head 
of the con1n101Hvealth hil11self, were given to the East 
India Con1pany. That Con1pany acquired these po,v- 
ers about the end of the reign of Charles the Second; 
and they ,vere afterwards l110re fully, as well as more 
legally, given by Parliau1ent after the Reyolution. 
Fron1 this time, the East India Company was no 
longer n1erely a 111ercantile con1pany, fOrlned for the 
extension of the British COlnmerce: it more nearly 
resel11bled a delegation of the whole power and sov- 
ereignty of this kingdo111 sent into the East. From 
that time the Con1pany ought to be considered as a 
subordinate sovereign power: that is, sovereign ,vith 
regard to the objects which it touched; subordinate 
with regard to the power from whence its great trust 
was derived. 
1:!nder these successive arrangements things took a 
course very different from their usual order. A new 
disposition took place, not dreamt of in the theories 
of speculative politicians, and of w'hich fe,v examples 
in the least resembling it have been seen in the mod- 
ern world, none at all in the ancient. In other in- 
stances, a political body that acts as a commoll"w.ealth 
was first settled, and trade followed as a consequence 
of the protection obtained. by political power; but here 
the course of affairs ,vas reversed. The constitution 
of the Con1pany began in comn1erce and ended in 
en1pire. Indeed, wherever the sovereign powers of 
peace and ,val' are given, there wants but time and 
circUlnstance to make these powers supersede every 
other. The affairs of commerce win fall at last in to 
their proper rank and situation. However primary in 
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their original intention, they will hecoine secondary. 
The posse5sion, therefore, and the po,ver of assertion 
of these great authorities coinciding \vith 'the inl- 
proyed state of Europe, ,vith the Ï1nprovcd state of 
arts in Europe, \vith the iIl1proved state of laws, and, 
what is Il1uch more n1aterial, the ill1proved state of 
Iuilital'Y di
cipline, 1110re and Inore perfected every 
day with us, - universal ÏlnprOyelnent in Europe coin- 
ciding with the general decay of ...\..sia, (for the proud 
day of ,A,sia is passed,) this Ïlnprovclnent coinciding 
with the rclaxation and dissolution of the 
Iogul gov- 
CrIllncnt, with the decline of its \\Tar1ike spirit, \vith 
the total disuse of the ancicnt strictness of the n1Ïli- 
tary discipline cstablished by Tanlerlane, the India 
CUlnpany can1e to be \vhat it is, a great en1pire, car- 
ryillg on, subordinately, a great COllunerce ; it becan1e 
that thing ,vhich was supposed by the ROlnan law 
irrecollcilaLIe to reason and propriety, - eundem nc- 
gotiatorern et dominunt: the san1e power becalne the 
genqral trader, the saIne power becan1e the supren1e 
.lord. 
In this exalted situation, the India Company, how- 
ever, still preserves traces of its original lnercantile 
character. The whole exterior order of its political 
service is carried on upon a Inercautilc plan and 
Inercantile principles. III fact, the East India COln- 
pany in A,sia is a state in the disguise of a Inerchant. 
Its whole service is a systeln of public offices in the 
di.
guise of a counting-house. Accordingly, the ,vhole 
external order and series of the service, as I ob- 
served, is commercial; the principal, the Ïlnvard, the 
real; is ahnost entirely political. 
This systeu1 of the COlllpany's service, its order 
and discipline, is necessary to be eXplained to your 
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Lordship
, that you lllay see in what Inanller the 
abuses have affected it. In the first place, all the 
persons who go abroad in the COlnpany's civil 
er- 
vice enter as clerks in the counting-house, and are 
called by a nanle to correspond to it, - U'riters. In 
that conditioll they are obliged to serve fixe years. 
The second step is that of a factor, in which they 
are obliged to serve three years. The third step 
they take is that of a Junior 'Jnerchant, in ".hich they 
arc obliged to serve three years more. 
\.t that pe- 
riod they heconle Renior rJlerCllll1zts, w'hich is the high- 
est stage of advance in the COlnpany's sel
yice, - a 
rank by 'which they had pretension
, before the 
year 1774, to the Council, to the succesf'ion of the 
Presidency, and to whatever other honors the Com- 
pany has to bestow. 
The Conlpany had, in its early time
, estahlished 
factories in certain places; which factories by de- 
grees grew to the nanle of Presidencies and Coun- 
cil, in proportion as the power and influence of the 
Conlpany increased, and a
 the political began first 
to struggle with, and at length to predonlinate over, 
the mercantile. In this fornl it continued till the 
year 1773, when the legislature broke in, for proper 
reasons urging them to it, upon that order of the 
service, and appointed to the superior department 
persons who had no title to that place under. the 
ordinary usage of the service. 
Ir. Hastings and 

Ir. Barwell, whatever other titles they nlight have 
had, held solely under the act of Parlialnent nom- 
inating them to that authority; but in all other. 
respects, except where the act and other subsequent 
acts have not broken in upon it, the whole course 
of the service remains upon the ancient footing, 
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that is, the conlmercial footing, as to the gradation 
and order of service. 
Your Lordships see here a regular series of gra- 
dation, "rhich requires eleven years before any per- 
sons can arrive at the highest trusts and situations. 
You ,vill th,orefore be astonished, when so long a 
probationary ser,-ice was required, that effects very 
different fronl those to be expected frOln long proba- 
tion have happened, and that in a much shorter tinle 
than those eleven years you have seen persons re- 
turning into this kingdonl ,vith affluent, ,vith over- 
bearing fortunes. It 'v ill be a great part of your 
inquiry, when ,ve COlne before your Lordships to 
substantiate evidence against 
Ir. Hastings, to dis- 
cover ho,v that order canle to be so conlpletely 
broken do,vn and erased that scarce a trace of it 
for any good purpose l'enlains. Though I will 110t 
deny that that order, or that any order in a state, 
Inay be superseded by the ruling power, ,vhen great 
talon ts, U pOll pressing exigencies, are to be called 
forth, yet I D1Ust say the order itself was formed 
upon ,vise principle
. It furnished the persons who 
,vere put in that course of probation with an oppor- 
tunity (if circulnshlnces enabled them) of acquiring 
experience in business of revenue, trade, and policy. 
It gave to those who watched theln a constant in- 
spection of their conduct through all their progress. 
On the expectants of office it imposed the necessity 
of acquiring a character in proportion to their stand- 
ing, in order that all ,vhich they had gained by the 
good behavior of years should not be lost by the 
Inisconduct of an hour. It was a great substantial 
regulation. But scarce a trace of the true spirit of 
it remains to be discovered in 1tfr. Hastings
s go v- 
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ernmen t; for )lr. flastillgs established offices, nay, 
\vhole systelns of offices, and especially a system of 
offices in 1781, which being altogether new, none 
of the rules of grüdation applied to thenI; and he 
filled those offices in such a manner as suited best, 
not the constitution nor the spirit of the service, 
but his OW11 particular yiews and purposes. The 
consequence has been, that persons in the n10st inl- 
Inature stages of life haye beeu appointed to con- 
duct affairs which required the greatest Inaturity 
of judgnlent, the greatest possible tenlper and Inod- 
eration. Effects naturally consequent have followed 
upon it, - I shall not trouble your Lordships ,vith 
any further obser\-ations on this systenl of grada- 
tion. 
I DIuSt, howeyer, remark, before I go further, that 
there is sOluething in the representation of the East 
India COlnpany in their Oriental territory different 
froln that, perhaps, of any other nation that has ever 
transported any part of its power frolll one country 
to another. The East India Company in India is 
not properly a branch of the British nation: it is 
only a deputation of individuals.' "\\?hen the Tar- 
tars entered into China, ,,-hen the .Arabs and Tar- 
tars successively entered into Hindostan, when the 
Gotlis and Vandab penetrated into Europe, when 
the Xorlnans forced their way into England, indeed, 
in all conquests, migrations, settleinents, and colo- 
nizations, the new people caIne as the off
et of a 
nation. The 'Colnpany in India does not exist as 
a national colony. In effect and substance nobody 
can go thither that does not go in its ser\-ice. The 
English in India are nothing but a sen1Ïnary for the 
succession of officers. They are a nation of place-- 
VOL. IX. 23 
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men; they are a cOlllmonwealth without a people; 
they are a state made up wholly of nlagistrates. 
There is nothing to be in propriety called people, to 
watch, to inspect, to balance against the power of 
office. The po\ver of office, so far as the English na- 
tion is con
erncd, is the sole po\ver ill the country: 
the conseqn0nce of which is, that, being a kingdom 
of magistrates, what is conlmonly called the esprit du 
corps is strong in it. This spirit of the body pre- 
dominates equally in all its parts; by which the 
melnbers Illllst consider thenlselves as having a com- 
mon interest, and that conUllon interest separated 
both fronl that of the country which sent thein out 
and from that of the country in which they act. No 
control upon the111 exists, - none, I lnean, in persons 
who understand their langnage, who understand their 
manners, or can apply their conduct to the laws. 
Therefore, in a body so constituted, confederacy is 
easy, and has been general. Your Lordships are not 
to expect that that should happen in such a body 
which never happened in any body or corporation, 
- that is, that they should, in any instance, be a 
proper check and control upon thelnselves. It is not 
in the nature of things. The fUlldanlental principle 
of the whole of the East India COlllpany's system 
is monopoly, in sonle sense or other. The same 
principle predoininates in the service abroad and 
the service at home; and both systenls are united 
.into one, anÏ1nated with the saIne spirit, that is, 
with the corporate spirit. The \vhole, taken to- 
gether, is such as has not been seen in the exam- 
ples of the }'Ioors, the Portuguese, the Spaniards, the 
ROlnans, - in no old, in no recent exalnples. The 
Dutch may reseluble it, hut they have not an eIn- 
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pire properly so denol11inated. By means of this 
peculiar circlunstance it has not been difficult for 
1tlr. Hastings to enlbody abuse, and to put hil11self 
at the head of a regular syste111 of corruption. 
Another circlllnstance in that senTice is deser" ing 
of notice. Except in the highest parts of all, the 
en10hnnents of office do not in any degree correspond 
with the trust, nor the nature of the office ,vith its 
nan1e. In other official systems, the style, in general, 
is above the function; here it is the reverse. Under 
the narne of junior n1erchallt, senior merchant, writer, 
and other petty appellations of the counting-house, 
YOll have 111agistratcs of high dignity, you have ad- 
Ininistrators of revenues truly royal, you have judges, 
civil, and in son1e respects crin1inal, who passjudgn1ent 
upon the greatest properties of a great country. The 
legal public cn10ltunellts that belong to then1 are very 
often SQ inadequate to the real dignity of the char- 
acter, that it is iinposssible, ahnost absolutely Ï1npos- 
sible, for the subordinate parts of it, which, though 
subordinate, are stations of power, to exist, as Eng- 
lisillnen, who look at a fortune to be enjoyed at 
hon1e as their ultÜ11ate object, and to exist in a state 
of perfect incorruption in that service. 
In SOI11e parts of Europe, it is true that the greatest 
situations are often attended 'with but little el1101u- 
ment; yet still they are filled. Why? Because rep- 
ù.tation, glory, falne, the esteeln, the love, the tears 
of joy 'which flow fron1 happy sensibility, the honest 
applauses of a grateful country, s0l11etil11cs pay the 
cares, anxieties, and toils which 'wait on great situa- 
tions in the cOlnn10nwealth; and in these the.y pay 
in money what cannot be paid in falne and reputation. 
It is the reverse in the service of the India Company. 
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Glory is not the lot of subordinated merit, - and all 
the subordinate parts of the gradation are officers 
who, in eon1parison with the offices and duties intrust- 
ed to then1, are n1Ïserably provided for; whereas the 
chief of each great Presidency has einohullellts seeur. 
ing him against every mode of telnptation. But if 
this has not secured the head, we n1ay easily judge 
bo,v the Inembers are to be coerced. 1\11'. IIastings, 
at the head of the service, with high legal en10hullcnts, 
has fouled bis hauds and sullied his government with 
bribes. He has substituted oppression and tyranny 
in the place of legal government. With all that un- 
bounded, licentious power which he has assun1cd over 
the public revenues, instead of endeavoring to find a 
series of gradual, progressive, honorable, and ade- 
quate rewards for the persons who serve the public in 
the subordinate, but powerful situations, he has left 
theln to prey upon the people without the sn1allest 
degree of control. In default of honest en10Íument, 
there is the unbounded license of power; and, as 
one of the hOliestest and ablest seryants of the Com- 
pany said to n1e in conversation, the civil service of 
the Company resel11bled the lllilitary service of the 
l\Iahrattas, -little pay, but unbounded license to 
plunder. I do not say that SOlne of the salaries given 
in India would not sound well here; but ,vhen you 
consider the nature of the trusts, the dignity of the 
situation, ,vhatever the nan1e of them n1ay be, the 
powers that are granted, the hopes that every lnan 
has of establishing himself at hOlne, I repeat, it is a 
source of infinite grievance, of infinite abuse: of \vhich 
source of corrupt power ,ve charge 1\11'. Hastings 'with 
having availed hilnself, in filling up the void of direct 
pay by finding out and countenancing every kind of 
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oblique and unjust elTIohunellt; though. it n1ust be 
confessed that he is far froLn being solely guilty of 
this offence. 
Another circumstance which di
tinguishes the East 
India C0111pallY is the youth of the persons who are 
en1ployed in the systen1 of that service. The servants 
have ahnost universally been sent out to begin their 
progress and career in active occupation, and in the 
exercise of high authority, at that period of life 'which, 
in all other places, has been eLnployed in the course 
of a rigid education. To put the matter in a few 
words, - they are transferred fron1 slippery youth to 
perilous independence, fron1 perilous independence to 
inordinate expectations, froln inordinate expectations 
to boundless po\ver. School-boys without tutors, mi- 
nors without guardians, the ,vorld is let loose upon 
theln with all its" temptations, and they are let loose 
upon the world with all the powers that despotism 
involves. 
It is further remarkable, these servants exercise 
what your Lordships are now exercising, high judicial 
po,vers, and they exercise the111 without the slnallest 
study of any la,v, either general or Inunicipal. It is 
n1alle a sort of rule in the service, a rule confirn1ed 
even by the attell1pts that were luade to correct it, (I 
mean confinned by Sir Elijah Ill1pey, when, under the 
auspices of 1\11'. Hastings, he undertook to Le legislator 
for India,) that the judicial character, the last in the 
order of legal progress, that to which all professional 
men look up as the crown of their labors, that ulti- 
111ate hope of n1en grown gray in professional practice, 
is aLuong the first experilueu tal situations of a Com- 
pany's servant. It is expressly said in that body of 
regulations to which I allude, that the office and sit- 
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nation of a judge of the De\vanny Courts of Ada,vlut 
is to be filled by the Junior servants of the C01l1pany; 
and as the judicial en101un1ellt is not substantially 
equal to that of other situations, the office of a judge 
is to be taken, as it \verc, in transitu, as a passage 
to other offices not of a judicial nature. As soon, 
therefore, as a young lnau has supplied the defects of 
his education by the adyantage of SOlne experience, 
he is inlll1ediately translated to a totally different of- 
fice; and another young 1nan is substituted, to learn, 
at the expense of the property of India, to fill a si t- 
uation which, \vhen he may be qualified to fill, he is 
no lon
er to hold. 
It is in a great 111easure the sa111e \vith regard to 
the other situations. They are the situations of great 
states1nen, ,vhich, according to the practice of the 
world, require, to fill properly, rather a large con- 
verse with 111en and much intercourse in life than 
deep study of books, - though that, too, has its e111i- 
nent service. 'Ye kno,v that in the habits of civilized 
life, in cultivated society, there is ilnbibed by 111en a 
good deal of the solid practice of goverilluent, of the 
true maxin1s of state, and everything that enables a 
luan to serve his country. But these 111en are sent 
over to exercise functions at \vhich a statesl11au here 
would tren1ble, 'without auy theoretical study, and 
without an}T of that sort of experience which, in n1Ïxed 
societies of business and converse, for111 men gradu- 
ally and insensibly to great affairs. Lo\v cunning, in- 
trigue, and stratagen1 are soon acquired; but Inanly, 
durable policy, \vhich never sacrifices the general in- 
terest to a partial or 1no1l1entary advantage, is not so 
cheaply fonned in the Inunan understanding. 

Ir. Hastings, in his defence before the IIouse of 
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COlnn10ns, and in the defences he has made before 
your lord
hips. has lanlented his own situation in 
this particular. It was l11uch to he lalnented, indeed. 
How far it will furnish justification, extenuation, or 
palliation of his conduct, when we conle to examine 
that conduct, will he seen. 
These circuIl1stances in the system have in a great 
degree vitiated and perverted what is in reality (and 
many things are in reality) excellent in it. They 
have rendered the application of all correctives and 
rell1edies to abuse, at best, precarious in their opera- 
tion. The law.s that we have 111ade, the covenants 
which the Con1pany has obliged its servants to enter 
into, the occa
ional orders that have been given, at 
least ostensibly good, all have pro,ed noxious to the 
country, instead of beneficial. 
To illustrate this point, I beg leave to observe to 
your Lordships, that the scr,ants of the Company are 
obliged to enter into that service not only with an 
Ï1l1pression of the general duty w.hich attaches upon 
all servants. but are obliged to engage in a specific 
covenant with their l11asters to perfornl all the duties 
described in that covenant (which are all the duties 
of their relation) under heavy penalties. They are 
bound to a repetition of these covenants at every step 
of their progress, froln writer to factor, from factor to 
junior l11erchant, and frolll junior merchant to senior 
nlerchant. They ought, according to the rule, to re- 
new these covenants at these tilnes by sOlllething (I 
speak without offence) which l11ay be said to resel11- 
ble confirlnation in the Church. They are obliged 
to renew their obligation in particular to receive no 
gifts, gratuities, or presents whatsoe\er. 
TIlls schenle of co\enants would have been wise 
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and proper, if it had belonged to a judicious order, 
and rational, consistent schelne of discipline. The 
orders of the COlllpany haye forbidden their ser\ ants 
to take 
ny extraneous emohunents. The act of Par- 
liaillent has fuhninated against them. Clear, positive 
laws, and clear, positiye .private engagements, have 
no exception of circunlstances in theIn, no difference 
quoad ma.fus et minns; but everyone who offends 
against the la\v is liable to the la\v. The conse- 
quence is this: he ,vho has deviated but an inch 
from thc straight line, he \vho has taken but one 
penny of unlawful C!nOhllnent, (and all have taken 
many pcnnies of unlawful emolulllent,) does not 
dare to cOlnplain of the most abandoncd extortion 
and cruel oppression in auy of his fellow-servants. 
He ,,"ho has taken a trifle, perhaps as the reward of 
a good action, is obliged to be silent, when he sees 
whole nations desolated around hiIn. The great 
crilninal at the head of the service has the la\vs in 
his hand; he is always able to prove the slnall of- 
fence, and crush the person who has cOlnnlitted it. 
This is one grand source of 1\11'. Hastings's power. 
After he had got the better of the Parlianlentary 

ommissioll, no cOlnplaint fronl any part of the ser- 
vice has a.ppeared against 1tlr. Hastings. He is bold 
enough to state it as one presunlption of his merit, 
that there has been no such conlplaint. No such 
cOlnplaillt, indced, can exist. The spirit of the corps 
would of itself almost forbid it, - to which spirit 
an informer is the lnost odious and detestable of all 
characters, and is hunted down, and has always been 
hunted down, as a COlnnlon enelny. But here is a 
new security. Who can complain, or dares to ac- 
cuse ? The whole service is irregular: nobody is 
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free frol11 slnall offences; and, as I have said, the 
great offender can always crush .the small one. 
If you exau1ine the correspondence of J1r. Hast- 
ing
, you would Ï1nagine, frol11 111any expressions very 
deliberately used by hiIn. that the Company's service 
was Inade out of the very filth and dregs of hun1an 
corruption; but if you exan1ine his conduct towards 
the corrn pt body he describes, you would in1agine he 
had Jived in the speculative 
chemes of visionary per- 
fection. He was fourteen years at the head of that 
service; and there is not an instance, no, not one 
single instance, in which he endeR\ored to detect cor- 
ruption, or that he ever, in anyone single instance, 
attelnpted to punish it; but the whole service, with 
that 'whole 111ass of enorlnity which he attributes to it, 
slept, as it were, at once under his terror and his pro- 
tection: under his protection, if they did not dare to 
1110ve against hÏ1n; under terror, froln his power to 
pluck out individuals and Inake a public example of 
thenl; whenever he thought fit. And therefore that 
service, under his guidance and influence, was, be- 
yond even ,vhat its own nature disposed it to, a ser- 
\ ice of confederacy, a service of connivance, a service 
cOlnposed of various systenls of guilt, of which )11'. 
Hastings was the head and the protector. But this 
general connivance he did not think sufficient to 
secure to hin1 the general support of the Indian in- 
terest. He went further. We shall prove to your 
Lordships, that, when the COl11pany were driven by 

hanle, not by inclination, to order several prosecu- 
tions against delinquents in th
ir service, )11'. Hast- 
ings, directly contrary to the duty of his office, di- 
rectly contrary to the express and positive law of 
the Court of Directors, which law Parlian1ent had 
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bound upon hin1 as his rule of action, not satisfied 
with his long tacit connh-ance, ventured, before he 
left his goVel'lllnent, and 
nnong his last acts, to pass 
a general act of pardon and indelnnity, and at once 
ordered the ,vhole body of the prosecutions directed 
by his l11asters, the COl11pany, to be discharged. 
Ilaying had fourteen years' lease of connivance to 
bestow, and giyiug at the end a general release of all 
suits and actions, he now pnts hÜ11self at the head of 
a vast body enriched Ly his bounties, connivances, and 
indeull1Ïties, and expects the support of those \Vh0111 
he had thus fully rewarded and discharged from the 
pursuit of the laws. Yon will find, in the course of 
this business, that, when charges have been brought 
against hÜn of any bribery, corruption, or other lllal- 
versation, his course has been to answer little or 
nothing to that specific bribery, corruption, or mal- 
versation: his 'way has been to call on the Court of 
Directors to inquire of eyery servant who COlnes to 
Europe, and to say ,vhether there \vas anyone 111all 
in it that ,vill give hiI11 an ill word. lie has put 
hinlself into a situation in ,vhich he 111ay always safe- 
ly call to his character, and will always find hÜ11self 
utterly incapable of justifying his conduct. 
So far I have trouoled your Lordships ,vith the 
,systel11 of confederacy and connivance, \vhich, under 
his auspices, was the vital principle of ahnost the 
whole service. There is one Inel11uer of the service 
which I have olnitted: out whether 1 ought to have 
put it first, or, as 1 do now, last, 1 ll1ust confess I 
an1 at SOlne loss; because, though it appears to bJ 
the lo,vest (if any regular) part of the service, it is 
by far the 11108t consideralJlc and the 1110st efficient, 
without a full consideration and explanation of which 
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hardly any part of the conduct of )11'. IIastings, and 
of many others that may be in his situation, can be 
fully understood. 
I have given your Lordships an account of writers, 
factors, 1nerchants, who exercise the office of judges, 
lord chancellors, chancellors of the exchequer, minis.. 
tel'S of state, and 1uallagers of great revenues. But 
there is another description of Iuen, of n10re impor- 
tance than then1 all, a description you have often 
heard of, but \vhich has not been sufficiently ex- 
plained: I 111ean the banian. "\Yhen the COl11pany's 
service ,vas no 1110re than 1nercantile, an
 the ser- 
vants ,vere generally unacquainted with the COU1!try, 
they used the intervention of certain factors alnong 
the natives, which were called banians: \ye called 
thcln so, because they \vere of the tribe or caste of the 
banians or 111erchallts, - the Indians being generally 
distributed into trades according to their tribes. The 
Halne still continues, \vhen the functions of the ban- 
ians are totally altered. The banian is known by 
other appellations. He is called dewan, or steward; 
and, indeed, this is a term \vith 1110re propriety ap- 
plied to hin1 in seyeral of his functions. He is, by 
his 11al11e of office, the steward of the household of the 
European gentlelnan: he has the 11lanagenlent of his 
affairs, and the ordering of his servants. He is hinl- 
self a dOluestic servant, and generally chosen out of 
that class of natives who, by being habituated to ll1is- 
ery and subjection, can subn1Ït to any orders, and are 
fit for any of the basest services. Trained under op- 
pression, (it is the true education,) they are fit to op- 
press others. They serve an apprenticeship of servi.. 
tude to qualify theln for the trade of tyranny. They 
know all the devices, all the little frauds, all the arti. 
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flces and contrivances, the \vhole panoply of the de- 
fensiye arIllOr by which ingenious slavery secures it- 
self against the violence of po,ver. They kno\v all the 
lurking-holes, aJI the winding recesses, of the unfor- 
tunate; and they hunt out distress and n1Ïscry even 
to their last retreats. They have suffered thel11selves; 
but, far frollI being taught by those sufferings to ab- 
stain froln rigor, they have only learned the methods 
of afflicting their fellow-slaves. They have the best 
intelligence of ,vhat is done in England. The n10- 
111ent a Company's servant arrives in India, and his 
English connections are kno\vn to be po\verful, SOIl1e 
of that class of people iml11ediately take possession 
of hhn, as if he were their inheritance. They have 
knowledge of the country and its affairs; they have 
l11oney; they have the arts of Inaking money. The 
gentlelnan \vho C0111es from England has none of 
these; he enters into that world, as he enters into 
the world at large, naked. His portion is great sim- 
plicity, great indigence, and a strong disposition to 
relieve hÍ1nself. The banian, once ill possession, em- 
ploys his tyrànny, not only over the native people 
of his country, but often over the master hÏ1nself, 
who has little other share in the proceedings of his 
servant bnt in giving him the ticket of his na111e to 
l11ark that he is connected with and supported by an 
European who is hÍ1nself well connected and support- 
ed at home. This is a com111issiol1 which nothing 
can resist. Fron1 that 1110lnent forward it is not the 
Englisillnan, it is the black banian, that is the l11aster. 
The non1illal rnaster often lives froln his hand. 'Ve 
know how young Il1cn are sent out of this country; 
we know how happy we are to hear soon that they 
are 110 IOllgúl' a hurùcn to their rl'i
IlÙ
 and !)arents. 
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The banian knows it, too. He supplies thè young 
servant w'ith 1110nûy. He has hil11 under his power: 
first, frol11 the neces
ity of enlploying such. a l11an 
 
and next, (and this is the 1110re Ï1npol
tant of the two,) 
he has that dreadful po,ver over his l11aster which 
every creditor has over hi
 deLtor. ..lctions the n10st 
abhorrent to his nature he ll1ust see done before his 
face, and thousands and thousands worse are done in 
his absence, and he dare not c0111plain. The banian 
extorts, robs, plunders, and then gives hil11 just ,vhat 
proportion of the spoil he pleases. If the l11aster 
should l11urll1ur, the very power that was sent over to 
protect the people of India froIlI these very abuses, 
(the best things being perverted, ,vhen applied to un- 
known objects and put into unsuitable situations,) 
the very la,vs of England, by 111aking the recovery of 
debts 1110re easy, infinitely increase' the power of the 
banian over his master. Thus the Suprelne Court 
of Justice, the destined corrector of all abuses, be- 
con1es a collateral security for that abon1Ìnable tyran- 
ny exercised by the n10neyed b
Hlians over Europeans 
as ,veIl as the natives. So that, while ,ve are here 
boasting of the British power in the East, we are in 
perhaps more than half our service nothing but the 
inferior, l11iserable instru111ents of the tyranny which 
the lowest part of the natives of India exercise, to 
the disgrace of the British authority, and to the ruin 
of all that is respectable a1110ng their own coun trJI'men. 
They have subverted the first houses, totally ruined 
anti undone the country, cheated and defrauded the 
revenue, - the l11aster a silent, sonletilnes a 111elan- 
choly spectator, until SOlne office of high cmolu111ent 
has emancipated hin1. This has often been the true 
reason that the Company's servants in India, in or. 
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der to free themselves from this horrid and atrocious 
servitude, are obliged to becolne instrlunents of an- 
other tyranny, and 1nust prostitute the1nselves to men 
in po,ver, in order to obtain S0111e office that may ena- 
ble theu1 to escape the servitudes below, and enable 
theu1 to pay their debts. .And thus many have become 
the instrull1ents of 
Ir. Hastings. 
These ballians, or dewans, were originally a1nong 
.the lower castes in the country. But now, it is true, 
that, after sceing the power and profits of these Inen, 
- that there is neither power, profession, nor occupa- 
tion to be had, ,vhich a reputable person can ex.ercise, 
but through that chaunel, - men of higher castes, 
and born to better things, have thrown thelnselves 
into that disgraceful servitude, have becon1c Inenial 
servants to Englislunen, that they might rise by their 
degradation. But ,vhoever they are, or of whatever 
birth, they have equally prostituted their integrity, 
ther have equally lost their character; and, once en- 
tered into that course of life, there is no difference 
between the best castes and the ,vorst. That system 
ßlr. I-Iastings confirl11ed, established, increased, and 
made the instrun1ent of the Inost austere tyranny, of 
the basest peculations, and the most scandalous and 
iniquitous extortions. 
In the description I have given of banians a dis- 
tinction is to be n1ade. Your Lordships must dis- 
tinguish the banians of the British servants in sub- 
ordinate situations and the banians who are such 
to persons in higher authority. In the latter case 
the' banian is in strict subordination, because he 
111ay always be ruined by his superior; whereas in 
the forlner it is always in his power to ruin his 
nominal superior. It was not through fear, but 
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voluntarily, and not for the Lanian's purposes, but 
his O'Vll, 
lr. Hastings has brought forward his ban- 
ian. He seated hhn in the houses of the principal 
nobility, and invested hinl ,,?ith farnls of the reve- 
nue; he has given hhn enormous jobs; he has put 
JJÎm over the heads of a nobility which, for their 
C,Tandeur, antiquity, and dignity, lnight ahnost be 
Inatched ,vith your Lordships. He has nlade hÏlri 
suprenle ecclesiastical judge, judge even of the very 
ca
tes, in the preser,-ation of the separate rules and 
separate prÏ\?ileges of which that people ex.ists. He 
who has dOlninion over the caste has an absolute pow- 
er over sOl11ething 1110re than life and fortune. 
Such is that first, or last, (I kno,v not which to 
call it,) order in -the Conlpany's service called a ban- 
ian. The mut8eddie,
, clerk
, accountants, of Cal- 
cutta, generally fall under this description. Your 
Lordships will see hereafter the necessity of giving 
you, in the opening the case, an idea of the situation 
of a banian. You will see, as no Englislunan, prop- 
erly speaking, acts by hÏ1nsclf
 that he must be nlade 
responsible for that. person called his banian, - for 
the power he either uses under hinI, or the power he 
has acquired over hiln. The banian escapes, in the 
night of his cOlnplexion and situation, the inquiry 
that a white man canllot stand before in this coi1ntry. 
Through the banians, or other black natives, a bad 
servant of the COlllpany receives his bribes. Through 
theln he decides falsely against the titles of litigants 
in the court of castes, or in the offices of public 
registry. Through thenl 
Ir. Hasting
 has exercised 
oppressions which, I will venture to say, in his own 
name, in his own character, daring as he is, (and he 
is the most daring crinlÍnal that ever existed,) he 
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never ,voldd darc to practise. l\Iany, if not 1nost, of 
the iniquities of his interior bad adnlÌnistration have 
been perpetrated through these banians, or other na- 
tive agellt
 and confidants; and we shall show you 
that he is not satisfied with one of then1, confiding 
fe\y of his secrets to Europeans, and hardly any of 
his instrU111ellÍs, either native or European, knowing 
the secrets of each other. This is the systenl of 
banianisln, and of concealment, which 1\11'. Hastings, 
instead of eradicating out of the service, has propa- 
gated by exaIl1ple and by support, and enlarged by 
converting even Europeans into that dark and insid- 
ious character. 
I have explained, or endeavored to explain, to your 
Lordships, these circulnstances of the true spirit, gen- 
ius, and character, l110re than the ostensible institu- 
tions of the C01upallY's service: I .now shall beg leave 
to bring before you one institution, takcn frOll} the 
lllercantile constitution of the C01npany, so cxcellent, 
that I will venture to say that IULll1an wisdolll has 
never exceeded it. In this excellent illstitution the 
counting-house gave lessons to the state. The aeti,.c, 
awakened, and enlightcned principle of self-illtCl't':--t 
\vill provide a better SystClll for the guarù of tl1ê

 
interest than the cold, drowsy wisdon1 of those w1' 0 
provide for a good out of the111S0lves evel' contrived 
for the public. The plans sketched by private JJI'll- 
dence for private interest, the regulations by 111ercall- 
tile nle11 for their Inercalltile purposes, when they can 
be applied to the discilJline and order of the statc, 
produce a di
cipline and order which 110 state should 
he asha1ued to copy. The Conlpany's 111ercantile reg- 
ulations are adlnirably fitted for the goverulnent of a 
re111ote, large, disjointed clnpire. .A,s lllerchants, hav- 
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ing factors abroad in distant parts of the ,vorld, they 
have obliged them to a minuteness and strictness of 
register, and to a regularity of correspondence, which 
no state has evcr used in the saIne degree with regard 
to its public Ininisters. The COlllpany has Inade it 
a fundamental part of their constitution, that ahnost 
their whole gOyerIllllen t shall be a wri ttcn govern- 
ment. Your Lordships will obser,?e, in the course 
of the proceeding, the propriety of opening fully to 
you this circuillstance in the' gOyernluent of India, - 
that is, that the COlnpany's government is a govern- 
l11ent of writing, a goVerlllnent of record. The strict- 
est court of justice, in its proceeding, is not nlore, 
perhaps not so Innch a court of record as the India 
COlupany's exec\Ítive service is, or ought to be, in all 
its proceedings. 
In the first place, they oblige their servants to keep 
a journal or diary of all their transactions, public and 
prh'ate: they are bound to do this by an ex.press 
covenant. They oblige theIn, as a corrective upon 
that diary, to keep a letter-book, in \vhich all their 
letters are to be regularly entered. A.nd they are 
bound by the sanIe covenant to produce all those 
books upon requisition, although they should be 
11lixed with affairs concerning their own private 
llegotiations and transactions of comnlerce, or their 
closest and most retired concerns in private life. 
But as the great corrective of all, they have con- 
trj'-ed that eycry proceeding in public council shall 
ue \Vrittell, - n.o {lebates merély verbal. The argu- 
l11ents, first or last, are to be in writing, and recorded. 
,A.11 other bodies, the Houses of Lords, Comrnons, Privy 
Council, Cabinet Councils for secret state delibera- 
tions, enter only resolves, decisions, and final resolu- 
VOL. IX. 24 



370 Il\IPEACHl\IE
T OF W
<\.RRE
 H
.\STIKGS. 


tiOllS of affairs: the argun1ent, the discussion, the dis- 
sent, does very rarely, if at all, appear. But the Con1- 
pany has proceeded Hluch further, anù dono much 
more wisely, because they proceeded upon mercan- 
tile principles; and they have provided, either by or- 
ders or coui"se of office, that all shall be wTitten,- 
the proposition, the argtllnent, the dissent. This is 
not confined to their great Council; but this order 
ought to be observed, as I conceive, (and I see con- 
siderable traces of it in practice,) in every Provincial 
Council, 'whilst the Provincial Councils existed, and 
even down to the n1inutest ralnification of their ser- 
vice. These books, in a progression fron1 the lowest 
Councils to the highest Presidency, 
re ordered to be 
transnlitted, duplicate and trivlicate, by every ship 
that sails to Europe. On this systeln an able servant 
of the COlnpany, and high in their service, has re- 
corded his opinion, and strollgly expressed his senti- 
ments. "\\T riting to the Court of Directors, he says, 
"It ought to be ren1en1bered, that the b
sis upon 
which you rose to po,ver, and have been able to stand 
the shock of repeated convulsions, has been the ac- 
curacy and shnplicity of mercantile method, \vhich 
lnakes every transaction in your service and every 
expenditure a ll1atter of record." 

Iy Lords, this method not only must produce to 
thenl, if strictly observed, a more accurate idea of the 
nature of their affairs and the nature of their expendi- 
tures, but it luust afford theln no trivial opportunity 
and 1110ans of knowing the true characters of their 
servants, their capacities, their ,vays of thinking, the 
turn and bias of their minds. If well employed, and 
but a little imp
oved, the East India Company pos- 
sessed an advantage unknown before to the chief of a 



SPEECH IN OPEXIXG. - FIRST D.\Y. 371 


relllote gOYCrnn1cnt. In the most remote parts of the 
,vorId, and in the lllinutest parts of a relllote service, 
eyerything canle before the principal ,vith a domestic 
accuracy and local fan1iliarity. It ,vas in the power 
of a Director, sitting in London, to forn1 an accurate 
judgillent of every incident that happened upon the 
Ganges and the Gogra. 
The use of this recorded syste111 did not consist 
only in the facility of discovering what the nature of 
their affairs and the character and capacity of their 
scrvants ,vas, but it furnished the n1ea11S of detect- 
ing their misconduct, frequently of proving it too, 
and of producing the evidence of it judicially under 
their o,vn hands. For your Lordships must have 
observed that it is rare indeed, that, in a continued 
course of evil practices, any uniform method of pro- 
ceeding will serve the purposes of the delinquent. 
Innocence is plain, direct, and simple: guilt is a 
crooked, intricate, inconstant, a.nd various thing. 
The iniquitous job of to-day may be covered by 
specious reasons; but when the job of iniquity of 
to-lllOlTOW succeeds, the reasons that have colored 
the first crime may expose the second malversation. 
The man of fraud falls into contradiction, prevarica- 
tion, confusion. This hastens, this facilitates, convic- 
tion. Besides, time is not allowed for corrupting the 
records. They are flown out of their hands, they are 
in Europe, they are safe in the registers of the Com- 
pany, perhaps they are undor the eye of Parliament, 
before the writers of them have time to invent an 
excuse for a direct contrary conduct to that to which 
their former pretended principles applied. This is a 
great, a material part of the constitution of the Com- 
pany. 
fy Lords, I do not think it to be llluch apoIo- 
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gized for, if I repeat, that this is the fundamental reg.. 
ulation of that service, and ,vhich, if preserved in the 
first instance, as it ought to be, in official practice in 
India, and then used as it ought to be in England, 
would afford such a mode of governing a great, for- 
eign, dispersed e1l1pire, as, I ,viII venture to say, few 
countries ever possessed, even in goyerlling the lllOst 
limited and narrow jurisdiction. 
It was the great business of 1\11'. Hastings's policy to 
subvert this great political edifice. His first lnode of 
subverting it was by c01l11nanding the public minis- 
ters, paid by the C01l1pany, to deliver their corre- 
spondence upon the most critical and mOlllentous af- 
fairs to him, in order to be suppressed and destroyed 
at his pleasure. To support hilll in this plan of 
spoliation, he has made a mischievous distinction in 
public business between public and private corre 
spondence. The Company's orders and covenants 
. made none. There are, readily I admit, thousands 
of occasions in which it is not proper to divulge pro- 
miscuously a private correspondence, though on pub- 
lic affairs, to the world; but there is no occasion in 
which it is not a necessary duty, on requisition, to 
comn1unicate your correspondence to those who form 
the paramount government, on whose interests and 
on whose concerns and under 'v hose authority this 
correspondence has been carried on. The very same 
reasons ,vhich require secrecy with regard to others 
demand the freest communication to them. But 
fr. 
Hastings has established principles of confidence and 
secrecy towards himself which have cut off all confi- 
dence between the Directors and their ministers, and 
effectually kept them at least out of the secret of their 
own affairs. 
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'Yithout entering into all the practices by which 
he has attempted to mainl the Conlpany's records, 
I 
hall state one more to your Lordships, - that is, 
his avowed appointment of spies and under-agents, 
'who shall carryon the real state business, w'hile there 
are public and ostensi.ble agents who are not in the 
secret. The correspondence of those private agents 
he holds in his own hands, conl1nunicates as he 
thinks proper, but Ino
t COlll1110nly withholds. There 
relnains nothing for the Directors but the shell and 
husk of a dry, formal, official correspondence, which 
neither means anything nor was intended to mean 
anything. 
These are some of the methods by which he has 
defeated the pnrposes of the excellent institution of 
a recorded adlninistration. But there are cases to be 
brought before this court in w'hich.he has laid the axe 
'--' 
at once to the root, - w'"hich was, by delegating out 
of his own hands a great departInent of the powers of 
the Company, which he was himself bound to exe- 
cute, to a board which was not bound to record their 
deliberations with the san1e strictness as he himself 
was bound. He appointed of his own usurped au- 
thority a board for the adlnini
tration of the reyenue, 
the ll1en1bers of which ,vere expressly dispensed fronl 
recording their dissents, until they chose it; and in 
that office, as in a great gulf, a 1110st Ï1nportant part 
of the COlllpany's transactiolls has been buried. 
Notwithstanding his unwearied pains in the work 
of spoliation, 
Olne precious fraglnents are left, which 
we ought infinitely to value, - by which we may 
learn, and lament, the loss of what he has de
troyed. 
If it were not for those inestiluable fra
!.'lnell ts' and 
\f' 'ecks of the recorded government 'which haye been 
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saved frOin the destruction \vhich 1.11'. I-Iastings in 
tended for thenl all, the 1110st shalneful enor111ities 
that have ever disgraced a govenlll1ent or harasseù 
a people would only be known in this country by se- 
cret whispers and unauthenticated anecdotes; the dis- 
gracers of government, the vexers and afflicters of 
mankind, instead of being brought before an awful 
public tribunal, might have been honored \vith the 
highest distinctions and re\vards their country has 
to bestow; and sordid bribery, base peculation, iron- 
handed extortion, fierce, unrelenting tyranny, n1Ïght 
themselves have been invested with those sacred robes 
of justice before which this day they have cause to 
treluble. 

Ir. Hastings, sensible of what he suffers from this 
register of acts and opinions, has endeayored to dis- 
credit and ruin \vhat relnains of it. He refuses, in 
his defence to the House of Con1111011s, in letters 
to the Court of Directors, in various writings and 
declarations, he refuses to be tried by his o\vn re- 
corded declarations; he refuses to be bound by his 
o\vn opinions, delivered under his own hand. He 
kno\vs that he and the record cannot exist together. 
He knows that what remains of the written constitu- 
tion \vhich he has not destroyed is enough to destroy 
him. He claims a privilege of systelnatic inconstan- 
cy, a privilege of prevarication, a privilege of contra- 
diction, - a privilege of not only changing his con- 
duct, but the principles of his cond nct, \vhenever it 
suits his occasions. But I hope your Lordships will 
show the destroyers of that wise constitution, and 
the destroyers of those records \vhich are to be the 
securities against malversation in office; the discover- 
ers and avengers of it, that \vhoever destroys the dis
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coverer establishes the iniquity; that, therefore, your 
Lordships ,vill bind hÏ1n to his own declarations, giv- 
en on record under his o'wn hand; that you ,vill say 
to this unfaithful ser,yant of the COlnpany, what was 
said to another unfaithful person upon a far less oc- 
casion by a far greater authority, " Out of thy o,vn 
. mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked seryant." 


Having gone through what I have been instructed 
might be necessary to state to your Lðrdships con- 
cerning the COlnpany's constitution, (I Ineall the real 
inside, and not the :;hell of its constitution,) - having 
stated the abuses that existed in it, - having stated 
how 
Ir. Hastings endeavored to perpetuate and to 
increase and to profit of the abuse, and how he has 
systeluatically endeayored to destroy, and has in some 
instances in fact destroyed, 111any things truly excel- 
lent in that constitution, - if I have not wasteù your 
tÌ1ne in explanation of Inatters that you are already 
well acquainted with, I shall next beg leave to state 
to you the abuse in sonle particulars of the other 
part of the public authority which the Company ac- 
quired oyer the nath-es of India, in virtue of the royal 
charter of the 'present )Iogul elnperor, in the year 
1766 [1765?]. 
)ly Lords, that you may the better judge of the 
abuse )11'. Hastings has Inaùe of the powers vested in 
hÌ111, it will be expedient to consider a little who the 
people are to 'whose prejudice he has abused these 
powers. I shall explain this point 'with as H1uch brev- 
ity as is consistent with the distinctness ,vith 'which I 
mean to bring the ,,-hole before your Lordships; and 
I beg to observe to YOll that this previous discourse, 
rather explanatory than accusatorial, (if I may use 
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the expression,) is Ineant rather to elucidate the na- 
ture of the l11atter to COlne before you in regular 
charges than as proof of the charges thelnsel Yes. 
I kno\\
 that a good deal of latitude is allowed to 
advocates, when opening a cause in a private conrt, 
to indulge theillseives in their narratives 1eadillg to 
the charges they intend to bring. 1"'hey are not al- 
'ways called to the strictest account for such prefatory 
matter, because the conrt, when it COlnes to judge, 
sifts and disfingui1;hes it fronl the points to be strictly 
proved, and on whose n1erÏts the cause relies. But 
I ,vish your Lordships to know, that, with the h
gh 
opinion I bave of your gravity, (and it is Ï1npossible 
for a 111an to conceive a higher,) and sensible of the 
weight of those I represent at this place, nanlcly, 
the COlnll10ns of Great Dritain, I should be sorry 
that anyone substantial fact, even in this explana- 
tory opening, or even the color of the fact, should be 
alleged, which, when called upon, I should not be 
ready to lnake good to you by proof, - I IHeall, by 
proof adapteù to its nature: public opiniDn, by evi- 
dence of pnLlic opinion; by record, that to ,vhich 
record is applicable; by oral testÏ1nony, things to 
which oral testimony alone can be produced; and, 
last of all, that which is 1natter of historic proof, by 
historic evidence. This I hope to do with the usual 
allowance to errors and 111istakes, which is the claiIn 
of hUlnan infinnity. 
Thell, illY Lords, two distinct people inhabit India. 
'rwo sorts of people inhaLit the saIne country, as to- 
tally distinct fro In each other, in characters, lives, 
opinions, prejudices, and Inanners, as the inhabitants 
of countri
s l11ust ren10to fronl each other. For both 
of these descriptions 
Ir. IIastings was bound to vro- 
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vide equally, agreeable to the tenns of the charter 
which the Company received fro1l1 the lawful govern- 
ing power of that country: a charter receiyed at its 
own solicitation; a charter not forced upon us by a 
superior po'wer, but given at the ilnu1ediatc solicita- 
tion of the principal servants belonging to the Com- 
pany; a charter solelnnly accepted by the COlnpany, 
and by them, I a1n very sorry to say, little regarded, 
- or, at least, little regarded by their principal ser- 
van ts. 

Iy Lords, the first description of people who are 
subjected virtually to the British c1npire through 
those mediums "\vhich I have described to you are 
the original inhabitalits of Hindostan, who have in 
all time, and beyond all the eras which we nse, (I 
mean always the two grand eras exccpted,) been the 
aboriginal inhabitants and proprietors of that coun- 
try, - with 11laUUers, religion, c
lston1s, and usages 
appropriated to themsehyes, and little reselnbling 
those of the rest of Inankilld. This description of 
men is c0111n10nly called Gentoos. The syste111 and 
principle of that governlnellt is locality. Their laws, 
their 11lannCrs, their religion are all local. 
Their legislator, ,vhoever he was, (for who he was 
is a ll1atter lost in the mists of a most obscure an- 
tiquity,) had it as a great leading principle of his 
policy to connect the people with their soil. .A.ccord- 
ingly, by one of those anomalies which a larger 
acquaintance with our species daily discovers, and 
which perhaps an attentive reflection Inight explain 
in the nature of n1an, this aboriginal people of India, 
- who are the softest in, their Inauners of any of our 
race, approaching almost to fen1Ínine tenderness,- 
who are fonned constitutionally benevolent, and, in 
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many particulars, 111ade to fin a larger circle of benev- 
olence than our morals take in, - ,yho extend their 
good-\vill to the whole anÏlnal creation, - these people 
are, of all nations, the 1110st unalliable to any other 
part of 111ankind. They cannot, the highest orders of 
then1, at least, cannot, come into contact with any oth- 
er. That bond which is one of the chief instrlllnents 
of society, and \vhich, supporting the individual, con- 
nects the species, can have no existence with them: I 
mean the convivial bond. That race can be held to no 
other by that great link of life. No IIilldoo can 111ix 
at n1cals even ,vith those on ,vholn he depends for the 
Ineat he cats. This CirCl.lll1stance renders it difficult 
for U
 to enter ,vith due sYlupathy into their concerns, 
or for the111 to enter into ours, even when ,ve Ineet 
on the salne ground. But there are other circum- 
stances which render our intercourse, in our 111utual 
relation, very full of difficulty. The sea is between 
us. The 1113SS of that elelnent, 'which, by appearing 
to disconnect, unites n1ankind, is to then1 a forbidden 
road. It is a great gulf fixed between you and them, 
- not so 11Iuch that elelnentary gulf, but that gulf 
which manners, opinions, and la ,vs ha ye radicated in 
the very nature of the people. None of their high 
castes, without great danger to his situation, religion, 
rank, and estimation, call ever pass the sea; and this 
forbids, forever, all direct cOllununication between that 
country and this. 'fhat Inaterial and affecting cir- 
cumstance, nlY Lords, l11akes it ten thnes more neces- 
sary, since they canJlot COlne to us, to keep a strict 
eye upon all persons who go to the111. It imposes up- 
on us a stricter duty to guard with a firm and pow- 
erful vigilance those whose principles of conscience 
weaken their principles of self-defence. If we un- 
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dertake to goyern the inhabitants of Euch a coun- 
try, ,ve n1ust govern them upon their own principles 
and nlaxinls, and not upon ours. "T e n1ust not think 
to force theln into the narrow circle of our ideas; we 
must extend ours to take in their system of opin- 
ions and rites, and the necessities which result fro1l1 
both: all change on their part is absolutely Ï1nprac- 
ticable. "r e have 1n01'e versatility of character and 
manners, and it is ,ve who Inust confol'll1. We know 
what the en1pire of opinion is in lllullan nature. I 
had ahnost said that the law of opinion was Inul1an 
nature itself. It is, howeyer, the strongest pl'Ïuciple 
in the COlllposition of the frame of the lnllnan Inind; 
and 11101'e of the happiness and unhappiness of 1nan- 
kind resides in that inward principle than in all ex- 
ternal circnnlstanccs pnt together. But if such is 
the elnpire of opinion even alnong
t us, it has a pure, 
unrestrained, cOluplete, and despotic po,ver all10ngst 
thenl. The variety of balanced opinions in our nlinds 
weakens the force of each: for in Europe, sOlnetÏ1nes, 
the laws'of religion differ fron1 the laws of the land; 
s0111etilnes the laws of the lanu differ fro111 our laws 
of honor; our laws of honor are full of caprice, dif- 
fering from those other laws, and sonletÏ1nes differ- 
ing fr0111 thenl
eh;es: but there the laws of religion, 
the laws of the land, and the laws of honor are all 
united and .consolidated in one in,-ariable system, and 
Lind men by eternal and indissoluble bonds to the 
rules of what, amongst them, is called his caste. 
It 111ay be necessary just to state to your Lordships 
what a caste is. The Gentoo people, from the olde
t 
tinle, haye been distributed into various orders, all 
of thel11 hereditary: these fan1Ïly orders are cal1ccl 
castes; these castes are the fundamental part of the 
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constitution of the Gentoo conullonwealth, both In 
their church a.nd in their state. 
Your Lordships are born to hereditary honors in 
the chief of your houses; the rest n1ix with the peo- 
ple. "Tith the Gentoos, they who are born noble can 
never fall into any second rank. They are divided 
into four orders, - the Brahmins, the Chittery, the 
Rice, and the Soodur, with lllauy subdivisions in each. 
A_n eternal barrier is placed between theill. The 
higher cannot pass into the lower; the lo\ver cannot 
rise into the higher. They have all their appropri- 
ated rank, place, and situation, and their appropriated 
religion too, ",
hieh is essentially different in its rites 
and cerenlonies, sOlnetÏ1nes in its ol
jcct, in each of 
those castes. A lnan who is horn in the highest caste, 
which at once unites what would be tantamount in 
this country to the dignity of the peerage and the 
ennobled sanctity of the episcopal character, -the 
nrahllÜll, who sustains these characters, if he loses 
his caste, does not fall into an inferior order, the 
Chittery, the Eice, or the Soodnr, but he is tTlrown at 
once out of all ranks of society. He is precipitated 
frolll the proudest elevation of respect and honor to a 
bottolnless abyss of contelnpt,-from glory to infamy, 
- frolll purity to pollution, - from sanctity to profa- 
nation. 
 0 honest occupation is open to hin1; his 
children are no longer his children; their parent loses 
that Halne; the conjugal bond is dissolved. 'Few sur- 
yive this nlost terrible of all calanlities. To speak to 
an Indian of his caste is to speak to him of his all. 
TIut the rule of caste has, with them, given one 
power lnore to fortune than the manners of any other 
nation \vere ever kno\vn to do. For it is singular, 
the caste 111ay be lost, not only by certain voluutary 
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crin1es, but by certain involuntary sufferings, dis- 
graces, and pollutions, that are utterly out of their 
power to prevent. . Those who have patiently subn1it- 
ted to imprisonment, - those who have not flinched 
fran1 tho scourge, - those 'who ha-,e been as unmo,ed 
as 1ì1arble under torture, - those who have laughed 
at the lTIenaCes of death itself, - have instantly given 
way, when it has been atten1pted to subject them to 
3JlY of those pollutions by which they lose caste. To 
this caste they are bound by all laws of all descriptions, 
hun1an and di,ine; and inveterate usage has radi- 
cated it in them to a depth and with an adhesion with 
w1lÌch no other known prejudice has been known to 
exist. Tyranny is therefore arlTIed against them with 
a greater variety of weapons than are found in its 
ordinary stores. 
This, a1110ngst a thousand other considerations, 
speaks to us in very authoritati,e language with wbat 
care and circluTIspection we ought to handla people 
so delic
te. In the course of this trial your Lord- 
ships ,vill see with horror the use which 111'. Hast- 
ings luade, through several of his wicked and abom- 
inable instru111ents, chosen fro111 the natives them- 
selves, of these superadded 111eans of oppression. I 
shall prove, in the course of this trial, that he has 
put his own 111enial domestic servant, - a wretch to- 
tally dependent, - a wretch grossly ignorant, - the 
C01111110ri'instrument of his bribery and peculation,- 
he has enthroned hiln, I say, on the first seat of ec- 
clesiastical jurisdiction, which was to decide upon 
the castes of all those people, including their rank, 
their fa111ily, their honor, and their happiness here, 
and, in their judgment, their salvation hereafter. 
Under the a we of this power, no man dared to breathe 
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a n1Ur111Ur against his tyranny. Fortified in this secu- 
rity, he says, " 'Yho cOlnplains of 111e ?" - " No, none 
of us dare c0111plain of you," says the tre111bling Gen- 
too. " No! your 111cnial ser-van t has my caste in his 
po,ver." - I shall not trouble your Lordships with 
n1cntioning others; it ,vas enough that Cantoo Baboo, 
and Ginga Govind Sing, nalnes to which your Lord- 
ships are to be falniliarized hereafter, - it is enough 
that those persons had the- caste and character of all 
the people of Bengal in their hands. Through them 
he has taken effectual security ag3inst all cOlnplaillt. 
Your Lordships ,vill hence discern how very necessary 
it is 1>eco111e that son1e other persona.ge should inter- 
Yene, should take upon hin1 their representation, and 
ÌJ'y his freedoln and his po,ver should supply the de- 
fects arising fr0l11 their servitude and their Ï1npotence. 
The COl1unons of Great Britain charge themselves with 
this character. 

Iy Lords, these Gentoo people are the original 
people of Hindostan. They are still, beyond con1par- 
ison, · the n10st nun1erous. Faults this nation n1ay 
have; but God forbid 'we should pass judgl11ellt upon 
people \vho frained their la,vs and institutions prior 
to our insect origin of yesterday! With all the 
faults of their nature and errors of their institutions, 
theÍr institutions, \vhich act so powerfully on their 
natures, have two material characteristics which en- 
title thel11 to respect: first, great force and s"tability; 
and next, excellent moral and civil effects. 
Their stability has been proved by their holding on 
an uniforln tenor for a duration comn1ensurate to all 
the empires with which history has made us acquaint.. 
ed; and they still exist in a green old age, with all 
the reverence of antiquity, and 'with all the passion 
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that people hR\e to nove1t).. and change. They have 
stood firm on their ancient base; they have cast 
thcir roots deep in their native soil, - perhaps be- 
cause they have never spread then1 anywhere else 
than in their nati '-e f'oil. Their blood, their opin- 
ions, and the soil of their country n1ake one consist- 
ent piece, ad111itting no n1ixtnre, no adulteration, no 
Ï1l1prOYen1ent: accordingly, their religion has Inade 
no cOl1yerts, their don1inion ha
 lTIade no conquests; 
but in proportion as thcir law's and opinions were 
cOllccntred 'within themseh.es
 and hindered from 
spreading abroad, they have doubled thcir force at 
h0l11e. They ha,e exi
ted in spite of )Iaholnedan 
and Portuguese bigotry, - in f'pite of Tartarian and 
Arabian tyranny, - in spite of all the fury of f'ucces- 
sive foreign conquest, - in f'pite of a n101'e fOrI11idable 
foe, the avarice of the English dominion. 
I have spoken now, lHY Lords, of what their princi- 
ples are, their law
 and rcligiou
 institutions, in point 
of force and stability; I have given instances of their 
force in the ,ery CirCUl11stance in which all the insti- 
tutions of Inankind in other respects show their 'weak- 
ncss. They have existed
 when the country has been 
otherwise subdued. This alone furnishes full proof 
that there n1ust be S0111e powerful influence resulting 
from then1 beyond all our little fashionable theories 
upon such subjects. 
The second consideration in the Gentoo institutions 
is their beneficial effects
 moral and civil. The policy, 
ei ,iI or religious, or, as theirs is, composed of both, 
that n1akes a people happy and a state flourishing, 
(putting further and higher considerations out of the 
way, which are not now before us,) nUlst undoubt- 
edly, so far as human considerations prevail, be a pol. 
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icy wisely conceived in any schelne of g<?yernn1en t. 
It is confirlned by all observation, that, \vhere the 
Hindoo religion has been established, that country 
has been flourishing. 'Ve haye seen sonle patterns 
reillaining to this day. The very country which is 
to be thc suhject of your Lordships' judicial inquiry 
is an instance, by an entire change of goverllnlent, 
of the different effects rcsulting frol11 the rap3city of 
a foreign haud, and the paternal, lenient, protecting 
arm of a native government, forl11cd on the long con- 
nection of prejudice and power. I shall give you its 
state undcr the Hindoo goverIunent fron1 a book 
written by a very old servant of the C0111pany, \vhose 
authority is of the greater \veight, as the very destruc- 
tion of all this schen1e of goverUlnent is the great ob- 
ject of the author. 
The author, 1\11'. Hoh\Tell, divides the country of 
Bengal into its different provinces. He supposes 
what they then paid to the supren1e gOVCrIllUent; 
he supposes \vhat the country is capable of yielding; 
and his project is, to change entirely the application 
of the revenues of the country, and to secure the 
\vhole into the hands of governn1ent. In mllnner- 
ating these provinces, at last he conles to the prov- 
ince of Burdwan. 
"In truth," (says this author,) "it would be al- 
1110st cruelty to molest this happy people; for in this 
district are the only vestiges of the beauty, purity, 
piety, regularity, equity, and strictness of the ancient 
fIindostan government. Here the property as well 
as the liberty of the people are inviolate. IIere no 
robberies are heard of, either puLlic or private. The 
traveller, either \vith or \vithout 111erchandise, be- 
comes the iml11ediate care of the government, which 
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allots hinl guard:-:. without any expense, to conduct 
hinl frolH stage to stage; and these are accountable 
for the safety and acconullodation of his person and 
effects. At the end of the first stage he is deliv- 
ered over, with certain benevolent fonnalities, to the 
guards of the next, who, after interrogating the trav- 
eHer as to the usage he had received in his journey, 
dismiss the first guard with a written certificate 
of their behavior, and a receipt for the traveller 
and his effects; whicll certificate and receipt are re- 
turnable to the cOlnluanding officer of the first stage, 
w'ho registers the saIne, aud regularly reports it to 
the rajah. 
"In this forln the traveller is passed through the- 
country; and if he only passes, he is not suffered to 
be at any expense for food, accon1modation, or car- 
riage for his Inerchandise or haggage: but it is other- 
wise, if he is pennitted, to luake any residence in one 
place above three days, unless occasioned by sickness, 
or any unavoidable accident. If anything is lost in 
this district, - for instance, a bag of n10ney or other 
valuables, - the person w.ho finds it hangs it upon the 
next tree, and gives notice to the nearest chowkey, 
or place of guard, the officer of which orders imlne- 
diate publication of the saIne Ly beat of tomtoln, or 
druln. " 
These, 11lY Lords, are the effects universally pro- 
duced Ly the Hindoo polity throughout that vast re- 
gion, before it ,vas distorted and put out of fral11e by 
the barbarism of foreign conquests. SOI11e choice, 
reserved spots continued to flourish under it to the 
year 1756. SOlne renlailled till 
Ir. Hastings obtained 
the means of utterly defacing theln. Such was the. 
prospect of Benares under the happy government of
, 
VOL. IX, 25 



386 BIPE.\CH:\IEXT OF WARREN HASTINGS. 


Bulwant Sing. Ruch ""as the happy state of the 
san1e Benares in the happy days of Cheyt Sing, until, 
in the year 1781, 
Ir. Ha::;tings introduced his reform 
into that country. . 
Having stated the general outline of the lnanners 
of the original people of Hindostan, having stated 
the general principles of their policy, which either 
prohibit connection, or oblige us to a connection very 
different from 'what "\ve have hitherto used towards 
theIn, I 
hall leave it to your Lordships' judgn1ent 
,vhether YOll will suffer snch fail' Inonulnents of ,vis- 
don1 and ùenevolence to be defaced by the rapacity 
of your governors. I hope I have not gone out of 
nlY ,vay to bring before you allY circun1stance rela- 
tive to the Gelltoo religion and Inanllers, further than 
as they relate to the spirit of onr gOYCrn111ent over 
them; for though thcre never was such food for the 
curiosity of the hU111an n1Ïlld as is found in the man- 
ners of this people, I pass it totally over. 


I wish to divide this prelilninary view into six 
periods; and yonI' Lordships will consider that of 
the I-lindoos, which I have now mentioned, as the 
first era. 
Thc second era is an era of great ll1isfortune to 
that country, and to the world in general: I Inean, 
the tin1e of the prophet 
fahomcd. The enthusiasm 
which anÏInated his fir
t followers, the despotic po-wer 
which religion obtaincd through that enthusiaslIl, and 
the advantagcs dcrivcd froll1 both over the encrvated 
.great en1pil'es, and broken, disunitcd, lesscr goycrn- 
ll1ents of the world, extended the influence of that 
proud and dOIllinecring scct froln the banks of the 
Ganges to the hanks of the Loire. 
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This second period is the era of the ..A.rabs. These 
people 111ade a great and lasting impression on India. 
They established, very early, 
Iahomedan so\ereigns 
in all parts of it, particularly in the kingdom of Ben- 
gal, ,vhich is the principal object of our present in- 
quiry. They held that kingdo111 for a long series of 
years, under a dynasty of thirty-three kings, - hav- 
ing begun their conquest and founded their domin- 
ion in Bengal not very long after the time of their 
prophet. 
These people, when they first settled in India, at- 
tempted, with the ferocious ar111 of their prophetic 
sword, to change the religion and manners of that 
country; but at length perceiving that their cruelty 
wearied out itself, and never could touch the con- 
stancy of the sufferers, they permitted the native 
people of the country to remain in quiet, and left 
the 
Iahomedan religion to operate upon them as it 
could, by appealing to the ambition or avarice of the 
great, or by taking the lower people, who had lost 
their castes, into this new sect, and thus, from the 
refuse of the Gentoo, increasing the bounds of the 
l\fahomedan religion. They left 111any of the ancient 
rajahs of the country possessed of an inferior sov- 
ereignty; and where the strength of the country, or 
other circumstances, would not permit this subordi- 
nation, they suffered them to continue in a separate 
state, approaching to independence, if not wholly in- 
dependent. 
The 
Iahomedans, during the period of the .Arabs, 
never expelled or destroyed the native Gentoo nobil- 
ity, zenlindars, or landholders of the country. They 
all, or alnlost all, rell1ained fixed in their places, 
properties, and dignities; and the shadows of several 
of them remain under our jurisdiction. 
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The next, which is the third era, is an era the 
moro necessary to observe upon, because 1\11'. Has
 
ings has 111ade 111any applications to it in his defence 
before the Oon1111011s: nalnely, the invasion of the Tar- 
tars, or the era of Tall1erlaue. These Tartars did not 
establish themselves on the ruins of the Hindoos. 
Their conquests were over the other 1Ylahomedans: 
for Tall1erlane invaded Hindostan, as he invaded oth- 
er countries" ill the character of the great reformer 
of tbe 1\Iaholl1edan religion. He can1e as a sort of 
successor to the rights of the Prophet, upon a di- 
vine title. He struck at all the Mahon1edan princes 
who reigned at that time. He considered them as 
apostates, or at least as degenerated from the faith, 
and as tyrants abusing their power. To facilitate his 
conquests over these, he was often obliged to C01l1e 
to a sort of a COll1position with the people of the 
country he invaded. Tan1erlane had neither time 
nor means nor inclination to dispossess the ancient 
rajahs of the country. 
Your Lordships \vill observe that I propose noth- 
ing more than to give you an idea of tho princi- 
ples of policy which prevailed in these several rev- 
olutions, and not an history of the furious military 
achievements of a barbarous invader. IIistorians, 
indeed, are generally very liberal of their inforll1a- 
tion concerning everything but what ,ve ought to 
be very anxious to kno\v. They tell us that India 
was conquered by 'ramerlane, and conquered in such 
a year. The year ,vill be found to coincide son1e- 
where, I believe, ,vith the end of the fourteenth 
century. Thinking the mere fact as of little mo- 
ment, and its chronology as nothing, but thinking 
the policy very material, which, indeed, is to be 
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collected only here and there, in various books 
written 'with various views, I shall beg leave to lay 
before you a very remarkable circumstance relative 
to that policy, and taken fron1 the saIne book to 
which I fonnerly referred, 
Ir. Holwell's. 
""
hen the Hindoo rajahs, or princes of Hindos- 
tan, submitted to Tamerlane, it \vas on these capi- 
tal stipulations: that the en1peror should Inarry a 
daughter of Rajah Cheyt Sing's house; that the 
head of this house should be in perpetuity govern- 
ors of the citadel of Agra, and anoint the king at 
his coronation; and that the emperors should never 
Ï1npose the }essera (or poll-tax) upon the Hindoos." 
Here was a conqueror, as he is called, con1ing in 
upon tenus; mixing his blood with that of the na- 
tive nobility of the country he conquered, and, in 
consequence of this n1Ïxture, placing them in suc- 
cession upon the throne of the country he subdued; 
n1aking one of then1 even hereditary constable of 
the capital of his kingdom, and thereby putting his 
posterity as a pledge into their hands. 'Yhat is full 
as reIl1arkable, he freed the Hindoos forever from 
that tax which the )fahomedans have laid upon 
every country over which the sword of 
Iahomet 
prevailed, - nalnely, a capitation tax upon all ,,,ho 
do .not profess the religion of the 
Iahomedans. 
But the Hindoos, by express charter, were exeInpt- 
eù froill that Inark of servitude, and thereby declared 
not to be a conquered people. 'fhe native princes, 
in all their transactions with the 
rogul governn1ent, 
carried the evident 111arks of this free condition in 
a noble independency of spirit. Within their own 
districts the authority of many of them seen1ed en- 
tire. 'Ye are often led into n1istakes concerning 
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the goverlunent of Hindostan, by comparing it with 
those governments 'where the prince is an11ed with 
a full, speculative, en tire authority, and ,where the 
great people have, wij,h great titles, no privileges at 
all, or, having privileges, have those privileges only 
as subjects. But in I-lindostan the 111odes, the de- 
grees, the circulnstances of subjection varied infilli1 '- 
ly. In some places hardly a trace at all of subjec- 
tion was to be discerned; in SOlne the rajahs were 
ahnost assessors of the throne, as in this case of 
the Rajah Cheyt Sing. These circun1stallces 111ark, 
that Tan1erlane, however he may be indicated by 
the odious na111es of Tartar and Conq neroI', was no 
barbarian; that the people \vho submitted to him 
did 110t submit with the abject subn1ission of slaves 
to the sword of a conqueror, but admitted a great 
supren1e elnperor, \vho \vas just, prudent, and politic, 
instead of the ferocious, oppressive, lesser l\Iaho111e- 
dan sovereigns, who had before forced their way by 
the sword into the country. 
That country resen1bled 1110re a republic of prin- 
ces \vith a great chief at their head than a territory 
in absolute, uniform, systematic su
jectio11 from one 
end to the other, - in \vhich light 
Ir. Hastings and 
others of late have thought proper to consider it. Àc- 
cording to them, if a subordinate prince, Hke Cheyt 
Sing, was not ready to pay any exorbitant sum on 
instant demand, or sublnit to any extent of fine \vhich 
should be inflicted upon him by the mere will of the 
persoll who caned 'robbery a fine, and \vho took the 
measure uf that fine without either considering the 
means of paying or the degree of delinquency that 
justified it, their properties, liberties, and lives were 
instantly forfeited. The rajahs of that country were 
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armed; they had fortre
ses for their security; they 
had troops. In the receipt of both their own and the 
inlperial revenue, their 
ecurities for justice were in 
their o,vn hallù:-;: Lut the policy of the )Iogul princes 
very rarely led thenl to push that people to such ex- 
tren1ity as it is sup}Jo
ed that on every slight occasion 
'we have a right to push those who are the subjects 
of our pretended conquest. 

Ir. Holwell throws much light on this policy, 
w'hich becanle the standing law of the elnpire. 
In the unfortunate ,val'S ,vhich followed the death 
of )Iauz-o-Din, " Sevajee Cheyt Sing," (the great ra- 
jah ,ve have just Inentioned,) " with a select body of 
Rajpoots, by a "
ell-conducted retreat recovered Agra, 
and was soon after reconciled to the king [the )Iogul] 
and admitted to his favor,-confortllable to the steady 
policy of this goverlllllent, in keeping a good under- 
standing with the principal rajahs, and lllore especially 
with tl
e head of this house, who is ever capable of 
raising and fOlllenting a very formidable party upon 
any intended revolution in this despotic and precari- 
ous 111011archy." 
You see that it was the nlonarchy that was precari- 
ous, 110t the rights of the subordinate chiefs. Your 
Lordships see, that, notwithstanding our ideas of Ori- 
ental despotislu, under the successors of Tanlerlane, 
these principal rajahs, instead. of being called wretch- 
e.
, and treated as such, as 
lr. Hastings has thought 
it l
coming to call and treat them, when they ,vere 
in arms against their sovereign, were regarded with 
respect, and were adn1Ítted to easy reconciliations; 
because, in reality, in their occasional hostilities, 
they" ere not properly rebellious subjects, but prin- 
ces often asserting their natural rights and the just 
constitution of the country. 
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This view of the policy which prevailed during the 
dynasty of Tarnerlalle naturally conducts 1110 to the 
next, which is the fourth era in this history: I Ineal1 
the era of the Emperor .A.kbar. lIe was the first of 
the successors of Tall1el'lane who obtained possession 
of Bengal. It is easy to show of what nature his 
conquest was. It was over the last 
Iaholnedan 
dynasty. He, too, lik
 his predecessor, Ta111erlane, 
conquered the prince, not the country. It is a cer- 
tain In ark that it was not a conquel"ed country in 
the sense in which we conlll1only call a country 
conquered, that the natives, great men and land- 
holders, continued in every part in the possession 
of their estates, and of the jl.lrisdictiolls annexed to 
thein. It is true, that, in the several wars for the 
sucees
ion to the 
Iogul elnpire, and in other of their 
internal \vars, severe revenges were taken, ,vhich bore 
res81nblance to those taken in the wars of the Roses 
in this country, where it 'was the common course, in 
the heat of blood, -" Off ,vith his head! - so lunch 
for Buckingham! " Yet, where the country again re- 
covered its form and settlement, it recovered the spirit 
of a n1Ïld governnlent. Whateyer rigor was used with 
regard to the Mahon1edan adventurers from Persia, 
TtÏrkey, and other parts, who filled the places of ser- 
vile grandeur in the 
Iogul court, the Hindoos were 
a favored, protected, gently treated people. 
The next, which is the fifth era, is a. troubled and 
vexatious period, - the era of the independent Su- 
bahs of Bengal. Five of these snbahs, or viceroYR, 
governed from about the year 1717, or thereabouts. 
They grew into independence partly Ly the calaIni- 
ties and concussions of that empire, ,vhich happened 
during the disputes for the succession of Tamerlane, 
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and partly, and indeed principally, by the great shock 
which the elnpire received w'hen Thaillas Kouli Khân 
broke into that country, carried off its revenues, over- 
turned the thronc. and Inassacred not only many of 
the chief nobility, 'but ahnost all the inhabitants of the 
capital city. This rude shock, which that empire was 
never able to reco\er, enabled the viceroys to become 
independent; but their independence led to their ruin. 
Those who had usurped npon their masters had ser- 
vants who usurped upon them. Aliverdy Khân mur- 
dered his 111aster, and opened a way into Bengal for a 
Lody of foreign in\aders, the 
Iahrattas, who cruelly 
harassed the country for several years. Their retreat 
was at length purchased, and by a sum which is sup- 
posed to aillount to five 111illions sterling. By this 
purchase he secured the exhausted remains of an ex- 
hausted kingdom, and left it to his grandson, Surajah 
Dowlah, in peace and poverty. On the fall of Surajah 
Dowlah, in 17 Ô6, cOlllmenced the last, which is the 
sixth, - the era of the British empire. 
On the fifth dynasty I havc only to remark to your 
Lordships, that at its close the Hindoo chiefs were 
ahllost everywhere found in possession of the coun- 
try; that, although ....\Jiverdy Khân was a cruel tyrant, 
though he was an untitled usurper, though he racked 
and tormented the people under his government, 
urged, however, by an apparent necessity from an 
invading army of one hundred thousand horse in his 
dOlninions, - yet, under hinl, the rajahs still preserved 
their rank, their dignity, their castles, their houses, 
their seigniories, all the insignia of their situation, 
and always the right, sometimes also the means, of 
protecting their subordinate people, till the last and 
unfortunate era of 1756. 
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Through the whole of this sketch of history I wish 
to impress but one great and Ï1nportant truth upon 
your n1inds: nalnelJ', that, through all these revolu- 
tions in gOyernlnellt and changes in po\ver, an Hindoo 
polity, and the spirit of an llilldoo governlnent, did 
more or less exist in that province with \vhich he was 
concerned, until it was finally to be destroyed by Mr. 
Hastings. 


1\1y Lords, I have gone through all the eras prece- 
dent to those of the British power in India, aHd am 
come to the first of those eras. 
Ir. Hastings existed 
in India, and was a servant of the COlnpany before 
that era, and had his education between both. He is 
an antediluvian with regard to the British don1Ïnion 
in Bengal. lie was cocxistent with all the acts and 
1110nUl11cnts of that revolution
 and had no slnall share 
in all the abuses of that abusive period which preceded 
his actual goverluncnt. But as it \vas during that 
transit fron1 Eastern to 'Vestern power that most of 
the abuses had their origin, it will not be perfectly 
easy for your Lordship
 thoroughly to enter into the 
nature and circumstances of thel11 without an expla- 
nation of the principal events that happened froln the 
year 1756 until the comlnencement of 
fr. Hastings's 
governl11ent, - during a good part of \vhich tÏ1ne we 
do not often lose sight of hiln. If I find it agreeable 
to your Lordships, if I find that you wish to know 
these annals of Indian suffering and British delinquen- 
cy, if rou desire that I should unfold the series of the 
transactions froln 175ö to the period of J\Ir. Hastings's 
goVerlllnent in 1771, that you may know how far he 
prol11oted 'what was good, how far he rectified \vhat 
was evil, how far he abstained from inllovation in 
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tyranny, and contented himself with the old stock 
of abuse, your Lordships will have the goodness to 
consult the strength ,vhich from late indisposition 
begins ahnost to fail Iue. And if you think the ex- 
planation is not time lost in .this new world and in 
this now business, I shall venture to sketch out, as 
briefly and with as n1uch perspicuity as I can give 
then1, the leading events of that obscure and perplexed 
period which intervened between the British settle- 
n1ent in 1767 and 
1r. Hastings's governnlent. If I 
should be so happy as to succeed in that attenlpt, your 
Lordships' n1inds will be prepared for hearing this 
causo. Then your Lordships will have a clear view 
of the origin and nature of the abuses which prevailed 
in that governn1ent before 
1r. Hastings obtained his 
greatest power, and since that time; and then we 
shall be able to enter fully and explicitly into the 
nature of the cause: and I should hope that it win 
pave the way and make everything easy for your 
subsequent justice. 
I therefore wish to stop at this period, in which )11'. 
Hastings became active in the service, pretty near the 
time when he began his politìcal career: and here, 
my Lords, I pause, ,vishing your indulgence at such 
titue a
 will suit your convenience for pursuing the 
rest of this eventful history. 
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M y LORDS, - In what I had the honor of laying 
before your Lord
hips yesterday, and in what I 
may further trouble you ,vith to-day, I wish to observe 
a distinction, 'which if I did not lay down so perfectly 
as I ought, I hope I shall now be able to mark it out 
with sufficient exactness and perspicuity. 

'irst, I beg leave to observe that ,vhat I shall think 
necessary to state, as Inatter of prelilninary explana- 
tion, in order to give your Lordships a true idea of 
the scene of action, of the instruments which 
fr. 
Hastings elnployed, and the effects which they pro- 
duced, - all this I ,vish to be distinguished from 
matter brought to criIllinate. Even the matter, as 
stated by me, which may be hereafter brought to 
crinlinate, so far as it falls to my share at present, is 
only to be considered, in this stage of the business, 
as merely illustrative. Your Lordships arc to expect, 
as undoubtedly you ,vill require, substantial nlatter 
of crinlination to he laid open for that purpose at the 
moment when the evidence to each charge is ready to 
be produced to YOll, Thus your Lordship
 will easily 
separate hi
torical illuf'tration froln cl'Ï1ninal opening. 
For in
tance, if I stated yestcnlay to your Lordships, 
as I diù, the tyranny and cruelty of one of the usurp- 



SPEECH IX OPE
IXG. - SECOXD DAY. 397 


lug viceroys, whose usurpation and whose vices led 
the way to the destruction of his country and the 
in trod uction of a foreign power, I do not mean to 
charge 
lr. Hastings ,vith any part of that guilt: 
what bears upon :\11'. Hastings is his having ayowedly 
looked to such a tyrant and such a usurper as his 
lHodel, and followed that pernicious exall1pIe with a 
servile fidelity. When I have endeavored to lay open 
to your Lordships anything abusive, or leading to 
abuse, froln defects or errors in the constitution of 
the Company's service, I did not mean to criminate 

lr. Hastings on any part of those defects and errors: 
I state thelll to show that he took ad vantage of the 
in1perfections of the institution to let in his abuse of 
the power 'with which he was intrusted. If, for a 
further instance, I have stated that in general the ser- 
vice of the India Con1pany ,vas insufficient in legal 
payor en1ülument and abundant in the means of 
illegal profit, I do not state that defect as owing to 

lr. Hastings; but I state it as a fact, to show in what 
n1anner and on what pretences he did, fraudulently, 
corruptly, and for the purposes of his own ambition, 
take advantage of that defect, and, under color of 
reforll1ation, ll1ake an illegal, partial, corrupt rise of 
en10luments to certain favored persons without regard 
to the interests of the service at large, - increasing 
rather than lessening the means of illicit en10hllnent, 
as weU as loading the Company with many heavy and 
ruinous expenses in avowed salaries and allowances. 
Having requested your Lordships to keep. in n1ind, 
\V hich I trust you would do even without my takinf} 
the liberty of suggesting it to you, these necessary 
distinctions, I shall revert to the period at which I 
closed yesterday, that great and memorable period 



398 I1\fPEACHl\IENT OF WARREN HASTINGS. 


which has relnotely given occasion to the trial of this 
day. 


1tf.y Lords, to obtain empire is comn10n; to govern 
it well has been rare indeed. To chastise the guilt 
of those ,vho have been instruments of imperial sway 
over other nations by the high superintending justice 
of the sovereign state has not many striking exan1ples 
among any people. Hitherto we have not furnished 
our contingent to the records of honor . We have 
been confounded with the herd of conquerors. Our 
ùon1inion has been a vulgar thing. But we begin to 
elnerge; and I hope that a severe inspection of our- 
selves, a purification of our own offences, a lustration 
of the exorbitances of our o,vn po\ver, is a glory re- 
served to this tilue, to this nation, and to this august 
tribunal. 
The year 1756 is a Inemorable era in the history 
of the ,vorld: it introduced a new nation from the 
remotest verge of the "\Vestern world, with new man- 
ners, new customs, new institutions, new opinions, 
ne,v laws, into the heart of .Asia. 
My Lords, if, in that part of Asia whose native 
regular governn1ent was then broken up, - if, at the 
mOlnent when it had fallen into darkness and confu- 
sion from having becon1e the prey and almost the sport 
of the alnbitioll of its hOine-born grandees, - if, in that 
gloomy season, a star had risen from the West, that 
"ollld prognosticate a better generation, and would 
shed down the sweet influences of order, peace, sci- 
ence, and security to the natives of that vexed and 
harassed country, we should have been covered wjth 
genuine honor. It would have been a beautiful and 
noble spectacle to mankind. 
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Indeed, sOinething Inight have been expected of 
the kind, when a ne\v don1inion en1anated from a 
learned and enlightened part of the world in the 
most enlightened period of its existence. Still more 
might it have been expected, when that don1Ïllion 
vas 
found to issue from the bosoln of a free country, that 
it would have carried with it the full benefit of the 
vital principle of the British liberty and Constitution, 
though it.s municipal forn1s were; not communicable, 
or at least the advantage of the liberty and spirit 
of the British Constitution. Had this been the case, 
(ala:--! it \vas not,) you would have been sa\?ed the 
trouble of this day. It 111ight have been expected, too, 
that, in that enlightened state of the world, influenced 
by the best religion, and fro In an improved descrip- 
tion of that best religion, (I mean the Christian re- 
forlned religion,) that we should have done honor to 
Europe 1 to letters, to laws, to religion, - done honor 
to all the circnn1stances of which in this island we 
boast ourselves, at the great and critical moment of 
that revol ntion. 
)1y Lords, it has h3ppened otherwise. It is now 
left for us to repair onr former errors. Resuming 
the history where I broke off yesterday by your in- 
dulgence to Iny weakne
s, - Surajah Dowlah ,vas the 
adopted grandson of Aliverdy Khân, a cruel and fe- 
rocious tyrant, the manner of whose acquisition of 
power I haye already stated. He came too young. 
and unexperienced to that throne of usurpation. It 
was a usurpation yet green in the conntrY1 and the 
country felt uneasy under it. It had not the advan- 
tage of that prescriptive TIsage 1 that inveterate habit, 
that traditionary opinio1l 1 which a long continuance 
of any system of government secures to it. The only 
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real security which 
urajah Do\vlah's goVel'lllUcnt 
could possess was the security of an arn1Y. But the 
great ain1 of this prince and his predecessor was to su p- 
ply the weakness of his govennnellt by the strength 
of his purse; he therefore aluassed treasures by all 
ways and on all hands. But as the Indian princes. 
in general, are as unwisely tenacious of their treasure 
as they are rapacious in getting it, the 1110re nloney 
he amassed, the n10re he felt the effects of poverty. 
The consequence was, that their anuies were unpaid, 
and, being unpaid or irregularly paid, ,vere undis- 
ciplined, disorderly, unf
Üthflll. In this situation, a 
young prince, confiding luore in the appearances 
than examining into the reality of things, undertook 
(froln 1110tives which the House of Commons, with 
all their industry to discover the circunlstances, have 
found it difficult to lllake out) to attack a little mis- 
erable trading fort that we had erected at Calcutta. 
He succeeded in that attelnpt only because success 
in that attempt was easy. .A. close imprisonn1ent of 
the whole settlelnent followed, - not owing, I be- 
lieve, to the direct ,vill of the prince, but, what will 
al ways happen when the will of the prince is but too 
HIuch the law, to a gross abuse of his po\ver by his 
lowest servants, - by which one hundred and twenty 
or Inore of our countrynlen perished luiserably in a 
dungeon, by a fate too tragical for me to be desirous 
to rel8te, and too well known to stand in need of it. 
At the time that this event happened, there was at 
the salne tilue a concurrence of other events, which, 
from this partial and 1110luentary weakness, displayed 
the strength of Great Britain in Asia. For S0111e 
years before, th(\ French and English troops began, 
on the coast of Corolnalldel, to exhibit the power, 
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force, and efficacy of European discipline. As we 
daily looked for a war with France, our settlements 
on that coast ,vere in some degree armed. Lord 
Pigot, then Go-vernor of 
Iadras, - Lord Pigot, the 
preserver and the victim of the British donlÍnion in 
Asia, - detached such of the COl11pallY's force as 
could be collected and spared, and such of his )Iaj- 
esty's ships as were on that station, to the assistance 
of Calcutta. ...
lld - to hasten' this history to its 
conclusion - the daring and cOllllllallding genius of 
Clive, the patient and firm ability of 'Yatson, the 
treachery of 
Iir J affier, and the battle of Plassey 
gave us at once the patronage of a kingdom and the 
cOlll111and of all its treasures. 'Ve negotiated with 

[ir J affier for the vice royal throne of his III as tel' . 
On that throne we seated him. .And ,ve obtained, on 
our part, in1111ense sunlS of I11oney. We obta.ined a 
11lillion sterling for the C01l1pany, upwards of a Il1il- 
lion for individuals, in the whole a sum of about two 
nlÍlliolls two hundred and thirty thousand pounds for 
various purposes, from the prince whonl we had set 
up. 'Ye obtained, too, the tOWl1 of Calcutta l110re 
c0l11pletely than we had before possessed it, and the 
twenty-four districts adjoining. This was the first 
sll1all seminal principle of the immense territorial 
acquisitions we have since made in India. 

Iany CirCUl1lstances of this acquisition I pass by. 
There is a sacred ,.eil to be dra Wl1 over the begin- 
nings of all go-VerIllllents. Ours in India had an 
origin like those which ti111e has sanctified by obscu- 
rity. TiIne, in the origin of most governments, has 
thrown this mysterious veil over them; prudence 
and discretion make it necessary to throw something 
of the saIne drapery over more recent foundations, in 
VOL. IX. 26 
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which otherwise the fortune, the genius, the talents, 
and ll1ilitary virtue of this nation never shone 1110re 
conspicuously. But \vhatever necessity 111ight hide 
or excuse or palliate, in the acquisitio1Ï of power, a 
wise nation, \vhen it has once luade a revolution np- 
on its O\Vll principles and for its own ends, rests there. 
The first step to empire is revolution, by \vhich power 
is conferred; the'next is good hrws, good order, gooq 
institutions, to give that power stahility. I al11 sorry 
to say that the reverse of this policy was the princi- 
ple on which the gentle111en i11 India acted. It was 

uch as tended to 111ake the new goVerIllnent as un- 
stable as the old. By the vast sums of 1110ney ac- 
quired by individuals upon this occasion, by the i111- 
nlense sudden prodigies of fortune, it was discovered 
that a revolution in Bengal was a 111ine 111uch 1110re 
easily worked and infinitely 1110re productive than 
the mines of Potosi and 1tlexico. It was found that 
the work was not only very lucrative, but not at all 
difficult. 'Vhcre Clive forded a deep water upon an 
unknown bottOll1, he left a bridge for his successors, 
over which the lame could hobble and' the blind 
111ight grope their way. There was not at that time 
a knot of clerks in a counting-house, there was not 
a captain of a band of ragged topasses, that looked 
for anything less than the deposition of subahs and 
the sale of kingdoms. Accordingly, this revolution, 
which ought to have precluded other revolutions, Ull- 
fortunately becalne fruitful of the111; and when Lord 
CliV0 returned to Europe, to enjoy his fa111e and for- 
tune in his own country, there arose another descrip- 
tion of lllen, who thought that a revolution might bf' 
made upon his revolution, and as lucrative to them 
as his was to the first projectors. Scarcely was Mir 
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Jaffier, Lord Cliye's nahob, seated on his musnud, 
than they iml11ediately, or in a short th11e, projected 
another revolution, a revolution 'which was to unset- 
tle all the f01'111er had settled, a revolution to make 
way for new di
turbances and new "aI'S, and which 
led to that long chain of peculation which ever since 
ha
 affiicted and oppressed Bengal. 
If ever there "
as a til11e when Bengal should have 
ha(l re
pite frolH internal reYolution
, it was this. 
The goyeruor forced upon the natives was now up- 
on the throne. ..1.11 the great lord
 of the country, 
both Gen toos and :.\faholnedaus, 'were uneasy, discon- 
tcnted, and disohedient, and somc absolutely in arms, 
and refusing to recognize the prince we had set up. 
An iuu11inent inva
ion of the 
lahrattas, an actual 
iuvasion headed hy the 
on of the 
Iogul, the reve- 
nues on account of the late shock very ill collected 
even where the country "as in SOlne apparcnt quiet, 
an hungry treasury at Calcutta, an elnpty treasury at 
)Ioorshedabad, - everything denlanded tranquillity, 
and with it order and econolny. In this situation 
it w.as resolved to Inake a ne\v and entirely merce- 
nary revolution, and to set up to sale the govern- 
l11ent, secured to its present possessor by every tie 
of public faith and every sacred obligation which 
could bind or influence Inankind. This second 
revolution fornls that period in the Bengal history 
which had the Inost direct influence upon all the 
subsequent transactions. It introduces son1e of the 
persons who were 1110st active ill the succeeding 
scenes, and from that time to this has given its 
tone and character to the British affairs and gov- 
erllll1ent. It 11larks and specifies the origin and 
true principle of all the abuses which ],11'. Haf5t. 



404 Il\IPEACHl\IEKT OF \Y ÁRREN HASTINGS. 


ings was afterwards appointed to correct, and which 
the COlnmons charge that he continued and aggra- 
vated: nan1ely, the venal dopositions and venal ex- 
altations of the country powers; the taking of bribes 
and corrupt presents fron1 all parties in those 
changes; the vitiating and maÜning the Company's 
records; the suppression of public correspondence; 
corrupt conlbillations and conspiracies; perfidy in 
negotiation established into principle; acts of the 
most atrocious wickedness justified upon purity of 
intention; mock-trials and collusive acquittals among 
the parties in COlnn10n guilt; and in the end, the 
Court of Directors En pportillg the scandalous breach 
of their own orders. I shall state the particulars 
of this second revolution more at large. 
Soon after the revolution which had seated l\fir 
J affier on the viceroyal throne, the spirit of the 

Iogul en1pire began, as it were, to make one faint 
struggle before it finally expired. The then heir 
to that throne, escaping from the hands of those 
who had held his father prisoner, had put hhnself 
at the head of several chiefs collected under the 
standard of his house, and appeared in force on the 
frontiers of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, upon 
both which he made some impression. This alanu- 
ed the new powers, the Nabob l\fir Jaffier, and the 
Presidency of Calcutta; and as in a common cause, 
and by the tern1S of their mutual alliance, they took 
the field against hin1. The Nabob's eldest son and 
heir-apparent con1111anded in chief. l\fajor Calliand 
comluanded the English forces under the govern- 
ment of Calcutta. 1\11'. Holwell was in the tempo- 
rary possession of the Presidency. Mr. Vansittart 
was hourly expected to supersede him. l\fr. Warren 
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Bastings, a young gentleman about twenty-seven 
years of age, was Resident for the Conlpany at the 
durbar, or court, of l\Iir Jaffier, our new-created 
Nabob of Bengal, allied to this country by the most 
solonl11 treaties that can bind men; for ,vhich trea- 
ties he had paid, and was then paying, inunense 
sums of nloney. 1\11' . Warren Hastings ,vas the 
pledge in his hands for the honor of the British na- 
tion, and their fidelity to their engagements. 
In this situation, )11'. IIolwell, ,vhom the terrible 
exrunple of the Black Hole at Calcutta had not 
cnred of ambition, thought an hour ,vas not to be 
lost in accolnplishing a revolution and selling the 
reigning Nabob. 
)ly Lords, there was in the house of Mil' Jaffier, 
ill his court, and in his fan1ily, a Inan o( an intrigu- 
ing, crafty, subtle, and at the 

mnle tÏ1ne bold, dar- 
ing, desperate, Lloody, and ferocious character, called 
Co
siln .Ali I
hân. He was the son-in-law of )Iir 
J affier; and he luade no other use of this affinity 
than to find sonle l1leanS to dethrone and to Inurder 
hinl. This was the person in whose school of politics 
)11', Ha:,tings Inac1e his first studies, and whose con- 
duct he quotes as his exaulple, and for whose friends, 
agent
, and favorites he has always shown a 111arked 
predilection. This dangerous Ulan 'was not long 
"rithout finding persons who observed his talents with 
adnlÌration, and who thought fit to eluploy hin1. 
The Council at Calcutta was divided into two de- 
partnlents: one, the Council in general; the other a 
Select COll1mittee, ,vhich they had arranged for the 
better carrying on their political affairs. But the Se- 
lect COlnnlittee had no power of acting wholly with- 
out the Council at large, - at least, finally and con- 
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elusively. The Select COl1unittee thought otherwise. 
Behveen these litigant parties for power I shall not 
detern1ine on the nlerits, - thinking of nothing but 
the use that ,vas Blade of the power, to \VhOlllSoever 
it belonged. This Secret Conllnitt
e, then, without 
cOlnmunicatillg with the rest of the Council, formed 
the plan for a second revolution. But the concur- 
rence of 1\lajor Calliaud, who conlnlanded the Briti
h 
troops, was essential to the purpose, as it could not 
be a.ccolnpli
hed 'without force. 
Ir. IIastings's as- 
sistance was necessary, as it could not be aCCOln- 
plished ,vithout treachery. 
These are the parties concerned in the intended 
revolution. 1\[1'. IIolwell, who considered himself in 
possession only of tenlporary power, ,vas urged to pre- 
cipitate the business; for if 1\11'. Vansittart should ar- 
rive before his plot could be finally put into execu- 
tion, he ,vonld have all the leading advantages of it, 
and 1\11'. IIolwell would be considered only as a sec- 
ondary instru1nent. But ,vhilst 1\11'. IIolwell, ,vho 
originally conceived this plot, urged forward the exe- 
cution of it, in order that the chief share of the prof- 
its n1Ïght fall to hiIn, the l\fajor, and po
sibly the 
Resident, held back, till they 1night receive the sanc- 
tion of the perlnanent governor, ,vho ,vas hourly ex- 
pected, with ,vhon1 one of the1n was connected, and 
who was to carry ,vith hiln the whole weight of the 
authority of this killgdoln. This difference produced 
discussions. Holwell endeavored by his correspond- 
ence to stilnulate Calliaud to this enterprise, which 
without hÏ1n could not be undertaken at all. But 
Major Calliaud had different views. He concurred 
inwardly, as he tells us hin1self, in all the principles 
of this intended revolution, in the propriety and ne- 
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cessity of it. He only wished delay. But he gave 
such powerful, solid, and satisfactory reasons, not 
against the delay, but the very merits of the design 
itself, exposing the injustice and the danger of it, 
and the inlpossibility of 111ending by it their condition 
in a.ny respect, as nlust haye danuled it in, the 11linds 
oî all rational nlCI1: at least it ought to have dan1ned 
it fore'
er in his O'V11. But you will see that Hol- 
well persevered in his plan, and that )lajor Calliaud 
thought two things necessary: first, not ,vholly to 
destro}" the scheille, ,,
hich he tells us he always ap- 
proved, but to postpone the execution, - and in the 
11lean tinle to delude the X abob by the n10st strong, 
direct, and sanguine assurances of friendship and 
protcction that it was possible to give to man. . 
'Y]1ÏIst the projectcd reyolution stood suspended,- 
,,
hilst )11'. Hohvell urged it forward, and 
Ir. Vansit- 
tart "as expccted cvery day to give it effect, - "hilst 
)Iajol' Calliaud, ,vith this design of ruining the Nabob 
lodged in his breast, suspended in execution, aud 
condenuled in principle, kept the fairest face and the 
nlo
t confidential interyiews "ith that unfortunate 
prince and his SOIl, - as the operations of the cam- 
paign relaxed, the anny drew. near to )Ioorshedabad, 
the capital, when a truly extraorùinary scene hap- 
pened, such I al11 sure the English annals before that 
tilne had furnished no exanlple of, nor will, I trust, 
in fu+ure. I shall state it as one piece fro1l1 begin- 
Bing to end, reserving the events ,vhich intervened; 
because, as I do not produce any part of this series 
for the gratification of historical curiosity, the con- 
texture is necessary to delnollstrate to your Lordships 
the spirit of our nengal politics, and the necessity of 
some ot
ler sort of judicial inquiries than those which 
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that governnlent institute for then1
elves. The trans- 
action so Inanifestly marks the character of the whole 
proceeding that I hope I shaH not be blamed for 
suspending for a moment the narrative of the steps 
taken towards the revolution, that yon n1ay see the 
whole of this episode together, - that by it you may 
judge of the causes which led progre-ssively to the 
state in \vhich the Company's affairs stood, \vhen 
Ir. 
Hastings ,vas sent for the express purpose of reform- 
ing it. 
The bUfoIiness I anl going to enter into is commonly 
known by the name of the Story of the Three Seals. 
It is to be found in the Appendix, No. 10, to the 
First Report of the state and condition of the East 
India Company, made in 1773. The word Report, 
my Lords, is sometimes a little equivocal, and }11ay 
signify sonletil11es, not what is Inade known, but what 
ren1ains in obscurity: the detail and evidence of many 
facts referred to in the Report being usually thrown 
, into the .A..ppendix. 1tlany people, and I among the 
rest, (I take shame to myself for it,) may not have 
ftilly exan1Ïned that ...\ppendix. I was not a member 
of eithei" of the India cOllunittees of 1773. It is not, 
indeed, till \vithin this year that I have been thor- 
oughly acquainted with that memorable history of the 
Three Seals. 
The history is this. In the year 1760 the allies 
'were in the conrse of operations against the son 
of the 
Iogul, now the present 1tlogul, who, as I 
have already stated, had made an irruption into 
the kingdolll of Balu\.r, in order to reduce the lo\ver 
provinces to his obedience. The parties opposing 
hinl ,yere the Nabob of Bengal and the COlnpany's 
troops under 
fajor Calliaud. It was whilst they 
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faced the con1mo.n enen1Y as one body, this negotia- 
tion for the de
truction of the X abob of Bengal by 
his faithful allies of the COlnpany was going on 
with diligence. 
\.t that tilne the Nabob's son, )lee- 
ran, a youth in the flower of his age, bold, vigorous, 
lctive, full of the politics in which those who are 
versed in usurpation are never wanting, con11nand- 
ed the arnlY under his father, but was in reality the 
efficient person in all things. 

\.bout the 15th of ...-\.pril, 1760, as I have it from )la- 
jor Calliaud's letter of that date, the Xabob canle into 
hi
 tent, and, w"ith looks of the utInost elnbarraS
lnent, 
hig ,vith SOlne design ,vhich s,,"elled his bosonl, son1e- 
thing that was too large and burden
onle to conceal, 
and yet too critical to be told, appeared to be in a 
state of great distraction. The )lajor, seeing hin1 
in this condition, kindly, gently, like a fast and sure 
friend, enlployed (to u
e his own expression) some of 
those assurances that tend to rnake men fully open their 
l
ea1'ts
' and accordingly, fortified by his assurances, 
and willing to disburden hilnself of the. secret that 
oppres
ed hinI, he opens his heart to the cOlnn1and- 
ing officer of his new friends, allies, and protectors. 
The X abob, tln1S assured, did open hiInself, and ill- 
forn1ed )Iajor Calliaud that he had just receiyed a 
message froni the Prince, or his principal minister, 
infornling hill1 that the Prince Royal, now the 
Iogul, 
had an intention (as, indeed, he rationally n1Ïght, 
supposing that we were as well disposed to him as 
we showed ourselves afterwards) to surrender hinl- 
self into the hands of hin1, the Kabob, but at the 
saIne time wished, as a guaranty, that the comnlander- 
in-chief of the English forc,es should give him seCll- 
rity for his life and his honor, when he should in 
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that manner surrender hÏ1nself to the X abob. I do 
not mean, ll1Y Lords, by surrendering, that it was 
supposed he intended to surrcnder hÏ1nself prisoner 
of 'war, but as a soyereign dubious of the fidelity of 
those about him would pnt hÏ1nself into the hands 
of his faithful subjects, of those who clailued to de- 
rive all their power, as Loth ,ve and the Nabob did, 
under his authority. The N abou stated to the Eng- 
lish general, that without this English security the 
Prince ,vould not deliver hinlself into his hands. 
Here he confessed he found a difficulty. For the 
giying this faith, if it ,vere kept, ,vould defeat his 
ultin1ate view, ,vhich ,vas, when the Prince had de- 
livered hilnself into his hands, in plain tern1S to 
Inurder him. This grand act could not be accom- 
plished without the English general. In the first 
place, the Prince, ,vithout the English security, would 
not deliver himself into the :Kabob's hands; and af- 
terwards, ,vithout the English concurrence, he could 
not be 11111rdered. These ,vere difficulties that pressed 
upon the lnind of the Nabob. 
The English C0l11nIander heard this astonishing 
proposition ,vithout any apparent el11otion. Being 
a 111an habituated to great affairs, versed in revolu- 
tions, and with a mind fortified against extraordinary 
events, he heard it and answered it without showing 
any signs of abhorrence or detestation., - at the same 
tinle with a protestation that he would indeed serve 
hÏ1n, the Nabob, but it should be upon such terms 
as honor and justice could support: informing hiln, . 
that an assurance for the Prince's safety could not 
be given by him, until he had consulted l\Ir. Holwell, 
who was Governor, and his superior. 
This conversation passed in the morning. On that 
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very luorning, and ,,
l1ilst the transaction was hot, 

1ajor Calliaud ,vrites to 1\11'. Holwell an account of 
it. In his letter he infornls hil11 that he Inade an 
inquiry, ,vithout stating from "ThoIn, but that he did 
ÏIH]uire the probability of the Kabob's getting posses- 
sion of the Prince froin some persons, ,vho assured 
hinl that thcre was no probability of the Prince's in- 
tentioll to deliver hÏInself to the Kabob on any tenns. 
Be that as it Inay, it is hnpossible not to reulark that 
the "yhole transaction of the Inorning of the 15th of 
April "Tas not yery discouraging to the Nabob, - not 
such as w"ould induce hiln to consider this 1110St de- 
testable of all projects as a thing utterly unfeasible, 
and as such to abandon it. The evening canIe on 
w'ithout anything to alter his opinion. 
1ajor Cal- 
liaud that e,ycning cal11e to the X abob's tent to ar- 
range ::;OllIÜ l11atter8 relative to the approaching calll- 
paign. The business soon ended with regard to the 
calnpaip;n; but the proposal of the Inorning to )1ajor 
Calliaud, as nlÌght be expected to happen, ,vas in 
effect renewed. Indeeà, the fonn was a little dif- 
ferent; but the substantial part remained the saIne. 
Your Lordships will see what these alterations were. 
In the evening scene the persons were Inore nu- 
11lerous. On the part of the Conlpany, )1ajor Calli- 
aud, 
1r. Lushington, )11'. Knox, and the al11bassador 
at the Nabob's court, )11'. 'Varrcn Hastings. On the 
part of the 
1oorish governnlent, the X abob hhuself, 
his son )[eeran, a Persian secretary, and the X abob's 
head spy, an officer well known in that part of the 
\'
orld, and of S01l1e rank. These were the persons 
of the dl'alUa in the evening scene. The X ahoh and 
his son did not "yait for the Prince's conllllitting hinI- 
self to their faith, ,vhich, it seenIS, )lajor Calliaud 
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did not think likely to happen; so that one act of 
treachery is saved: but another opened of as ex-. 
traordinary a nature. Intent and eager on the exe- 
cution, and the Inore certain, of their design, they ac- 
cepted the plan of a 'wicked wretch, principal servant 
of the then prhne-lninister to the 
Iogul, or theln- 
selves suggested it to hiln. A person called Conery, 
de\van or principal ste\vard to Calngar Khân, a great 
chief in the service of the Shahzada, or Prince, 
(no\v the Great 1.Iogul, the sovereign under wholn 
the COlnpany holds their charter,) llad, it seen1s, 
made a proposal to the Nabob, that, if a considera- 
ble territory then held by his lTIaster was assured 
to hiln, and a reward of a lac of rupees (ten or 
twelve thousand pounds) secured to hiIn, he would 
for that consideration deliver the Prince, the eldest 
son of the l\Iogul, alive into the hands of the Nabob; 
or if that could not be effected, he engaged to Inur- 
del' hinl for the san1e reward. But as the assassin 
could not rely on the Nabob and his son for his re- 
ward for this Ineritorious action, and thought better 
of English honor and fidelity in such delicate cases, 
he required that 
Iajor Calliaud should set his seal 
to the agreen1ent. This proposition was nlade to an 
English conllnander: 'what discourse happened up- 
on it is uncertain. 
Ir. Hastings is stated by SOlne 
evidence to have acted as interpreter in this InelTI- 
orable congress. But 
Iajor Calliaud agreed to it 
\vithont any difficulty. Accordingly, an instrulnent 
,vas drawn, an indenture tripartite prepared by the 
Persian secretary, securing to the party the reward 
of this illfalnous, perfidious, Inurderous act. First, 
the Nabob put his own seal to the Inurder. The 
Nabob's son, Meeran, affixed his seal. A third seal, 
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the 1110st inlportant of all, was yet wanting. .Å pause 
ensued: 1fajor Calliaud's seal was not at hand; 
but 
Ir. Lushington was sent near half a nlile to 
bring it. It 'was brought at length; and the instru- 
ment of blood and treachery ,vas cOlnpletely execut- 
ed. Three seals were set to it. 
This business of the three seals, by some 111eans not 
quite fully explained, but (as suspected by the parties) 
by means of the inforillation of 
Ir. Holwell, who soon 
after caine hOlne, was conveyed to the ears of the 
Court of Directors. The Court of Directors wrote 
out, under date of the 7th of October, 1761, .within a 
Ii ttle IHore than a year after this extraordinary trans- 
action, to this effect: - that, in conjunction with the 
Nabob, 
Iajor Calliaud had signed a paper offering a 
re'ward of a lac of rupees, or sonle such Slun, to sev- 
eral black persons, for the assassination of the Shah- 
zada, or Prince heir-apparent, - which paper was of- 
fered to the then Chief of Patna to sign, but which 
he refused on account of the infalny of the measure. 
As it appeared in the saIne light to them, the Direc- 
tors, they ordered a strict inquiry into it. The India 
COlnpany, who here did their duty with apparent man- 
liness and vigor, were resoh"ed, however, to do it with 
gentleness, and to proceed in a manner that could not 
produce any serious Inischief to the parties charged; 
for they directed the comlnission of inquiry to the 
very clan and set of people who, frOlll a participation 
in their common offences, stood in awe of one an- 
other, - in effect, to the parties in the transaction. 
Without a prosecutor, without an impartial director 
of the inquiry, they left it substantially to those per- 
sons to try one another for their common acts. 
Here I COlne upon the principle which I wish most 
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strongly to Inark to your Lordships: I ll1ean collu- 
fSiye trials and collusive acquittals. 'Vhell this lnatter 
calno to be exalnilled, according to the ordei:s of the 
Court, which ,vas on the 4th of October, 1762, the 
Council consisted of Peter 
Iaguire, 'Yarren Hastings, 
and IIugh 'V atts. 
Ir. I-Iastings had by this tilne ac- 
cOll1plisheù the business of Resident with the Nabob, 
and had taken the scat to \vhich his seniority entitled 
hiln in Council. Here a difficulty arose in liJnine. 

Ir. IIastings ,vas represented to have acted as inter- 
preter in this business; he ,vas therefore hiIl1self an 
object of tbe inquisition; he was doubtful as eyidellce ; 
he was disqualified as a judge. It likewise appeared 
that there luight be SOlne objection to others whose 
evidence was "ranting, but who were thell1selyes con- 
cerned 
n the guilt. 
Ir. Lushington's evidence 
would be useful, but there were t\VO circun1stances 
rather unlucky. First, he had put the seal to the in.. 
strulnent of 111Ùrùer; and, secondly, and what was 
Il10St Inatcrial, he had Illade an affidavit at Patna, 
whilst the affair ,vas green and recent, that he had 
dune so; and in the saIne affidavit had deposed that 
'Yarren I-Iastings ,vas interpreter in that transaction. 
11ere were difficulties hoth on hiln and 1.11'. Hastings. 
The question ,vas, ho,v to get 
Ir. IIastings, the inter- 
preteI', out of his interpretation, and to put hilll upon 
the scat of judgillent. It 'was effected, ho,vever, and 
the Inanuer in \vhich it ,vas effected was sOlllething 
curious. 
Ir. Lushington, who by this tilne was got 
cOlnpletcly over, himself tells you that in conferences 
,vith ßlajor Calliaud, and by argull1Cnts and reasons 
by hiln delivered, he ,vas persuaded to unsay his 
sweariug, and to declare that he believed that the 
affidavit which he made at Patna, and while the 
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transaction was recent or n
arly recent, lnust be a 
nlistake: that }-le believed (,vhat is alllazing indeed for 
any Lelief) that not 
[r. Hastings, but he hinlself, 
interpreted. 
Ir. Lushington conlpletely loses his O'V11 
Ine1l10ry, and he accepts an offered, a given 111 e1110ry , 
a Inenlory supplied to hiln by a party in the transac- 
tion. By this operation all difficulties are rell1oved: 

Ir. Hastings is at once put into the capacity of a 
judge. He is declared by 
lr. Lu
hington not to have 
been an interpreter in the transaction. ...\fter this, 

Ir. IIa
tings is hinlself exanlÌned. Your Lordships 
will look at the transaction at your leisure, and I 
think you will consider it as a pattern for inquiries 
of this kind. .:\11'. IIastings is exan1ined: he does 110t 
recollect. His 111enlory also fails on a business in 
which it is not easy to suppose a nlan could be doubt- 
ful, - whether he was pre
ent or not: he thinks he 
,vas not there, - for that, if he had been there, and 
acted as interpreter, he could not have forgot it. 
I think it is pretty nearly as I state it: if I have 
fallen into any error or inaccuracy, it is easily recti- 
fied; for here is the state of the tranf.:actiOll given by 
the parties theillsehycs. On this inaccurate Il1en10ry 
of )11'. Hastings, not venturing, however, to say posi- 
tively that he was not the interpreter, or that he \\yas 
not present, he is discharged fronl being an acconl- 
plice, - he is reuloved fro1l1 the bar, and leaps upon 
the seat of justice. The court thus c011lpleted, 
lajor 
Calliaud COlnes nlanfully forward to 11lake his defence. 

Ir. Lushington is taken off his back in the l11anne1"" 
we have seen, and no one person reluains but Cap- 
tain Knox. Now, if Captain Knox was there and 
assenting, he is an accolllplice too. Captain Knox 
asserts, that, at the consultation about the lllurder, he 
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said it ,vas a pity to cut off so fine a young fellow 
in such a Inanllcr, -lneaning that fille young fello\v 
the Prince, the descendant of Tan1erlalle, the present 
reigning 
Ioglll, fronI \vhon1 the COlnpany derive their 
present charter. The purpose to be served by this 
declaration, if it had any purpose, was, that Captain 
Knox did not assent to the murder, and that there- 
fore his evidence n1ight be valid. 
The defence set up by ßlajor Calliaud was to this 
effect. lIe ,vas apprehensive, he said, that the Nabob 
'was alarnled at the violent designs that were fornled 
against hin1 by ßfr. Holwell, and that therefore, to 
quiet his mind, (to quiet it by a proposition COIn- 
pounded of murder and treason, - an odd kind of 
Inilld he had that was to be quieted by such means!) 
- but to quiet his 111ind, and to sho\v that the Eng- 
lish ,vere willing to go all lengths with hiln, to sell 
body and soul to hiIu, he did put his seal to this 
extraordinary agreenlent, he put his seal to this won- 
derful paper. He likewise stated, that he was of 
opinion at the tilne that nothing at all sinister could 
happen froln it, that no such 111urder was likely to 
take place, whatever might be the intention of the 
parties. In fact, he had very luckily said in a lettor 
of his, written a day after the setting the seal, "I 
think nothing will come of this matter, but it is 
no hanll to try." This experin1ental treache.ry, and 
these essays of conditional murder, appeared to him 
good enough to make a trial of; but at the saIne tinle 
he was afraid nothing would C0111e of it. In general, 
the whole gest of his defence COlnes to one point, in 
which he persists, - that, whatever the act might 
be, his mind is clear: "
fy hands are guilty, but my 
heart is free." IIe conceived that it would be very 
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llnproper, undoubtedly, to do such an act, if he sus- 
pected anything could happen froll1 it: he, however, 
let the thing out of his own hands; he put it into the 
hands of others; he pH t the conllnission in to the hands 
of a ll1urderer. The fact was not denied; it was fully 
before these severe judges. The extenuation was the 
purity of his heart, and the bad situation of the Conl- 
pany's affairs, - the perpetual plea, 'which your Lord- 
ships \yill hear of forever, and which if it will justify 
evil actions, they 'will take good care that the nlo
t 
nefarious of their deeds shall never want a sufficicnt 
justification. But then he calls upon his life and his 
character to oppose to his seal; and though he has 
declared that 
lr. Holwell had iutended ill to the Ka- 
bob, and that he appro\yed of those ll1easures, and only 
postponed thern, yet he thought it nece
sary, he says, 
to quiet the fears of the X abob; and fr0111 this lllotive 
he did an act abhorrent to hb nature, and which, he 
says, he expressed his abhorrence of the 1110rning af- 
ter he signed it: not that he did so; but if he had, I 
belie\ye it would only have Inade the thing so 111any 
degrees worse. Y O
ll' Lordships will observe, that, in 
this conference, as stated by hÏlnself, these reasons 
and apologies for it did not appear, nor did they ap- 
pear in the letter, 1101' anywhere else, till next year, 
when he calne upon hi,; .trial. Then it was Ïlnilledi- 
atcly recollected that )11'. Holwell's designs were so 
wicked thcy certainly HUlst Le known to the 1\ aboh, 
though he never 111cntioned theln in the conference 
of thc 1110rning or the eyening of the 15th; yet such 
was now' the 'weight and prevalence of then1 npon the 
)[ajo1'"s n1Ïnd, that he calls upon )11'. H3.stings to 
know whether the X ahob was not infonned of these 
designs of )11'. IIolwell against him. 
Ir. Hastings's. 
VOL, IX, 27 
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merllory was not quite correct upon the occasion. 
He does not recollect anything of the Inatter. He 
certainly sccn1S not to thillk that he ever 11lentioned 
it to the Nabob, or the Nabob to hi1l1; but he does 
recollect, he thinks, speaking sornething to S01l1e of 
the X ahob's attendants upon it, and further this de- 
ponen t sayeth not. On this state of things, narnely, 
t1H
 purity of intention, the necessities of the CornpallY, 
the propriety of keeping the N ahob in perfect good- 
humor and rernoving suspicions froln his 111ind, which 
sllspiciolls he had never expressed, they carne to the 
resolution I shall have the hOllOI' to read to you: 
"That the representation, given in the said defence, 
of the state of the affairs of the, country at that thne" 
(that is, about the lllonth of .April, 1760) "is true 
and just" (that is, the had state of the country, 
which we shall consider hereafter); "that, in such 
circurnstances, the 
ahob's urgent account of his own 
distresses, the Colonel's desire of rnakillg hÎln èasy," 
(for here is a recapi tulatioll of the whole defence,) 
"as the first thing necessary for the good of the ser- 
vice, and the suddennes
 of the tl
illg proposed, might 
deprive hin1 for a moment of his recollection, and 
surprise hiIn into a rncasure which, as to the n1eas- 
ure itself, he could not approve. That such only 
wel'e the n10tives which did or could influence Colonel 
Calliaud to assent to the proposal is fully evinced by 
the deposition ,of Captain !(llOX and ßfr. Lushingtoll, 
that his [Oalliaud' s] con
eience, at the time, never 're- 
proached him ?!'ith a bad de:sign." 
Your Lordships have heard of the testirnony of a 
person to his own conscience; hut the testinlony of an- 
other 111fUl to any one's eOll
ciellce - this is the first 
tilHe, I believe, it ever api" 'ared ill a judicial procecd- 
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ing. It is natural to say, "1\ly conscience acquits 
me of it"; but tlzey declare, that "his conscience 
never reproached him ,vith a bad design, and there- 
fore, upon the whole, they are satisfied that his inten- 
tion was good, though he erred in the measure." 
I beg leave to state one thing that escaped me: 
that the Nabob, who was one of the parties to the 
design, was, at the tilne of the inquiry, a sort of 
prisoner or an exile at Calcutta; that his moorzshee 
was there, or might have been had; and that his spy 
was likewise there; and that they, though parties to 
this transaction, were never called to account for it 
in any sense or in any degree, or to show how far it 
was necessary to quiet the Nabob's n1ind. 
The acconlplices, by acquitting hilll upon their tes- 
ti111011Y to his conscience, did their business nobly. 
But the good Court of Directors, who were so easily 
satisfied, so ready to condelnn at the first proposition 
and so ready after,vards to acquit, pnt the last fin- 
ishing hand of a Inaster to it. For the accomplices 
acquit hhn of evil intentions and excuse his act. 
The Court of Directors, disapproving indeed the 
Ineasure, but receiving the testin10ny of his con- 
science in justification of his conduct, and taking 
up the whole ground, honorably acquit hinl, and 
cOlnn1end this action as an instance of heroic zeal 
in. their service. · 
The great end and purpose for which I produce 
this to your Lordships is to show you the necessity 
there is for other inquiries, other trials, other acquit- 
tals of parties, than those made by a collusiye clan 
abroad, or by the Directors at home, ,vho had required 
the parties to inquire of then1selves, and to take the 
testitnony of the judges at second-hand, as to the 
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conscience of the party accused, respecting acts which 
neither they nor any luan living ca
 look upon but 
with horror. 
- I have troubled your Lordships with the story of 
the Three Seals,. as a specÏ1uen of the then state of 
the service, and the politics of the servants, civil and 
military, in the horrid abuses ,vhich then prevailed, 
and which render at length the most rigorous refor- 
mation necessary. I close this episode to reSlune 
the proceedings at the second revolution. 
This affair of the tlll
ee seals was, we have seen, 
to quiet the fears of the Nabob. His fears it was 
indeed necessary to quiet; for your Lordships ,vill 
see that the nlan ,vhose fears were to be set asleep 
by ]'fajor Calliaud's offering him, in a schenlo for 
nlurdering his sovereign, an odd sort of opiate, 
made up of -blood and treason, was now in a fair 
way of being murdered hilnself by the machina- 
tions of hÍ1n whose seal was set to his murderous 
security of peace, and by those his accomplices, 1101- 
well and Hastings: at least they resolved to put hitn 
in a situation ill which his nlurder was in a luanneI' 
inevitaùle, as you ,vill see in the sequel of the trans- 
action. Now the plan proceeds. The parties contin- 
ued in the canlp; but there was another remora. To 
relnove a nabob and to create a revolution is not 
easy: houses are strong ,vho havé sons grown up with 
vigor and fitness for the C01111Uand of armies. Thoy . 
are not easily overturned by removing the principal, 
unless the secondary is got rid of: and if this remora 
could be ren10ved, everything ,vas going on in a happy 
way in the business. This plan, ,vhich 1l0'V (that is, 
about the n10nth of July) began to get into great 
ripeness and forwardness, )11'. Hohvell urged forward, 
l\{r. Vallsittart being hourly expected. 
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I do not know whether I am going to state a thing, 
though it is upón the records, which ,villllot have too 
theatrical an appearance for the grave state in ,vhich 
we are. But here it is, - the difficulty, the knot, and 
the solution, as recorded by the parties themselves. 
It ,vas the object of this bold, desperate, designing 
lilan, CossÍlu Ali !Chân, who aimed at everything, 
and who scrupled not to do anything in attaining 
w'hat he ai111ed at, to be appointed the lieutenant of 
the Nabob Jaffier Ali, and thus to get possession of 
his office during his lifeti111e under that nanIe, with a 
design of 111urdering hin1: for that office, according to 
many usages of that country, totally supersedes the 
authority of the first Inagistrate, renders him a ci- 
pher in his hand, gives the adlninistration of his affairs 
and cOlllllland of his troops to the lieutenant. It was 
a part of his plan, that lie was, after hii appointlnent 
to the lieutenancy, to be nailled to the succession of 
the Nabob, who had several other children; but the 
eldest son stood in the way. 
But a
 things hastened to a crisis, this difficulty was 
removed in the 1110st extraordinary and providential 
unheard-of manner, by the most extraordinary event 
that, I believe, is recorded in history. Just in the 
nick of tin1e, in the moment of projection, on the 3d 
of July, this Prince 
Ieeran, in the flower of his age, 
bold, active, enterprising, lying asleep in his tent, is 
. sudrlenly, without anyone's knowing it, without any 
alarnl or Inenace in the heavens that ever was heard 
of or lllentioned, without anyone ,vhatever being 
hurt or even alanned in the caillp, killed ,vith a flash 
of lightning. )Iy Lords, thus ,vas the GOi'dian knot 
cut. This prince dies of a flash of lightning, and 

Ir. Lushington (of whom you have heard) COlnes in 
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the n10rning with his hair standing erect, COInes 
frightened into the presence of 
Iajòr Calliaud, and, 
with the utInost alarm, tells him of a circumstance 
that ,vas afterwards to give them so lnuch pleasure. 
The alann ,vas inunediately communicated to the 
fa- 
jor, who ,vas seized with a fright; and fearing lest 
the arlllY should Inutiny upon the death of their chief, 
it was contrived, in a 111anner that I believe ,vas Inost 
difficult to contrive, that what might have excited a 
general mutiny was concealed by the ability, the good 
conduct, and dexterity of 
Iajor Calliaud for seven 
days together, till he led the a.nny out of the place 
of danger. Thus a judglnent fell upon one of the 
(innocent) murderers in the scene of the Three Seals. 
This man, \vho ,vas probably guilty in his conscience 
as ,veIl as in act, thus fell by that most lucky, provi- 
dential, and nlost useful flash of lightning. 
There were at that time, it seenlS, in Calcutta, a 
wicked, skeptical set of people, who sOlnehow or 
other believed tl13t hU'ììzan agency w'as concerned in 
this elective flash, which came so very opportunely, 
and which ,vas a favor so thankfully acknowledged. 
These ,vicked, ill-natured skeptics dissenlinated re- 
ports (which I am sure I do not mean to charge or 
prove, leaving the effect of them to you) very dishon- 
orable, I believe, to COSSill1 Ali Khâll in the busi- 
ness, and to sonle Englishnlen \vho were concerned. 
The difficulty of getting rid of 
leeran being thus 
ren10ved, Mr. Vansittart conles upon the scene. I 
verily believe he was a man of good intentions, and 
rather debauched by that a.mazing flood of iniquity 
which prevailed at that .tilne, or hurried and carried 
away \vith it. In a few days he sent for 1\Iajor Cal- 
liand. All his objections vanish in an instant: like 


. 
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that flash of lightuing', everything is instant. The 

I
\ior agrees to pcrfunl1 his part. They send for 
COSSilll AJi I{hân and )11'. Hastings; they open a 
treaty and conclude it with hinl, leaving the n1anage- 
mellt of it to two persolls, 
lr. Holwell and another 
person, WhOIll we have heard of, an .Arn1enian, called 
Coja Petruse, who afterwards played his part in an- 
other illustrious scene. By this Petruse and 111'. 
IIolwell the 111atter is settled. The 1110111ent )11'. 
Holwell is raised to be a Secretary of State, the rev- 
olution is accolnplished. By it Cossim _\.li Khân is 
to have the lieutenancy at present, and the succes- 
sion. Everything is put into his hands, and he is to 
111ake for it large concessions, which you ",
ill hear of 
afterwards, to the COlnpan)". COSSilll Ali Khân pro- 
posed to 
Ir. Holwell, what would have been no bad 
suvpleillent to the flash of lightning, the murder of 
the Nabob; hut )11'. Holwell ,vas a Inan of too llluch 
honor and conscience to suffer that. He instantly 
flew out at it, and declared the whole business should 
stop, unless the affair of the lllurder ,vas given up. 
A.ccordingly things were so settled. But if he gave 
the Xabob over to an intended murderer, and deliv- 
ered his person, treasure, and everything into his 
hands, Cossin1 Ali Khâll might have had no great 
rea
on to conlplain of being left to the execution of 
his own projects in his own way. The treaty ,vas 
made, and anloullted to this, - that the COlnpany 
was to receive three great provinces: for here, as we 
proceed, you will h.1.ve an opportunity of ohser\ying, 
,vith the progress of these plots, one thing which has 
constantly and unifornl1y pervaded the whole of these 
proje( 
". and ,vhich the persons concerned in them 
have a\yúwed as a princilJle of their aetiull
, - that 
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they were first to take carc of the Company's interest, 
then of their own; that is, first to secure to the Com- 
pany an enorll1OUS bribe, and under the shadow of 
that bribe to take all the little eillohunents they could 
to thelnselves. Three great, rich, southern provinces, 
InaritÏ1ne, or nearly Inal'itilne, Burdwall, 
Iidllapoor, 
ançl Chittagong, were to be db
evered froln the Su- 
lJah and to te ceded to the C01l1pany. There were 
uther lHinor stipulations, which it is not necessary at 
present to trouble you with, signed, sealed, and exe- 
cuted at Calcutta between these varties with the great- 
est possible secrecy. The lieutenancy and the suc- 
cession ,vere secured to COSSÜll 
\.li, and he ,vas like- 
wise to give s0111ewhere about the sum of 200,000l. 
to the gcntlemen whu were concerned, as a reward for 
. serving hilll so effectually, and for serving their coun- 
try so well. Accordingly, these stipulations, actual 
or uudcrstood, (for they were eventually carried into 
efiect,) being settled, a coulluission of delegation, con- 
sisting chiefly of 
Ir. Vansittart and l\lajor Calliaud, 
was sent uv to l\Ioorshedabaù: the ne"r Governor 
taking this opportunity of paying the usual visit of 
respect to the Nabob, and in a luanneI' ,vhich a ne,v 
Governor cOIning into place ,vould do, ,vith the de- 
tail of'vhich it is not necessary to trouLle you. 1\11'. 
flastings was at this tilne at the durbar; and having 
everything prepared, and the ground sinoothed, they 
fir
t cndeavored to persuade tl.le Nabob to deliver 
over the power negotiated for into the hands of their 
friend Cossinl Ali Khân. ßut when the old man, 
frightened out of his wits, asked, " vVhat is it ho has 
lJid for l11e ?" and added, "I will give half as nluch 
again to save Inyself; pray let lue know what IllY 
}Jrice is," - he entreated ill vain. They were true, 
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finn, and faithful to their word and their engagement. 
'Yhen he sa,v they were resolved that he should be 
delivered into the hands of Cossim Ali Khân, he at 
once surrenders the whole to hÏ1n. They instantly 
gra
p it. lIe throws hin1self into a boat, and will 
Bot rell1ain at hon1e an hour, but hurries down to 
Calcutta to leave his blood at our door, if we should 
have a n1ind to take it. But the life of the Nabob 
was too great a stake (partly as a security for the 
good behavior of Cossim Ali Khân, and still more 
for tho future use that Inight be made of hhn) to 
be thrown away, or left in the hands of a man who 
,vould certainly murder hiln, and ,vho was very an- 
gry at being refused the n1urder of his father-in- 
law. The price of this second revolution was, ac- 
cording to their shares in it, (I believe I have it 
here,) sOlnewhere about 200,OOOl. This little effu- 
sion to private interest settled the luatter, and here 
ended the second revolution in the country: effected, 
indeed, without bloodshed, but with infiIiite treachery, 
with infinite 111ischief, conf:cC}uent to the dislnember- 
l11ent of the country, and which had nearly become 
fatal to our concerns there, like everything else in 
which )11'. Hastings had any ::;hare. 
This prince, COSf'iln .Ali Kld.ll, the friend of Mr. 
Hastings, kno,v that those who could give could take 
away don1Ïnion. He had scarcely got upon the 
throne, procur
d for hiI11 by our public spirit and his 
own iniquities, than he began directly and instantly 
to fortify hiluself, and to bend all his politics against 
those who were or could be the donors of such fatal 
gifts. He began with the natives ,vho ,vere in their 
interest, and cruelly put to death, under the eye of 

Ir. II ast\llgs and his clan, all those who, by their 
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moneyed wealth or landed consideration, could giye 
any effect to their dispositions in favor of those am- 
bitious strangers. lIe renloved fronl 1\Ioorshedabad 
higher up into the country, to 
lollghir, in order to 
be Illore out of our view. (Ie kept his ,vord pretty 
well, but not alt,ogether faithfully, with the gentle- 
Inen; and though he had no nloney 
 for his treasury 
was elllpty, he gave obligations which are kno\vn ùy 
the 11all1e of }eeps - (the Indian yocaLulary will by 
degrees beC0111e fanÜliar to your Lordships, as we de- 
velop the Blodes and CustOlHS of the country). ÅS 
soon as he had done this, he began to rack and tear 
the provinces that were left to hilll, to get as 111uch 
froln thOln as should conlpensate hiIn for the reve- 
n ues of those great provinces he had lost; and accord- 
ingly he began a scene of extortion, horrible, nefari- 
ous, ,vithout precedent or exalnple, upon ahnost all 
the landed interest.of that country. I Inentiol1 this, 
because he is one of those persons ,vhose goverlunents 
Mr. lIastings, in a paper called his Defence, delivered 
in to the IIouse of COffi1110nS, has produced as prece- 
dents and exarnples which he has thought fit to fol- 
low, and which he thought would justify him in the 
cond uct he has pursued. This CossÍln Ali Khân, 
after he had acted the tyrant on the landed inter- 
est, fell upon the lnoneyed interest. In that country 
there ,vas a person called J uggut Seit. There were 
several of the falnily, who ,vere bankers to such a 
Inagnitude as was never heard of in the ,vorId. Re- 
ceivers of the public revenue, their correspondence 
extenrled all over Asia; aud there are those who are 
of opinion that the house of Jnggut Seit, includiug 
all itf.; branches, was not worth less than six or seven 
lllilliQllS sterling. This house becanle the prey of 
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Cossiln .Ali Khân; but )Ir. I-Iolwell had predicted 
that it should be delivered over to Satan to be buffeted 
(his own pious expression). He predicted the mis- 
fortunes that should befall then1; and we chose a Sa- 
tan to buftèt them, and who did so buffet then1, by 
the Innrder of the principal persons of the house, and 
by robbing then1 of great sunlS of their w'ealth, that I 
belie,-e snch a scene of nefarious tyranny, destroying 
and cutting up the root of public credit in that coun- 
try, was scarce ever known. In the ll1ean tin1e Cos- 
sim was extending his tyranny over all who ,vere ob- 
noxious to hiln; and the persons he first sought were 
those traitors who had been friends to the English. 
Several of the principal of these he nlurdered. There 
.was in the province of Bahal' a U1an nan1ed Rama- 
rain; he had got the n10st positive assurances of Eng- 
lish faith; but 
Ir. 
1acguire, a ll1elnber of the Coun- 
cil, on the receipt of five thousand gold ll10hurs, or 
sOlnething Inoro than 8000l. sterling, delivered him 
up to be first Ï1nprisoned, then tortured, then robbed 
in consequence of the torture, and finally Inurdered, 
by COSSill1 .Ali Khân. In this way CossiIn .Ali Khân 
acted, vdlile our goverllillent looked on. I hardly 
choose to ll1ention to you the fate of a certain na- 
tive in consequence of a dispute with )11'. 
10tt, a 
friend of )11'. Hastings, ,vhich is in the COlnpany's 
records,- records which are ahl10st buried by their 
own 111agnitude fronl the know ledge of this coun- 
try. In a contest with this native for his house and 
property, SOll1e scuille having happened between the 
parties, the one atteillpting to seize and the other 
to defend, the latter Inade a c0111plaint to the Nabob, 
who ,vas in an entire subjection at that tÌlne to the 
English" and who ordered this unfortunate luan, on 
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account of this very scuffle, arising from defending 
his property, to be blown off from the nlouth of a 
C
llnOll. In short, r anI not able to tell your Lord- 

hips of all the nefarious transactions of this 111all, 
Wh0111 the intrigues of 
Ir. Holwell and 
fr. Hastings 
had set upou the throne of Bengal. Bnt there is a 
Cil'Cllll1stance in this business that COlnes across here, 
and ,viII tend to show another grievance that yexed 
that country, which vexed it long, and is one of the 
causes of its chief disasters, and ,vhich, I fear, is not 
so perfectly extirpated but that SOlne part of its roots 
luay remain in the ground at this moment. 
COlnlnerce, which enriches every other country in 
the world, ,vas bringing Bengal to total ruin. The 
COInpany, in fonner times, when it had no sover- 
eignty or power in the country, had large privileges 
under their dustuck, or perlnit: their goods passed, 
without paying duties, through the country. The 
servants of the Conl,pany made nse of this dustuck 
for their own private trade, ,vhich, ,vhile it was 
used ,vith moderation, the native government winked 
at in SOlne degree; but when it got ,vholly into pri- 
vate hands, it was more like robbery than trade. 
These traders appeared everywhere; they sold at 
their own prices, and forced the people to sell to 
the1n at their o,vn prices also. It appeared more 
like an army going to pillage the people, under 
pretence of COlnlnerce, than anything else. In vain 
the people clailned the protection of their own COHn- 
try courts. Thifo: English arn1Y of traders in their 
Inarch ravaged worse than a Tartarian conqueror. 
The trade they carried on, and which more re
'en1- 
bled rohbery than COlnn1erce, anticipated the resonrces 
of tho tyrant, allù thrcatcll

d to leave hin1 no luate. 
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rials for ilnposition or confiscation. TInts this 1nIS- 
erable COUll try ,vas torn to pieces by the horrible 
rapaciousness of a double tyranny. This appeared 
to be so 
trong a case, that a deputation ,vas sent 
to hinl at his new capital, )longhir, to fonn a treaty 
for the purpose of giving 80n1e relief against thi
 cru- 
el, cur
ed, and oppressive trJ.L1e, which was ,vorse 
even than the tyranny of the sovereign. This trade 

lr. '
ansittart, the President abóut this tinle, that 
is, in 1763, who succeeded to )11'. Holwell, and ,vas 
in close union of interests with the tyrant Cossim 
.Ali Khân, by a treaty known by the nan1e of the 
treaty of )longhir, agreed very much to suppress 
and to confine within sOlnething like reasonable 
bounds. There never was a doubt on tho face of 
that treaty, that it "
as a just, proper, fair transac- 
tion. But as nobody in Bengal did then believe 
that rapine was ever forborne but in favor of bri- 
bery, the persons ,vho lost every advantage by the 
treaty of 
longhir, when they thought they sa,v cor- 
rupt negotiation carrying away the prizes of unlaw- 
ful COl1Ul1erce, and were likely to see their trade 
crippled by Cossiln ..lli Khân, fell into a 1110st vio- 
lent fury at this treaty; and as the treaty 'was made 
without the concurrence of the rest of the Council, 
the Company's servants grew divided: one part ,vere 
the advocates of the treaty, the other of the trade. 
The 13tter were universally of opinion that the trea- 
ty w'as bought for a great SUIn of 111011ey. The evi- 
dence we have on our records of the SHn1S of Inoney 
that are stated to have been paid on this occasion 
has never been investigated to the botto111; but we 
have it on record, that a great sun1 (70,000l.) 1\ r as 
paid to persons concerned in that negotiation. The 


. 
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rest were exceedingly wroth to see t11emselves not 
profiting by the negotiation, and losing the trade, or 
likely to be. excluded from it; and they were the 
Inore so, because, as we have it upon our journals, 
during all that time the trade of the negotiators was 
not proscribed, but a purwannah was issued by Cos- 
siln AU Khân, that the trade of his friends 
Ir. 
Vallsittart and 1\11'. Hastings should not. be subject 
to the general regulations. This filled the whole 
settlelllcnt with ill blood; but in the regulation itself 
(I put the Illotive and the secret history out of the 
case) undoubtedly 1\fr. Hastings and 1\11'. Vansittart 
were on the right side. They had shown to a dem- 
onstration the mischief of this trade. Howeyer, 
as the other party were strong, and did not readily 
let go their hold of this great advantage, first, dis- 
sensions, 111ur1111U'S, various kinds of cOlnplaints, and 
ill blood arose. Cossim Ali was driven to the ,vall ; 
and having at the san1e time made ,vhat he thought 
good preparations, a war broke out at last. And 
how did it break out? This Cossim Ali Khân 
signalized his first acts of hostility by an atrocity 
c01l11nitted against the faith of treaties, against the' 
rules of ,val', against every principle of honor. This 
intended n1urderor of his father-in-la\v, wholn 
fr. 
Hastings had assisted to raise to the throne of 
Bengal, well knowing his character and his dispo- 
sition, and well knowing what such a man was ca- 
pable of doing, - this lTIan massacred the English 
wherever he met them. There ,vere two hundred, 
or thereabouts, oi the Company's servants, or their de- 
pendants, slaughtered at Patna ,vith every circum- 
stance of the 1110st abolnillable cruelty. Their limbs 
were cut to pieces. The tyrant whom 
fr. Hastings 
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set up cut and hacked the liIllbs of British subjects 
in the 1110st cruel and perfidious n1anner, threw them 
into wells, and polluted the waters of the country 
with British blood. IUllnediately ,val' is declared 
against hin1 in forn1. That ,,'ar sets the ,,'hole 
coun try in a blaze; and then other parties begin to 
appear upon the scene, whose transactions you will 
fin<<l yourselves deeply concerned in hereafter. 
.As soon as war was declared against Cossin1, it 
was necessary to resolve to put up another :Kabob, 
and to have another revolution: and where do they 
resort, but to the man whonl, for his alleged tyranny, 
for his incapacity, for the nun1berless iniquities he 
was said to have comn1itted, and for his total unfit- 
ness and disinclination to all the duties of govern- 
luent, they had dethroned? This very man they 
take up again, to place on the throne fron1 .which 
they had about t\yO years before ren10ved him, and 
for the effecting of which they had cOlnmitted so ma- 
ny iniquities. Even this re,.olution was not n1ade 
without being paid for. According to the usual or- 
der of procession, in which the youngest walk first, 
first con1es the COlnpany; and the Company had se- 
cured to it in perpetuity those provinces which Cos- 
sinl -.lli Khân had ceded, as it \vas thought, rather in 
the way of l1lortgage than anything else. Then, un- 
der the nan1e of cOlllpensation for sufferings to the 
people concerned in the trade, and in the nan1C of 
donation to an arIny and a navy which had little 10 
do in this affair, they tax hilu - what sun1 do you 
think? They tax that ernpty and undone treasury of 
that 111iscraLle and undone country 500,000l. for a 
private eluohunent to theln
el Yes, - for the compen- 
sation for this iniquitous trade, - for the compensa- 
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tion for abuses of which he was neither the author nor 
the abettor, they tax this luiserable prince 500,000l. 
That stUll was given to individuals. Now comes the 
COlllpany at hOllle, which, on hearing this ne\vs, was 
all illfi
llned. The Directors were on fire. They were 
shocked at it, and particularly at this donation to 
the arluy and navy. They resolved they would give 
it no countenance and suppor't. In the lllean tiIne 
the gentle111Cn did not trouble their heads upon that 
subject, but nleant to exact and get their 500,000l. 
as they could. 
Here was a third revolution, bought at this anlaz- 
iug 
unl, and this poor, l1liserable prince first dragged 
froll1 
Ioorshedabad to Calcutta, then dragged back 
from Calcutta to l\Ioorshedabad, the sport of fortune 
and the plaything of avarice. This poor Ulan is again 
set up, but is left with no authority: his troops lin1- 
ited, - his persoll, everything about hiIn, in a n1an- 
n8r subjugated, - a British Resident the 11laster of 
his court: he is set up as a pageant on this throne, 
with no other authority but what would be sufficient 
to give a countenance to presents, gifts, and donations. 
That authority was always lcft, when all the rest was 
taken away. One would have thought that this revo- 
lution Inight have satisfied these gentlenlcn, and that 
the nloney gained by it would have been sufficient. 
No. The partisans of Cossinl Ali wanted another 
revolution. The partisans of the other side wished 
to' have something nlore done ill the present. They 
no\v began to think that to depose Cos
inl instantly, 
and to sell hinl to another, \vas too 111uch at one tin1e, 
- especially as COSSilll Ali was a nUUl of vigor and 
re
olutioll, carrying on a fierce \var against them. 
But what do you think they did? '.rhey Legan to see, 
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fronl the exalnple of Cossim ...\.1i, that the lieutenancy, 
the n1Ïnistry of the king, was a good thing to be sold, 
and the sale. of that nlight turn out as good a thing 
as the sale of the prince. 
For this office there 'were two ri\
al candidates, per- 
sons of great consideration in Bengal: one, a princi- 
pal )Iaholnedan, called 
Iaholned Reza Khân, a man 
of high authority, great piety in his own religion, 
great learning in the 1aw, of the very first class of 

Iahonledan nobility; but at the saIne tilne, on all 
these accounts, he \\
as abhorred and dreaded by the 
X abob, who necessarily feared that a Ulan of 
Ia- 
honled Reza !{.hân's dc
cription \vould be considered 
as better entitled and fitt0r for his scat, as :Nabob 
of the provinces. To halance hiIn, there was another 
nlan, known hy the naille of the Great Rajah Nund- 
COlllar. This lnan \yas accounted the highest of his 
caste, and held the same rank among the Gentoos 
that )Iahomed lleza Khân obtained alnong the 
Ia- 
hOllledans. The prince on the throne had no jeal- 
ousy of Xundcolnar, because he knew, that, as a Gell- 
too, he could not aspire to the office of Subahdar. 
For that reason he was firinly attached to him; he 
luight depend c0111pletely on his services; he was his 
ügaillst )Iahomed Reza K.hâll, and against the whole 
\\
orld. There was, ho\vever, a flaw in the Nabob's 
title, which it was necessary should be hid. And per- 
haps it lay against 
Iahomed Reza Khân as well as 
hiIn. But it was a source of apprehension to the 
X aboh, and contributed to nlake hinl wish to keep 
all )Iahonledan influence at a distance. For he was 
a 8yed, that is to say, a descendant of }Iahomet, and 
as such, though of the only acknowledged nobility 
among 
lussulmen, would be by that circumstance 
VOL. IX. 28 
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excluded, by the kno,vn laws of the 
Iogul clnpire, 
fron1 being Subahdar in any of the l\Iogul provinces, 
in case the revival of the constitution or. that elnpire 
should ever again take place. 
A.n auction was now opcned before the English 
Council at Calcutta. Mahomed Reza Khâ.n bid large- 
ly; N undcolnar bid largely. The circuillstances of 
these two rivals at the Nabob c;urt ,vere eqnally fa- 
vorable to the pretensions of ðach. But the prepon- 
derating lllerits of 
laholl1ed Reza Khân, arising frOll1 
the sul)jectioll in which he was likely to keep the Na- 
bob, and Inake biln fitter for the purpose of continued 
exactions, induced the Council to tak
 his uloney, 
,vhich alnounted to about 220,000l. Be the stun paid 
w"hat it Inay, it was certainly a large one; in conse- 
quence of \vhich the Council atten1pted to invest 
la- 
hOlned Reza l{hân with the office of N aib Subah, or 
Deputy "'lceroy. As to Nundcol11ar, they fell upon 
him with a vengeful fury. He fought his battle as 
well as he could; he opposed bribe to bribe, cagle to 
eaglo; but at length he was driven to the wall. SOlne 
received his mOlley, but did hin1 no service in return; 
others, Inore conscientious, refused to receive it; and 
in this battle of bribes he was vanquished. A depu- 
tation \vas sent froll1 Calcutta to the luiserable Nabob, 
to tear Nuudcolnar, his only support, froll1 his side, 
and to put the object of all his terrors, l\faholned Reza 
Khân, in his place. 
Thus began a new division that split the Presi- 
dency into violent factions; but the faction 'which 
adhered to N undcolnar ,vas undoubtedly the \veakest. 
That 1110st nliserable of men, 
fir Jaffier 
J\.li I{hâll, 
clinging, as to the last pillar, to Nundconlar, tren1- 
bling at Mahomed Reza Khân, died in tbe struggle, 
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a ntiserable victinl to all the revolutions, to all the 
f;ucce:,
ire changes and Yer
atile politics at Calcutta. 
Like all the. rest of the great personages WhOlll we 
have degraded and brutalized by insult and oppres- 
sion, he betook hÍlnself to the usual de
tructiYe re- 
source
 of un principled 111iser)", - sellsuali ty, opiunl, 
and winc. IIi:; gigantic franle of constitution soon 
ga\-e way nuder the opprc

ion of this relief, and he 
dicll, leaving children and grandchildren by wives 
and concubines. On the old K aùob's death, 
Iaho- 
In
d Reza Khân ,vas acknowledged Deputy Nabob, 
the nloney paid, and this re,.olutioll cOlllpleted. 
flere, IllY Lords, opened a llew source of plunder, 
pcculation, and bribery, which was not neglected. 
Revolutions were llO longer necessary; succession 
supplied their places: and well the object agreed 
,,-ith the policy. Rules of succession could not be 
very well ãsccrtained to an office like that of the 
N ahob, 'which was hereditary only by the appoint- 
nlent of the 
IOglll. The issue by la,vful wives would 
naturally be preferred by those who Ineant the quiet 
of the country. But a more doubtful title was pre- 
ferred, as better adapted to the purposes of extor- 
tion and peculation. This ll1iserable succession was 
sold, and the eldest of the issue of 
Iunny Begunl, 
an harlo
, brought in to pollute the harem of the 
seraglio, of WhOI11 you 'will hear Hluch hereafter, was 
chosen. lIe soon succeeded to the grave. Änother 
son of the salnc prostitute succeeded to the same 
unhappy throne, and followed to the same untimely 
grayer E\-ery succession was sold; and between ,e- 
nal successions and venal revolutions, in a very few 
years seven princes and six sales were seen succes- 
sively in Bengal. The last was a l1linor, the issue 
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of a legitilnate wife, adn1Ïtted to succeed because a 
n1inor, and because there was llone illegitimate left. 
He was instantly stripped of the allowance of his pro- 
genitors, and reduced to a pension of 160,000 a year. 
He still exists, and continued to the end of 
I r. 
Hastings's governn1ent to furnish constant sources 
of bribery and plunder to him and his creatures. 
The off.,pring of 
Iunny Begun1 clinging, as his 
father did, to N undcolnar, they tore N undcoluar 
fro1l1 his side, as they had done froln the side of his 
father, and carried hÜn down as a sort of prisoner 
to Calcutta; where, having had the weakness to be- 
COlne the first inforIller, he was Inade the first ex- 
ample. This person, pushed to the ,vall, and know- 
ing that the luan he had to deal ,vith was desperate 
and cruel in his resentInents, resolves on the first 
blow, and enters before the Council a regular infor- 
Ination in writing of bribery against 1\[1'. Ha
tings. 
In his preface to that charge he excuses hin1self for 
what is considered to be an act equally insane and 
wicked, and as the one inexpiable crilne of an In- 
dian, the discovery of the 1110ney he gives,- that 

Ir. Hastings had declaredly deterlnined on his ruin, 
and to accon1plish it had newly associated hilnself 
with one 
Iohun Persaud, a nalne I wish your Lord- 
ships to remember, a bitter enelny of his, an infa- 
lUOUS person, 'VhOlll 
Ir. Hastings knew to be such, 
and as such had turned hÏ1n out of his house, - that 

Ir. Hastings had lately recal1ed, and held frequent 
communications with this 1\Iohun Persauù, the sub- 
ject of which he had no doubt was his ruin. In 
the year 1775 he ,vas hanged by those incorrupt Eng- 
lish judges who were sent to India by Parlialnellt to 
protect the natives from oppression. 
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Your Lordships will observe that this new sale 
of the office of ministers succeeded to the sale of 
that of nabobs. All these varied and successive sales 
shook the country to pieces. As if those 111iserable 
exhausted provinces were to be cured of inanition 
by phleboto111r, ,vhile Cossim Ali was racking it 
above, the Conlpany ,vere drawing off all its nutri- 
IHent below. .Å dreadful, an extensive, and most 
chargeable war followed. I-Ialf the northern force 
of India poured dO\Vll like a torrent on Bengal, en- 
dangered our existence, and exhausted all our re- 
sonrces. The ".a1' \vas the fruit of 
Ir. flastings's 
cabals. Its ternlination, as usual, was the result 
of the Inilitarr ll1erit and the fortune of this na- 
tion. Cossinl AU, after having been defeated by 
tho lllilitary genius and spirit of England, (for the 
.A,danlsos, )Ionroes, and others of that period, I be- 
lie\ye, showed a
 11luch skill and bravery as any of 
their predecessors,) in his flight s\vept away above 
three 111Ïlliolls in Inoney, je".els, or effècts, out of a . 
country which he had plundered and exhausted by 
his unheard-of exactions. Howeyer, he fought his 
'war like a retiring lion, turning his face to his 
pursuers. He still fought along his frontier. IIis 
ability and his nIoney drew to his caUf'e the Su- 
bahdar of Oude, the fanlons Sujah ul Dowlah. The 
)Ioglll enterod into these wars, and penetrated into 
the lower provinces 011 one side, w-llilst Bulwant 
Sing, the Rajah of Benares, entered them on another. 
,After various changes of party and changes of for- 
tune, the loss w"hich began in the treachery of the 
ciyil service w'as, as I have before relnarked, re- 
deemed by 11Iilitary DIerit. )Iany exan1ples of the 
san1e sort have since been seen. 
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\Vhilst these things ,vere transacted in India, the 
. Court of Directors iu London, hearing of so l11any 
changes, hearing of such au incredible 11lass of perfidy 
and yenality, knowing that there was a general In ar- 
ket Blade of the country and of the COlllpany, that 
the Raine of war spread fron1 province to province, 
that, in proportion as it spread, the fire glowed with 
augulented fierceness, and that the rapacity ,vhich 
originally gave rise to it was following it in all its 
progress, - the COll1pany, IllY Lords, alanned not only 
for their acquisitions, but their existence, aud finding 
tholllseives sinking lo,ver and low.er by every victory 
they obtained, thought it necessary at length to COlne 
to SOine systeul and SOlne settlel11ent. After COlllpOS- 
ing their differences with J....ord Clive, they sent hÏIn out 
to that country about the year 17G5, in order, by his 
nanle, ,veight, authority, and vigor of n1Ïnd, to give 
SOllle sort of fornl and stability to govern111ent, and to 
rectify the innulllerable abuses ,vhich prevailed thero, 
. and particularly that great source of disorders, that 
fundaluelltal aùuse, presents: for the bribes by which 
all these revolutions ,vere bought had not the narne 
of conditions, stipulations, or re,vards; they even had 
the free and gratuitous style of presents. The receiv- 
ers cÐntended that they were 111ere gratuities given 
for service dOlle, or 111ere tokens of affection and 
gratitude to the parties. They 111ay give theln what 
names they please, and your Lordships ,viII think of 
theln what you please; but they were the donations 
of 11lisery to power, the gifts of sufferers to the op- 
pressors; and consequently, ,vhere they prevailed, 
they left no certain property or fixed situation to any 
man in India, fronl the highest to the lowest. 
The Court of Directors sent out orders to cnlarge 
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the servants' covenants with new allà severe clauses, 
strongly prohibiting the practice of receiving presents. 
Lord Clh
e hÜuself had been a large receiver of them. 
Yet, as it was in the n10n1ent of a revolution which 
gave them all they possessed, the COlnpany 'would 
hear no more of it. They sent him out to reform: 
,\?hether they chose well or ill does not signify. I 
think, upon the whole, they chose \vell; because his 
nal11e and authority could do nluch. They sent him 
out to redress the grievances of that country, and it 
was necessary he should be well anned for that ser- 
vice. They sent hi111 out with such powers as no 
servant of the COlnpany e,er held before. I would 
not be understood here in 111Y own character, 111uch 
less in the delegated character in which I stand, to 
contend for any luan in the totality of his conduct. 
Perhaps in S0111e of his 111easures he \vas n1istaken, 
and in SOllle of his acts reprehensible; but justice 
ohliges me to say, that the plan \vhich he forll1ed 
and the course \vhich he pursued were in general 
great and well Ïlllagined, - that he laid great foun- 
dations, if they had been properly built upon. For, 
in the first place, he COlll posed all the neighboring 
cuuntries torn to piece
 by the wars of Cossim ....\..1i, 
and quieted the apprehensions raised by the opin- 
ion of the boundless al11bition of England. He took 
strong lueasures to put an end to a great 111a11Y of the 
abuses that prevailed in the COUll try subject to the .I
 
Conlpany. He then proceeded to the upper provin- 
ces, and fonned a plan w'hich. for a nlilitary man, has 
great civil and political n1erit. He put a bound to 
the aspiring spirit of the COl11pany's servants; he lim- 
ited its conquests; he prescribed bounds to its anl- 
bitioll. "First" (says he) " quiet the minds of the 
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country; what you have obtained regulate; lnake it 
known to India that you resohTo to acquire no 1110re." 
Ou this solid vIall he fixed eyery prince that wa
 
concerned in the preceding ,val'S, on the one side alld 
on the other, in an happy.and easy settlelnellt. lIe 
restored Snjah ul Dowlah, who had been driven frolll 
l
is dOlnillions hy the lnilitary arn1 of Great Britain, 
to the rank of Vizier, and to the dOluinioll of the ter- 
ritories of Oude. \Vith a generosity that aston- 
ished all Asia, he reinstated this expelled enen1Y of 
his nation peaceably upon his throne. ..lnd thi
 act 
of politic generosity did 1n01',e towards quieting the 
111inds of the people of 
'\.sia dUlll all the terror
 great 
as it was, of the English anns. .At the sallIe tinIe, 
Lord Clive, generous to. all, took peculiar care of our 
friends and allies. He took care of Bulwant Sing, 
the great Rajah of Benares, who had taken 0111' part 
in the ,val'. He secured hin1 froll1 the revenge of 
Rujah ul Dowlah. The l\Iognl had granted us the 
superiority over llnlwant 8illg. Lord Çlive reëstab- 
lish:
d hiIn in a secure, easy independency. lIe con- 
firmed hill1, under the British guaranty, ill the rich 
principality which he held. 
The 
Iogul, the head of the 1\Iussuhnan religion in 
India, and of the Indian enlpire, a head honored and 
e
teelned eyen in its ruins, he procured to be rec- 
ognized. by all the persons that ,vere connected ,vith 
4}, his ernpire. The rents that ought to be paid to the 
Vizier of the Elnpire he gave to the Vizierate. Thus 
our alliances ,vere cen1ented, our enemies were rec- 
onciled, all .Asia was conciliated by our settlel1len t 
with the king. To that unhappy fugitive king, driv
 
ell fro1l1 place to place, the sport of fortune, HOW an 
en1peror and now a prisoner, prayed for in every 
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InosqUG in 'which his authority was conspired against, 
one day opposed by the coin struck in his naine and 
the other day 
old for it, - to thi
 descendant of Taln- 
erlane he allotted, with a decent share of royal digni- 
ty, an honorable fixed residence, "here he Inight be 
useful and coulù not be dangerous. 
...is to the Bengal provinces, he did not take for the 
Conlpany the viceroyalty, as )11'. Holwell would have 
per
uaded, al1nost forced, the Con1pany to do; but, 
to satisfy the prejudices of the )lahonledans, the 
country ,vas left in the halld
 nOlninally of the Su- 
bah, or yiceroy, \vho was to adn1Ïnister the crin1Ïnal 
justice and the exterior forn1s of royalty. He ob- 
tained froln the sovereign the delcann!J. This is the 
great act of the constitutional entrance of the Con1- 
pany into the body politic of India. It gave to the 
settlcnlent of Bengal a fixed constitutional fonn', 
with a legal title, acknowledged and recognized 1l0'V 
for the first tilue by all the natural po'\vers of the 
country, because it arose froln the charter of the 
undoubted sovereign. The deZC(lll.11Y, or high-st0w- 
ard
hip, gave to the Conlpany the collection anù 
nlanagellH
nt of the revenue; and in this Inodest 
and civil character they appeared, not the oppressors, 
but the protectors of the people. This schenle had 
all the real power, without any invidious appearance 
of it; it gaye theln the revenue, ,,
ithout the parade 
of bovereignty. On this double foundation the gov- 
enUl1ent '\
as happily settled. The n1inds of the na- 
tives were quieted. The Con1pany's territories and 
vie,ys were circuIl1scribed. The arn1 of force "
as 
put out of sight. The Í1nperial nan1e covered every- 
thing. The power of the purse "as in the hand of 
the COlupany. The power of the sword was ill effect 
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so, as they contracted for the luaintenance of the 
anny. The Conlpany had a revenue of a luillion and 
a half. The Nabob had, indeed, fallen fron1 any real 
and effective power, yet the dignity uf the court ,vas 
111aintained. The prejurlices and interests of the l\Ia- 
hOlHedans, and particularly of their nobility, ,vho 
had. suffered 1110re by this great revolution even 
than the old inhabitants of the country, ,vere con- 
sulted; for by this pIau a revenue of 500,000l. ,vas 
settled on the viceroyalty, which ,vas thus cual>led 
to provide in SOlne llleasure for those great fan1Ìlies. 
The COInpallY likewise, by this plan, in order to enjoy 
their re\'enues securely, and to avoid envy' and lllur- 
lnur, put theul into the hands of 1\faholned Reza Khûn, 
wholn Lord Clive found in the Inanagelnent of affairs, 
and did not displace; and he was no,v Inade deputy- 
ste,vard to the COlllpallY, as he had been before 
lieutenant-viceroy to the Nabob. .A. British Resident 
at 
Ioorshcdabad ,vas established as a control. The 
COlll}Jany exercised their power over the revenue in 
the first instance through the natives, but the British 
Resident was in reality the great lHover. 
If ever this natioll stood ill a situation of glory 
throughout .Asia, it was in that InOInent. But, as I 
have said, SOllle 111aterial errors and luistakes wcre 
COllllnitted, After the forInation of this plan, Lord 
Clive unfortunately did not stay long enough in the 
country to give consistency to the llleasures of refor- 
111atioll he had undertaken, but rapidly returned to 
England; and after his departure, the governll1ent 
that continued had 110t vigor or authority to support 
the settlenlen t then lnade, and considerable abuses 
Legan to prevail in evcry quarter. Another capital 
perioù in our history here con1mellces. Those who 
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succeeded (though I belieye one of then1 \,as one of 
the honestest men that ever served the Con1pany, I 
mean Governor V e1'elst) had not ,veight enough to 
poise the systen1 of the service, and consequently lua- 
ny abuses and grievances again prevailed. Super- 
visors were appointed to every district, as a check on 
the native collectors, and to report every' abuse as it 
should arise. But they who were appointed to redress 
grievances were then1selves accused of being guilty 
of then1. Ho,vever, the disorders 'were not of that 
violent kind which preceded )11'. IIastings's depart- 
ure, nor such as followed his ret,urn: no n1ercenary 
,val's, no lliercellary rcyolutions, no extirpation of 
nations, no violent cOllvulsiolls in the revenue, no 
subversion of ancient houses, no general sales of any 
descriptions of 111e11,- nono of these, but certainly 
such grievances as luada it necessary for the C01l1pany 
to send out another C01l1111ission in 176Ð, with instruc- 
tions pointing out the chief abuses. It was con1posed 
of 
lr. ,r ansittart, )11'. Ford, and 1\11'. Scrafton. The 
unfortunate eud of that conunission is knowl1 to all 
the world; but I u1ention it in order to state that the 
receipt of presents ,vas considered as one of the 
grievances which then pr9yailed in India, and that 
the supervisors under that conllnission were ordered 
upon no account whate\Ter to take presents. U pOll 
the unfortunate catastrophe which happened, the 
C01l1pany was preparing to send out another for the 
rectification of these grievances, when Parlianlent 
thought it necessary to supersede that cOl1uuission, to 
take the lllatter into their own hands, and to appoint 
another cOlun1Ïssion in a Parlial11entary way (of which 

lr. J-Iastillgs was one) for the bettor goverll111ent uf 
that country. }lr. Hastings, as I 11ll.lst luelltioll to 
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your Lordships, soon after the deposition and resto- 
ration of J affier ...\..li Khân, and before Lord Clive 
arriycd, quitted for a while the scene in ,vhich he 
had been so luischievously en1ploycd, and returned to 
England to strengthcn hiluself by those cal?als which 
again 
ent hinl out with new authorit.y to pursue the 
coun
es which ,vere the natural sequel to his fornler 
pruceedings. lIe returned to India ,vith great pow- 
er, indeed, - first to a seat in Council at Fort St. 
George, and froln thence to succeed to the Presidency 
of Fort 'Yillialn. On hin1 the Conlpany placed their 
chief reliance. IIappy had it been for the111, happy 
for India and for England, if his conduct had been 
such as to spare your Lordships and the Comnlons 
the exhibition of this day! 

Vhell this governnlent, ,vith 1\11'. Hastings at the 
head of it, ,vas settled, 
Ioorshedabad did still contin- 
ue the 
eat of the native govennnent, and of all tho 
collections. 11ere the COlnpany was not satisfiod with 
placing a Resident at the durbar
 which ,vas the first 
step to Ollr assunling the govenllnent ill that country. 
These f'teps n1ust be traced by your Lordships; for I 
should llCyer have given you this trouble, if it was not 
necessary to possess you çlcarly of the several pro- 
gre
si \
e steps by 'which the COlnpany"s govel'lnnent 
canlè to be established and to super
ede the native. 
The next step was the appointlnent of supcrvis.ors in 
every proyince, to oversee the native collector. The 
third ,vas to establish a general Council of Revenue 
[It 
Ioorshodabacl, to superintend the great steward, 

IalH)lned Reza Khân. In 1772 that Council by )fr. 
I-Iastings was overturned, and the whole n13nagemcnt 
of the re\'cnne brought to 'Calcutta. l\Iaholued Reza 
Khân, by orders of the Company, 'vas turned out of 
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alll1is offices, and turned out for reasons and princi- 
ples which your Lord
hips 'will hereafter see; and at 
last the dewanny "'
s entirely taken out of the natiye 
hands, and settled in the Suprelne Council and Presi- 
dency itself in Calcutta; and so it relnained until the 
year 1781, "Then 
Ir. Hastings 111ade another revolu- 
tion, took it out of the hands of the Supreme Council, 
in which thc orders of the C0111pallY, an act of Parlia- 
ment, and their own act had vested it, and put it into 
a sulJordinate council: that is, it was entirely vested 
in hinlsclf. 


Now your Lordships see the whole of the revolu- 
tions. I havc stated theIn, I trust, with perf:picuity, 
- stated the grounds and principles upon w.hich they 
were Hlade, - stated the abuscs that grew upon then1, 
- and that eyery rcyolutioll produced its abuse. You 
I 
saw the native goVerIllllent vanish by degrees, until 
it \vas reduced to a situation fit for nothing but to 
becolne a private perquisite, as it has been, to 
Ir. 
Hastings, and to be granted to w'l10n1 he pleased. 
The English gOyern111ent suc.ceeded, at the head of 
which )11'. Hastings was placed by an act of Parlia- 
n1ent, having þefore held the office of President of the 
Council, - the express object of both these appoint- 
Inents being to redress grievances; and within these 
two periods of his power, as President and Governor- 
GeneraL ,vere those crimes con1mitted of which he 
no\\- stands a?cused. .All this history is merely by 
\vay of illustration: his crin1Ïnation begins fron1 his 
n01l1inatioll to the Presidency; and we are to consid- 
er hõ\Y he con1ported himself in that station, and in 
his office of Governor-General. 
The first thing, in considering the merits or demer.. 
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its of any go, ern or, is to have S0111e test by which they 
are to Le tried. .Aud here, 111Y Lords, ,ve couceh-e, 
that, when a British goyernor is sent abroad, he is 

ent to pursue the good of the people as lunch as pos- 
siLlc in the spirit of the laws of this country, ,vhich 
iu all re
pects iutend their conservation, their happi- 
ne
s, and their prosperity. This is the principle up- 
on which 1\11'. IIastings ,vas hound to govern, aud up- 
011 which he is to account for his conduct here. IIis 
rule was, what a British governor, intrusted with the 
power of this country, ,vas bound to do or to forbear. 
If he has perfOl'llled and if he has abstained as he 
ollght, disn1Ïss hilll honorably acquitted fronl your 
IHu'; otherwise condenln hÍln. He 111a)" resort tc. 
other principles and to other 111axims; but this COlln- 
tIT 'will force hinl to be tried by its laws. The la,v 
of this country recognizes that well-kno,vn crime 
called 111Ïsconduct in office; it is a head of the law 
of England, and, so far as inferior courts are conlpe- 
tent to try it, luay be tried ill theln. Here your 
Lordships' COll1petcnce is plenary: you are fully conl- 
petent both to inquire into and to punish the offence. 
And, first, I tun to state to your Lordships, by 
the direction of those ,vholn I 
llU bound to obey, the 
principles on which 1\11'. IIastillgs declares he has con- 
ducted his gOyern111ent, - principles ,vhich he has 
avowed, first in sevcral letters ,vritten to the East 
India OOlnpany, next in a paper of defence delivered 
to the IIouse of 001111110ns explicitly, and more expli- 
.lltly in his defence before your Lordships. Nothing 
in 
Ir. IIastings's proceedings is so curious as his 
several defences; and nothing in the defences is so 
singula1: as the principles upon which he proceeds. 
Your Lordships \vill have to decide not only upon a 
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large, connected, systematic train of Inisdel11eanors, 
but an equally connected sy
tell1 of principles 3nd 
Inaxill1S of gOyernnlent, invented to justify those Illis- 
denleanors. lIe has brought then1 forward and 
avowed theln in the face of day. lIe has boldly and 
insultingly thrown then1 ill the face of the repre
enta- 
tives of a free people, and we cannot pa
s then1 by 
withon t adopting theul. I an1 directed to protest 
agaillf-;t those gronnås and prin.ciples UPOil which he 
frallles his defence; for, if those ground
 are good 
and \
a
id. they carry off a great deal at least, if not 
ell tirely, the foundation of our charge. 
)fy Lord
, ,,
e contend that )11'. IIastillgs, as a 
Briti
h governor, ought to govern on Briti
h princi- 
ples. not hy Britbh fornl
, - God forhid! - for if ever 
there was a case in ,yhich the lettor kill
 and the spir- 
it give
 life, it ,yould he an attelnpt to introduce TIrit- 
ish forn15 and the f-;uhstance of de
potic principlcs to- 
gether in to any conn try. X 0 
 'Ve call for that spirit 
of equity. that 
pirit of justice, that spirit of protec- 
tion, that f'pirit of lcnity, which ought to characterize 
every Driti
h 
uhject in power; and on these, and 
those pl'i nci plcs only, he ,\.ill he tried. 
But he has told your Lord
hips, in his defence, 
that actions in ....\..
ia do not bear the saIne 11101'al quali- 
ties which the 
alne actions \voultl bear in Europe. 
)Iy Lords, w.e po
itiYely denr that principle. I an1 
authorized and calleù upon to denr it. And haring 
stated at large what he Illeans by saying that the 
sanle actions have not the sall1e qualities in 
\.sia and 
in Europe, "
e are to let yonI' Lordships know that 
these gelltlen1cll have fonned a plan of geographical 
nwralify, uy which the duties Gf Inen, in public and 
in private situations, are not to be governed by their 
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relation to the great Governor of the U lliverse, or by 
their relation to 111ankind, but by clin1ates, degrees 
of longitude, parallels, not of life, but of latitudes: 
as if, 'when you have crossed the equinoctial, all the 
virtues die, as they say son1e insects die w'hen they 
cross the line; as if there ,vere a kind of baptisln, 
like that practised by sean1en, by ,vhich they unbap- 
tize thell1selves of all that they learned in Europe, and 
after which a ne,v ol:der and system of things C0111- 
menced. 
This geographical morality we do protest against; 

lr. IIastings shall not screen bill1self under it; and 
on this point I hope and trust 111any ,vords will not be 
necessary to satisfy your Lord
hips. But ,ve think it 
necessary, in justification of oursel Yes, to declare that 
the la,vs of 1110rality are the SaI).1e everywhere, and 
that there is no action which would pass for an act 
of extortion, of peculation, of bribery, and of oppres- 
sion in England, that is not all act of extortion, of 
peculation, of bribery, and oppression in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, and all the ,vorlù over. This I contend 
for not in the technical fonus of it, but I contend for 
it in tile substance. 
1\11'. Hastings con1es before your Lordships not as a 
British governor answering to a British tribunal, but 
as a subahdar, as a bashaw of three tails. lIe says, 
" I had an arbitrary po,ver to exercise: I exercised it. 
Slaves I found the people: slaves they are, - they 
are. so by their constitution; and if they are, I did 
not 111ake it for them. I was unfortunately bound to 
exercise this arbitrary power, aud accordingly I diù 
exercise it. It was disagreeable to Ine, but I did 
exercise it; and no other po\ver can be exerci
ed in 
that country." This, if it be true, is a plea in Lar. 
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But I tl'ust and hope your Lordships will not judge 
by laws and institutions which you do not know, 
against those laws aud institutions which you do 
know, and under whose power and authority 1.11". 
Ilastings "ent out to India. Can your Lordships 
patiently hear what U'e have heard ,vith indignation 
enough, and what, if there '"\ere nothing else, ,vould 
call these lJrinciples, as well as the actions 'which are 
justified on such principles, to your Lordships' bar, 
that it Inay be known whether the peers of England 
do not synlpathize with the Conlmons in their detes- 
tation of such doctrine? Think of an English gov- 
ernor tried before you as a British subject, and yet 
declaring that he governed on the principles of arbi- 
trary power! His plea is, that he did govern there 
on arbitrary and despotic, and, as he supposes, Oriental 
principles. Ând as this plea is boldly avo,ved and 
Inaintained, and as, no doubt, all his conduct was 
perfectly correspondent to these principles, the princi- 
ples and the conduct luust be tried together. 
If your Lordships will now pern1Ít l11e, I ,vill state 
'one of the 11lany places in which he has avowed these 
principles as the basis and foundation of all his 
conduct. "The sO\gereigllty ,,'"hich they assunled, it 
fell to IllY lot, very unexpectedly, to exert; and 
whether or not such po,ver, or powers of that nature, 
were delegated to Ine by any provisions of any act of 
Parlian1ent, I confess nlyself too little of a lawyer to 
pronounce. I only know that the acceptance of the 
sovereignty of Benares, &c., is not acknowledged or 
adn1Ïtted uy any act of Parlialnellt; and yet, by the 
particular interference of the lnajol'ity of the Coun- 
cil, the COlnpany is clearly and indisputably seized of 
that soyereignty." So that this gentlelllan, because 
VOL, IX, 29 
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he is not a lawyer, nor clothed with those robes which 
distinguish, and well distinguish, the learning of this 
country, is not to know anything of his duty; and 
whether he was bound by any, or what act of Parlia- 
lnent, is a thing he is not lawyer enough to kno\v! 
Now
 if your Lordships will suffer the la\vs to be 
broken by those who are not of the long robe, I am 
a.fraid those of the long robe will have none to pun- 
ish out those of their own profession. He therefore 
goes to a law he is better acquainted with, - that is, 
tho la\v of arhitrary power and force, if it deserves 
to be called by the nan1e of law. " If, therefore," 
says he, "tho sovereignty of Bonares, as ceded to us 
by the Vizier, have any rights 'll'hatever annexed to 
it, and be not a 111ere elnpty ,vord w.ithout 111eaning, 
those rights lllUst be such as are held, countenanced, 
and estaLlished by the law, custOI11, and usage of the 
Mogul elnpire, and not by the provisions of any Brit- 
ish act of Parlialnent hitherto enacted. Those rights, 
and none other, I have been the involuntary instru- 
111ent of enforcing. And if any future act of Parlia- 
ment shall positively or by Ï1nplication tend t
 anni-' 
hilate those very rights, or their exertion as I have 
exerted theIn, I llluch fear that the boasted sovereign- 
ty of Benares, which was held up as an acquisition, 
almost obtruded on the Con1pany against Iny consent 
and opinion, (for I acknowledge that even then J 
foresa\v 111any difficulties and inconveniences in its 
future exercise,) - I fear, I say, that this sovereignty 
w,iU be found a burden instead of a benefit, a heavy 
cl{)g "rather than a precious gOln to its present possess- 
ors :, 1I11ean, unless tho whole of our territory in that 
quarter shall be rounded and lnadc an unifonn com- 
pact body by one grand and systClllatic arrangclnent. 
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- such an arrangelnent as shall do away all the 
1nischiefs, doubts, and inconveniences (both to the 
gOyerllOrS and the governed) arising froln the yariety 
of tenures, rights, and clainls in all cases of landed 
property and feudal jurisdiction in India, froln the 
infonuality, inyalidity, and instability of all engage- 
nlents in so divided and unsettled a state of society, 
and froln the unayoidable anarchy and confusion of 
different laws, religions, and prejudices, moral, civil, 
and political, all jurnbled together in one unnatural 
and discordant 1nass. 
" E\'ery part of Hindostan has been constantly ex- 
posed to these and similar disadyantages e\er since 
the )Iahomedan conq nests. The Hilldoos, who never 
incorporated .with their conquerors, "Were kept in or- 
der only by the strong hand of power. The con- 
stant necessity of similar exertions would increase at 
once their energy and extent; so that rebellion itself 
is the parent and proluoter of despotism. Sover- 
eignty in India hnplies nothing else. For I know 
not how' we can fOrIn an estinlate of its powers, but 
froln its visible effects; and those are everywhere 
the sanle, fronl Cabool to _tssam. The whole history 
of ...\sia is nothing 1nore than precedents to prove the 
in\ariable exercise of arbitrary power. To all this I 
strongly alluded in the 1uinutes I delivered in Coun- 
cil, ",-hen the treaty with the new Vizier w'as on foot 
in 1775; and I wished to l11ake Cheyt Sing inde.. 
pendent, because in India dependence included a 
thousand e\ils, nlany of which I ellunlerated at .that 
tilne, and they are entered in the ninth clause of the 
first section of this charge. I knew the powers with 
",-hich an Indian sovereignty is arlned, and the dan- 
gers to which tributaries are exposed. I knew, that, 
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fro In the history of Asia, and from the very nature 
of 111ankind, the subjects of a despotic e1l1pire are al- 
ways vigilant for the n10111ent to rebel, and the sov- 
ereign is ever jealous of rebellious intentions. A 
zen1Ïndar is an Indian subject, and as such exposed 
to the COllllnon lot of his fello,vs. The mean and de- 
IJraved state of a 'lnere zelnindar is therefore this very 
dependence above lllcntioned on a despotic govern- 
l11ent, this vcry proneness to shake off his allegiance, 
and this very exposure to continual danger from his 
soyereign's jealousy, which are consequent on the 
political state of Hindostanic governments. Bulwant 
Sing, if he had been, and Cheyt Sing, as long as 
he ,vas a ze1l1indar, stood exactly ill this 'fJlean and 
depraved F$tate by the constitution of his country. I 
did not Inake it for hiln, but ,vould have secured 
hiln froln it. Those who made hil11 a zClnindar en- 
tailed upon hiln the consequences of so n1ean and 
depraved a tenure. .Aliverdy IChân and CossÌ1l1 Ali 
fined all their zell1indars on the necessities of ,val', 
and on every pretence either of court necessity or 
court extravagance." 
l\Iy Lords, you have now heard the principles on 
which 
Ir. IIastings governs the part of Asia subject.. 
ed to the British e1l1pire. You have heard his opin- 
ion of the 111ean and depraved state of those ,vho are 
subject to it. You have heard his lecture upon arbi- 
trary power, ,vhich he states to be the constitution of 
Asia. Yon hear the application he makes of it; and 
you hear the practices which he eU1ploys to justify it, 
and ,vho the persons wcre on ,vhose authority he re- 
lies, and whose exalnplc he professes to follow. In 
the first place, your Lordships 'will be astonished at 
tbe audacity with which he f'peaks of his own adlnin- 
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istration, as if he ,vas reading a speculative lecture 
on the evils attendant upon SOllle vicious systenl of 
foreign government in ,vhich he had no sort of con... 
cern ,vhatsoever. _\.nd then, when in this speculative 
way he has established, or thinks he has, the vices of 
the gO\'ernlllcnt, he conceives he has found a suffi- 
cient apology for his o,vn crilnes. And if he violates 
the 1110st solclnn engagements, if he oppresses, extorts, 
and robs, if he ÌInprisons, confiscates, banishes at his 
sole will and pleasure, when "
e accuse hÏ1n for his 
ill-treatnlCnt of the people conllnitted to hÜn as a 
sacred trust, his defence is, - " To be robbed, violat- 
ed, oppressed, is their privilege. Let the constitu- 
tion of their country answer for it. I did not Inake 
it for theln. Slaves I found then1, and as slaves I 
have treated theln. I was a despotic prince. Des- 
potic gOYel'llnlents are jealous, and the subjects prone 
to rebellion. This very proneness of the subject to 
shake off his allegiance exposes hiln to continual dan- 
ger fron1 his sovereign's jealousy, and this is conse- 
quent on the political state of Hindostanic govern- 
Inents." He lays it down as a rule, that despotism 
is the genuine constitution of India, that a disposition 
to rebellion in the suLject or dependell t prince is the 
necessary effect of this despotislH, and that jealousy 
and its consequences naturally arise on the part of 
thc sovereign, - that the governnlent is everything, 
and the subject nothing, - that the great landed men 
are in a Inean and depraved 
tate, aud subject to Ina- 
ny evils. 
Such a state of things, if true, would warrant con- 
clusions directly opposite to those which 
Ir. Hastings 
Ineans to draw froln thein, both arguillclltatively and 
practically, first to illfluÐnce his conduct, and then to 
botton) his defence of it. ' 
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Perhaps you will Ï1nagine that the mall who avows 
these principles of arbitrary goVel'llll1ent, and pleads 
Jtheln as the justification of acts which nothing else can 
justify, is of opinion that they are on the whole good 
for the people over wholn they are exercised. The 
very re\rerse. He Incntions then1 as horrible things, 
tending to inflict on the people a thousand cvils, 
and to bring on the ruler a continual train of dan- 
gers. Yet he states, that your acquisitions in India 
will be a detrinlellt instead of an advantage, if you 
de
troy arbitrary power, unlcss you can reduce all 
the religious establistllnents, all the civil institution
, 
and tenures of land, into one uniforl11 mass, - that 
is, unless by acts of arbitrary powcr you extinguish 
all the la\vs, rights, and religious principles of the 
people, and force then1 to an uniformity, and 011 
th
1t uniforIl1ity build a systeln of arbitrary power. 
But nothing is Inore false than that despotis1l1 is 
the constitution of any country in A.sia that ,vo are 
acquainted ,vith. It is certainly not true of any 

laholl1edan constitution. But if it ,vere, do your 
Lordships really think that the nation would 6ear, 
tha t any Inunan creature ,vould bear, to hear an 
English governor defend hhnself on such principles? 
or, if he can defend hÜuself on such principles, is it 
po
sible to deny the conclusiQn, that no luan in India 
has a security for anything, hut by being totally in- 
dependent of the British goverl11nellt? Here he has 
declared his opinion, that he is a despotic prince, 
that he is to use arbitrary po\ver; and of course all 
his acts are covered ,vith that shield. " I know," 
says he, "tlte constitution of Asia only fro'TJ
 its prac- 
tice." 'ViII your Lordships subnlÍt to hear the cor- 
rupt practices of 111ankilld Inade the principles of 
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governlnent? K o! it will be your pride and glory 
to teach 111en intrusted with power, that, in their use 
of it, they are to confol'lll to principles, and not to 
draw their principles froln the corrupt practice of 
any 111all whatever. 'Yas there ever heard, or could 
it be conceiycd, that a governor ,vould dare to heap 
up all the evil practices, all the cruelties, oppressions, 
extortiolls, corruptions, briberies, of all the ferocious 
usurpers, desperate robbers, thieves, cheats, and jug- 
glers, that ever had office, froln oue end of Asia to an- 
other, and, consolidating all this n1ass of the crimes 
aud absurdities of barbarous domination into one 
code, establish it as the ,vhole duty of an English 
goyernor? I believe that till this tilne so audacious 
a thing was never attempted by man. 
He have arbitrary power! My Lords, the East 
India Conlpany have not arbitrary power to give 
hilll; the king has no arbitrary power to give him; 
your Lordships have not; nor the Commons, nor 
the whole legblature. 'Ve have no arbitrary power 
to give, because arbitrary power is a thing which 
neither any luan can hold nor any man can give. 

o lnan can lawfully govern himself according to 
his o,vn will; 111 uch less can one person be governed 
by the will of another. Weare all born in subjec- 
tion, - all Lorn equally, .high and low, governors and 
governed, ill suLjection to one great, inullutable, pre- 
existent law, prior to all our devices and prior to 
all our contrivances, paraillollnt to all our ideas and 
all our sell
atiollS, antecedent to our very existence, 
by which we are knit and connected in the eternal 
fral11e of the universe, out of which we cannot stir. 
This great la,v does not arise frOlll our conven- 
tions or cOlnpacts; on the contrary, it gives to our 
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conventions and cOlnpacts all the force and sanction 
they can have. It does not arise from our vain in... 
stitutions. Every good gift is of God; all power 
is of God; and He who has given the power, and 
frolll Wh0111 alone it originates, will never suffer the 
exercise of it to be practised upon any less solid 
founda tion than the power itself. If, then, all do- 
lninion of n1an over man is the effect of the Divine 
di
position, it is bound by the eternal la\vs of Him 
that gave it, with which no hunlan authority can 
dispense, - neither he' that exercises it, nor even 
those who are subject to it; and if they ,vere mad 
enough to lnake an express conlpact that should re- 
lease their magistrate from his duty, and should de- 
clare their lives, liberties, and properties dependent 
upon, not rules and laws, but his 111ere capricious 
will, that covenant \vollld be void. The acceptor of 
it has not his authority increased, but he has his 
crime doubled. Therefore can it be hnagined, if 
this be true, that He \vill suffer this great gift of 
governn1ent, the greatest, the best, that ,vas ever 
given by God to lllallkilld, to be the plaything and 
the sport of the feeble will of a man, who, by a 
blasphemous, absurd, and petulant usurpation, would 
place his o\vn feeble, contemptible, ridiculous will in 
the place of the Divine wisdolll and justice? 
Tho title of conquest makes no difference at all. 
No conquest can give such a right; for conquest, 
that is, force, cannot convert its own iujustice into 
a just title, by which it may rule others at its pleas- 
ure. By conquest, which is a lllore Ï1nlllcdiate des- 
ignation of the hand of God, the conqueror succeeds 
to all the painful duties and subordination to the 
power of God which belonged to the sovereign wholl] 
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he has displaced, just as if he had come in by the 
positive law of SOine descent or some election. To 
this at least he is strictly bound: he ought to gov- 
ern then1 as he governs his own subjects. But 
every ,vise conqueror has gone llluch further than 
he ,,-as bound to go. It has been his ambition and 
his policy to reconcile the vanquished to his fortune, 
to show that they had gained by. the change, to con- 
vert their 1110111entary suffering into a long benefit, 
and to draw from the lUlll1iliation of his enemies an 
accession to his own glory. This has been so con- 
stant a practice, that it is to repeat the histories 
of all politic conquerors in all nations and in all 
till1eS; and I will not so much distrust your Lord- 
ships' enlightened and discriminating studies and 
correct memories as to allude to one of them. I 
will only show you that the Court of Directors, 
irnder ,vholn he served, has adopted that idea,- 
that they constantly inculcated it to hi1n, and to 
all the servants, - that they run a parallel between 
their OWl! and the native gOY
rnlllent, and, supposing 
it to be very evil, did not hold it up as an example 
to be followed, but as an abuse to be corrected, - . 
th:1t they never n1ade it a question, whether India 
is to be in1proved by English la,v and liberty, or 
English law and liberty vitiated by Indian corrup- 
ti011. 
X 0, my Lords, this arbitrary power is not to be 
had by conquest. Nor can any sovereign have it 
hy succession; for no man can succeed to fraud, 
rapine, and ,iolence. Neither by compact, covenant, 
or submission, - for 111en cannot covenant themselves 
out of their rights and their duties, -nor by any 
other D1eans, can arbitrary power be conveyed to 
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any Inan. Those "Tho give to others such rights 
perform acts that are void as they are given, - good 
indeed and valid only as tending to subject them- 
selvcs, and those who act \vith theIn, to the Divine 
displeasure; because Inorally there can be no such 
power. Those who give and those ,vho receive ar- 
bitrary po,ver are alike criminal; and there is no 
man but is bound to resist it to the best of his 
power, ,vherever it shall sho\v its face to the ,vorld. 
It is a crin1e to bear it, \vhen it can be rationally 
shaken off. Nothing but absolute Ï1npotence can 
justify 111en in not resisting it to the utlnost of their 
ability. 
La,v and arbitrary po,ver are in eternal enmity. 
Name 111e a magistrate, and I ,vill name property; 
Halne l11e power, and I will name protection. It 
is a contradiction in terms, it is blaspheluy in re- 
ligion, it is ,vickedness in politics, to say that anÿ 
Inan can have arbitrary power. In every patent 
of office the duty is included. For what else does 
a Inagistrate exist? To suppose for pow:er is an 
absurdity in idea. J uclges are guided and gov- 
. erned by the eternal laws of justice, to which we 
are all subject. "\Ve 111ay bite our chains, if we 
will, but ,ve shall be lnade to know ourselves, and 
be taught that man is born to be governed by law; 
and he that will substitute will in the place of it 
is an enemy to GOD. · 
Despotism does Hot in the smallest degree abro- 
gate, alter, or lessen anyone duty of anyone re- 
lation of life, or 'weaken the force or obligation of 
anyone engagement or contract \vhatsoever. Des- 
potisln, if it IneallS anythiug that is at all defensi. 
ble, means a 1110de of goVel'llll1ent bound by no 
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,vritten rules, and coerced by no controlling lllagis- 
tracies or \\?ell-settled orders in the stal
. But if 
it has no written la,v, it neither does nor can cancel 
the prilueval, indefeasible, unalterable la\v of Nature 
and of nations; and if no n1agistracies control its 
exertions, those exertions Blust derive thcir linlita- 
tion and dil'ection either fro In the equity and 1110d- 
eration of the ruler, or froll1 downright revolt on 
the part of the subject by rebellion, divested of all its 
crin1Ïnal qualities. The InOll1ent a sovereign reilloves 
the idea of security and protection fron1 his subjects, 
and dcclares that he is everything and they nothing, 
,\Then he declares that 110 contract he luakes with 
thCl11 can or ought to Lind hiln, he thcn declares 
,val' upon then1: he is no longer sovereign; they 
are no longer subjects. 
K 0 Inan, therefore, has a right to arbitrary pow- 
er. But the thought \vhich is suggested by the de- 
pravity of hinl who Lrings it forward is supported 
by a gross confusion of ideas and principles, ,yhich 
your Lordships well kno,v how to discern and sepa- 
rate. It is luanifest, that, in the Eastern govern- 
n1ents, and the 'Vestern, and in all goyerluuents, the 
suprel11e power in the state cannot, ,vhilst that state 
subsists, be rendered crÏ1ninally responsible for its ac- 
tions: otherwise it would not be the SUpre111e power. 
It is certainly true: but the actions do not change 
their nature by losing their responsibility. The ar- 
Litrary acts which are unpunished are not the less 
vicious, though none but God, the conscience, and 
the opinions of 111ankind take cognizance of then1. 
It is not Inerely so in this or that government, 
but in all countries. The king in this country is 
undoubtedly ullaccountalJle for his actions. The 



460 IMPEACHME
T OF WARREN HASTIXGS. 


House of Lords, if it should ever exercise, (God for- 
bid I should suspect it ,vould ever do ,vhat it has 
never done!) - hut if it should ever abuse its judi- 
cial po,ver, and give such a judgment as it ought not 
to give, whether f1'0111 fear of popular clanlor on the 
one hand, or predilection to the prisoner on the other, 
- if they abuse their judgnlents, there is no calling 
tholn to 311 account for it. And so, if the 001nll10ns 
should abuse their po,ver, nay, if they should have 
been so greatly delinquent as not to have prosecut- 
ed this offender, they could not be accountable for 
it; there is no punishing then1 for their acts, because 
we exercise a part of the suprelne power. But are 
they less crÎ1ninal, less rebellious against the Divine 
1\Iajesty? are they less hateful to nlan, w'hose opin- 
ions they ought to cultivate as far as they are just? 
No: till society fall into a state of dissolution, they 
cannot be accountable for their acts. But it is frOin 
confounding the unaccountable character inherent in 
the suprelne power with arbitrary power, that all this 
confusion of ideas has arisen. 
Even upon a supposition that arbitrary power can 
exist anywhere, which we deny totally, and which 
your Lordships will be the first and proudest to 
rleny, still, absolute suprelne don1inion ,vas never 

onferred or delegated by you, - much less, arbitra- 
ry power, which never did in any case, nor ever 
will in any case, time, or country, produce anyone 
of the ends of just govern n1ent. 
It is true that the suprelne power in every constitu- 
tion of goverIul1ent 11111st be absolute, and this lnay 
be corrupted into the arhitrary. Bnt all good con- 
stit.utions have cstahIÜ.;hed certain fixed rules for the 
excrci:-;e ùf thcir fUllctions j whi
h they rarely or ever 
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depart froln, and which rules fonn the security against 
that \yorst of c\"ils, the gOYCrnlnent of will and force 
instead of .wisdon1 and justice. 
But though the supre111e power is in a situation re- 
senluling arbitrary, yet never \vas there heard of in 
the history of the ,vorld, that is, in that ll1ixed chaos 
of }llllllan wisdon1 and folly, such a thing as an in- 
tennediate arbitrary power, - that is, of an officer of 
goVerlllnent ,vho is to exer't authority over the people 
without any la\y at all, and \vho is to have the benefit 
of all laws, and all fonns of la\v, w'hen he is called to 
an account. For that is to let a wild beast (for such 
is a lnan without la\v) loose upon the people to prey 
on the1n at his pleasure, whilst all the laws .which 
ought to secÜre the people against the abuse of power 
are en1ployed to screen that abuse against the cries of 
the people. 
This is de facto the state of our Indian government. 
But to establish it so in right as well as in fact is a 
thing left for us to begin with, the first of lnankind. 
For a subordinate arbitrary or even despotic power 
neyer ,vas heard of in right, claÏ1n, or authorized 
practice; least of all has it been heard of in the 
Eastern govenUllents, where all the instances of se- 
verity and cruelty fall upon governors and persons 
intrusted with power. This would be a gross contra- 
diction. Before )11'. Hastings, none ever can1e before 
his superiors to clalln it; because, if any such thing 
could exist, he claÏ1ns the very power of that sovereign 
who calls hiln to account. 
But suppose a 111an to con1e before us, denying all 
the benefits of law to the people under hÏ111, - and 
yet, when he is called to account, to claiu1 all the 
benefits of that law which was luade to screen Inan.. 
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kind fron1 the excesses of power: such a clahn, I ,viII 
venture to say, is a n1011ster that never existed, exeept 
in the wild lInagination of sonle theorist. I t cannot 
be adn1Ïtted, because it is a peryersion of the funda- 
mental principle, that every power given for tho pro- 
tection of the people below should be responsible to 
the power above. It is to suppose that the people 
shall have no laws with regard to 7tirn, yet, ,vhen he 
con1es to be tried, he shall claim the protection of 
those la,vs which ,vere Blade to secure the people fro1n 
his violence, - that he shall clai111 a fair trial, an 
equitable hearing, every advantage of counsel, (God 
forbid he should not have them!) yet that the peo- 
ple under l1i111 shall have none of those advantåges. 
The reverse is the principle of every just and rational 
procedure. For the people, ,vho have nothing to use 
but their natural faculties, ought to be gently dealt 
with; but those who are intrusted with an artificial 
and instituted authority have in their hands a great 
deal of the force of other people; and as their ten1p- 
tations to injustice are greater, so their ll1eans are 
infinitely more effectual for lllischief by turning the 
powers given for the preservation of society to its 
destruction: so that, if an arbitrary procedure be 
justifiable, (a strong one I an1 sure is,) it is when 
used against those ,vho pretend to use it against 
others. 

Iy Lords, I will venture to say of the governments 
of ,Asia, that none of them ever had an arbitrary 
po,ver; and if any goyernments had an arbitrary 
power, they cannot delegate it to any persons u,nder 
the111: that is, they callnot so delegate it to others 
as not to leaye theu1 accountable on the principles 
upon which it 'was given. As this is a contradiction 
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in terms, a gross absurdity, as "
ell as a monstrous 
wickedness, let I11e say, for the honor of hU111an nature, 
that, although undoubtedly 'we may speak it with the 
pride of England that ,ye have better institutions for 
the preservation of the rights of n10n than any other 
country in the ,vorld, yet I will venture to say that 
no country has wholly 111eant, or ever meant, to give 
this po,ver. 
As it cannot exist in right on any rational and solid 
principles of government, so neither does it exist in 
the constitution of Oriental goverUlnents, - and I do 
insist upon it, that Oriental governn1ents kno,v nothing 
of arbitrary power. I have takcn as much pains as I 
cotlld to exan1ine into the constitutions of them. I 
have been endeavoring to inforn1 myself at all tilnes 
on this subject; of late my duty has led 111e to a 
1110re n1inute inspection of theln; and I do challenge 
the whole race of 111an to show 111e any of the qrient- 
a1 governors clail11ing to thel11selves a right to act by 
arbitra
'y will. 
The greatest part of .r\.sia is under 1tlahomedan gov- 
ernn1ellÌS. . To name a l\Iaho111edan goverlunent is 
to nalne a governlnent by law. It is a law enforced 
by stronger sanctions than any law that can bind a 
Christian sovereign. Their law is believed to be gi\en 
by God; and it has the double sanction of la,v and of 
religion, with which the prince is no more authorized 
to dispense than anyone elsc. And if any n1an will 
produce the Koran to Ine, and will but show ll1e one 
text in it that authorizes in any degree an arbitrary 
power in the government, I ,viII confess that I have 
read that hook, and been conversant in the affilÍrs of 
Asia, ill \ain. There is not 
uch a syllable in it; but, 
on the contrary, against oppressors by name every 
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letter of that la,v is fllhninated. There are interpret- 
ers es
ablished throughout all Asia to explain that 
la,v, an order of priesthood, WhOIll they call 'J1len of 
the law. These 111en are conservators of the law; and 
to enable theln to preserye it in its perfection, they 
are secured froln the resentment of the sovereign: 
for he cannot touch them. Even their kings are not 
always vested with a real suprelne power, but the 
govenllnent is in some degree republican. 
To bring this point a little nearer hon1e, - since 
we are challenged tlnls, since ,ve are led into Asia, 
since ,ve are called upon to Inake good our charge 
on the priuciples of the governn1ents there, rather 
than on those of our own country , (which I trust 
your Lordships will oblige hin1 finally to be gov- 
erned by, puffed up as he is with the insolence of 
Asia,) - the nearest to us of the govenllnents he 
appeals to is that of the Grand Seignior, the Em- 
peror of the Turks. - He an arbitrary po,ver! \Vhy, 
he has not the supreme power of his own country. 
Every oue kno,vs that the Grand Seignior is exalt- 
ed high in titles, as our prerogative lali
yers exalt 
an abstract sovereign, - and he cannot be exalted 
higher in our books. I say he is destitute of the 
first character of sovereign power: he cannot lay 
a tax upon his people. The next part in which he 
n1Ïsses of a sovereign power is, that he cannot dis- 
pose of the life, of the property, or of the liberty of 
auy of his subjects, but by ,,,hat is called the fetwalt, 
or sentence of the law. lIe cannot declare peace 
or war ,vithout the saIne sentence of the la\v: so 
much is he, more than European sovereigns, a sub- 
ject of strict law, that he cannot declare war or 
peace without it. Then, if he can neither touch 
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life nor property, if he cannot lay a tax on his sub- 
jects, or declare peace or war, I leave it to your 
Lordships' judg1Hent, ,vhether he can be called, ac- 
cording to the principles of that constitution, an 
arbitrary power. A Turkish sovereign, if he should 
be judged by the body of that law to have acted 
against its principlcs, (unless he happens to be se- 
cured by a faction of the soldiery,) is lialJle to be 
deposed on the sentence of tbat la,v, and his suc- 
cessor C0111eS in under thc strict lin1Ïtations of 
the ancient law of that country: neither can he 
hold his place, dispose of bis succession, or take 
allY one step whatever, without being bound by law. 
Thus luuch filay be said, when gcntlenlcn talk of 
the affairs of ....\.sia, as to the nearest of ...\siatic sov- 
ereigns: and he is 1Hore Asiatic than European, 
he is a )Iaho1Hcdan soyereign; and no 
lahome- 
dan is born who can exercise any arbitrary power 
at all, consistently with their constitution; insollluch 
that this chicf Inagistrate, who is the highest exec- 
utive power anlong then1, is the very person who, 
by the constitution of the country, is the Inost fet- 
tered by la \V. 
Corru ption is the true cause of the loss of all 
the benefits of the constitution of that country. 
The practice of Asia, as the gentIelnan at your bar 
has thought fit to say, is what he holds to; the 
constitution he flies aw.ay from. The question is, 
,vhether you will take the constitution of the coun- 
try as yonr rule, or the base practices of those 
usurpers, robbers, and tyrants who have subverted it. 
Undoubtedly, much blood, luurder, false inlprison- 
Inellt, nllLCh þcculation, cruelty, and robbery are to 
Le found in Åsia; and if, instead of going to the sa,.. 
VOL. IX. 30 
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cred la-ws of the country, he chooses to resort to the 
iniquitous practices of it, and practices authorized 
only by public ttllnult, contention, war, and riot, he 
111ay indeed find as clear an acquittal in the practices 
as he would find condenlnation in the institutions 
of it. lIe has rejected the law of England. Your 
Lordships will not suffer it. God forbid! For nlY 
part, I shoÙld have no sort of objection to let hin1 
choose his la\v, - 
Iaholnedan, Tartarian, Gelltoo. 
.But if he disputes, as he does, the authority of an 
act of Parliall1cnt, let hin1 state to me that la\v to 
\vhich he lucans to be subject, or any law which he 
knows that win justify his actions. I a1ll not au- 
thorized to say that I shaH, even in that case, give up 
\vhat is not in Ine to give up, because I represent 
an authority of 'which I lllust stand in awe; but, for 
myself, I shall confess that I an1 brought to public 
shalue, and aln 110t fit to lllanage the great interests 
COl11luitted to 111Y charge. I therefore again repeat of 
that .Asiatic government \vith which we are best ac- 
quainted, \vhich has been constituted n10re in obedi- 
ence to the la\vs of 
fahon1et than any other, that 
the sovereign canllot, agreeably to that constitution, 
cxercise any arbitrary po\ver whatcyer. 
The ncxt point for us to consider is, whether or 
no the 
Iahomedan constitution of India authorizes 
that power. The gentIelnan at your Lordships' bar 
has thought proper t.o say, that it \vill be happy 
for India, (though soon aftcr he tells you it is an 
happiness they can nevcr enjoy,) "\VhCll the dcspot- 
ic institutes of Genghiz IChân or Tarnerlane shall 
give place to the liberal spirit of a British legisla- 
ture; and," says he," I shall he alnply satisfied in 
IllY present prosecution, if it shall tend to hasten 
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the approach of an event so beneficial to the great 
interests of 111ankind." 

Iy Lords, you have seen what he says about 
an act of Parlianlent. Do you not no\v think it 
rathel' an extraordinary thing, that any British sub- 
ject should, in vindication of the authority which 
he has exercised, here quote the nalnes and insti- 
tutes, as he calls theIn, of fierce conquerors, of 111e11 
who were the scourges of nlankilld, ,vhose power 
\yas a po\ver \vhich they held by force only? 

ts to the ill
titutes of Genghiz Khân, which he 
calls arbitrary institutes, I never saw them. If he 
has that book, he will oblige the public by producing 
it. I have seen a book existing, called Yassa of 
Genghiz Khâu; the other I never saw. If there be 
any part of it to justify arbitrary pp\ver, he will pro-. 
duce it. But if ,ye 111ay judge by those ten precepts 
of Genghiz I(hâu \vhich \\
e have, there is not a shad- 
ow of arbitrary power to be found iu anyone of them. 
Institutes of arbitrary po,ver! Why, if there is arbi- 
trary power, there can be no institutes. 
As to the institutes of Tamerlane, here they are in 
their original, and here is a translation. I have care- 
fully read every part of these institutes; and if any 
one shows me one word in them in which the prince 
clainls in himself arbitrary power, I again repeat, 
that I shall for IllY own part confess that I have 
brought myself to great shanle. There is no book 
in the 'world, I believe, which contain
 nobler, nlore 
just, 1110re 1nanly, nlore pious principles of go\ernl11ent 
than this book, called the Institutions of Tanlerlane. 
Nor is there one word of arbitrary power in it, nluch 
less of that arbitrary power ,vhich :\11'. Hastings sup- 
poses hilnself justified by, - nalnely, a delegated. 
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subordinate, arbitrary po,ver. So far was that great 
prince from pern1itting this gross, violent, interme- 
diate arbitrary power, that I will venture to say the 
chief thing by which he has recon1n1endcd hi111self to 
posterity was a 1nost direct declaration of aU the 
wrath and indignation of the supreme governlnent 
against it. But here is the book. It contains the 
institutes of the founder of the l\[oglll en1pire, left as 
a sacred legacy to his posterity, as a rule for their 
conduct, and as a means of preserving their po,ver. 


" BE it known to my fortunate sons, the conquerors 
of kingdolns, to my ll1Îghty descendants, the lords of 
the earth, that, since I have hope in Almighty God 
that ll1any of Iny children, descendants, and posterity 

hall sit upon the throne of po,ver and regal author- 
ity, upon this account, haying estahlished law's and 
regulations for the well goyerning of ll1Y dOlninions, 
I have collected together those regulations and laws 
as a n10del for others, to the end that, everyone of 
my children, descendants, and posterity acting agree- 
ably thereto, Iny po,ver and en1pire, 'which I acquired 
through hardships and difficulties and perils and 
hloodshed, hy the Divine favor, and by the influence 
of the holy religion of 
Iahomet, (God's peace be up 
on hiln!) and 'with the assistance of the powerful 
descendants and illustrious follo,vers of that prophet, 
nlay be by theln preserved. And let thel11 make 
these regulations the rule of their conduct in the af- 
fairs of their empire, that the fortune and the power 
which shall descend froln 111e to them may be safe 
from discord and dissolution. 
" Now. therefore, be it known to 111Y sons, the for- 
tunate and the illustrious, to my descendants, the 
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mighty subduers of kingdollls, that, in like n1anner 
as I by twelve Inaxill1s, which I established as the 
rule of 111Y conduct, attained to regal dignity, and 
,vith the assistance of these I1Iaxi11Is conquered and 
governed kingdoills, and decorated and adorned the 
throne of nlY en1pire, let the111 also act according to 
these regulations, and preserve the splendor of ll1Ìne 
aud their don1Ïniólls. 
" .And anlong the rules ,vhich I established for the 
su pport of IHY glory and clnpire, the firðt ,vas this, 
- that I pronloted the worship of .Ahnighty God, 
and propagated the religion of the ::;acred 1tlaholl1et 
throughout the ,vorld, and at all tinles and in all 
placcs supported the true faith. 
,. J.
econdly. 'Yith the people of the twelve classes 
and tribes I conquered and governed kingùollls, and 
,,
ith them I strengthened the pillars of 111Y fortune, 
and fruuI theu1 I fornled 111Y assenlbly. 
"Thirdly. By consultation and delibcration and 
proyideut 111easures, by c3ution and by vigilance, J 
vanquished aflllies, and I reduced kingùonls to 111' 
authority. And I carried on the uusiness of IllY el11- 
pire by complying with titnes and occasions, and by 
gcnerosity, and by patience, and by policy; and I 
acted with courtcousness to\\
ards my friends and 
towards n1Y enemies. 
"Fourthly. By order and by discipline 1 regulated 
the concerns of IllY gOyerlllllCnt; and by discipline 
and by order I so firnlly established nlY 3uthority, 
that the en1Írs and the vizicl:S and the soldicr
 and 
the subjects could 110t aspire beyond their respective 
degrees; and everyone of then1 was the keeper of 
his own statiou. 
"Fifthly. I gave encouragement to nlY emirs and 
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to nlY solùiers, and with Bloney and \vith jewels 1 
Inade then1 glad of heart; and I per1nitted thelll to 
come into the banquet; and in the field of blood 
they hazarded their lives. And I withheld not fronI 
then1 ll1Y gold 1101' ll1Y silver. And I educated and 
trained the1n to arms; and to alleviate their suffer- 
ings, I Inyself shared in their labors and in their 
hardships, until with the ann of fortitude and reso- 
lution, and with the unallÏ1nity of my chiefs and IUY 
generals and )llY warriors, by the edge of the 
wol'd, 
I obtained possession of the thrones of seven-and- 
twenty kings, and becanle the king and the ruler 
of the kingdon1s of El'aun, and of Tooraull, and of 
Rooln, and of l\fughrib, and of ShauIn, and of 
fis- 
sur, and of Erauk-a-Arl'ub, and of Ajjun1, and of l\Iau- 
zinduraun, and of I(ylaunaut, and of Shurvaunaut, 
and of .Azzurbauejaun, and of Fauris, and of I(horau- 
saull, and of the Dusht of Jitteh, and the Dusht of 
Kipchauk, and of I{hauruZln, and I{hllttun, and of 
Kauhoolistaun, and of Hilldostaun, and of 'Bauktur 
Zeilleen. 
"And when I clothed l1lyself in the robe of en1- 
pire, I shut Iny eyes to safety, and to the repose \vhich 
is found on the bed of ease. And froln the twelfth 
Jl'ear of ll1Y age I travelled over countries, and com- 
bated difficulties, and fonned enterprises, and van- 
quished arrnies, and experienced 111utinies funongst 
111Y officers and IUY soldiers, and was fan1Ïliarized to 
the language of disobedience; and I opposed thmn 
with policy and ,vith fortitude, and I hazarded Iny 
1Jerson in the hour of danger; until in the end I van- 
quished killgdon1s and empires, and established the 
glory of IllY nanle. 
"Sixthly. By justice and equity I gained the affec
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tions of the people of God; and I extended n1Y ,
lenl- 
ency to the guilty as 'well as to the inllocent; and I 
passed that sentence \\rhich truth required; and by 
benevolence I gained a place ill the hearts of nlen; 
and by re,vards and punishments I kept both 111Y 
troops and 111Y subjects divided between hope and 
fear. .A..nd I cOlnpassionated the lower ranks of my 
people, and those \yho ,,-ere distressed. .And I gave 
gifts to the soldiers. 
" .And I delivered the oppressed from the hand of 
the oppressor; and after proof of the oppression, 
'whether on the property or the per
on, the decision 
which I passed between thCIll was agreea.ble to the 
sacred law. A,nd I did not cause anyone person to 
suffer for the guilt of another. 
" Those who had done 11le injuries, who had attacked 
11lY person in battle, and had counteracted nlY SChell1eS 
and enterpri
es, when they threw themselves on my 
mercy, I received them "ith kindness, I conferred 
on thenl additional honors, and I dre"r the pen of ob- 
livion O\Ter their evil actions; and I treated theln in 
such sort, that, if suspicion renlailled in their hearts, 
it was plucked out entirely. 
"Seventltly, I selected out, and treated with esteem 
and veneration, the posterity of the Prophet, and the 
theologians, and the teachers of the true faith, and 
the philo
ophers, and the historians. And I loyed men 
of courage and ,alor; for God ....\1mighty loveth the 
brave. .And I associated 'with good and learned Inen ; 
and I gained their affections, and I entreated their sup- 
port, anù I sought success from their holy prayers. 
And I loved the dervishes and the poor: and I op- 
pressed thenl not, neither aid I exclude theln frolll 
my fa\or. ....\..nd I pennitted not the evil and the ma- 
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levolent to enter into my council; and I acted not by 
their adyice; and I listened not to their insinuations 
to the prejudice of others. 
"Eight/dy. I acted with resolution; and on \vhat- 
ever undertaking I resolved, I 111ade that undertaking 
tbe only object of my attention; and I withdrew not 
my hand fron1 that enterprise, until I had brought it 
to a conclusion. And I acted according to that which 
I said. And I dealt not \vith severity towards any 
one, and I \vas not oppressive in any of my actions; 
that God Ahnighty 111ight not deal severely to\vards 
me, nor render lny o\vn actions oppressive unto 111e. 
" And I inquired of learned l11cn into the laws and 
regulations of ancient princes, from the days of Adam 
to those of the Prophet, and fron1 the days of the 
Prophet down to this tilHe. And I weighed their in- 
stitutions and their actions and their opinions, one 
by one. And from their approved Inanners and tbeir 
good qualities I selected 111odels. And I inquired in- 
to the causes of the subyersion of their power, and I 
shunned those actions ,vhich tend to the destruction 
and overthro\v of regal authority. .A,nd froln cruelty 
and froln oppression, which are the destroyers of pos- 
terity and the bringers of fan1ine and of plagues, I 
found it ,vas good to abstain. 
"Ninthly. The situation of my people was known 
unto Inc. And those who were great an10ng then1 I 
considered as IHY brethren; and I regarded the poor 
as 111Y children. And I made Inyself acquainted \-vith 
the telnpe1's and the dispositions of the people of 
every country and of every city. And I contracted 
intÜnacies ,vith the citizens and the chiefs and the 
nobles; and I appointed over then1 governors adapt- 
ed to their Inanners and their dispositions and their 
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wishes. And I knew the cirCtlll1stances of the inhaù4 
itants of every province. .A,nd in every kingdonl I 
appointed ,vriters of intelligence, lllen of truth. and 
integrity, that they n1ight send 111e inforIl1ation of the 
conduct and the behavior and the actions and the 
Inanners of the troopf; and of the inhalJitants, and of 
every occurrence that 11light con1e to pass al110ngst 
theI11. ..d..nd if I discovered aught contrary to their 
infornlation, I inflicted punishment on the intelligen- 
cer; and every cirCtllnstance of cruelty and oppres- 
sion in tbe governors and in the troops and in the in- 
habitants, \vhich reached IHY ears, I chastised agree- 
ably to justice and equity. 
" TenthZy. \Yhateyer tribe, and .whatever horde, 
vd1ether Toork, or Taucheek, or 
-\.rrub, or Ajjul11, 
caIne in unto 111e, I received their chiefs with dis- 
tinction and respect, and their followers I honored 
according to their degrees and their stations; and to 
the good alnong theln I did good, and the eyil I de- 
livered o'-er to their evil actions. 
" A_nd whoever attached hill1self unto me, I forgot 
not the 111erit of his attacIllnent, and I acted to,vards 
hinl with kindness and generosity; and whoever had 
rendered 111e services, I repaid the value of those ser- 
vices unto hÏ1n. And ,vhoever had been IllY enen1)', 
and "'as ashalned thereof, and, flying to n1e for pro- 
tection, IHunblcd hÏ1nself before me, I forgot his en- 
111ity, and I purchased hinl with liberality and kind- 
ness. 
"In such Inanner Share Behrauln, the chief of a 
tribe, was along with nle. And he left l11e in the 
hour of action, and he united with the enemy, and 
he drew forth his sword against Ille. And at length 
n1Y salt, which he had eaten, seized upon hiln; and 
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he again fled to lUG for refuge, and Inllnùlec1 him- 
self before Ine. 1\.S he was a 111an of illustrious de- 
scent, and of bravery, and of experience, I covered 
IllY eyes fronl his evil actions; and I luagnified hiln, 
and I exalted hill1 to a suprrior rank, and I par- 
doned his disloyalty in consideration of his valor. 
"Ele1.'enthlyo 
Iy children, and IllY relations, and 
my fif'sociates, and nlY neighbors, and such as had 
been connected ,,-ith me, all these I distinguished 
in the days of IllY fortune and prosperity, and I paid 
unto them their due. And with respect to lUY fam- 
ily, I rent not asunder the bands of consanguinity 
and lnerey ; and I issued not conl1nands to slay them, 
or to hind thorn ,vith chains. 
" ..\nd I dealt with every Iuan, ,vhatever the judg- 
l11ent I had fornled of hÏ1n, according to IllY o\"'n 
opinion of his worth. As I had seen much of pros- 
perity and adversity, and had acquired knowledge 
and experience, I conducted l11yself with caution and 
\vith policy towards 111Y friends and to,v
rds IllY ene- 
1111es. 
" Twelftldy. SolJiers, whether associates or adver- 
saries, I held in esteen1,!- those who sell their per- 
111al
ent happiness to perishable honor, and throw 
thcl11Selyes into the field of slaughter and battle, and 
hazard' their lives in the hour of danger. 
".i\.nd the 111an who drew his sword on thc side 
of 11lY cnelny, and cOl1llllitted hostilities against 
Ine, and preserved his fidelity' to his l11aster, hin1 I 
greatly honored; and ,vhen such a Ulan came un- 
to Hle, knowing his \vorth, I classed him with IllY 
faithful as
ociates; and I respected and valued his 
fidelity and his attachmcnt. 

'Aud the soldier who forgot his duty and his 
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honor, and in the hour of action turncd his face 
froln his 111aster, and came in unto 111e, I considered 
as the 1110st detestaLle of Incn. 
"
-\.nd in the \var between Tonktulnn1ish Khaun, 
hi
 en1Îrs forgot their duty to Touktnnl1nish, \vho 
'was their Juaster' and Iny foe, and sent proposals and 
wrote letters unto 111e. .A.Jlc1 I uttered execrations 
upon theIn, because, uJllnindful of that which they 
owed to their lord, they had thrown aside their hon- 
or and their duty, and CDllle in unto Ine. I said 
unto Inyself, "Yhat fidelity haye they obselTed. to 
their liege lord? what fidelity will they show unto 
Ine ? ' 
".L.\nd, behold, it was known unto )ne by expe- 
rience, that every elnpire 'which is not established 
in 1110rality and religion, nor strengthened by regu- 
lation
 and laws, froll1 that enlpire all order, gran- 
denr, and pO\Vel" shall pass away. ...\nc1 that ell1pire 
luay he likened unto a naked luan, who, \vhen ex- 
po
cd to yiew, conuuandeth the eye of nlodesty to 
he coyered; and it is like unto a house which hath 
lleither roof nor gates nor defence
, into which who- 
eyer willeth 111ay enter l1I1nlolested. 

'THEREFORE I established the foundation of lny 
elnpire on the 1110rality and the religion of IsIaulll; 
and by regulations and la\vs I gaye it stability. And 
Ly laws and by regulations I executed every busi- 
ness and e\'ery transaction that call1e before Ine in 
the course of n1Y government." 


I need not read any further, or I '111ight show 
your Lordships the noble principles, the gi"and, bold, 
and luanly llutxinls, the resolution to abstain fro1l1 
oppression hilnself, and to crush it in the gOYCrll- 
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ors under him, to be found in this book, which 1tlr. 
Hastings has thought proper to resort to as con- 
taining \vhat he calls arbitrary principles. 
But it is not in this instance only that I must 
do justice to the East. I assert that their n10rality 
is equal to ours, in whatever regards the duties of 
governors, fathers, and superiors; and I challenge 
the ,vorld to show in any l110dern European book 
1110re true 1110rality and wisdonl than is to be found 
in the \vritings of ...\siatic Inen in high trust, and 
,vho have been counsellors to princes. If this be 
the true n10rality of Asia, as I affirm and can prove 
that it is, the plea founded on 1\11". IIastings's geo- 
graphical n10rality is annihilated. 
I little regard the theories of travellers, where 
they do not relate the facts on ,vhich they are 
founded. I have two instances of facts attested by 
Tayernier, a traveller of power and consequence, 
\vhich are very lnaterial to be Inentioned here, be- 
cause they sho,v that in son1e of the instances re- 
corded, in which the princes of the country have 
llsed any of those cruel and barbarous executions 
which nlake us execrate them, it has been upon 
governors who have abused their trust, - and that 
this. very Oriental authority to which 1\11'. IIastings 
appeals would have conden1ned hiln to a dreadful 
punislll11ent. I thank God, and I say it from 111Y 
heart, that even for his cnorl1lOUS offences there 
neither is nor can be anything like such punish- 
111cnts. God forbid that ,ve should not as much 
detest out-of-the-way, Inad, furious, and unequal pun- 
ish111ents as we detest enormous and abo111inable 
crilnes! because a severe and cruel penalty for a 
crÏlne of a light nature is as bad and iniquitous as 
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the cril11e which it pretends to punish. As the in- 
stances I allude to are curious, and as they go to 
the principles of )11'. Hastings's defence, I shall 
beg to quote then1. 
The first is upon a governor who did what )11'. 
Ha
tings says he has a power delegated to hilll to do: 
he levied a tax without the consent of his n1aster. 
"Sonle years after 111Y departure from COlll," says 
Tavernier, "the governor had, of his own accord, 
and without any COlll111unication with the king, laid 
a sl11all iInpost upon every pannier of fruit brought 
into the city, for the purpose of making 80n1e neces- 
sary reparations in the walls and bridges of the town. 
It was towards the end of the year 1632 that the 
event I alll going to relate happened. The king, 
being informed of the Ï1npost which the governor 
had laid upon the fruit, ordered hin1 to be brought 
in chains to court. The king ordered hirn to be ex- 
posed to the people at one of the gates of the palace; 
then he conllnanded the son to pluck off the Inus- 
tachios of his father, to cut off his nose and ears, to 
put out his eyes, and then cut off his head. The 
king then told the son to go and take possession of 
the government of his father, saying, See that you 
govern better than tlds deceased dog, or thy doom, shall 
be a death 1nore exquisitely tornzenting." 
)Iy Lords, you are struck 'with horror, I an1 struck 
,vith horror, at this punislunent. I do not relate it 
to approve of such a barbarous act, but to prove to 
your Lordships, that, whatever power the princes of 
that country ha\e, they are jealous of it to such a 
degree, that, if any of their governors should levy 
a tax, even the most insignificant, an d for the best 
purposes, he meets with a cruel punisillnen 1. I llo 



478 Il\IPEACHl\IE
T OF ,V ARREN H
\.STING8. 


not justify the punisl11llent; hut the severity of it 
shows how little of their po"Ter the princes of that 
country lnean to delegate ,to their servants, the ,vhole 
of which the gelltIelnan at your Bar says was del
gat- 
ed to hÏ1n. 
There is an other case, a very strong one, and that 
is the ca
e of pre
ellts, "Thich I understand is a ens. 
tOln 
Hhnitted throughout ..A.sia in all. their goverll- 
In,,,--'nt
. It ,vas of a person 'who was raised to a high 
office; 110 business \vas. suffered to COlne before hin1 
without a previous present. "One lnorlling, the 
king ùeing at this tÎ1ne on a hunting party, the nazar 
callIe to the tent of the king, ùut was dellied entrance 
l)y the nzeter, or 111aste1' of the wardroue. 
J\.bout the 
f':une tilHe the king caIne forth, and, seeing the nazar, 
eOllHnanded his officers to take off" the bonnet frolll 
.. the head of that dog that took' gifts frolll his peo- 
}J10, and that he should sit three days bareheaded in 
the heat of the sun, and as InallY nights in the air. 
AJt<:rwards he caused hin1 to be chained about the 
neck and a1'111S, and condellined hi1l1 to perpetual 
Ï1nprisOJllllent, with a 'nzarnoudy a day for his lnain- 
tellance; but he died for grief within eight days 
after he was put in prison." 
Do I 111ean, by reading this to your Lordships, to 
exprc
s or intÌlnate an approbation either of the cru- 
elty of the pUllislllncllt or of the coarse barharislll of 
the language? Neither one nor the other. I pro- 
duce it to your Lordships to prove to you, fro111 this 
dreadful exan1ple, the horror which that govern111ent 
felt, when any person subjcct to it assunled to him- 
self a privilege to receive prescnts. The cruelty and 
seyerity exercised by these princes is not levelled at 
the poor unfortunate people who coniplain at their 
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gates, hat, to use their own harbarous cxpression, 
to dogs t!tat impmíe taxes and take p1
esents. God for- 
hid I should use that language! The people; "yhen 
they conlplain, are not called dogs and sent away, 
hut the governors, who do these things against the 
people: they are called dogs, and treated in that 
cruel Inanner. I quote then1 to sho,v that no gov- 
ernors in the East, upon any principle of their con- 
stitution or any good practice of their govern111ent, 
can lay arbitrary ilnpo
ts or receive presents. ""'hen 
they escape, it is IJrohalJly Ly ùribery, by corruption, 
by creating factions for the1l1selves in the seraglio, in 
the country, in the a1'1ny, in the divan. But how 
they escape such puni:-:hulen ts b not 111Y business to 
inquire; it is enough for 111e that the constitution 
disavows thOl11, that the princes of the country dis- 
avow theIn, - that they revile thCll1 with the nlost 
horriùle expressions, and inflict dreadful punish- 
n1ellt
 on them, when they arc calleù to ans\ver for 
these offences. 
Thu!' nlnch concerning the 
laholnedan laws of 
..A.sia, That the people of .Asia have no laws, rights, 
or liberty, is a doctrine that ,vickcdly is to be dis- 
. sen1Ïnatec1 through this country. But I again assert, 
evcry )Iaholnedan gOYel'lH11ellt is, by its principles, 
a gOyernll1ent of la\\T. 
I shall now state, from what is known of the gov- 
ernlnent of India, that it does not and cannot dele- 
gate, as 111'. IIastings has frequcntly declared, the 
whole of its powers and authority to hinl. If they 
are absolute, as they Blust be in the suprenle power, 
they ought to be arbitrary in none; they were, how- 
eyer, never absolute in any of their subordinate p3-rts, 
and I ,,?ill prove it by the known provincial constitu
 



480 DIPEACHl\IEKT OF 'W ARHEX HASTIKGS. 


tiOllS of IIilldostan, which are all ]'Iahonledan, the 
laws of which are as clear, as explicit, and as learned 
as ours. 
The first foundation of their la\v is the ]{oran. 
"-fhe next part is the Fetwah, or adjudged cases by 
proper authority, 'well known there. The next, the 
written interpretations of the principles of jurispru- 
dence: and their books are as nUlllerous upon the 
principles of jurisprudence as in any country in Eu- 
rope. The next part of their law is \vhat they call 
the ]{anon,- that is, a positiye rule equivalent to acts 
of Parliaillent, the law of the several powers of the 
country, taken frolll the Greek word Kav
v, which 
W
1S brought into their country, and is well known. 
The next is the RawaJ-u1-11Illllc, or C0l1llll0n la,v and 
cu
tom of the kingdonl, equivalent to our conlnl011 
law. Therefore they have laws fronl lllore sources 
than ,ve have, exactly in the same order, grounded 
upon the saille authority, fUlldalnelltally fixed to be 
adll1Ïnistered to the people upon these principles. 
The next thing is to show that in India there is 
a partition of the powers of the gOyernnlent, which 
proves that there is no absolute power delegated. 
In every province the first persoll is the Subahdar 
or Xazim, or 'Ticeroy: he has the power of the sword, 
and the adlninistration of crin1Ìnaljustice only. Then 
there is the Dewan, or I-ligb Steward: he has the rev- 
enue and all exchequer causes under him, to be gov- 
erned according to the la \v and CUstOlll and institu- 
tions of the kingdom. The law of inheritances, suc- 
cessions, and everything that relates to thenl, is under 
the Cadi, in whose court these matters are tried. 
But this, too, was subdivided. The Cadi could not 
judge, but by the advice of his assessors. Properly 
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in the 
Iahon1edan la 'v there is no appeal, only a re- 
moval of the cause; but when there is no judgn1ent, 
as none can be when the court is not unanimous, it 
goes to the gener.al assembly of all the lnen of the 
law. There are, I will venture to say, other divisions 
and subdivisions; for there are the Kanongoe8, who 
hold their places for life, to be the conservators of the 
canons, ,customs, and good usages of the country: all 
these, as well as the Cadi and the ltlufti, hold their 
places and situations, not during the wanton pleasure 
of the prince, but on perlnanent and fixed terms for 
life. .All these powers of magistracy, revenue, and 
law are all different, consequently not delegated in 
the ,vhole to anyone person. 
This is the provincial constitution, and these the- 
laws of Bengal; which proves, if there were no other 
proof, by the division of the functions and authorities, 
that the suprenle power of the state in the 
Iogul 
empire did by no lneans delegate to any of its offi- 
cers the supreme power in its fulness. Whether or 
no we have delegated to 
Ir. Hastings the supreme 
power of King and Parliament, that he should act 
with the plenitude of authority of the British legisla- 
ture, you are to judge. 

Ir. Hastings has no refuge here. Let hÏIn run 
froln law to law; let him fly from the common law 
and the sacred institutions of the country in which 
he was born; let him fly from acts of Parliament, 
from which his power originated; let him plead his 
ignorance of them, or fly in the face of them. Will 
he fly to the }Iahomedan law? That condemns him. 
"ill he fly to the high magistracy of Asia to defend 
taking of presents? Padishah and the Sultan would. 
condemn him to a cruel death. Will he fly to the- 
VOL. IX. 31 
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Sophis, to the laws o
 Persia, or to the practice of 
those Inonarchs? I cannot utter the pains, the tor- 
tures, that would be inflicted on hiln, if he were to 
govern there as he has done in a British province. 
Let him fly where he win, from law to law; law, I 
thank God, Ineets him every\vhere, and enforced, too, 
by the practice of the most impious tyrants, which he 
quotes as if it would justify his conduct. I would as 
willingly have him tried by the law of the Koran, or 
the Institutes of Tamerlane, as on the common law 
or statute law of this kingdom. 
The next question is, whether the Gentoo laws 
justify arbitrary power: and if he finds any sanctua- 
ry there, let him take it, with the cow in the pagoda. 
The Gelltoos have a law 'which positively proscribes 
in 111agistrates any idea of will, - a law with which, 
or rather with extracts of it, that gentleman hÌlnself 
has furnished us. These people in many points are 
governed by their own ancient written law, called the 
Shaster. Its interpreters and judges are the Pundits. 
This law is comprehensive, extending to all the con- 
cerns of life, affording principles and måxÏ1ns and le- 
gal theories applicable to all cases, drawn from the 
sources of natural equity, n10dified by their institu- 
tions, full of refinement and subtilty of distinction 
.equal to that of any other law, and has the grand test 
,of all law, that, wherever it has prevailed, the country 
has been populous, flourishing, and happy. 
Upon the whole, then, follow him where you will, 
let him have Eastern or Western law, yon find every- 
\vhere arbitrary power and peculation of governors 
proscribed and horribly punished, -lnore so than I 
should ever wish to puni
h a.n y, the most guilty, 
human creature. And if this be the case, as I hope 
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and trust it has been proved to your Lordships, that 
there is law in these countries, that there is no delega- 
tion of power which exelnpts a governor from the law, 
then I say at any rate a British governor is to answer 
for his conduct, and cannot be justified by wicked 
exalnples and profligate practices. 
But another thing which he says is, that he was left 
to hhllself, to govern himself by his own practice: 
that is to say, when he had taken one bribe, he might 
take another; when he had robbed one man of his 
property, he might rob another; when he had impris- 
oned one nlan arbitrarily, and extorted money from 
hhn, he might do so by another. He resorts at first 
to the practice of barbarians and usurpers; at last he 
COllIes to his own. Now, if your Lordships will try 
hÏIll by such maxims and pdnciples, he is certainly 
clear: for there is no manner of doubt that there is 
nothing he has practised once which he has not prac- 
tised again; and tllell the repetition of crimes be- 
COllies the means of his indemnity. 
The next pleas he urges are not so much in bar of 
the inlpeachment as in extenuation. The first are to 
be laid by as clainls to be made on motion for arrest 
of jndglnent, the others as an extenuation or mitiga- 
tion of his fine. He says, and with a kind of triumph, 
" The ministry of this country have great legal assist- 
ance,-conlnlercial lights of the greatest commer- 
cial city in the world, - the greatest generals and 
officers to guide and direct them in military affairs: 
whereas I, poor man, was sent alrnost a school-boy 
frolll England, or at least little better, - sent to find 
lllY \\pay in that new world as well as I could. I had 
no n1en of the law, no legal assistance, to supply my 
deficiencies.." .At SpJÛllfjem habebas donli.. Had he 
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not the chief-justice, the tamed and domesticated 
chief-justice, who waited on him like a fan1iliar spirit, 
whom he takes from province to province, his aman- 
uensis at home, his postilion and riding express 
abroad ? 
Such a declaration would in some measure suit 
persons who had acted much otherwise than l\{r. 
IIastings. "Then a man pleads ignorance in justifi- 
cation of his conduct, it ought to be an humble, mod- 
est, unpresuluing ignorance, an ignorance which may 
have made hinl lax and timid in the exercise of his 
duty; but an assuming, rash, presumptuous, con- 
fident, daring, desperate, and disobedient ignorance 
heightens every crime that it accompanies. Mr. 
Hastings, if through ignorance he left some of the 
Con1pallY's orders unexecuted, because he did not 
understand thelu, might well say, " I was an ignorant 
man, and these things were above n1Y capacity." But 
when he understands them, and when he declares he 
will not obey then1, positively and dogmatically,- 
when he says, as he has said, and we shall prove it, 
that he never succeeds better than when he acts in an ut- 
ter defianc.e of those orders, and sets at nought the laws 
of his country, - I believe this will not be thought the 
language of an ignorant man. But I beg your Lord- 
ships' pardon: it is the language of an ignorant man; 
for no man ,vho was not full of a bold, determined, 
profligate ignorance could ever think of such a system 
of defence. He quitted vVestmillster School ahnost 
a boy. 'Ye have reason to regret that he did not fin- 
ish his education in that noble seminary, which has 
given so lnany lun1inaries to the Church and orna- 
ments to the State. Greatly it is to be lamented that 
be did not go tq those Universities 'where arbitrary 
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power will I hope never be heard of, but the true 
principles of religion, of liberty, and law ,viII ever be 
inculcated, instead of studying in the school of Oos- 
sill A1i Khân. 
If he had lived with us, he would have quoted 
the exan1ple of Cicero in his government, he would 
ha'\e quoted several of the sacred and holy prophets, 
and made them his example. llis want of learning, 
profane as well as sacred, reduces hilu to the necessi- 
ty of appealing to every name and authority of bar- 
barislu, tyranny, and usurpation that are to be found; 
and from these he says, "From the practice of one 
part of .Asia or other I have taken my rule." But 
your Lordships will show him that in Asia as well as 
in Europe the saIne law of nations prevails, the same 
principles are continually resorted to, and the same 
maxin1s sacredly held and strenuously 111aintained, 
and, however disobeyed, no man suffers from the 
breach of them who does not know how and where to 
complain of that breach, - that .....\.sia is enlightened 
in that respect as ,veIl as Europe; but if it were total- 
ly blinded, that England would send out governors to 
teach thel11 better, and that he nlust justify hiInself to 
the piety, the truth, the faith of England, and not by 
ha ving recourse to the crimes and criminals of other 
countries, to the barbarous tyranny of Asia, or any 
other part of the world. 
I will go further with 
Ir. Hastings, and admit, 
that, if there be a boy in the fourth form of 'Yestmill- 
ster School, or any school in England, who does not 
know, when these articles are read to hÌIn, that he 
has been 'guilty of gross and enormous crilnes, he 
may have the shelter of his present plea, as far as it 
will serve him. There are none of us, thank God, so 
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uninstructed, ,vho have learned our catechisms or 
the first elements of Christianity, ,vho do not know 
that such conduct is not to be justified, and least of 
all by exalnples. 
There is another topic he takes up more seriously, 
and as a general rebutter to the charge. Says he, 
" After a great Inany of these practices with which I 
am charged, Parliament appointed me to my trust, 
and consequently has acquitted me." -Has it, n1Y 
Lords? I am bold to say that the Commons are 
wholly guiltless of this charge. I will admit, if Parlia- 
ment, on a full state of his offences before them, and 
full examination of those offences, had appointed him 
to the governn1ent, that then the people of India and 
England would have just reason to exclaÏ1u against 
so flagitious a proceeding. A sense of propriety and 
decorum might have restrained us from prosecuting. 
They nlight have been restrained by some sort of de- 
corum from pursuing hÏ1u criminally. But the Com- 
mons stand before your Lordships without shame. 
First, in their name 'we solelnnly assure your Lord- 
ships that we had not in our Parlian1entary capacity 
(and luost of us, myself I can say surely, heard very 
little, and that in confused run10rs) the slightest 
knowledge of anyone of the acts charged upon this 
crin1inal at either of the times of his being appointed 
to office, and that we were not guilty of the nefarious 
act of collusion and flagitious breach of trust with 
which he presumes obliquely to charge us; but from 
the luoment we knew them, we never ceaseù to con- 
demn them by reports, by votes, by resolutions, and 
that we admonished and declared it to be the duty of 
the Court of Directors to take measures for his recall, 
and when frustrated in the way known to that court 
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we then proceeded to an inquiry . Your Lordships 
know whether you were better informed. We are, 
therefore, neither guilty of the precedent crime of 
colluding with the crÏ111inal, nor the subsequent inde- 
corlun of prosecuting what we had virtually and prac- 
tic
lly approved. 
Secondly, several of his worst crimes haye been 
committed since the last Parliamentary renewal of 
his trust, as appears by the dates in the charge. 
But I believe, my Lords, the judges - judges to 
others, grave and ".eighty counsellors and assistants 
to your Lordships - will not, on reference, assert to 
your Lordships, (which God forbid, and we cannot 
conceive, or hardly state in argument, if but for ar- 
glu11ent,) that, if one of the judges had received 
bribes before his appointment to an higher judiciary 
office, lIe would not still be open to prosecution. 
So far from adn1Ïttillg it as a plea in bar, we 
charge, and we hope your Lordships will find it an 
extreme aggravation of his offences, that no favors 
heaped upon him could nlake him grateful, no re- 
newed and repeated trusts could nlake him faithful 
and honest. 
,y e have now gone through most of the general 
topics. 
But he is not responsible, as being thanked by the 
Court of Directors. He has had the thanks and ap- 
probatlor_ of the India Company for his services. - We 
know too well here, I trust the world knows, and you 
,vill always assert, that a pardon from the crown is .. 
not pleadable here, that it cannot bar the impeach- 
ment of the COJ111110nS, - nluch less a pardon of the 
East India COlnpany, though it l11ay involve them in 
guilt which might induce us to punish them for such 



488 Il\IPE.ACHMENT OF \V ARREN HASTINGS. 


a pardon. If any corporation by collusion with crim- 
inals refuse to do their duty in coercing them, the 
magistrates are answerable. 
It is the use, virtue, and efficacy of Parliamentary 
judicial procedure, that it puts an end to this domin- 
ion of faction, intrigue, cabal, and clandestine intel- 
ligences. The acts of Inen are put to their proper 
test, and the \vorks of darkness tried in the face of 
day, - not the corrupted opinions of others on them, 
but their own intrinsic merits. We charge it as his 
crime, that he bribed the Court of Directors to thank 
him for what they had condemned as breaches of his 
duty. 
The East India Company, it is true, have thanked 
him. They ought not to have done it; and it is a 
reflection upon their character that they dìd it. But 
the Directors praise- him in the gross, after having 
condelnned each act in detail. His actions are all, 
everyone, censured one by one as they arise. I do 
not recollect anyone transaction, few there are, I am 
sure, "in the whole body of that succession of crimes 
now brought before you for your judgment, in which 
the India Company have not censured hin1. Nay, in 
one instance he pleads their censure in bar of this 
trial;. for he says, "In that censure I have already 
received my punishment." If, for any other reasons, 
they con1e and say, " We thank you, Sir, for all your 
services," to that I answer , Yes; and I would thank 
hhn for his services, too, if I knew them. But I do 
not; - perhaps they do. Let them thank hÏ1n for 
those services. I am ordered to prosecute hinl for 
these crimes. Here, therefore, we are on a balance 
with the India Con1pany; and your Lordships may 


. See Mr. Hastings's answer to the first charge. 
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perhaps think it some addition to his crimes, that 
he has found means to obtain the thanks of the India 
COlnpany for the whole of his conduct, at the same 
time that their records are full of constant, uniform, 
particular censure and reprobation of everyone of 
those acts for which he now stands accused. 
He says, there is the testimony of Indian princes 
in his favor. But do we not know how seals are ob- 
tained in that country? Do we not know how those 
princes are imposed upon? Do we not know the sub- 
jection and thraldorll in which they are held, and 
that they are obliged to return thanks for the suffer- 
ings which they have felt? I believe your Lordships 
,vill think that there is not, with regard to some of 
these princes, a more dreadful thing that can be said 
of thell1 than that he has obtained their thanks. 
I understand he has obtained the thanks of the 
miserable Princesses of Oude, 'whom he has cruelly 
imprisoned, whose treasure he has seized, and whose 
eunuchs he has tortured.* They thank him for going 
away; they thank him for Ic
ying them the smallest 
trifle of their subsistence; and I venture to say, if 
he wanted a hundred more panegyrics, provided he 
never came again among them, he l11ight have them. 
I understand that )Iahdajee Sindia has Inade his 
panegyric, too. 
Iahdajee 
india has not made his 
panegyric for nothing; for, if your Lordships will 
suffer hinl to enter into such a justification, we shall 
prove that he has sacrificed the dignity of this coun- 
try and the interests of all its allies to that prince. 
We appear here neither with panegyric nor with 
satire; it is for substantial crimes we bring him be- 


· A Latin sentence, which was quoted here, is omitted in the 
IS. 
of the short-hand writer. - ED. 
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fore you, and amongst others for cruelly using per 
sons of the highest rank and consideration in India; 
and when we prove he has cruelly injured them, you 
will think the panegyrics either gross forgeries or 
most miserable aggravations of hi
 offences, since 
they sho-w the abject and dreadful state into which he 
has driven those people. For let it be proved that I 
have cruelly robbed and maltreated any persons, if I 
produce a certificate from them of my good behavior, 
would it not be a corroborative proof of the terror 
into ,vhich those persons are thrown by my miscon- 
duct? 


My Lords, these are, I believe, the general grounds 
of our charge. I have now closed completely, and I 
hope to your Lordships' satisfaction, the whole body 
of history of which I ,vished to put your Lordships in 
possession. I do not mean that many of your Lord- 
ships may not have known it more perfectly by your 
o.wn previous inquiries; but, bringing to your remem- 
brance the state of the circumstances of the persons 
,vith Wh0111 he acted, the persons and power he has 
abused, I have gone to the principles he maintains, 
the precedents he quotes, the laws and authorities 
which he refuses to abide by, and those on ,vhich he 
relies; and at last I have refuted all those pleas in 
bar on which he depends, and for the effect of which 
he presumes on the indulgence and patience of this 
country, or on the corruption of some persons in it. 
And here I close what I had to say upon this. subject, 
- wishing and hoping, that, when I open before your 
Lordships the case more particularly, so as to. state 
rather a plan of the proceeding than the direct proof 
of the crimes, your Lordships will hear Ine with the 
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same goodness and indulgence I have hitherto expe- 
rienced, - that you will consider, if I have detained 
you long, it was not with a view of exhausting my 
own strength, or putting your patience to too severe a 
trial, but from the sense I feel that it is the most dif- 
ficult and the most complicated cause that was ever 
brought before any hunlan tribunal. Therefore I was 
resolved to bring the whole substantially before you. 
And no,v, if your Lordships will permit me, I will 
state the nlethod of my future proceeding, and the 
future proceeding of the gentlemen assisting me. 
I mean first to bring before you the crimes as they 
are classed, and are of the same species and genus, 
and how they mutually arose from one another. I 
shall first show that 
lr. Hastings's crimes had root 
in that which is the root of all evil, I n1ean avarice; 
that avarice and rapacity were the groundwork and 
foundation of all his other vicious system; that he 
showed it in setting to sale the native goverIunent 
of the country, in setting to sale the whole landed 
interest of the country, in setting to sale the British 
goveflunent and his own fellow-servants, to the basest 
and wickedest of mankind. 
I shall then show your Lordships, that, when, in 
consequence of such a body of corruption and pecula- 
tion, he justly dreaded the indignation of his country 
aud the vengeance of its la".s, in order to raise him- 
self a faction enlbodied by the saIne guilt and reward- 
ed in the saIne nlanner, he has, with a most abandoned 
profusion, thrown away the re,enues of the country 
to forln such a faction here. 
I shall next show your Lordships, that, having ex- 
hausted the resources of the Company, and brought 
it to extreme difficulties within, he has looked to his 
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extel'nal resources, as he calls them; he has gone up 
into the country. I will show that he has plundered, 
or attelnpted to plunder, every person dependent upon, 
connected, or allied with this country. 
We shall afterwards show what infinite lnischief has 
followed in the case of Benares, upon which he first 
laid his hands; next, in the case of the Begums of 
Onder 
-We shall then lay before you the profligate system 
by which he endeavored to oppress that country: first 
by Residents; next by spies under the name of British 
.Agen ts; and lastly, that, pursuing his way up 
o the 
nlolultains, he has found out one miserable chief, 
\vhose crin10s were the prosperity of his country,- 
that hin1 he endeavored to torture and destroy, - I do 
not l11ean in his body, but by exhausting the treasures 
which he kept for the benofit of his people. 
In short, having shown your Lordships that no 
man who is in his power is safe frol11 his arbitrary 
will,- that no man, within or without, friend, ally, 
rival, has been safe from hhn, - having brought it to 
this point, if I aln not able in my own person imme- 
diately to go up into the country and show the ral11i- 
fications of the system, (I hope and trust I shall be 
spared to take my part in pursuing hÌln through both,) 
if I am not, I bhall go at least to the root of it, and 
some other gentlol11an, \vith a thousand times more 
ability than I possess, will take up each separate part 
in its proper order. And I believe it is proposed by 
the l11anagcrs that one of them shall as soon as possi- 
ble begin with the affair of Benares. 
The point I now nlean first to bring before your 
Lordships is tho corruption of 
fr. Irastings, his sys- 
tem of peculation and bribery, and to sho\v your Lord- 
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ships the horrible consequences which resulted fron1 
it: for, at first sight, bribery and peculation do not 
seem to be so horrid a n1atter; they may seem to be 
only the transferring a little money out of one pocket 
into another; but I shall show that by such a systeln 
of bribery the country is undone. 
I shall illforln your Lordships in the best manner I 
can, and afterwards sublnit the whole, as I do with a 
cheerful heart and with an easy and assured security, 
to that justice which is the security for all the other 
justice in the kingdom. 


END OF VOL. IX. 
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